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PREFACE. 


The first Labour Report issued by this Bureau was published in 1912. 
This Report is the twenty-fourth of the series and deals chiefly with the 
year 1933. The tabulations, however, include particulars relating to the 
first half of 1934 as well as for earlier years, in most cases back to 1929. 


The subject-matter in the Report has been divided into four main 
Chapters, covering information in regard to Prices (Wholesale, Retail and 
International Comparisons); Wages; Employment (Unemployment and 
Industrial Disputes); Associations (Trade Unions and Employers’ 
Associations) ; and follows the lines of its immediate predecessors in scope 
and arrangement. 


« ’ 


In view of the many “ series” of retail price index-numbers associated 
with the fixation and adjustment of wages, a short description has been 
added to Chapter I., Section 2, of the composition of each series and the 
extent to which they are used for the purposes mentioned. 


In Chapter II., Section 3, a comprehensive review is ‘given of the 
judgment of the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration which 
restored to workers the 10 per cent. reduction of wages imposed by the 
Court in January, 1931, and established a new system for the fixation and 
adjustment of the basic wage. 


In the Chapter, ‘‘ Employment ”’, a brief review has been included of the 
special legislation for the relief of unemployment enacted during 1931 to 


1934. 


For the purpose of tabulating the results of the investigations which 
have been made in regard to rates of wage, labour organizations, employers’ 
associations, unemployment, industrial disputes, &c., the following classi- 
fication of trades and occupations has been adopted :— 


Classification of Industries and Occupations. 


| 
I. | Wood, Furniture, Sawmill, Timber- VIII. | Mining, Quarries, &c. 


works, &¢. 
II. | Engineering, Metal Works, &c. IX. | Railway and Tramway Ser- 
vices. 
III. | Food, Drink, and Tobacco—Manu- X. | Other Land Transport. 
facture and Distribution. 
TV. | Clothing, Hats, Boots, Textiles, &c. XI. | Shipping, Wharf Labour, &c. 


V. | Books, Printing, Bookbinding, &c. XII. | Pastoral, Agricultural, Rural, 
Horticultural, &c. 
VI. | Other Manufacturing. XIII. | Domestic, Hotels, &c. 


VII. | Building. XIV. | Miscellaneous. 





PREFAOB. 


It is gratifying to record that secretaries of trade unions and of employ chs 
associations, officials of Commonwealth and State Departments, private 
employers, retail dealers, house agents, and others have readily responded 
to the somewhat heavy demands made upon them. 


Without the help so rendered, the investigations contained herein would 
have been impossible, and I take this opportunity of expressing my cordial 
thanks to all who have thus assisted. 

The valuable assistance rendered to the Bureau by the Statistical Offices 
in the various States, especially in regard to the collection of retail prices, 
is acknowledged, and to the officers concerned I desire to express my sincere 
thanks. 

I am specially indebted to Mr. H. G. Downing, the officer in charge of 
Labour Statistics in this Bureau, for the care and attention which he has 
bestowed on the compilation of this Report and in seeing the matter through 
the press, also to the staff under his control for their cordial co-operation and 
valuable services. 


Ek. T. McPHEE, 
Commonwealth Statistician. 


CommonwealtheBureau of Census and Statistics, 


Canberra, F.C.T., February, 1935. 
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Norte.—The figures on the right represent the scale for the percentage unemployed according to trade- 
union returns. ‘The figures on the left represent the scale for the several index-numbers, the year 1911 
being taken in each case as base (=1,000). Since the end of the year 1911, the Retail Price Index-numbers 
(weighted average cost of food, groceries, and house rent (all houses) for the six capital cities), and the 
Wholesale Price Index-number (Melbourne) are shown in each quarter, while unemployment percentages 
are shown quarterly since the end of the year 1912 only. The other index-numbers since 1913 refer to 
the average for the whole year, but for purposes of convenience are plotted on the graph as at the end, 
not the middle, of the year. Retail Price and Wholesale Price Index-numbers show the average level 
during the whole of each quarter, and they also for convenience are plotted at the end, and not the middle, 
of each quarter. Average nominal wage for adult males, and real wage \full work) and (allowing for 
unemployment) for adult males. 
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CHAPTER I.—PRICES. 
Section 1.—Wholesale Prices. 


1, General.—The information given in this chapter refers to Melbourne 
wholesale prices. An index of Sydney wholesale prices is compiled by the 
Government Statistician of New South Wales, and published in the Year 
Book and the Monthly Bulletin of Business Statistics of that State. 

The scope of the wholesale price index can best be understood by an 
examination of the list of commodities included which is given on page Io. 
This list is, to a large extent, comparable with that used in the compilation 
of the “ Economist’ and “ Statist’ index-numbers of Great Britain, but 
differs largely from that used for the wholesale price index-numbers of the 
United States (Bureau of Labour) or Canada (Department of Labour). 


The items for computing the Melbourne wholesale price index comprise 
chiefly basic materials which in the form of raw material, food, or as a 
source of power, enter into production for home consumption. The purpose 
of the index, therefore, is to measure the changes in the price of these 
particular materials rather than the changes in prices generally. As Aus- 
tralia does not, to any extent, manufacture from imported raw materials 
commodities for export, the local consumption appears to give the most 
appropriate weighting. Any lack of uniformity in the variations of the 
index-numbers for these wholesale prices and for retail prices would indicate 
broadly the changes in the relation of manufacturing and distributing charges 
to the cost of basic materials. 

The index-number of Melbourne wholesale prices was first computed in 
1912, and has been continued on the same lines since that year. It was 
resolved, however, at the Conference of Statisticians at Brisbane in 1930 
that the time had come to revise and extend the items included in order 
to bring the index into line with the changed conditions. An investigation 
to that end is now in progress, and it is hoped that the results will shortly 
be available. 


2. Commodities in Groups.—The commodities are divided into eight 
groups, as set out on page 10. The descriptions of the groups are given 
below with the proportional cost of the consumption of each group in the 
middie of 1933. These proportions may be used with fair accuracy as 

“ weights ” to combine any au: index-numbers at the present time, but 
would give unsatisfactory re me 3 if used for a time when prices were relatively 
much different, as in 1929. 

Groups of Commodities. 





Percentage of Aggregate 





Group. Description. Cost (933): 

I. “ Metals and Coal ” 20 17 
i. * Cotton, Wool ”’, also jute, leather, So te: 10 
III. “* Agricuitural Produce ”” F 30 25 
IV. “Dairy Produce” ae ne Be 9 
Vs ‘* Groceries ”’ es a ore | 20 
VI. ** Meat ” 10 
VIL. “ Building materials * (mostly timber) 8 

Vil. ““ Chemicals ” (excluding fertilizers) I 








It will be noticed that the group “ Chemicals ” is practically negligible. 

The index relates chiefly to basic materials, but a certain proportion of 
Australian manufacturing costs enters into all groups. The amount is 
small in Meat (V1), Agricultural Produce (III.), and Cotton, Wool (II.), and 
greater in others, but the difference is not sufficient to justify any inference 
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as to different changes of the price-level for manufactured goods and farm 
products. The number and weight of manufactured commodities included 
are too small to warrant deductions of this nature from any possible grouping. 
Many of the commodities included are affected by the tariff. Cotton, 
Wool (II.), Agricultural Produce (III.) and Meat (VI.), are little affected, 
and Dairy Produce (IV.) not greatly, but in the other groups the tariff is a 
dominating influence. 


Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Commodities included, Units of Measurement, and 








“ Mass-Units.”’ 
| 
Mass 
Commodity. | Brand. | Unit. | baie || Commodity. | Brand. | Unit. || unit. 
Grovp I. Group V. 
Iron— Currants a0 Ib. 1,400 
Pig .. | Mxd. Nos. ton 6+ || Raisins Sultanas a 1,400 
Fee and Bar | Stafford » at Herrings 1-lb. fresh a 1-Ib. 50 
ngles . ” ” ing 

ee ip ¥9 ”» 3 : Salmon oe fal ” $0 
00 00 ” ” aska 

Galvanized .. | 26 gauge ” 5 Sardines Halves doz. halves 100 

Tinned Piates .. | I.C. Coke box 60 Coffee Plantation Ib. 200 

Fencing Wire .. | No. 8. ton 6 Cocoa McKenzie’s i roo 

ze meet oe ‘ ” I Sugar No. 1a ton 22 
ad, cs ee + . ” { Masaront aA te th, 200 

Copper, sheet .. : 1b. 2,000 Riese zs Es on s 

uicksilver ee 0 12 
Coal .. .. | Newcastle. ton 600 ie Aipalan u z 
on wharf Salt .. «. | Rock 5 1 
GRovp I. Mustard .- | Coleman’s do. 221: 6 

eaten ‘ Starch aes Ib. 100 

ranbags era OZ. 110 yhite 

Cornsacks On ; “ 250 Blue.. Keen’s “1 50 

Rvoolpacke Ga each 200 Matches australian gross 9° 
ather— Safety 
pikome Box ft. 1,200 Caudle .- | Rangoon Ib. 1,600 

e obacco ae ae 1,300 
Bough Tanned 1b, 600 Tea < ; 3,000 
a ae = be Kerosene gallon 1,700 
Mactory i es 
des ROU 5 
Cotton .. | Raw i 24,000 [oe os IS ROUR NE > ee eee 
Wool +. | Greasy.. on 12,200 
Twine i Reaper A 150 Beef A ae roo Ib, 390 
Binder Mutton Ae 7 os Ib. 33,000 
Tallow .. | Mutton ton xq || Veal a ” ” 2,000 
Prime Lamb ” ” 5,600 
WORE? fi tecacet ca Sake Pork ” ” 3,700 
RovpP IIT. 
Te RE = 
Wheat ae Sc bushel 500 praia; 
Flour ton 48 - 
Ena ‘i - ‘ 14 Timber— Flooring— 

‘ollard pee a af X 6x1 roo ft. lin. oO 
Oats .. -. | Milling... bushel eae 6x } ” aa 
Oatmeal ‘Colonial ton 14 6x 4} ” 30 
Barley English bushel 150 6x ¢ » 30 

o Cape .. nr) 100 Weather- 
Maize oA re 1,000 boards ” 200 
Bay .. -. | Best Mngr.| ton 135 Oregon 1,000 ft. 20 
Chaff Prime .. tA 135 sup. 
Straw Victorian a 25 || Shelving “s ro 
Peas.. ae bushel Cement Portland cask 
Potatoes eS ton 33 | White Lead . ae ton er 

Malt .. Victorian | bushel 140 || Slates -. | Welsh 1,000 $ 

| ' 

Onions on ton 3 | 20X10 

Group IV. Group VIII. 

Ham we | 

Bacon 2 | Ut | gage | SSetinetsTartar | Taxco | ae. | goo 
1€68e an : s on + 

Butter ah ” 1,500 | Soda 

Tarde cee ” 9,500 |) Saltpetre Refined 1-30 

Eggs . Ordinary do: 00 Sulphur a ae Me 

Honey y 08. 1,800 || Caustic Soda |. i cwt 2 

Beeswax ee 46 1 oe | Crna ieee ee Lump ton H 

” 7 5 
Condensed Milk Reece doz. Ib. 160 ‘tasanin ‘0 oe Ib. 570 


ae eee eerie 
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3. Index-Numbers.—Index-numbers for each group of commodities, as 
well as for all groups combined, are shown in the following table :— 


Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Index-Numbers 1881 to June, 1934, Computed with 
Year 1911 as Base (= 1,000).* 


a 












































ee ules ap mn wl. 7 We Vv. VI. Vil Vill. 
7 etals ‘otton gricul- | 
YzaR. and | Wool,’ | tural Pro-| Dalry | Grocer- | yroqp, | Bullding | Chem!- Goaipe 
Coal. | Leather.| duce, &c, | Produce. jes. |Materials.| cals. 
1861 Sc 1,438 1,381 1,583 1,008 1,963 ite 1,070 2,030 1,538 
1871 0 1,096 1,257 1,236 864 1,586 Be 1,044 1,409 1,220 
18815 aa 1,178 T,IT5 1,012 935 1,421 a 1,091 1,587 1,121 
1891 ate 895 847 1,024 995 1,032 888 780 1,194 945 
1901 ie 1,061 774 928 1,029 1,048 1,345 841 917 974 
pe Se 1,000 1,000 {,000 Sue {1,000 1,080 {,000 | {,000 {,000 
9 ce 1,021 991 1,370 1,20 1,052 1,357 1,057 78 1,170 
1013 ate 1,046 1,070 1,097 1,054 1,024 1,252 1,128 aaa (,088 
1914 va 1,099 1,032 1,207 25537 1,021 1,507 1,081 1,253 1,149 
1915 ote 1,284 1,017 2,162 1,530 1133 2,435 1,275 11528 1,604 
oS . bee 1,423 set 1,485 1,322 2,515 1,491 1,760 1,504 
5 12 2,008 1,15 1,423 1,343 2,403 1,884 2,171 1,662 
1918 55 2,416 2,360 14444 1,454 1,422 2,385 2,686 22 11934 
1919 2,125 2,363 1,985 1,651 516 | 8 8 25 3 21055 
+ , 3 , , 1,5 2,34 2,851 2,89 
1920 ne 2,298 2,024 2,439 2,209 1,918 3,279 3,226 2,825 2'480 
“1921 5 2,173 4,362 re eo 1,976 2,158 2,733 2,303 1,903 
1922 . 1,942 1,681 1,62 1,64 1,869 1,787 2,005 1,965 1,758 
1923. 1,826 2,148 | 1,778 | 1,837 1,746 | 2,579 | 2,025 | 1,933] 11944 
1924 A 1,835 2,41 1,647 1,655 1,721 2,223 1,815 1,806 1,885 
1925 oo 1,852 1,967 1,797 1,636 1,723 2,212 Lyir 1,790 11844 
ae 0 1,938 zy5h4 2,00 15784 1,731 1,931 se ys ie 
92 aie 1,962 1,650 1,82 1,823 1,724 Ze Hop ¢ 1,624 1,86 Bf 
1928 §=6 5. | rigr2 | 5781 1,726 | 1,751 | 1,707 | 2,015 1,744 | 1,923 1,792 
1929 - 1,912 1,556 1,792 1,853 1,690 2,246 1,754 1,942 {,803 
1930 os 1,866 Tix27 1,484 1,627 1,666 2,025 1,875 1,982 1,598 
1931 ae ee 1,039 1,121 1,399 2,794 7,508 2,025 2,166 try 
1932 ar 1,73 1,000 1,230 1,303 1,767 1,34 2,043 2,127 
TOdS 1 Reh. 3,718), 3.008 1,175 | 3,195 | 1,714 | 1,487 2,001 2,106 1,409 
1932— i 
Oct. .. 1,725 1,052 1,223 1,286 x,761 1,247 2,039 2 pley, 1,404 
INovenees 1,729 1,038 1,183 1,221 1,766 1,199 2,066 2,117 1,382 
Deo. .. 1,731 1,018 1,145 1,194 1,764 1,222 2,069 2,117 1,367 
1933— 
wana Sete 1,733 1,022 1,107 1,179 1,688 1,211 2,083 2,124 1,344 
Webi ocr 1,736 1,006 1,084 1,153 1,692 1,179 2,078 2,124 1,330 
March .. 1,732 997 1,101 1,143 1,694 1,190 2,064 2,121 1,333 
April .. 1,731 1,010 1,152 1,187 1,692 1,248 2,056 2,119 1,358 
Mase oie 1,703 1,085 1,230 1,247 1,700 1,344 2,068 2,118 1,406 
June .. 1,703 1,133 1,214 1,272 1,707 1,584 2,094 2,114 1,439 
qaly ; nee cere 1,231 1,196 1,720 7,047 2,047 2,113 1453 
Ug. coe 1,704 1,172 1,220 1,233 1,737 1,76 2,043 2,113 7m 
Sept. .. 1.710 1,192 1,159 1,283 1,737 1,934 2,043 2,081 1,481 
a z:098 15174 1,150 1,237 1,731 1,774 ace 2,081 ae 
OV. «- 1,699 1,209 1,174 1,115 1,734 1,44 2,002 2,077 
Dec. ..| 1,698} 1,213} 1,243 | 1,087| 1,735| 14495 | 2,051 | 2,07 1,436 
1934— 
Jang woe 1,701 1,383 1,195 1,076 1,744 1,532 2,059 2,078 1,456 
Reb. 22 1,699 1,411 1,190 1,098 1,734 1,456 2,056 2,076 1,452 
Mar. .. 1,699 1,374 1,203 1,141 1,765 1,478 2,034 2,044 1,459 
Apr mee 1,694 1,326 1,242 1,233 1,752 1,536 1,992 2,040 1,471 
May .. 1,640 1,249 1,219 1,400 1,750 1,489 2,014 2,052 1,456 
June .. | 1,637] 1,241 1,274 | 1,365 | 1,743 1,465 2,017 2,025 1,463 





*The figures given in this table are comparable in the vertical columns, but are not directly 
eomparable horizontally. The index-numbers are reversible, 


4. Variations since Outbreak of War.—The variations in the index- 
numbers of the separate commodity groups for the years 1915 to 1933, and 
for each month from October, 1932, to June, 1934, are shown in the 
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following table, taking July, 1914, the last month before the outbreak of war, 
as base (= 1,000) for each group :— 


Melbourne Wholesale Prices Index-Numbers. 


{Base—July, 1914 = 1,000). 






































Ll. II. III. ae Vv. VI. 58.) & Vil. at 
etal ‘otton Agri- airy . . 
Period. | Mind” | Gvooh’ [cattural | Pro- | O70, | Meat, [,Bullding) Chem | croup, 
Coal. | Leather.|Produce.| duce. i ero oe 
July, 1914 «+ {,6e0 1,000 1,c00 {,006 {1,000 1,000 1,000 1,c0o 1,000 
Year 1915 na 1,166 934 2,024 1,272 1,098 1,502 1,164 1,490 1,406 
5p rOLO: a0 1,539 1,307 1,130 1,235 1,266 1,55 1,361 1,716 1,318 
rr LO de a 1,919 1,841 1,084 1,181 1,302 1,480 i722 2,141 1,456 
» 1918. 2,197 2,324 1,351 1,210 1,378 1,469 2,448 3,085 1,695 
ETO LG esr = 1,930 2,169 1,858 1,373 1,469 1,448 2,602 2,827 1,801 
Ay ee a 2,001 2,430 2,288 1,840 1,860 2,022 2,944 2,764 2,178 
«192s 1,974 1,250 1,653 1,663 1,916 1,331 2,495 2,246 1,668 
» 3922 «e 1,763 1,543 1,523 1,370 1,811 1,102 1,830 1,917 1,54t 
w 1923 1,658 1,972 1,664 1,527 1,693 1,590 1,848 1,885 1,704 
» 1924 An 1,667 2,220 1,541 1,376 1,668 1,371 1,656 1,761 1,653 
» 1925 Sé 1,682 1,806 1,681 1,360 1,670 1,364 1,562 1,746 1,617 
» 1926 .. 1,760 1,453 1,873 1,483 1,677 1,191 1,519 1,771 1,606 
aeXO2 fees 1,782 1,515 1,709 1,516 1,671 1,302 1,482 1,820 1,593 
» 1928 .. 1,737 1,635 1,661 1,456 1,654 1,242 1,590 1,876 1,571 
» 1929 ae 1,737 1,428 1,677 1,540 1,638 1,385 1,601 1,895 1,581 
7 E930 Bs 1,695 1,035 1,389 1,353 1,614 1,249 T5712 1,933 1,399 
w» I93t .. 1,659 954 1,049 1,163 1,738 930 1,849 2,112 1,22 
aE XO320 © 5s 1,577 918 1,152 1,083 1,712 83r 1,865 2,074 1,237 
my t933 ave 1,556 1,026 1,109 994 1,66x 917 1,882 2,054 1,235 
1932— ss 
October ate 1,567 966 1,145 1,069 1,707 769 1,861 2,06. 1,231 
November .. 1,571 953 1,107 1,015 1,712 740 1,886 ery ase 
December .. 1,572 935 1,071 993 1,710 754 1,889 2,064 1,199 
1933— 
fanuary SF, 1,574 939 1,036 gS1 1,636 y 
February .. 1,577 924 1,015 959 eee Lees yrs ae ee 
March ee 1,573 915 1,031 951 1,642 734 1,384 Ata 1168 
April Se, ee 927 | 1,078 987 | 1,639 seg.) 28934 Soer faieees 
May a6 1,547 996 1,151 1,036 1,648 820 1,888 2.065 Eee 
June ae 1,547 1,040 1,137 1,057 1,657 977 gtr Babe Y ge 
July So |) cae@.|| eenere ll Sune Soa | $3,6674]' 10x64 a'bGg] —-aieer due tere 
August atte 1,547 1,076 I,14t 1,025 1,684 1,089 1,86 ; 6 ane 
September .. 1,553 1,095 1,113 1,066 Tees Pees Hee 2,061 1,284 
October as 1,542 1,078 1,077 1,028 16738 4 einen gi028) 15299 
Wavemher ; ; , 678 1,094 1,869 2,029 1,266 
RESCHIBER E5543 )| PReXOM! 52099) 927 | 1,681 893 | 1,883 | 2,026] 1,240 
ae 1,542 1,114 1,163 904 1,682 922 1,872 2,027 ¥,259 
1934— 
January 1,545 1,270 1118 8 
February .. | 1,543] 1,295 | 1,114 ae a090 ae 1,879 2,027 | 1,277 
March 1,543 | 1,262 | 1,126 949 | 4.712 ee IN SE) 
April 56 1,538 1,217 1,163 1,025 6 9iz 1,857 1,993 1,279 
May po Atego etiaay-| (Ercan |) ares, | ene | gee) eee | oe? | meee 
une ne 1,48 ex F s 2por 1,2 
1487 40 1,192 1,135 1,689 903 1,841 1,975 rane 








a a 





. Season ions.—T ions i 
5 al Fluctuations.—To show seasonal fluctuations in wholesale 


prices, index-numbers have been com uted for ez 

1933. These are given in the filbaine table, ae pola Bee: baat 
also with the average prices for the year 1933 as base pie ae 
figures for purchasing-power of money (retail prices of food ce a 
cost of housing) have been included for comparative purged 
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Melbourne Wholesale and Retail Prices—Quarterly Index-Numbers, 1933. 


| 
Jan. April July Oct. 
t to to to | Whole 


Particulars. 0) 
March. | June. Sept. Dec. Near. 


aa ee eee eee ee ee 
Wholesale Price Index-Numbers with I9II as base 


= 1,000 pe mec 24 ae we 1,336 1,401 1,467 1,432 1,40 
Wholesale Price Index-Numbers with average for ; ‘ F bi a 
1933 a3 base (= 1,000) ee ee no 948 994 
Retail Price (Food, Groceries and Cost of Housing) 
eae hae with average for 1911 as base 
= 1,000 ine = aa we or 
Retail Price (Food, Grocerles, and Cost of Housing) 
Ale te i with average for 1933 as base 
= 1,000 or 2A <= 5% 


1,041 1,016 1,000 


1,294 1,307 1,332 ; 1,343 1,319 
| 


981 i 991 | 1,010: 1,018 1,000 











The results evidence a greater variation in wholesale than in retail 
prices, but in both instances the index-numbers show that the prices dropped 
during the first quarter of the year and rose during the second and third 
quarters. In the fourth quarter wholesale prices dropped whilst retail 
ptices rose slightly. 


6. Prices, 1982 and 1988.—In Section 1. of the Appendix, details are 
given of the average wholesale prices of the particular grades of commodities 
used in computing the index-numbers in the years 1932 and 1933. Corres- 
ponding information for previous years was given in the Appendices to 
preceding Reports. In Report No. x (1912), prices are given for each year 
from 1871 to Igri. 


§ 2. Retail Prices. 


1. GeneralL—The methods adopted for the computation of retail price 
index-numbers have been described in earlier issues of this Report. For 
the principles involved, the reader is recommended to consult the Appendix 
to Labour Report No. g. 


2. The New Composite Unit.—The constitution of the “ composite unit”’ 
used until the end of June, 1932, is published in Labour Report, No. 23, and 
preceding issues, together with the reasons for its replacement by the new 
one appearing below. In accordance with the general principles of 
procedure in changing the regimen (see Labour Report No. 9, Appendix L,, 
Part II., paras. 14, 18) the index was taken as determined by the old regimen 
for the June quarter of 1932, and the new regimen is used to measure 
variations in the price-level after that date. The breach of continuity is 
very slight, and the index-number may be regarded as recording as accurately 
as possible the changes in retail prices through the whole period since Igrt. 
In the old regimen, the weights represented in millions the annual total 
consumption for Australia in the years 1906 to 1910. In the new regimen, 
the weights are, approximately, the annual average consumption per head 
for household purposes during the years 1927 to 1929. Small adjustments 
in the crude average consumption have been made in two ways. Consumption 
by factories, when the product did not go into household use in Australia, 
was deducted. On the other hand, the weights given to some foods, such 
as dried apricots and canned peaches, cover also the consumption of other 
similar foods. The following table gives the new regimen, and the weights 
of corresponding items of the old regimen, reduced for comparison to the 
same basis of annual consumption per head. In the last column, the 
approximate relative importance of the items making up the new regimen is 
shown for the third quarter of 1932. The relative importance will, ot 
course, change slightly with variation of prices, and revised figures will be 
published from time to time as may be necessary. 
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Retail Prices—* New Composite Unit.” 
(Comparison or “ New’”’ anp “ Orp”’ Mass Units AND PERCENTAGE COST OF EACH IreM.) 


(b) Cost of 
Items in 
“New” 
“New” (a) Ola” Regimen ae 
Unit of fF is ea, 
: a4 n Regimen percentag 
ort SUBS Mas Units Mass Units Aggregate— 


(per capita). 


(per capita). 


Melbourne, 


3rd Quarter, 
1932. 





Grovur I.—GrocErIges (INCLUDING BREAD). 
































1. Bread 2 Ib. loaf 100 109.86 5.8 
z. Flour, ordinary 25 Ib. bag 2 2.58 oh) 
3- ,, self-raising .. 2 lb. pkt. 12 oe 1.0 
4. Tea ae an ts Ib. 8 7-04 2.9 
5. Sugar a3 E i i 100 107.98 6.5 
6. Rice 20 45 ne + 8 11.74 0.4 
7. Sago a : I 1.88 o.r 
8. Jam, apricot 1H Ib. tin 8 17.14 1.2 
g. Golden Syrup 2 Ib. tin I Ae o.I 
to. Oatmeal has Ao Ib. 8 8.22 0.3 
11. Raisins, seeded 0 ste + 5 3-29 °.7 
12. Currants .. es a “A 2 3.29 0.2 
13. Apricots, dried a I | Te 0.2 
14. Peaches, canned 2 |b. tin 3 0.5 
15. Pears, canned Fd I 0.2 
16. Salmon, in tins Ib. tin 3 Se 0.7 
17. Potatoes 14 lb. 9 15.02 ied 
18. Onions ols He ae Ib. 14 15.96 0.9 
19. Soap, household, ordinary .. - 16 15.02 rea 
20. Candles A oa oe 99 I 3.76 0.2 
21. Kerosene gallon I 3.99 0.3 
Group II.—Datmy Propucer. 
SS Eee ee ee eee 
22. Milk, fresh 30 sc quart 72 70.42 6.3 
23. Butter, factory an oc Ib. 30 22.30 7-6 
24. Cheese, mild = of ” 4 3.52 0.7 
25. Milk, condensed, sweetened tin 5 she 0.7 
26. Eggs, fresh : dozen 6 4.23 1.3 
27. Bacon, rashers ou Ib. be) 7.51 Qk 
28. Ham, rashers, uncook i a 2 1.88 0.4 
Grovur III.—Mear. : 
———)YSgS SSeseSesssssssees 
29. Beef, sirloin AG ak Ib. 18 | 
One ss) TUDS* 3 ae ai a | 
31. ,, steak,rump .. ote “F Ir 
32. ,, steak, stewing.. se + 20 }107 90.85 10.2 
33. 4, sausages oe a0 - 7 
34. ., cornedround .. oc 5 14 
35. ., brisket with bone mr A eoars 
36. Mutton, leg on As n | 20 
37. AS shoulder .. on ” 15 
38. Py loin a eed D 18 F 
39. ,, chops, loin oF - 16 e Miles a 
Ont tats; chops, leg .. me ss Io 
41. Pork, leg .. se a as ) 
42 Fy OU < ae ac a 2 
43- 4, chops a oa 55 2{? 8.69 1.2 
44. 5, sausages as +. * 3) 
Grover IV.—Hovsrxa. 
45. House Accommodation week | 10 | 10.92 38.1 





(a) The mass units given for the “‘ Old ” regimen are obtained by dividing the “ 
weights of the “old”’ regimen by the mean population of Australia for the 
(6) Relative importance of items, ‘‘ New ”’ regimen. 


total consumption ” 
years 1906 to Igto, 
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Foods of some importance, such as fresh fish, and fruit and vegetables 
other than potatoes and onions have not been included in the new regimen, 
owing to the fact that comparable prices for a standard grade for these 
items cannot be obtained, while a further difficulty arises from the seasonal 
character of the production and consumption thereof. The inclusion of such 
items, therefore, would impair the accuracy and stability of the index, and 
even if accurate information could be obtained, the index would probably 
not be materially affected by their inclusion. In the old regimen certain 
omissions were made partly on account of the difficulty of securing com- 
parable prices. Some of the joints of meat, for example, are only insufficiently 
standardized, but anomalies in price were not uncommon. On this account, 
they have been deleted, and the total weight given to meat is distributed 
amongst the more standardized joints. 


3. Collection of Data.—Retail prices of the commodities included in 
the “composite unit” are collected from representative retail establish- 
ments in each of the five selected towns in each State (30 towns in all). 
The addresses of traders are forwarded to the Bureau by the Government 
Statisticians of each State, and prices of foods included in the regimen are 
obtained monthly from about ten tradespeople in each town. A careful 
selection is made from the lists of tradespeople and agents to ensure the 
supply of representative figures for the district as a whole, and returns are 
sent back for verification if there is any doubt in regard to the accuracy 
of the information supplied. The movement in wholesale prices of com- 
modities is used as a check when the indicated movement of retail prices 
appears to be abnormal. 


Misunderstanding has occurred in connexion with the use of the word 
“predominant” in describing the grade of goods for which prices were 
quoted. When retailers first made a return of prices, they were asked to 
quote for the grade most in demand—the “ predominant ”’ price—and the 
prices have been usually so described. But there was no intention that the 
grade for which a price was quoted should be changed on account of a change 
in the demand. To change the grade in this way would be contrary to the 
first principles of making an index of prices, as was laid down very 
emphatically by Sir George Knibbs in the Appendix to the Labour Report, 
No. 9, 1918. 


The grades and qualities quoted for by the individual retailers have in 
fact been kept practically constant. Any appreciable change would be 
detected in the tabulated prices, and the return would be sent back for 
explanation or amendment. In 1931, with the very sudden fall 
in real wages and real incomes of all kinds, there was a_ possibility 
of considerable changes taking place in the predominant grade for some 
commodities. Retailers were therefore requested to take special care 
not to change the grade or quality quoted for, and the word “ pre- 
dominant ” has been abandoned, as lable to give rise to misunderstanding. 
A careful scrutiny of returns has made it certain that there has been no 
appreciable change of grade in the foods for which prices are recorded. 


A return of rents is made at the middle of each quarter by ten or more 
house-agents in each capital city for brick and wooden houses respectively 
classified according to the number of rooms. The return shows the average 
rent paid for all occupied houses of an average standard. Houses with special 
advantages or disadvantages, are, therefore, not taken into account. Informa- 
tion on similar lines is collected quarterly in each of the country towns 
incluced in the investigation. 
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4. Change of Base Period.—In the issues of the Labour Report ne 
the year 1920, the retail prices of food and groceries and cost of eal ae: 
and five rooms) were compared with the weighted average cost In pias 
capital cities in rqIr = 1,000, while the total household eae thi 
tabulations, (i.e., food and groceries, rent of four and five rooms, C'0 . nS 
and miscellaneous items) were computed to the weighted average a e 
the six capital cities in November, 1914 = 1,000. The soca a i 
computing retail price indexes to a post-war base was considered by : 
Conference of Statisticians, and it was resolved that from Ist jane 
1930, the average of the five-yearly period—1923-1927—be adopte He af 
base for retail price indexes. Consequently, the index-numbers in the 
following tables, with the exception of those given in the table showing 
relative cost in the 200 towns of Australia, have been re-computed to 
the base specified. 


5. Retail Price Index-Numbers and Wage Assessment.—In view of 
the many “ Series” of Retail Price index-numbers which are now associated 
with the fixation and variation of wages, the following short explanation of 
the various Series involved is considered necessary. 


It is desirable to again emphasize the fact that the Retail Price index- 
numbers compiled by the Bureau are designed to measure the variations in 
the cost of the definite regimen of commodities and services covered by each 
of the series, and do not of themselves “ fix” wages. The use made of them 
by wage-fixing tribunals for the purpose of fixing and adjusting wages, is 
entirely the responsibility of the tribunals concerned, and not of the Bureau, 
although the Bureau fully realizes the great importance of the function to 
which these indexes are applied in this connexion, and takes every care to 
make them as accurate as possible. 


(i) “A” Series —The ‘‘ A” Series of Indexes covers the items Food and 
Groceries and the Rent of all Houses, with the year 1911 as the base (1,000). 
This is the Series which the Commonwealth Arbitration Court adopted in 
1913 to determine the relative basic wage for towns throughout Australia, 
and to vary what is popularly known as the “‘ Harvester” Basic Wage of 
1907—the wage (42s. per week for Melbourne) declared by Mr. Justice 
Higgins to be sufficient to meet the “ normal needs of the average employee, 
regarded as a human being, living in a civilized community.’ This series 
has had very little application,since May, 1933, as the result of the adoption 
by the Court of the “D” Series at that date, and the “C” Series in May, 
1934. The “A” Series of Indexes are published in Appendix VII. of this 
Report. 


(ui) “B” Series—The “ B” Series covers the items Food and Groceries 
and Rent of 4 and 5-roomed Houses, with the prices ruling in the yeara 
1923-1927 as the base (1,000). 


_This series has never been used in connexion with wages by any Industrial 
Tribunal, and is published on pages 18 to 24. 


(ui) “C”” Sertes—(See page 25).—The “©” Series covers all items of 
Household Expenditure, viz., Food and Groceries ; Rent of 4 and 5-roomed 
Houses ; Clothing (man, wife and three children) ; Household Drapery and 
Hardware ; Fuel; Lighting ; and other miscellaneous items, with the yearg 
1923-1927 as base (1,000). 
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This Series was introduced as the result of the recommendations of the 
Royal Commission on the Basic Wage of 1920, and the regimen adopted was 
practically that of the “Indicator” Lists of the Commission. 


The Series was not used in connexion with the assessment of wages until 
its partial adoption by the Federal Court in May, 1933, when that Court 
introduced the “ D” Series of Indexes (for explanation of which see below) ; 
but im its judgment of 17th April, 1934, the Court adopted the “©” Series 
as the sole basis of the wages declared in the judgment, and for the future 
adjustment of such wages. 


This Series, covering as it does a far wider range of commodities, displays 
a different relationship between the towns than is shown in the preceding 
Series (“ A” and “B”’), and has given rise to the sharp differences in the 
wages allotted to certain country towns compared with the former rates. 


(iv) “D’’ Sertes—The “D”’ Series is a combination of the “A” and 
“C” Series, and was created by the Commonwealth Court in May, 1933, 
for the fixation and adjustment of wages of those employees who were 
subjected to the full 10 per cent. “ cut” imposed by the Court in January, 
1931. 


The Series has for its base the ‘‘ A’ Series Index for each town for the 
4th Quarter of 1929, which is varied according to the ratio of change indicated 
by the “C ” Series Index for the whole of 1929 and the corresponding “ C ” 
Index for the town for the Quarter upon which the adjustment is to be 
made. It will thus be seen that whereas the “ D” Indexes for each town 
from the 4th Quarter of 1929 to date are in the same ratio as the “C”’ 
Indexes for the same town, the relationship of different towns is that of the 
“A” Series for the 4th Quarter of 19209, slightly modified by the difference 
in movement of the “A” Series and the “©” Series Index for each town. 


This Series has been superseded almost entirely by the judgment of 
the Court referred to under “C”’ Series, and will only continue to operate 
in the few industries exempted m the judgment for further consideration. 


A set of index-numbers under this Series is included in Appendix VIII. 


(v) Food and Grocertes—The regimen of Food and Groceries is a 
component part of each of the Series of Retail Price index-numbers before 
mentioned, and details of the regimen comprising it will be found in paragraph 
2 of this section. An index computed from the prices of food and groceries 
only is used for the adjustment of Old-age and Invalid Pensions. 


(vi) The “ 200 Towns” Table-—This table is tabulated for the month of 
November each year in respect of 200 of the more important towns of the 
Commonwealth, and covers the cost of Food and Groceries combined 
with the Rent of 4 and of 5-roomed Houses respectively. Tunis table has 
been used mostly for arguing relative rates for country towns, but the index- 
numbers have not been directly employed by Arbitration Tribunals in 
this connexion. The table will be found on page 36. 


(vii) Relative Merits of Series —The relative merits of the various series 
of index-numbers have been much discussed. Prices of all commodities 
do not change simultaneously, and consequently over short periods there 
may be differences of some magnitude between the results ascertained from 
the different series, but over longer periods these differences tend to be 
much reduced. 
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Thus, taking the movement of the following Retail Price Indexes for a 
Six Capital Cities over the two periods IgII to 1933 and 1929 to 1933, We 
changes are substantially of the same order, viz. :— 


I ase Decrease 

per eent., per cent. 

IgI1-1933- 1929-1933. 
Food and Groceries only.. t: es BAe es ree 
Rent of All Houses a > re 36 s 23 
Rent of 4 and 5-roomed Houses .. i 31 ae 25 


Food and Rent of All Houses (“ A ” Series) 35 an 20 
Food and Rent of 4 and 5-roomed Houses 


(“ B” Series) fis es Si or S3n gis an 
“All Items” of Household Expenditure 
(“ C ” Series) ye S Pa SAT ee Ba 22 


* Taken back to 1911 from base 1914 by means of “ A” Series Index, 


A simple discussion of the retail price index for food and rent, and of 
its accuracy and adequacy, particularly in connexion with wage adjustment, 
was given in Labour Report No. 21, Appendix VIII., which is printed also 
as a separate pamphlet entitled ‘‘ Wages and Prices.” 


6. Retail Prices—Capital Cities, 1907 to 1988.—Index-numbers, 
computed separately for each group of commodities and services included 
in the investigation, also the weighted average for all groups together, 
for the capital city of each State are shown in the next table. The index- 
numbers in the following tables, which have the period 1923-27 as base, 
can be converted to the old base 1911 by multiplying by 1,000 and dividing 
by the index-number for IgI1T. 


Retail Prices Index-Numbers—Capital Cities. (‘‘B’ Series.) 


The index-numbers given in the separate groups of the table cannot be compared with each other in 
order to show the relative cost of housing, and food and groceries, since each group or combination 


has its own base, viz., the weighted average cost for the six cities taken together during the five-yearly 
period 1923-1927 for that group or combination, 



































Town. 1907. IgIt, IQI4. 1921. 1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 1933. 
Group I.—Grocrnizs, 
eee 
1! 

Sydney ae 5 510 574 | 627 | 1,115 | 1,106 952 gi2 2 8 
Melbourne... + 461 521 562 | 1,070 989 858 275 Pot 734 
Brisbane AG 55 547 614 607 | 1,105 | 1,021 877 854 831 771 
Adelaide oe Ag 510 541 598 | 1,076 972 846 753 754 718 
Perth oe me 572 720 628 | 1,103 | 1,014 908 844 825 761 
Hobart aia «e 501 566 604 | 1,087 | 1,025 917 828 853 789 
Weighted Average (a) .. 499 564 599 | 1,093 | 1,037 | 899 838 845 774 


I 


Group II.—Dariry Propuce. 





Sydney es os 551 57 656 | 1,080 | 1,086 

Melbourne... is 571 ree baa 1,087 | 11003 oye = 810 758 
Brisbane se Ae 495 581 588 983 971 896 Nee 743 687 
Adelaide a os 548 651 705 | 1,018 | 1,007 908 ee ge 686 
Perth A ee 709 733 735) \. T3052.) 2,057 983 Bay oBe 677 
Hobart an ws | 564 587 695 | 1,091 993 92t 708 cae ae 
Weighted Average (a) .. | 563 | 591 | 654 | 1,072 | 1,036 946 815 764 oe 


(a) For all capital cities. 
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers—Capital Cities-—continued. 
TowN. | 1907. IgiII. | Igt4. | 1921. 1929. | 1930. 1931. | 1932. 1933. 
Group IlI—MEaT 

Bydney . 519 501 668 960 | 1,068 | 1,034 853 781 | 764 
Mebourne f. A 557 485 663 1,030 1,029 991 804 ee 732 
Brisbane oe 535 488 610 897 823 741 644 599 599 
Adelaide Ae 553 541 784 | 1,095 | 1,232 | 1,107 876 839 809 
Perth ae 789 824 881 1,103 | 1,220] 1,025 802 794 777 
Hobart on 668 638 780 | 1,244 | 1,056 | 1,036 842 809 817 
Weighted Average (a) 558 522 691 | 1,010 | 1,061 | 1,001 817 753 746 

Grovrs I., H., AnD III. CoMBINED.—F0OD AND GROCERIES. 

| | 

Sydney ae 523 553 646 | 1,062 | 1,090 984 876 852 800 
Melbourne ai 517 523 610 1,063 1,004 913 791 758 713 
Brisbane 530 569 603 I,014 O51 B44 778 738 699 
Adelaide avs 532 570 679 1,066 | 1,055 937 789 761 731 
Perth oie 670 753 728 | 1,116 | 1,084 961 836 804 757 
Hobart etd 565 592 678 | 1,133 | 1,025 952 816 797 757 
Weighted Average (a) 533 559 640 | 1,064 | 1,044 941 826 796 75% 

Group IV.—HovsING (WEIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 RooMs). 
Sydney nn 593 Jor 760 989 | 1,162 | 1,197 | 1,026 804 864 
Melbourne a 455 569 628 820 | 1,094 | 1,011 867 816 801 
Brisbane 283 373 466 630 841 775 680 641 681 
Adelaide : 510 706 655 809 956 916 755 691 694 
Perth o. 458 524 589 739 955 979 881 810 795 
Hobart 405 452 518 881 932 914 gor 868 860 
Weighted Average (a) 497 612 662 862 | 1,073 | 1,047 gor 817 Bog 

' 
ALL GROUPS COMBINED.—FOOD, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING. 

Bydney oe ‘ 548 606 687 | 1,036 | 1,115 | 1,059 929 867 822 
Meibourne . ao 495 539 616 977 | 1,036 948 818 778 742 
Brisbane oy F 442 500 554 877 gi2 819 743 704 690 
Adelaide se ae 524 618 671 975 | 1,030 929 777 736 716 
Perth ae on 594 672 679 982 | 1,038 968 852 805 768 
Hobart AD ° 508 542 621 | 1,044 992 939 846 822 792 
Weighted Average (a) 520 578 648 992 | 1,054 978 852 803 768 





(a) For ali capital cities. 


7, Change of Basis for Rent Constituent.—The preceding table 
takes into account the rent of houses of four and five rooms only. Up till 
the end of 1924, the rent of “all houses’ was the basis of the index. The 
‘all houses ” index is still continued for the use of the Arbitration Court 
(Appendix VII.). The movements of these two indexes differ little one from 
the other in the same city, but the index-numbers for “all houses” may 
be seriously affected between towns by the different proportions of four 
and five-roomed houses in the total of all houses. 


8. Retail Prices, Thirty Towns, 1929 to 1934.—The following tables give 
index-numbers representing the variations in the cost of food and groceries 
(44 commodities), in 30 of the more important towns in Australia at yearly, 
quarterly, and monthly periods for the years specified. In addition, index- 
numbers are inserted showing for the years specitied the quarterly and yearly 
variations in house rents and in the combined cost of food, groceries, and 


housing. 
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns : Weighted Average of 8 


Rutaw PRIcEs. 


the five-yearly period 1923-1927, as Base (a2) (= 1,000). 


N.S. W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 


VICTORIA.—INDEX- NUMBERS. 














| 











ix Capital Cities during 
(«B”? Series.) 






























































(a) See explanatory note at top of table on page 18. 





S18] eh edge? —& |e | 3 |e 
Se a 3 2 + 3 s AZ | a S BRe 
o ss 8 5 = Sis ° S Cs ao) payee NNEC 
a : & S S |ssal 3 P| a o ao |oPs 
[o} 3 Peat o s 2 vd bal ib teen es 
P £ & oS S ae =| foc) (23) oO eo |edte 
FooD AND GROCERIES. 
1929 1,090 | 1,061 | 1,286 | 1,094 | 1,046 | 1,092 {1,004 | 1,029 | 1,041 | 1,010 990 | 1,006 
1930 984 | 974 |1,182 | 977] 964] 988] 913] 952 | 958 | 909 | 932] 916 
1931 876 | 868 {1,011 | 843 | 857] 879 | 7or | 815 | 825 | 781 | 810} 703 
1932 852 | 836 | 953] 829 | 818 | 853 758 | 767 | 779 778 | 80x 760 
1933 86 799 830 785 778 80i 7i3 732 733 738 746 715 
1933 rst Qir. 796 786 879 734 762 797 688 713 720 720 728 692 
and ,, 799 | 791 884 788 Tae 800 793 724 724 731 740 706 
3rd, 808 | 809 | 876 | 787 | 794} 809] 725 | 744 | 746 | 753 | 762} 727 
4th ,, 796 810 880 779 789 799 734 745 741 747 755 735 
1934 1st Qtr. 814 820 892 802 803 816 726 758 757 747 761 730 
and ,, 821 836 917 817 811 824 749 782 786 768 791 752 
1933- 
January 802 790 882 796 766 803 700 722 731 728 736 703 
February 799 788 881 791 764 799 689 712 722 720 728 692 
March 787 | 781 | 873 | 765 | 757 | 788} 675 | 705} 708 | 714 | 719 | 679 
April 800 791 885 782 762 801 688 719 719 728 | 4738 693 
May 797} 789 | 885 | 790] 772 | 799} 700} 725 | 720} 728] 738} 703 
June 799 794 881 790 780 800 720 728 731 737 744 721 
July +. | 804 | 799 | 873 | 789 |- 787 | 805 | 710 | 723 | 726] 728 | 737 | 7x2 
August c 813 812 878 788 798 814 726 750 754 762 772 730° 
September .. 807 815 876 783 797 809 737 758 757 768 778 7410 
October... 800 811 874 778 788 803 739 748 7A 757 764 740 
November .. 785 803 874 770 774 788 721 732 927 732 740 722 
December 802 816 892 790 804 805 742 755 755 752 762 IA3 
1934. 
January .. 810 817 895 800 806 8312 923 755 758 749 760 927 
February 814 820 890 801 803 816 9279 756 753 745 762 730 
March 817 824 890 806 800 8x9 728 762 760 740 760 732 
April ae 829 836 904 816 8x1 830 747 780 784 27% 786 750 
May 827 848 923 829 824 831 762 796 794 781 807 765 
June a5 808 824 924 807 797 811 739 770 781 752 781 742 
HOUsING—(WEIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 ROOms). 
1929 1,162 | 1,082 701 | 1,240 880 | 1,142 } 1,094 704 817 941 849 | 1,060 
1930 1,197 | 1,044 727 | 1,181 978 | 1,170 | 1,011 696 750 883 865 982 
1931 1,026 895 700 953 892 | 1,005 857 620 653 815 823 847 
1932 Do 894 799 622 841 781 877 816 627 643 738 804 799 
1933 Ar 864 779 629 812 781 850 80) 636 6il 721 795 785 
1933 rst Qtr. 873 780 627 817 783 857 806 i 635 636 72% i 794 700. 
ands 863 | 778 | 627 | 810} 783 | 849] 709 | 633 | 637 | 72x | 788] 783 
3rd _s,, 861 | 778 | 631 | 812] 783} 8471 709] 633] 639| 72x | 709 | 783 
4th ,, | 859 | 778) 636) 810] 775 845 799 | 642 | 650 | 72x 798 | 784 
1934 xst Qtr. 863 778 635 811 782 848 799 653 656 2r 2 8 
and ,, 866 | 784 | 642] 824 | 779 | 855} 801 | 654 | 662 we fog Mee 
Foop, Groceries, AnD Hovsina. 
1929 = = 1,068 | 1,078 | 1,146 987 | 1,110 | 1,036 62 
1930 1,059 998 | t,021 | r,050 969 | 1,052 tas ae ay 985 eek leet 
1931 - | 929 | 877] ‘oor | 882 | 869 § Za MAROHT HOSS! rade 
S A 7 552 0 923 818 746 6 
1932 867 823 835 834 805 862 778 ee oe re as Shes 
1933 ae 822 791 785 794 778 8i8 742 655 698 23i Zi 738 
1933 1st Qtr. | 822 | 783 | 787 | 795 | 767| 8171 727 | 683 | 688 i ee. 3 
2nd ,, 82t | 786 | 700} 795 | 774) 817] 735 | 690 | 6oz ee ae 223 
ard. 826 | 798 | 786 795 | 789 | 822 | 750| 703 | oz mat 773 73% 
4th ,, 817 | 798 | 79x | 789 | 783| 815 | 756 | 707] 7071 737] 368 ae 
1934 1st Qtr. | 830 | 806| 799] 805| 795 | 827 | 752 | 7x 2 SSS ieee cee 
and, | 837| 818| 8:7] 819 | 799| 8351 767| 536] Sar} 308 ae ae8 
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities during 
the five-yearly period, 1923-27, as Base (2) (= 1,000) (“B”* Series)—continued. 






























































QUEENSLAND—INDEX-NUMBERS. SOUTH AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NUMBERS. 
Py . ai zz 8 
‘ 4 = ‘ EI ails ew & 
o (=e, 4 Coa ; 285 = 5 “et ret 
21 8/2 | 8e| 2/282] 8 lass) | 2] €/2s 
2 Ee te EF i@mss| & |Ses a wg |oa 
‘2 5 D5 az m goo oO ~3O5 2 o So | ss. 
red 8 og] £8 >s 3 aoe 3 3 o5 | loa 
a se | S| Of | & [Bac] < |eSE) a S | a8 | Fan 
FOOD AND GROCERIES. 
eh, || ee | as hee Re Oe | | nd a a eT Sa 
1929 = O51 929 | I,OII | 1,102 971 961 $1,055 | 1,137 | 1,1r1 | 1,034 | 1,166 | 1,067 
1930 0 844 846 gI2 966 877 855 937 | 1,036 | 1,019 924 | 1,044 944 
1931 be 778 go 843 902 798 788 789 869 853 774 864 795 
1932 te 738 29 808 876 770 749 761 848 818 2772 816 767 
1933 7 699 678 749 802 727 706 et 802 750 740 773 735 
1933 get uate. 692 674 748° 822 718 701 711 790A 746 739 765 716 
” 607 | 673 758 807 724 705 731 803 753 739) | 770. | 735 
i = 702 | 682 | 750! 790} 73x | 7o8 | 743 | Bor | 752 | 740 | 777 | 746 
4th ,, 706 | 684 | 739 | 790] 734 | 711 740 | 810 | 748 | 74x | 778 | 744 
1934 pa at 719 690 | 755 804 735 724 759 | 832 772 743 793 | 762 
» 731 7oo | 778] 814 | 745 | 735 | 786] 855 | 808! 755} 810] 788 
1933. 
January .. 696 | 672) 750] 83x | 717 | 704] 707 | 796 | 745 | 7421 764 | 7133 
February . 694 | 680] 748 838 | 720 | 703 712 795 | 7491 7391 767 | 717 
March ah 687 | 669] 747] 798 | 715 | 696] 713 | 790| 745 | 737 | 764) 718 
April 0 694 | 676] 751 | 804 | 719 | 7oz 7 726] 801 | 755 | 735 | 770 | 73% 
May 698 671 763 806 726 706 727 802 752 742 769 732 
June 698 671 759 811 728 706 740 806 751 738 772 743 
July 5 695 | 671 757 | 794 732 | 793 | 730] 799] 743 | 730] 765 734 
August 6 703 | 686] 748 | 785 | 726) 709 | 752 | 800] 758 | 748 | 781 | 754 
September .. 708 | 689°] 745 790 | 733 | 713 | 747 | 803 755} 742 | 785 | 750 
October .. 708 | 685 743 793 735 713 730 | 798 742 | 728} 769 | 734 
November .. 696 | 673 733 779 | 721 7OI 733 797 | 7381 726 | 770| 736 
December .- | 715 | 692 | 743 | 798 | 745] 719 | 758 | 835 | 763 | 768 | 795 | 762 
sn | 
January ; 72x | 69r | 747} 800 | 736] 724 754 | 829 | 770| 745 | 79x | 758 
February .. 720} 690{ 755 | 804 {| 738 24°) 758 |) 833 | 77x | 74x || 7o3"|| Zor 
March Ge 718 689 762 807 731 723 764 835 774 744 797 768 
April E 736 | 700} 775 | 812} 745 | 738} 793 | 860 | 817} 761 | 816 | 7ox 
May es 737 | 714 792 824 759 742 795 870 | 816 765 821 798 
June 0 720 | 687] 769} 807} 730] 7234 769 | 836] 790] 740] 794] 772 
HOUSING—(WEIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 Rooms). 
1929 cs 84x | 719 | 633 | 745 | 678 | 806 | 986] 443) 695 | 56x | 816] o45 
1930 ‘ 775 727 685 720 668 759 Q16 398 715 586 810 88a 
1931 680 628 624 628 648 668 755 402 675 586 715 734 
1932 5 641 649 582 542 617 633 691 378 624 610 700 675 
1933 : 68i 708 567 5i7 610 666 694 379 601 Gis 110 676 
1933 a Qtr. 660 714 566 518 617 650 692 378 604 610 Bie 674 
2nd ,, 694 | 605 | 548 | 518} 623} 674] 693 | 378 | Gor | 610 | 708 | 676 
ard, 683 712} 5771 514 | 599} 668 | 694 | 379 | 603 | 61x | 707} 676 
nth 5, 686 | 710 | 576) 516} 5994 670 | 696] 379 | 596} 608 | 712] 678 
1934 mst Qtr. | 607 | 727 | 586 | 516 | 599] 681 | 699} 383 | 596} 608 | 652} 680 
and ,, 687 | 750] 599 | 509] 599! 679] 700} 394) 599 | 608] 652] 685 








FooD, GROCERIES AND HOUSING. 























1929 5 g12 855 877 975 867 906 | 1,030 891 963 866 | 1,042 | 1,020 
1930 On 819 804 832 879 803 821 929 810 gIr 804 961 Q22 
193! ie 743 | 716 | 765 805 | 745 745 | 777 | 703 | 790} 707 {| 811 774 
1932 gr 704 699 728 758 716 708 736 681 749 754 774 734 
1933 An 690 684 684 760 684 629 76 651 695 693 746 713 
1933 bi ae 678 683 683 714 680 681 702 645 694 692 743 700 
% 692 677 684 704 686 691 716 651 69 692 746 713 

a - 692 688 688 691 683 691 724 650 697 693 750 720 

4th ,, 696 | 689] 680} 692] 685} 604 | 723 | 656] 692} 693] 752] 719 

1934 ae ote 709 | 699 | 604 701 686 | 706} 736 | 672 | 709] 694 | 743 | 733 
as 713 | 713 | 714} 706] 693] 713 | 755 | 691 | 734] 702} 755 | 752 


a 


(a) See note at top of table on page 18. 
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns: Weighted Average (eB? Series)—co” 


the five-yearly period, 1923-1927, as Base (b) (=1,000). 

















































































































































































o o 
é _InDEX-NUMBERS. sale 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NUMBERS. TasMANIA—IND ee 5 . 
eS SS ee 
= = ps £ § <r <q, 
s| sila |e 2) S| $ |g |Seaeniee 
eg] g || Sag Beige I) eas S$ | s | &o| € | B23] Slee 
- 8 3 | roe | Nite 5 g | os 5 | ed] sel] oe 
a ° a 2 = BO ee 5 as © ofa cy 
3 =) 2 Soaliraiees a q 5 & Ce SEs oF a 
é CI S é 2 az i re] f=} A oC Sain o [38 
FoopD AND GROCERIES. 
| 
| | 
5 5 1,108 | 1,025 | 995 | 1,078 | 1,038 | 1,140 | 1,024 | 1,044 | 1,047 
cae ms ace saa Vox |x.0% | ross | 986] 952 | 937 |r,002| 938 |1,068| ‘953 |] ‘941 | "948 
ae "| 836| ’oo4 | 883 | 886] ‘918 | 856] 816 | 812] 844 | 827] 934] 82x | 826) 830 
1932 oy 804 | 974 854 831 862 824 797 779 830 822 904 798 796 | 801 
1933 an 757 936 807 793 760 777 757 736 764 766 873 756 751 754 
st Qtr. 38 | 930| zor | 768| 746] 759] 737 | 727} 766] 763 | 868) 7424) 736} 741 
Hass en G36 943 | 824 | 801 | 761 | 794] 759] 735 | 773 | 769 | 877 | 752) 7481 752 
3rd _,, 758 | 941 | 810 | 805] 763] 779] 777) 748 | 764 | 765 | 374 | 772] 760] 763 
ath ,, 755 | 928 | 803 | 796} 770] 775) 763 | 735 | 752 || 766 | 870 ))| “7590 7581] 76x 
1934 ret Qtr. | 784 | 947| 832] 825 | 774| 803} 746| 720 | 743 | 753 | 874 | 746] 767] 770 
ad seae 824 | 1,007 870 866 830 839 735 770 801 797 904 786 785 789 
1033, 
January .. {| 732 | 928| 783 | 773| 75 | 754] 746] 732 | 760 | 769 | 880] 749] 7424 747 
February .. | 733 | 929| 789 | 762] 743 | 755 | 739 | 726| 768} 765 | 865} 7424 738} 742 
March -» | 748] 932] 80r | 769 | 743] 768 | 727 | 722 |) 762) 756} 860] 733 | 729] 734 
April .. | 763.| 938} 815 | 793 | 756) 783] 74x | 730] 772 | 772 | 872 | 746) 742] 746 
May . | 773 | 941 | 822] 798 | 76x} Jor} 749 | 735} 775 | 769 | 876 | 752} 7461 750 
June +» | 79x | 949 | 835 | 813} 765 | 808} 759] 740 | 772} 765 | 884 | 759] 756] 759 
July -» | 755 | 942] 819 | zor | 769] 777] 760) 740} 764 | 768 | 872 | 759} 751 | 754 
August vs 765 Q41 807 8x2 761 735 783 750 765 754 876 775 764 767 
September .. 753 940 805 810 759 775 788 755 762 773 875 780 764 768 
October .. 955 938 807 805 985 777 784 752 762 786 888 778 761 764 
November .. 740 926 792 781 764 761 756 722 747 762 869 751 746 750 
December .. 770 920 811 802 761 786 749 733 748 750 857 748 766 769 
1934. 
January .. | 775} 931 | 815} 807] 765 | 702] 737] 72x | 739] 744 | 868 | 738] 763 4 767 
February .. | 783 | 952] 83x | 825] 775 | 802} 753] 730| 7421 749 | 873 | 750] 767] 771 
March 3c 795 | 959 | 848 | 842) 784} 813 | 747 | 736) 749 765 B80 |} 750] 770] 774 
April ac 824 997 878 858 810 838 771 756 789 787 889 772 788 791 
May Ad 83x | 1,016 880 884 845 847 707 778 809 804 QT4 796 794 798 
June oe 816 | 1,007 851 | 855 836 832 787 777 803 800 g10 790 773 777 
HovusING—(WEIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 ROOMS). 
1929 «+ | 955 | 543 | 927 | 675 | 985 | 906] 932] 831 | 78r | 733] 520] 873 | 1,073 
1930 +» | 979 | 582} 903 | 783 | 13,063] 934] 914 | 806] 726] 774 | 567 | 858 | 1,047 
1932 ae 881 657 851 771 | 1,035 858 gor 773 712 726 598 840 gor 
1932 ++ | 810 | 743] 805 | 756] 979] 805 | 868! 760] 7o2| 694} 673 | 816] 817 
1933 “0 795 |} 816 | 786) 772] 941 800 | 860] 770) 675] 678) 699] 813} 804 
1933 rst Qtr. | 795 | 779 | 782 | 768] 950] 796{ 853] 763) 682 | 676] 679] 806] 806 
and ,, 794 798 790 771 943 797 859 772 677 673 706 813 804 
3rd_ iy, 796 836 789 774 946 803 864 773 677 680 706 816 802 
ath ,, 795 | 850] 782 | 773] 925 | 803 | 863 | 772] 674] 684 | 706] 816] 802 
1934 rst Qtr. | 792 | 849 | 784 | 776] 925 | 80x | 864 | 772] 649} 674 | 706] 815] 804 
and ,, 795 | 908} 779] 773 925) 805} 865 | 772} 661] 679} 706] 815 | 807 
FooD, GROCERIES, AND Hovsina. 
1929 ++ | 1,038 | r,0r0 | 1,072 | 996 | 1,090 | 1,036 | 9921 o 972 
1930 - 968 941 992 968 | 1,058 967 939 AY ae S30 B56 oe Bee Be 
1931 + [| 852) 874 | 872 | 846 | 960] 857} 846 | 800] 797] yor | 825 | 828 852 | 847 
1932 : 805 | 892 | 836 | 804 | oo2| 817] 822] 772) 784 | 9771] Bor 804 | 803 | 800 
1933 C 768 890 798 782 821 782 7920 746 732 733 809 774 768 765 
1933 1st Qtr. 755 874 785 965 814 6 6 ea 
and ,, 781 | 889] 810 | 788 | 822 aes Ihe 737 is oe ne hs 759 | 757 
ard; 769 | gor | 801 | 701 | 824 | 785 | B07 | 455 | 731 733 | 812 | 786 a 793 
4th ,, 767 | 896 | 794 | 785 | 823 | 782] 797| 746 | 723 _735_|_ 810 | 777 1 es ri 
1934 rst Qtr. 786 | 909 | 814 806 | 826 | 800] 786 742. | 709 723.| 812 ay lie 
768 
and, | 814 | 968 | 838 | 832| 864] 827] 813 | 770| 75r| 354 | 833 595 ie he: 
(a) The towns of Midland Junction (W.A.). Zeehan (Tas.), and Beaconsfield (Tas. 
Northam (W.A.), Burnie (Tas.), and Devonport (Taz.). (b) See note at top of table ace peed in i923 by 
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In so far as they relate to the capital cities the index-numbers in these 
tables are comparable in every respect with those given on page 18 for the 
respective groups, and where they relate to the same period the numbers are 
identical in both tables. 


The index-numbers in the separate parts of the table cannot be directly 
compared with one another in order to show the relative cost of housing 
and food and groceries, since the weighted average cost during the five-yearly 
period, 1923-1927, is in each part made equal to 1,000. 


The last two columns in each division of the table on the preceding 
page refer to the weighted average for the six capital cities and for the 
30 towns. 


g. Population Weights.—The population weights used in the 
computations of these weighted averages for 1934 are as follow :— 


Population Weights Used for Different Towns. 




















New South | Western 
oraleat Victoria, Queensland. South Australia. Portals, Tasmania. 
3 3 pe 43 3 J 
Town S| Town. os Town. 4 | Town. 4 | Town. 4 | Town. 3 
se o < . 7 
= = Ee = Ee B 
Sydney .. inden 992 Brisbane 300 Adelaide 313 Perth, etc. | 208 Hobart 60 
Newcastle 105 Ballarat .. 38 T’woomba 26 Kadina,ete.| 11 Kalg’lie,etc| 17 Launceston] 33 
Broken Hill 27 Bendigo .. 29 Rockham’n 29 Pt. Pirie 12 Northam 5 Burnie .. 4 
Goulburn 15 Geelong .. 39 Chrts. Twrs. 7 Mt. Gamnb’r 5 Bunbury 5 Devonport 5 
Bathurst 10 W’nambool 9, Warwick 7 Peterbor’gh 3 Geraldton 5 Queenst’wn| 4 
Beet =| oa! — | =e 
Total .. |1392! Total .. 1107) Total .. | 369] Total.. 344 Total .. | 240) Total.. |106 
| | | 





The weights used are based on the 1933 Census populations, and represent 
to the nearest 1,000 the actual populations at that date. 


Weighted averages for any combination of towns or States are calculated 
by multiplying the index-numbers of the towns or States included by their 
population weights, and dividing the sum of the products by the sum of 
the multipliers. The new weights given above make very slight differences 
in the derived Indexes, compared with those obtained from the weights 
previously in use, based upon the 1921 Census, which were published in the 
last Labour Report. 


ro. Retail Prices Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency.—In each section 


of the next table the average cost for the six capital cities during the five- 
yearly period 1923-1927 has been taken as base = 203. The figures 
measure the variations in the cost of—(a) food and groceries; (b) house 
rent ; and (c) food, groceries, and house rent combined, from year to year 
in each city separately (in the vertical lines), and the relative cost in the 
several cities in each year (in the horizontal lines). Thus, by referring to 
the section of the table relating to food, groceries, and house rent combined, 
it will be seen that 12s. Id. in Sydney in I9II was equivalent to Ios. in 
Brisbane, or 10s. 1od. in Hobart, while 15s. Id. in Melbourne for the last 
quarter of 1933 was equivalent to 8s. Iod. in Brisbane in 1907, or 13s. 5d. 
in Perth in 19g1I. 


24 


RetalL PaRIcEs. 


Retail Prices—Amounts necessary on the A 


1934 to purchase in each Capital City what would have cost on the average 41 


verage in each Year specified from 


1907 to 
urs 


the five-yearly period 1923-1927 iu the Capitals regarded as a whole. 


(*B”’ Series.) 
































| Welghted 

Year. | Sydney. | Melb’ne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. | Perth. | Hobart. Cantal Clties. 

Foop AND GROCERIES. 
s. d. s.d.|_ 8. d. S:Ge s. d. a. d. | 8. d. 
Io 6 I0 4 tO 7 10 8 13) 5 abi 72 1o 8 
TT er To 6 | 1 5 EES, 15 tf II 10 Fr? 
ze 3 Pt SYP tay eh ad FA es oh 225 21ae3 
20 8 TON 5 ee koatOn| 2Oen Gale ZO: 20 0 20 0 
21 10 ZONE IO) 05) 27) 5k 2x 8 20 6 20 II 
19 8 18 3 16 II 18 9 19 3 19 I 18 10 
17 6 15 ro 15" 15 9 16 9 16 4 16 6 
nye at I5 2 14 9 15 3 16 I 15, 11 TAS Oe 
oe 16 90 14 3 1A, 10 A 7 15; 2 Th 2 15 0 
tet Qtr. 15 II 13 9] 13 10 PAs 14 9 14 9 149 
and ,, 16 0 14 I ty II 14 7 15 6 15 0 156.0 
ard’, insy 14 6 CAN T4 IO 15 2 15 7 152 
4th ,, 15 II 14 8 14 I 14 10 Theat I5 3 D5) oz 
Ist ,, 10) 3 14 6 14 5 a - 15 8 14 II 15 4 
2nd ,, 16 5 EA LO} Lal alee ho 16 6 15 8 15 8 
Hovusrn Rent (WEIGHTED AVERAGE, 4 AND 5 Rooms ComMBINED). 

Ir Io QP a 5 8 Io 2 G2 8 1 9 Il 
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11. Price Details, 1933.—The summarized results of price-movements 
are published quarterly, and the average retail prices of food and groceries 
for each month are published in the Quarterly Summary of Australian 
Statistics. In Section TH. of the Appendix to this Report, the average 
retail price of each item of the food and groceries group during 1933 18 
given for the 30 towns included in the investigation. Information with 
regard to house rents is published quarterly in the Summary, and annually 
in the Labour Reports. In appendices to Labour Report No. 1, particulars 
were given of retail prices and house rents in the capital cities for the years 
Igor to 191. In Report No. 2 and subsequent issues detailed information 
will be found regarding retail prices and rents during each year. 


§ 3. Feod, Rent, Clothing and Miscellaneous. 
Tue “Att Irems ” InpEx—(‘*C” Seriss). 


1. General.—The following Section includes the results of investigations 
into retail price variations of all items ordinarily entering into housebold 
expenditure divided into four main groups :—Food and Groceries ; Rent ; 
Clothing; and Miscellaneous. This series of index-numbers has been 
designated the “ All Items’ (‘‘C” Series) Index. It has become important 
because of its adoption by the Commonwealth Arbitration Court from the 
4th Quarter, 1933, for the fixation and adjustment of wages by the Court. 


The tabulation of this series was undertaken by the Bureau following 
the recommendation of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage which was 
appointed in IgIg to inquire into and report upon the following matters :— 

(i) The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason- 
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in 
the ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man witha wife 
and three children under fourteen years of age, and the several 
items and amounts which make up that cost. 

(ii) The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last 
five years. 


(iii) How the basic wage may be automatically adjusted to the rise 
and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money. 


The Commission issued two reports—the first in November, 1920, and 
the secondin April, 1921. These reports show that, according to the standard 
assumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the Ist November, 
1920, for a family consisting of man, wife, and three children under fourteen 
years of age, was as follows :— 


Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Living, ist November, 1920. 
| 

















Particulars. Sydney. Melbourne. Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
ra a hee ee eo ee ae om ce a a a ae 

Rent io Zeno i er 0/17, (0 07 19) 26 019 0 0 ig Oo 
Food 2 Omen erz i (Onn 2 tle 3) aT ZIG IN 2) S15 
Clothing Ti7e OST. 46,50 1 OaD Ty ter asst L719 E92 
Miscellaneous Tete Ane TeeOntoulle dt) (On 1 Lig dey 2u\e Xi a2 3 di OMtOnra 
Total (a) .. BalG eis |p 5h in Ole Ge he | Oya 5 13 11 5 16 11 





(a) Weighted Average Six Capitals—£5 153. 8d. 
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eer hich 
The corresponding cost of the commodities and services included (¥ as 
are fully set out in the first Report) for the years 1914 to 1920 

follows :— 


Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Commodities, ete., 1914 to 1920. 























Years. Sydney. Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 

a eA Ee CE EB Cb £ 4, id. || Secu 
1914 Fsemanl) cP ep Cu ee ee ake 3.12 91]-- 35 6n9 
1915 Zor 6) 3.16 49 |) 347-35) W329 C oe Saleen noe 
1916 An 1G | e3el7 a5 3 13 10 Suro Aer 2 3° 15°60 
1917 4-9: 85) 4. 2 2/5390 3) 3 ie 
1918 404) 68, | sag S 10) 4 On 0) aetORrt 49) 2) |\e4 Seno 
1919 5 5 34) 478 153) A015) 105 2) ORT Sac Oh iro ome 
1920 a iS FF. 2 5116) 67155, (67 BLIOSeT 5 13 11 5 16 11 
Weber Soe Ue I a Eee 


In answer to the third clause of the inquiry, the Commission recom- 
mended that “a Bureau of Labour should be organized from existing 
members of the Public Service, which should ascertain from time to time 
the rise and fall in the purchasing-power of money in relation to the 
reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family (i.e., such a family 
asis described in Clause r).”” After consulting the Commonwealth Statistician 
as to methods of collection and tabulation, the Government decided that the 
recommendation would be met by widening the scope of inquiries of this 
nature already made by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics. 


The results of the investigations by the Bureau into the variations in the 
cost of living since 1920 according to this standard are given hereafter. 


2. Methods Adopted.—The Commission was concerned principally with 
ascertaining variations in the cost of the adopted regimen, which is described 
in the “Indicator List ” contained in the Report. It appeared, however, 
that the usefulness of the investigations by this Bureau would have been 
somewhat impaired if limited in the manner suggested by the Commission, and 
it was decided, therefore, to apply to a more detailed inquiry the method 
of index-numbers already used in the investigations into variations in the 
cost of food, groceries and housing. © 


The ordinary expenditure of a household has been grouped under four 
heads—(i) Food and Groceries ; (ii) Housing ; (iii) Clothing ; and (iv) Other 
requirements (Miscellaneous). 


It was decided to adopt for food, groceries and house rent, the 
commodities, method, and weighting already in use, and the commodities and 
quantities conform very closely with those given in the “ Indicator Lists ” of 
the Commission. With regard to housing, the Commission adopted a certain 
type of 5-roomed house as its standard in determining the amount allowed 
for house rent, but the figures quoted by this Bureau covering 4 and 5-roomed 
houses, and not confined to any particular type, fairly represent variations 
in the rent for the type of house described by the Commission. 


Inquiries by this Bureau had been confined to food, groceries and hoysj 


It became necessary, therefore, to investigate the cost of clothing al 
miscellaneous items. With regard to clothing, the Basic Wage Chneceas 
n 


collected a large amount of information as to duration of articles and thi 
has been used in computing the index-numbers given in the following ‘ables 
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With regard to miscellaneous expenditure, inquiries were made regarding 
cost of fuel and light, household utensils, drapery, crockery, and other items 
in the “Indicator Lists’, and the aggregate expenditure thereon has been 
computed in the same manner as for clothing. 


The item “ groceries (not food) ”’ has been omitted from miscellaneous 
expenditure, though it was treated as such by the Commission, as the index- 
numbers for food and groceries already published by this Bureau cover the 
articles allowed for under this heading, such as soap, candles, kerosene, &c. 


In respect to clothing and a considerable amount of miscellaneous 
expenditure, it is impossible to lay down the more or less definite grades or 
qualities of articles, as is the case with food and groceries; but in order to 
preserve the index as far as practicable as a measure of variations of prices, 
and not of the “ standard of living”, retailers have been asked to continue 
to render the price of the same article for each period in respect of which 
prices are supplied. The grade or quality of the article originally selected 
would of course represent the “‘ predominant,” or the grade most frequently 
sold by the particular retailer at that time. 


The change in the food regimen, beginning with the 3rd Quarter of 1932, 
had equal application to this series of index-numbers. 


3. Base.—For comparative purposes, it was necessary to fix some time 
as base. The new series of index-numbers, covering all items of household 
expenditure, were computed in the first instance from price data relating 
to the month of November, 1914. This period was adopted owing to the 
difficulty of securing information regarding prices of clothing and 
miscellaneous items for earlier periods. While the index-numbers for 1914 in 
the following tables relate to the month of November, they may be accepted 
as typical of conditions immediately preceding the war. As a base for 
comparing different places, the weighted average cost for the six capital 
cities was taken, and the aggregate expenditure in November, 1914, made 
equal to 1,000. The index-numbers were computed to this base up to and 
including the 4th Quarter, 1929. In accordance with the decision of a 
Conference of Statisticians that a post-war period should be adopted as base, 
an alteration was made as from Ist January, 1930, and the index-numbers 
in the following tables have been computed to a post-war base, viz., the 
weighted average cost in the six capital cities during the five-yearly period— 
1923-1927—the average annual aggregate expenditure in this period being 
made equal to 1,000. This new series may be converted to the 1914 base 
by multiplying the index-numbers in the various sections by the following 
multipliers, viz. :—Food—1i.5601 ; Rent—1.5408 ; Food and Rent—1.5528 ; 
Clothing—z .3263 ; Miscellaneous—r.3351 ; and All Items—rz.4556. 


4. Variations—Thirty Towns.—The investigations were extended 
to the five principal towns in each State for the months of November, 
tg21, and May, August and November, 1922, and quarterly for the year 
1923 and subsequently. It was considered unnecessary to obtain information 
for previous years regarding prices of clothing and miscellaneous requirements 
in towns other than the capitals, while so far as the capitals were concerned, 
details were already available in the Report of the Royal Commission on the 
Basic Wage. Information of this nature is at present collected quarterly 
for all the towns, and quarterly index-numbers are available. 


5. Retai! Prices—Thirty Towns—Nov. 1914 to 2nd Quarter 1934.— 
The following tables give index-numbers for (i) Food and Groceries ; 
(ii) Housing ; (iii) Food, Groceries and Housing Combined ; (iv) Clothing ; 
(v) Miscellancous Requirements ; and (vi) Food and Groceries, Housing, 
Clothing, and Miscellaneous Requirements combined. 
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Food and Groceries.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; @ 
during the five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base (= 1,000). (“C 
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N.S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 


























Weighted Average Six Capital Cities 
”” Series.) 


VICTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS 
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(a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, Years 1915 to 1920, see page 34. 
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Housing (4 and 65 rooms).—Index-Numbers—3C Towns; Weighted Average Six 
Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base (= 1,000). (“C”’ Series.) 
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VICTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBERB. 
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(a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, Years 1915 to 1920, see page 34. 
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Food, Groceries and Housing Combincd (4 and 5 rooms 


Weighted Average Six Capital Cities during the five-year 
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1933 rst Qtr.| 822| 783] 787 | 795 | 767] 8x7 || 727 | 683 | 688 | 719 | 748 | 723 
ePoand = -;. 821 | 786} 790, 795 | 774! 817 || 735 | Goo} Got} 726) 755 731 
» 3rd , 826 | 708 | 786 | 795 | 789 | 822 750 | 703 | 707] 74x | 773 | 746 
i deh 2; 817 | 798| 791 | 780} 783 | 815 758°} FOF || 707"|| 737. ZEB agg 
1934 xst Qtr. &30 806 | 799 | 805 | 795 | 827 || 751 719 720 737 77° 748 
ao cand *,) 837. 818 817 ' 819 799 «8835 || 767) 736° 74x 758'' 705! 765 
QUEENSLAND.—INDEX-NUMBERS. SouTH AUSTRALIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 
| 
: Z at ee 
erlod. é 8 elites a [Seal 6 | 3s] 2 afl sallis: 
s/ 8 | .2| 82) 2 |283] Sj¢sel a | S| 22% 
t3 EF | sa] 2s Ealaes s |Ses S/ 42/a¢8 
a ° og se Ey GES oe |\3on - a oo | OH 
mB 8 | ¢3| £6 Sons go lacs! 6 | ee | os | fea 
a} se | es) oe] & B20) < |MSEl & | AO] as | Exam 
Nov. 1914 (a) coun |i pe ae oles | el pee = ie < * 
» 921 .. 840 | 771 | 779 | 820] 794 | 824 || 898/| 811 | 839] 770] 844 | 885 
Year 1928 .. | oor | 833 | 858] 942] 841 | 892 |/1,003| 854 | 925] 838] 990] 992 
» 1929 .. 912 855 877 975 867 906 |) 1,030 891 963 866 | 1,042 | 1,020 
m 1930 .. | 819 | 804] 832] 879 | 803] 821 929 | 810 | grr | 804 | g6t | 922 
Fare oste} eee 743, | 716) 765 | 805 | 745 | 745 || 777 703 | 790] 7o7| 811 | 774 
» 1932 .. 704 699 728 758 716 708 || 736 | 681 749 714 774 734 
w 1933 .. 690 | 684 | 684 700 | 684 | 689 || 716} 65x 695 693 748 713 
1933 ist Qtr. | 678| 683| 6831 714 | 680| 681 eG 6 692) 3 
fie anG Ls, 692 77 | 684 704 686 691 | are ee | G07 Gia 748 a3 
» 3rd 4, | 692 | 688} 688 | Gor | 683 | Gor || 724 | 650| 697| 693| 750| 720 
oe 4 ” |_ Gee 689 | 680 692 685 694 || 723 656 602 693 752 | 719 
1934 rst Qtr. | 709 | 699 | 694 | 70x | 686 | 700 | 6 | 672 6 | 
» 2nd _,, 713 713 714 505 | 693 713 eo be hi es hr pes 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—INDEX- 
NUMBERS, Ex | TASMANIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. Sys: 
= | Fé |s 
Pies ee a alae el mpd ee 
ee eel ae | | os | Bose 8 | Se bed Se aes 
ee| 85 ! po eS 5 2 = £ |3sa| 82 | sea 
aSi6q; 8 3 Ss lesi| & 3 2 e 2/2 .| 25/229 
SE | bw 3] 2 | Se | mall oS a | 8 S 8 |as| S2|So8 
32) '4u| 6 g 8 |e il 3S 5 5 > Biche Zo | S23 
jae Me) & | A] o|/Fa|i a | 4} m] a] @ |Es| 24 | S92 
Noy. 1914 (2) 689 =e a ate ee Be C30 rs. es —s | Fi 644 
ss 192% .. 916 928 898 907) 942) 918 971 858 819] 696, 871] g11} 924 507 
Year 1928 1,013 949 1,038! 967) 1,047 
on Fi 3 | 3047 1,00 6 | 
ST IBie 2: [ESS RB LERE] 36 nee eer] 236] ons ges) ato) us sasluce |h.0m 
» 1930 ,. 9 94%) 992) 968 1,058 67 | F : N 
m %93r ..| 852 874| 872) 846 ea ase B36 pea Sarl oa Bae) 919} 978 | 970 
sb) F952 vi 805 892) 836) 804! 902 817| 822) 772 784 777 sae ae ae nce 
ny os ae 68 890 8] 782} 8 292 
» 1933 7 90; 798) 782) 82z) 7 2| 792) 746 732/ 733| 809] 7941 76g 765 
1933 st Qtr.| 755 874) 785] 765) 814) 760| 776 ——|—— 
» and ,, | 78x 889] Bro) 788| 822] 493| 447) 926 pani 23%] 809) 762] 759 | 757 
tie oraz ce 769 901) 8or| 79x) 824) 785) 807| 755 731 yet eal 772 766 | 763 
ACD ss 767 896} 794) 785| 823 782| 797| 746 723| 335| 8rol Ze oie iki 
| c.. | tf\ 70 
1934 1st Qtr. | 786 909] 814] 805 826 Boo 786| 74 aga ee 
A \ 2 709) 723) 812! ZAR | 
ae 200) 65 814968! 838] _ 832) 864 827 (a)8131 770 751! 754 833 Ban ue 7 


(a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, Years 1915 to 1920, See page 34 
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Clothing.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities during the 


five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base (=1,000). 


Period. 





Nov. 1914 (a) 
192t 


ee 


Year 1928 
1929 
1930 
TORX. 4 isle 
1932 


1933 


1933 1st Qtr. 
n” 2nd »” 
» 3rd 
» 4th 


1934 Ist Qtr. 
2nd); 





” 
” 
” 











Period. 





Novy. 1914 (a) 
1921 


Year 1928 
T9290 ce 
1930 .. 
TO3BK. fs 
1932. 


eS, 


1933 1st Qtr. 
pe ass 
” 3rd ” 
» 4th ” 


1934 1st Qtr. 
n 2nd iy 


” 
” 
” 
” 








Period. 





Noy. 1914 (a) 
1921 


Year 


” 
” 


1928 .. 
1920. Je 
TOZ0) «ic 
1931 
1932 


w 1933 


1933 1st Qtr. 
2nd ,, 
3rd_ yy 
4th, 





” 
” 
” 





1934 st Qtr. 
2nd 


2 29 





(*C”? Series.) 














































































































































































































N.S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. | VIOCTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS, 
| 
s is] S es |oe . | mudd 
S |! : . a 
Blog lee ie 08 eee 2/8) 22 (85 
§ ee S| 2 |msq|| a| sz 2 | 6. |ms3 
Se oe lies Fe Nig hee Fie yl) eh ciel Gees 
a A a) cc) A |e | a =) o | ES |e 
755 pie es te or eae ee =. a5 a6 eo 
1,255 | 1,327 | 7,269 1,374 |1,26% |1,264 | 1,599 | 1,573 | 1,463 | 1,612 | 1,326 
} 
978 984 878 | 1,167 | 1,022 979 || 1,099 | 1,013 | 1.022 | 1,121 998 
983 982 837 | 1,162 | 1,000 g98r || I,093 | 1,009 993 | 1,086 998 
931 | 1,012 801 | 1,106 | 957 937 | 1,023 | 1,027 949 | 1,080 970 
835 903 927 |1,042 829 840 || 848 | 906 952 841 990 855 
769 | 84x | 722 |) 983 | 798 | 777 819 | 851 | 93x | 804 | 935 | 825 
743 | 820] 711 | 948} 796] 751 || 81x | 839 | 936| 704] 928| 817 
745 | 825| 71x | 967| 701 | 754 || 809 | 843 | 934| 795 | 926| 825 
745 820 | 712 942 | 798 753 || 817 | 84x 935 797 | 930 | 822 
739 | 818 | 711 | g41 | 798} 748 810 | 837] 933] 792] 930] 816 
741 | 818 | 711 | 942 | 798] 750 806 | 833 | 942 | 792] 926] 815 
750 810 716 943 800 756 799 837 940 784 923 806 
752 | 819 ' 70x | 938! 802! 759 806 | 840! 933! 784 ' 923!) 812 
QUEENSLAND.—INDEX-NUMBERS. SouTH AUSTRALIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS, 
ee ae a aes 
¢|8| g/e4! 2 |3e8l € lee8l 2] 8! lds 
a 8 Oo @ te a= tac] m= | ese) Ay 3 On a =e 
2a Ee oa £2 = Ata S |}seas! HS | me, 
sc) ° eg ae) 5 | 2o0| © }sod| = anni Se Bog 
I ° Sajx«°o crs ao | aeoS| & Se ° 5 >a 
i) B&B | @s!|ce|] & |eao] < (MSE og | So] a8 |Pau 
| ea Se | a || 
657 rie oe on | eecic a | 756 | Ons oe oe oe oe 
1,125 | 1,408 | 1,452 | 1,568 | 1,519 | 1,235 | 1195 | 1,435 11,480 | 1,697 | 1,180 | 1,238 
945 |1,066 | 1,011 847 | 1,096 | 960 || 1,089 | 1065 | 1,012 |1,20r | 1,096 | 1,086 
944 |1,050 972 822 | 1,102 954 || 1,062 1,044 | 1,000 | 1,199 1,084 | 1,062 
910 | 1,052 934 826 | 1,066 923 960 1,094 923 |1,174 | 1,037 965 
847 | 990 | 849 | 774 | 935 | 858 || 876; 931! 861 |1,054 |1.015 | 882 
813 | 921 | 835 | 759| 850] 822 834 | 877 | 792 | 969 | 956| 838 
79x | 9x2 | 832 | 764 | 844 | 804 |} 830] 849 | 796] 961 | 952} 833 
805 | 906 | 828] 766 | 844 | Sx4 i 830 , 854 | 800} 961; 953 | 833 
790} 916 | 835 | 763 | 844 | 804 || 829] 850] 796 | 960) 951) 832 
783 | 913 | 833 | 765 | 843 | 798 || 835 | 848 | 794} 961 | 950] 837 
787 gI2 831 763 843 Bor || 825 845 | 794 960 948 828 
789 | 915 | 83t | 760 | 848 | 802 || 848) 840 | 807} 956| 956] 849 
792 |_ 905 | 825 | 753! 842] 803 || 851 | 834 | 803] 955 | 962| 852 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—INDEX- > a 
Nowsuna: TASMANIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. s es o 
e3)8 
; 8 < | a ee: g ie 25 z 
oO @ 2 * : rl = : 
eeteslog | fics Weed. si. |S | $s |3ea| Be lees 
So boots Wes leg ee edee es foe loa |S cea | eile 
Sqiea| 3} 2) ¢ |e # | 2|¢] 8 |=&| BS |5Bes 
mo Wee esa a enitromall ol (ye 18 | |S jem | os [eas 
Se |M6) 4) a] 5 /F<] 2) A] a | A] o | F<! Sa |she 
698 a Bh ae a 5 lant (aceon ama al MOR WARD oy 
1,232 esc nate: 1,454 1,320 | 1,277 1,427| 1,670 1,525 1,405/1,504 |1.513| 1,246 | 1,290 
1,027 1,130) 969) 974' 1,019. 1,035 | 1,095] 1,109 1,058 1,025| 1,208) 1,098) 997 | {,002 
1,023|1,135| 961) 965| 977) 1,031 | 1,093) 1,090 1,045, 1,066|1,212) 1,093) 996 | 999 
1,002|1,117/ 938| 988] 972|1,012| 1,044! 1,138 1,020 1,072 1,206) 1,076] 951 958 
g11|1,079 875} 944) 909} 928) 950)/1,015| 937 924/1,108) 972) 853 86! 
843) 1,045, 825! 901, 858| 866] 886) 964) 867, 840\1,067, 911; 804 | 813 
819] 1,033) 791 874] 834] 843| 881) 962| 847, 83x|1,061/ 905} 787 | 797 
| =e | | | — ~ 
825|1,038| 826, 888 848) 849 | 883} 962) 861) 831 1,064| 907, 789 799 
218] 1,036] 789] 873| 833) 342 880] 966] 857, 833 1,067| o07, 790} 799 
&17| 1,029) 776) 878) 830] 840) 882] 963, 836 832/1,058| 906, 785] 755 
817|1,030| 771| 858 825| 840| 878/ 955| 832 829] 1,053] gor, 785 | 795 
814] 3,035| 766; 858) 823] 837| 882| 965| 848, 874|1,050| 909 787| 797 
819] 1,036] 769) 863) 824] 8341 889! 966. 848  836!1,052| 915' 7901! 798 





(a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, Years 1915 to 1920, see page 34. 
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Miscellaneous.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average 
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the five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base (=1,000). 
Be ae eee ee a ee 
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N.S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. | Vicr 
—- 2 | i) A « 
: = i @ is] C ~ Weary 
2 a] ; Steves || aed . ‘ i a) 
Period. 8 bs iss 5 2 j2s-|| 3 ro & a a (2 oa 
si; s| sj) 42] 2 Sse] 8/2) 2 | 2 | §3/oes 
| ee] 3 SB j3eua 3 = s 3 SOE Sapeet 
3 E a Bg g (eral Ss 3 S| 5 | ES IB 
n zi 6 | os Q |E<z| A i) Biol San 
INGW ETD IAN) EET6G) ase acces) ntsc )| een lee {eng 280 ieee ieee Ae 20 2S 
» 192% .. {3,009} 995 {1,102 | 951 | 989 | 1,011 || 1,021 956 fersebice |i shes JID) See 
Year 1928 = .. | 1,048 1,055 | 900] 928 | 1,037 i 991 932 | 945 942 ae ast 
» rae 50 Or ae 1,050 gor 925 | 1,035 || 986 927 944 942 859 980 
» 1930 .. |x,040 | 935 |1,041 | 909] 924 | 1,029 || 973 | 922) 935 938 | 853 967 
» 193% .. |1,013 | 908 |1,025 | 902] 910 | 1,003 939 893 | 915 898 | 845 934 
Ree tg gas nas 996 gor 934 883 898 986 | 925 882 910 886 832 g2r 
| 1} 
» 1933 -. | 988} 913] 985 | 871} 879! 979 |} 916} 874| 904 | 885 | 827 | 912 
1933 rst Qtr. | 987 | 913 | 966| 879] 878| 978 || 918 | 875 | gox | 886 | 828 | 913 
ade 990 913 994 | 878 882 981 915 874 | 906 | 885 827 Orr 
peeeSril tee 988 | 914 | 991 | 864 | 877] 980 916 | 873 oe | 885 | 827 | 912 
» 4th ,, | 985 | 913 | 990| 864} 881 | 977 916 | 875 904 | 883] 824 | 912 
1934 st Qtr. 979 921 990 865 870 | 972 || 913 876 | oxr | 88x 826 909 
ppeeandias: 978 g21 992 868 854 972 913 877 908 | 879 826 gIo 
| | 
QUEENSLAND.—INDEX-NUMBERS. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.—INDEX-NUMBERE. 
a ; 3 
a | | ss a | . | 
ec AP og 4 |Zeall « %o| : : ; 
Perot. G1] 8 | | ee | 2 Ess) 8 last] 2| 2] .3|Es 
| 3 FE 2/8 E |a83]| & |Ses 2) $3 a8 
3 } of | ae & lisesi] @ jgon) ££] .8/| Se Bod 
i iS} Sa} ao j2ea|| 3 BOS 5 sa 38 os 
| 8 @88|88 | & <6] 3 [eee] & | SS | AS |Paa 
Nov. 1914 (a) 728 50 era aD me oe 770 3 oe | AS 30 a 
» 192% .. | 944 | 953 1,002 |1,009 | 988 | 958 | 1,032 | 1,065 | 1,065 | 1,032 | 3,000 | 1,036 
Year 1928 .. 936 | 949 917] 972 | 927 936 | 1,027 | 996 |1,016 | 990 | 1,005 | 1,024 
» 1929 .. | 935 | 949 911} 971 | 922 | 935 | 1,028 | 993 |1,009 | 983] 995 | 1,025 
» 1930 .. 931 | 943 906) 972 | 912 | 931 | 1,019 | 991 | 989 | 973 970 | 1,016 
» I93t .. 923 | 933 892] 974 | 898 | 922 || 997] 969] 953 | 962] 964 | 993 
» 4932 .. | 907] 917 884] 969 | 898! 908 987 | 948 | 939] 966] 957 | 983 
» 1933. ++ | 900} 909 | 881 | 973] 897 gox || 983] 944 | 944 | 957| 956 | 980 
1933 Ist Qtr. gor | 909} 878} 966 | 88 | go2 984 | 943 | 944 | 962 | 956| 981 
» 2nd ,, 899 | 910 885} 976 897 | gor 983 | 942 | 944 | 961 | 956] 979 
» 3rd ,, 899 | 910 879 | 974 | 897 900 983 | 946] 944} 955} 956 | 979 
» 4th ,, 899 | 908 | 880} 975 | 897 | gox 983 | 946 | 944} 95x | 956] 979 
1934 18st Qtr. 899 908 | 883] 974 896 | gor 978 ye 6 
| 943 | 950] 95 975 
» 2nd ,, 898 | 907 8771 973 | 894 | 898 978 |_ 9371 9451 9541 960! 975_ 
WESTER =: | 5 5 
Ny Siete INDEX- |! Tasmanta.—INDEX-NUMBERS. Sy > 
| Lo = 
2 = = s=/|s 
5 i | eeacal| la ; | es lee 
o - : s 
Porlod. alee sellin lire lies 5 5 iin rae evreris 
So a 5 Pe} $58 s {| @ . ry 2 Sa o> | ot 
a|l3s| 3s mS ee iiok FS 4 S| hea tse. | cere 
Bla|e/3/8 /35!/ 8) 8/8] 21] 8 | SE] £6 |r 
G) So 3 o C) o% os os 
Aj)4|/4)a/)o|F</ a | 4) a] 8! & |Bs! 53 (Fag 
| 4 oo eee 
Nov. 1914 (a) 780) .. satel eescrere tearoom LY} eeriers| fp ace MOUSE pel ents Ieee 
o 3921 .. |1,029/ 1,030 1,016] 977| 1,102 1,029 932, 985) 941) 960] 959] 9521 1,610 | 1,009 
Year 1928 .. | 987) 978) 929 81 983!) 904! 
» 1929 .. | 987| 969] 930 Saileort oH ace 308) ae ee hee bos Hea 104 
» 1930 .. | 979] 970] 929) 930\1,002' 976|| 900| 899| 8301 853| 8o8| 86x ‘999 | 980 
” cee ar 966} 967| 905) 896) 976 963 873| 893, 842] 848] 805 aa 973 965 
» 1932 .. | 954) 967, 899) 895! 970 953}| no 863, 829) 829) 804] 860] 958} 950 
» 7933 ++ | 945) 963) 895) 894) 966 945] 860 864) 825/ 827 §03| 856] 950] 944 
1933 18t Qtr. | 0945| 963' 890| 804/ 9661 045|| 862/863, 826 ene a 
Pee es 948} 964) 895 So4 966 gall 862| 863| 826 aoe es ree ant oan 
» 3rd ,, 943| 963) 894) 893) 965 943|| 861, 865) 825] 823! 804 839 39 b43 
» 4th ,, 943) 963) 893) 894) 965 943|| 856, 864) 823/ 830) 804] 8541 9491 943 
1934 1st Qir. 942! 962| 895| 894) 966! 943|/| 855! 864] 826 823] 805] 8 z 
one Ts lees 942} 961] 895] 893) 966 942!| 855! 864) 826| 824 a Ase ae ee 
Eee a E9421 2907 805 ee O93 SRO DEA Z| REE SeSOs EES 20| M824 |0E803)) Sts 
nr 


(a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, Years 1915 to 1920, see page 34. 
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Total Sousehold Expenditure.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns; Weighted Average Siz 
Capital Cities during the five-yeariy period 1923-1927 as base (=1,000). (“*G”’ Series.) 














































































































































































































N S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. VICTORIA.—INDEX- NUMBERS. 
a least a } 7 ; 
S & iI oN < haps S i c : : ce 
Bee ete poe + Bt B See -S- €d } S | e te lee 
© s 3 2 5 |Sae 6 ps ae 2 a Sak 
cI 2 ad S a Cie 5 a | 3 uo) BK: | mES 
B | e+ £ job! S.igez] g-\.2 |.24 8 | oa ieee 
a Pa] r=) S m |F2ezi S | w | 8 o | Fa |E<> 
i} | 
Noy. ror4 (a) qi2 ae ws ore SS ae 671 Pa epee Parl ae a 
» 92 .- | 1,046 | 1,041 975 | 1,033 947 | 1,042 || 1,003 992 | 1,002 | 1,019 | 1,034 | 1,003 
Year 1928 =... | 1,042 | 1,014 | 997 | 1,074 | 964 | 1,038 992| 929| 936] 973] 941 | 987 
» 929 .. | 1,073 | 1,028 | 1,018 | 1,108 979 | 1,067 || 1,017 957 | 969 980 960 | 1,011 
» 1930 .. | 1,026 | 991 | 973 | 1,039 | 959 | 1,022 956} 9c9| 926 | 917] 939 | 95% 
» 193% 922 888 882 922 867 928 || 846 808 | 833 822 860 843 
pkgs kes 867 840 834 a7, 820 863 | 813 776 8038 | 704 838 8x1 
Pt 933) eo 832 | 819 | 806} 843| 801 | 830 || 9891 760] 78 | 772 | 8x2] 787 
1933 18% Qtr. 833 | 816 | 801 | 849| 703] 831 || 780| 754 | 782 | 766} 8051 779 
5, 833 | 816 | 808 | 8431 799} 830 || 786 | 757] 785 | 770| 809] 784 
» 3rd ,, 834 | 822 | 805 | 841 | 807 | 832 || 793 | 764 | 794) 778| 820] 791 
iy ed sarees 829 | 823 | 808} 838 | 804 | 828 |) 796| 766] 796| 774 | 815 | 794 
1934 3st Qtr. 837 | 826 | 8x3 | 847 | 810 | 836 || 790! 774 | 804| 773| 816| 790 
» 2nd »_ | 842 836 821 855 | 809 | 84x || Sor! 784 | 814! 785 830 801 
QUEENSLAND.—INDEX-NUMBERS. SourH AUSTRALIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 
o F c slg z 1 " E core | ; | 2 
Period. a1 6s] Stee | el sesl So legen | al epatee 
212) sel $8) £ legal 2 |sae) @ | 2) cote 
B | 8 | 88/28 | 3 ssh € 383 8 | sf) $8 S84 
& |a@s|/se} Bao < (MaE A | Bo | as |B <a 
a I if ij t | — 
Nov. 1914 (a) 611 Ac ae eo ae eens CECH de) Wea | od ou 0 
Pe CER os 923 | 949 | 972 |1,025 | 994 | 941 989 | 998 | 1,025 | 1,029 | 948} 992 
| | | | 
Year1o28 .. 917 906 903 925 914 915 || 1,027 927 | 960 948 | 1,017 | 1,019 
» 1929 .. 923 | 916 | 904 | 939 | 931 | 922 || 1,037 | 943 | 980 | 963 | 1,043 | 1,030 
a dO! dwn 859 885 868 883 | 882 863 952 885 | 927 918 | 980 948 
» 93% 798 816 806 827 815 801 837 801 | 834 83x 884 836 
» 1932 .. 764 | 788) 779 | 794 | 777} 768 802 | 772 | 791 | 816 | 848 | 80x 
| 
» "933 -. | 755 | 778| 752} 762} 757} 753 || 789 {| 747| 762] 800! 832} 787 
1933 16t Qtr. | 747 | 776) 750} 769| 756} 750 781 | 745 | 762 | 801} 830! 779 
» 2nd ,, 752 | 774 | 753 | 764} 760! 754 789 | 747 763 | 800} 830) 786 
» 3rd ,, 750 | 780 | 755 | 757 | 757) 753 || 795 | 747; 763} 800} 833 792 
» 4th ,, 753 | 780} 750 | 757 | 756} 755 || 792 | 750) 760] 799! 834; 789 
1934 ret Qtr. | 761 | 787 | 758 | 76x | 759| 763 || 804 | 757| 772 | 799 | 829{ 80x 
» 26d_,, 764 793 768 762 | 762 766 || 816! 766 786 804) 837 813 
LS ell sie ASE SZ aOR Oe A Ae ne EO 7 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—INDEX- | Tasysanta.--INDEX-NUMBERS. &.|& 
NUMBERS. | 3) S 
' | <i || a = pele 55 2 
i gs : 5 j > || | 9 = E | A = 5 
Period, =A = ime oe al es Bs , 5 | 8 Sa | S2/s23 
cee T=) 8 3 siete i 48 8 S | 2 l\eol| SealEeza 
are bes a ‘Ss = recor & = 6 | &/eecl Saisse 
= |.) | 3 = @ | ta | S a 5 >|] 8 l|a™) So | Sex 
S$ | @ 6 3 S | Sy il oS | a =} oi} | <> S| ees 
&|Mtiazl|/ a} olFeiig | a] a Al o|B<! 35 /38< 
i | } |= | | | |— 
Nov. 1914 (a) VOTiM labs oa se Poa GBI ez Be | eee | 687 3 
fy Oak) as.) 1,008 1,048 1,030 1,045) vel 1,020 1,070 1,067; 1,003 904 1,031) 1,057| 1,013 | §,0f3 
| { | | | | 
Year 1928 .. | £,012 995 1,003; 963! 1,029 1,009 980 957) 94% 909 934 966) {,009 | {,003 
» 929 .. |%,026 1,032! 1,022 978) 1,051 1,026/1,000 967) 966 948) 972| 986 1,033 | 1,026 
» 1930 ..| 977 986 969) 966)1,029 979] 956 949) 918 920 949, 951) 975) 871 
» 193r .. | 885 937; 878, 877) 951, 891) 875 865; 837, 831, 881) 869 873 | 870 
» 1932 .. | 840) 940 844| 842; 904) 852) 844 832) 811, 6800) 875) 838 838) 828 
| | | | | i 
» 1933 .- | 81x) 937| 814! 824; 851 825/ 825 817! 775 773| 867, 820] 804 | 803 
1933 Ist Qtr. 805) 928) 815) 817; 850 819)} 817 812) 780 772| 862| 813; 800 759 
pmand ©, 819, 937, 821| 827] 851 832] 822 818} 781| 773] 871) 818) 804} 803 
» 3rd ,, | 811) 943) 812) 830, 852) 826) 834 823) 772, 772) 869, 827, 807 | 806 
ea 810 941} 807, 822) 849 824|| 827 816) 766 774| 867} 820) 806 | 805 
1934 st Qtr. | 820! 948| 817) 8324) 851) 834| 821 816 762 776| 867, 817] 810} 869 
ay eet Es 837, 985; 832) 850, 872, 818} 838 832) 786 785; 879) 833) 818 | 818 
H i 


} 











(a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, years 1915 to 1920, see page 34. 
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34 Foon, Erc., CLoTHine AND MiscELLANEOUS. 


Total Household Expenditure. 


Tue “ Aut Irems’”’ InpeEx—“C”’ SERIES. 


F ital Cities the 

Siz Capital Cities, 1915-1920.—Index-Numbers showing for the Bd Miscel- 

Expenditure on Food and Groceries, Housing (4 and 5 Rooms), oe in the Six Capital 
Ianeous Household Expenditure ; Weighted Average sit 

Cities during the five-yearly pericd 1923-1927 as base (—1,0U0). 








Six 
Perth. Hobart. be 
a 


Period. 








Sydney. tom Brisbane. | ss 


ee eee ee eee ee EE 


Foop AaNp GROCERIES. 





nr 











5 | 860 | 858 819 858 842 

mee Se aS | ee |e 748 835 854 807 812 

- IQI7 877 | 798 825 805 828 949 836 

1918 Go le Bh 882 862 816 018 861 

r 1919 1,073 | 975 1,069 1,012 987 1,041 1,026 

» 1920 1,225 | 1,220 1,117 1,225 1,113 1,293 1,209 
Housing (4 AND 5 Rooms). 














Nov. 1915 780 611 472 | 574 581 571 659 
» 1916 791 625 467 | 573 592 574 665 
»  I917 797 657 492 606 602 586 685 
LOLS 832 6909 526 656 619 614 722 
» 1919 866 744 604 797 650 740 768 
1 1920 980 807 634 783 718 904 851 

Foop, GrocERIZS aND Hovusine. 

Nov. 1915 825 756 722 758 734 750 777 
59 1 LOLO 818 732 648 742 701 724 760 
y»  IQ17 848 748 7°7 734 748 820 782 
LOLS 86x 792 756 789 746 810 812 
»» 1919 1,000 893 904 904 867 936 934 
»» 1920 1,138 1,074 045 1,068 973 1,155 1,082 

CLOTHING. 

Nov. 1915 805 797 690 821 760 833 792 
a Se LOLO: 903 870 7719 919 849 940 881 
re GL, 1,009 976 899 1,049 980 1,041 992 
pu LOLS I,102 1,103 1,025 1,066 1,135 1,200 1,097 
5 LOTO 1,237 1,213 1,192 1,303 277 1,344 1,238 
391920 1,323 1,422 1,274 1,384 1 1,359 | 1,430 | 1,365 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Nov. 1915... 798 770 756 803 822 770 786 
LONG 808 784 766 832 869 780 802 
»  I917 889 879 836 883 926 865 882 
»» 1918 988 950 931 988 | 1,035 945 972 
at a LOLO: I,059 1,016 968 1,035 1,120 1,006 1,036 

1920 1,209 1,181 1,139 1,200 1,262 1,124 1,194 


Nov. 1915 


816 


768 


Toran HovusEHoLD ExPEnpiTuRE. 


ee ee ee ee 


72i 780 
vaec| | S| a) e| el wl ws 
»» I917 892 823 773 832 832 879 847 
es 938 ee 848 887 885 923 3 
ete Bo 988 981 1,018 | 1,005 | 1,042 | x oe 
Sa 1,193 1,172 1,054 aia) Mera: | tors | eee 


(a) Weighted Average of each Section =1,000. 


Foop, Etc., CLOTHING AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


Tur “ Att Irems 


Total Household Expenditure. 


<C” SERIES. 


7) INDEX— 
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Indez-Numbers, 20 Towns, showing Relative Expenditure on. Food and Groceries, 
Housing (4 and 5 Rooms), Clothing, and Miscellaneous Household Hxzpenditure. 
Basis of Table—Weighted Average Expenditure in Six Capital Cities, during the 


five-yearly period 1923-1927 — 1000. 





New South Wales— 
Sydney oe 
Newcastle a4 
Broken Hill .. ar 
Goulburn Re ae 
Bathurst nc "xs 


Weighted Average ae 


Victorla— 
Melbourne 6 
Ballarat sic ae 
Bendigo cx me 
Geelong ; oe 
Warrnambool .. 


Weighted Average 


Queensiand— 
Brisbane ae aa 
Tcowoomba .. - 
Rockhampton .. 
Charters Towers 
Warwick ote 


Weighted Average 
South Australla— 


Adelaide a a 
Kadina, &. .. ae 
Port Pirie A 56 


Mount Gambier 
Peterborough .. 


Weighted Average 


Western Australla— 
Perth, &c. . 
Kalgoorlie, &e. 
Northam é 
Bunbury ae 
Geraldton Z 


Weighted Average 


Tasmanla— 
Hobart 33 
Launceston... 
Burnie > 
Devonport : = 
Queenstown .. ie 


Weighted Average 


Weighted Average for 30 
Towns ee fg 


Welchted Average 6 Capital 
Cities + FF 


Townsville (Q.) (a) AD 
Port Augusta (8. re NAY. Aa 











1932. leiden 253 oh ee 

Fy ay 

g 4 é E 

FI 3 oe 2 
wa A a =o | on 
eso a) 4 a on} as tow 
Se lesa fy S 3 $2) 25 | £0 
m3 | Ga] 8 S$ |\328|208 | BS 
o96 68 Ss gq See) 90 53 
Ok = ocK on 
BO} Rt] O =] |eRR|/ eo | RS 
330 190 La 7, 170 867 309 184 
323 170 194 153 840 300 165 
368 132 166 168 834 340 134 
321 | 179 | 22 150 | 877 | 303] 173 
317 166 184 153 820 301 166 
330 186 179 168 863 210 180 
293 173 189 158 813 276 170 
297 | 133 196 150] 776 | 283 135 
301 137 215 155 #08 283 136 
3OL |° 157}. 285\ || E5x | 794) 285 |. 553 
310 171 215 142 838 288 169 
294 170 190 157 811 276 167 
286 136 187 155 764 270 145 
282 138 212 156 788 262 151 
312 7) 192 I5r 779 290 I2I 
339 | 115 | 175 | 165] 794 | 310] I10 
298 131 195 153 777 280 130 
290 134 189 155 768 273 141 
2905 147 192 168 802 283 148 
328 80 202 162 772 310 80 
316 133 182 160 791 290 128 
298 130 223 165 816 286 130 
316 149 220 163 848 299 151 
297 143 193 168 8or 284 144 
3Ir 172 194 163 840 292 169 
377 | 158 | 240] 165] 940] 362 174 
320 17I 190 153 844 312 167 
321 16x 208 152 842 307 164 
333 208 198 165 904 294 200 
319 172 200 161 852 300 170 
308 184 204 148 844 293 183 
301 162 222 147 832 285 164 
321 149 200 141 811 295 144 
318 148 193 141 800 296 144 
349 | 143 | 246] 137] 875] 337] 149 
309 173 210 146 838 292 173 
310 170 187 162 829 291 167 
308 {74 185 {63 830 299 {71 
332 172 213 161 878 312 170 
340 133 216 164 853 317 129 








BE’ 


1933. 


Clothing. 





187 
193 
216 
183 
214 


x88 


IQr 
196 
183 
221 
219 


192 


203 
221 


195 
192 
244 


209 


184 


18 





207 
206 








WH HM 
kr AUD 
© One 


150 


167 


156 
149 
154 
151 
I4r 


156 


154 
155 
150 
166 
153 


154 


167 
161 
161 
163 
163 


167 


r16r 
163 
153 
152 
165 


146 
147 
141 
141 
137 


146 
161 
{62 


161 
162 





| Miscellaneous. 


eee 


Total 


Household 
Expenditure. 





832 
819 
806 
843 
Bor 


789 
760 
789 
772 
812 


787 


75% 
778 
752 
762 


757 
753 


811 


937 
814 
82 

85x 


825 


804 





850 
814 





(a) Not included in above Weighted Averages. 
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§ 4. Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Town’ 


1. General.—_To supplement the information collected sone ee a 
the 30 towns specified in the preceding chapter, a special inves ae ae 
prices in 70 additional towns was undertaken in November, 2 saison 
investigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again ere pg 
1915, when the number of additional towns was meres Hy oe 
November, 1923, the number was further increased to 170. : n ok Hae n 
regard to prices obtained in November each year relates, x han lige ae 
towns. The results of the first investigation were publihe in Labour 
Bulletin No. 5 (Section IV., pages 26 to 33), and details respecting eee | 
investigations are incorporated in the Labour Bulletins and Reports issue 
by this Bureau. 


2. Results—1981 to 1933.—The base of the following table is the cost 
of food and housing (All Houses) in the six capitals in 1911, and is to some 
extent arbitrary, inasmuch as the element of rent in the base itseli differs 
frora that contained in this table, but the Index-numbers are comparable 
throughout. . 


Column A shows the relative cost of food in the various towns ; Column 
B the relative cost of food and rent of 4-roomed houses ; and Column @ 
the relative cost of food and rent of 5-roomed houses. The difference between 
Columns B and A, and C and A, represents in each case the relative costs 
of 4-roomed and 5-roomed houses for each town. In comparing rents for 
various towns therefore, these differences must first be ascertained in order 
to make the necessary allowance for the differences due to food as between 
towns. The last mentioned factor may be ascertained from Column A. 


Yadexz-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns for Nevember, 1981, 
1932, and 1938, compared with the Weighted Average Cost of Food, Groceries, and 
Rent for all houses in the Six Capital Cities in 1911 as base (=1,000). 











1931. 1932. 1933. 
Noveinber. November. November, 
t 
_le.,8ia,8 laine eae. oes : YS ee 
State and Town. » | 243 | 243 B | S43 5.8 = 223 3.5 
a one cwo a Oe oO Os Oo a Saas Seo 
° ° -| o ony o =) oo (} oo O° 
we | pee | Ss me | Sef i es | go | pad | er 
29 ok&d | oes ao ofvu logs ae Oe oishe) 
ea oo oo Sa oo |Oas sc 33 ao 
o8 [SHB S3E) oS | cha | sa] oS | cha | GMa 
o° ong 9 ono oo ono ene 60 on 2 ogo 
ok SosS9/]/og°o on ogo SE} on 9659 |]og9 
HO | mas | mat | po |mamlaa BO |mah | hat 
New South Wales— A B c A B Cc A B c 
Albury 873 | 1,343 | 1,461 811 | 1,290 | 1,340 88 | 1,26 1,340 
Armidale 885 11290 1,363 854 Ste vane 768 ae 209 
Ballins a 880 | 1,226 | 1,364 870 | 1,227 | 1,339 850 | 1,177 | 1,282 
Bathurat ae 879 | 1,213 | 1,300 826 | 1,174 1,234 816 | 1,180 | 1,233 
Bega sts ee 954 | 1,322 | 1,427 890 | 1,241 1,407 832 1183 1,247 
Berry te a5 899 | 1,215 | 1,288 893 | 1,209 | 1,28 
Blackhesth .. 3s 943 | 1,321 | 1,425 869 | 1,238 ae $57 epee eer 
Bourke ot a 1,018 | 1,380 | 1,478 878 | 1,230 | 1,338 Bye rosa Fe 
Bowral ae aA 938 | 1,320] 1,43 872 | 1,247 | 1,333 8 Z , nade 
Broken Hill .. +. | 1,03r | 2,339 | 1,459 938 | 1,257 | 1,385 ae uae one 
= ’ a 
Casino A a 888 | 1,327 | 1,414 832 | 1,240 
Cessnock .. ae 874 1379 1,254 817 eee monk 817 | 1,225 | 14344 
Cobar he +» | 3,008 | 3,224 | 1,293 944 | 1,160 | x25 799 | 1,063 | 1,02 
Cooma a3 .» | 1,026 | 1,335 | 3,473 957 | 1,230 ace 1,060 | 1,228 | 1,297 
Coonamble .. ae 984 | 1,302 | 1,408 895 | 1,175 | 1,269 aBe 1,203) }esrson 


1,173 | 1,248 


Retrait Prick Inpex-Numpers, 200 Towns. 
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Indez-Numbers—Cest of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.—continued. 





State and Town. 








New South Wales—conté. 


Cootamundra 


Corrimal 
Cowra 
Cronulla 
Deniifguin 


Dubbo 
Forbes 
Gilgandra 
Glen Innes 
Goulburn 


Grafton 
Grenfell 
Griffith 
Guigong 
Gunnedah 


Hay 
Inverell 
Junee 
Katoomba 
Kempsey 


Kiama 
Kurt Kurs 
Leeton 
Lismore 
Lithgow 


Maitland 
foree 
Moss Vale 
Mudgee 
Narrabzi 


Narrandera 
Newcastle 
Nowra 
Orsngs 
Parkes 


Penrith 














Port Kembla 


Portland 


ueanbeyan. 


uirind! 


Richmond 
Scone 
Singleton 
Bydney 
Tamworth 


Taree 
Temora 
Tenterfield 
Tumut 
Ulmarra 


. 


. 


. 


Wagga Wagga 


Walcha 
Wellington 
Weston 
Windsor 


. 

















1931. 1932. 1933. 
November. November. November. 
2 | Set er Se et F gc a | es 8 
& | 2.8/8.8) = | 2.5) 208] » | 828) £28 
Seboscissa hy cbupeselesc! 2 | ese) gee 
me (eo Onset [eons Ommaiiocse | oS | oof | ol 
5) LRP] Sao a3 LRT} ag ao Sc Rag 
Sa |Ceul/Ses| sq | Ost; Ssd|] se | Ses] Fes 
we | SXE( chal] oS [ete] ese | 58 | GMs | GAR 
26 |eu8|]onge] 5 | G59} 555}] 58 | O59] b09 
on o=9 96S Ot osg9 cago ok 969 9¢°2 
RO |Ras | Ras |] SO | Ras | Han BO | mets | Ras 
A B Cc A B Cc A B Cc 
+ | goo | 1,333 1,510 846 | 1,289 1,369 770 | 3,375 1,291 
° | 929 1,359 1,447 863 1,262 1,324 805 I,200 | 1,269 
5 889 31,262 1,362 851 I,I9f 1,306 784 1,210 1,278 
5 934 | 1,390] 1,480 896 | 1,327 | x,422 831 | 1,247 | 1,340 
A 893 1,274 1,380 846 | 1,181 1,278 867 1,198 1,324 
ve 866 | 1,447 1) 1,540 752 | 1,258 | 1,380 722} 1,218 | 1,256 
we 879 1,391 1,459 85: 1,309 1,393 829 1,272 1,413 
A g12 1,223 1,295 838 3,134 1,200 824 1,120 1,186 
Ay 877 1,243 1,366 814 | 1,176 1,274 798 1,160 1,245 
abe 852 | 3,288 | 1,355 856 | 1,297 | 1,344 8rx} 1,24 | 1,294 
ar 73} 3,294 | 1,461 806 | 1,234 | 1,378 790 | 1,218 | 1,363 
or 918 1,326 1,428 848 | 3,234 1,336 813 1,208 1,340 
st I,Orr 1,807 1,998 896 1,692 1,883 gor 1,663 1,826 
as 893 1,169 3,241 836 1,134 1,225 785 1,040 3,176 
ae 86x | 1,246] 1,336] 799} 1,259 | 1,283 | 7731 | 3,240] 1,267 
ae 966 | x,297 | 1,489 938 | 1,270] 1,416 912, | 1,260 cer 436; 
ae 043 1,952 1,463 871 1,309 | 1,410 811 1,236 I,301 
ang 943 | 2495 | 1,584 832 | 1,316 | 1,441 814 | 1,265 | 3,393 
AG 984 | 1,53 1,641 73 | 1,429 | 1,512 854 | 1,350} 1,448 
ae 866 | 3,227 | 1,361 829 | 1,182 1,306 821 1,236 } 1,333 
sia 983 1,279 1,509 892 1,182 1,353 862 I,15§2 1,329 
aid 884 | 1,176 | 1,273 81x | 1,102} 1,177 792 | 1,046 | 1,143 
ate 965 | 1,572 | 1,656 909 } 1,496 | 1,593 854 | 1,413 | 1,512 
Be 877 1,282 1,483 831 1,247 1,393 8x14 1,249 1,421 
a 898 | 1,237 | 1,289 858 | 1,186 | 1,225 8i2 | 31,255 | 1,162 
ee 8790 3,201 1,315 808 | 1,141 | 1,240 770 1,058 ¥,247 
Be 977 | 3,515 | 1,573 g4t | 1,467 | 1,522 880 | 1,406 } 1,505 
on 894 | 1,250} 1,399 844 | 1,187 | 1,323 824 | 1,273 | 1,260 
af 888 1,305 1,415 803 | 1,197 | 1,329 720 | 1,122 1,240 
o 920 3,309 1,395 866 | 1,238 | 1,324 8rr 1,206 | 1,245 
+» | ¥,0r0 | 1,486 | 1,598 916 | 13,376 | 1,486 844 | 1,304 | 1,409 
“a 889 | 1,277 | 1,388°| 852 | 1,230} 1,348 845 | 1,223 | 1,335 
cia 972 | 1,323} 1,410 917 | 1,246 | 1,391 875 | 1,267] 1,338 
: 892 | 1,303 | 1,407 792 | 1,192 | 1,297 799 | 1,200 | 1,354 
sf 903 1,284 1,386 855 1,239 |} 1,323 824 1,182 1,275 
| 

3 851 | 1,179 | 1,269 820 } 1,119 | 1,251 782 1,065 | 1,186 
at 952 | 3,355 | 1,478 850 | 1,267 | 1,340 839 | 1,256 | 1,313 
ere 941 %,204 1,270 850 I,II4 1,179 846 1,II0 1,175 
Ar 956 1,363 1,476 883 1,155 1,242 838 I,It7 1,196 
- 984 | 1,258] 1,450 883 | 1,157 | 1,283 878 | 1,208 | 1,314 
é 847 1,233 1,329 844 1,239 1,305 802 1,166 1,262 
.. 843 | 1,371 | 1,466 846 | 1,274 | 1,350 808 | 1,235 | 1,312 
ae 913 1,282 1,370 871 1,196 1,302 795 bg pe 1,221 
ea 913 | 1,375 | 3.47% 865 | 1,307 | 1,385 826 | 1,260 | 1,346 
. 848 | 1,23r | 1,337 Bog | 1,769 | 1,258 780. | 1,142 | 1,227 
ie 924 | 1,393 | 1,475 841 | 1,283 | 1,393 787 | 1,230 | 1,33% 
. 932 | 1,458 | 1,590 850 | 1,343] 1,444 803 | 1,297 | 1,397 
AG 858 1,222 1,313 825 I,160 1,251 775, 1,120 1,211 
i 926 | 1,420 | 1,552 846 | 1,307 | 1,439 834. | atjgzxs|l exydo2 
: 939 | 3,378 | 1,465 894 | 31,355 | 1.427 815 } 1,210 | 1,342 
J 898 | 1,424 | 1,560 825 | 1,315 | 1,403 793 | 1,247 | 1,423 
- 921 | 1,250} 1,379 867 | 1,198 | 1,295 84r } 1,170 | 1,279 
J goo | 1,229 | 1,308 815 | 1,114 | 1,223 794 | 1,104 °} 1,202 
a 868 | 1,159 | 1,257 811 | 1,103 | 1,155 B04 | 1,095 | 1,148 
C 88x | 1,342 | 1,440 855 | 1,282 | 1,381 822 | 1,250 | 1,348 





38 Reram Price Inpex-Numperrs, z00 TOwNs. 










































: er etc.—continued, 
Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in £00 Towns, 
| 1933. 
193%. ee 29346 November. 
November. November. 
| egal oe oe 
= y - A = - « mae ee: . 2,0 2 
State and Town. is B.8 2:8 Bm | Ses Sag 2 |E+3)e8 
= noe | Boe a Bos | aso a 850 | a5 
& Bes Cyl orcuss ° oo & On ° iss] i] 
° OOn ° on od osm on Oy Cw 
og | feo] ee 23 |fe2/Sae| a8 | Ses logs 
BS |o8¢ ee Be | Sag (S83) ee Se 33 
an Ze Re 5 Say “oS s é 
= SH ots zo oR fot & i-3) em Sh =! 
32 /328/328] 82 | 323 |8Es| 88 | 838 |\ 2a 
[-te} man | mah Bo mas | mah HO ma wa 
Rew South Wales—contd. A B | c A B Cc A B Cc 
Wollongong .. oe 928 | 1,376] 1,457 799 | 1,241 | 1,320 795 | 1,254 | 1,311 
Wralong - a0 892 1,205 1,260 849 1,156 1,217 843 1,166 1,205 
Yass ae ae gI2 | 1,306 | 1,394 826 | 1,187 | 1,262 798 | 1,143 | 1,242 
Young 908 | 1,350] 1,457 852 | 1,313 } 1,376 816 | 1,224 | 1,310 


Weighted Average for 
State (74 Towns) .- 912 | 1,354 | 1,453 861 | 1,286 | 1,370 827 | 1,244 | 1,334 


Victorla— 


Ararat ; nic 871 | 1,216 |] 1,378 813 | 1,142 | 1,302 8x9 | 13,138 | 1,266 
Bacchus Marsh Ac 887 | 1,316 | 1,423 773 | 1,108 | 1,260 975 I,IIO™ | 1254 
Bairnsdale .. be 912 | 1,209 | 1,401 860 | 1,135 | 1,289 822 | 1,124 | 1,247 
Ballarat an ie 834 | 1,095 | 1,279 769 | 1,064 | 1,233 771 1,074 | 1,227 
Beechworth .. At 923 | 1,219 | 1,285 8607 | 1,163 | 1,229 826 | 1,122 | 1,175 
Benalla Ae Bc 859 | 1,242 |] 1,306 836 | 1,189 | 1,290 799 | 1,125 | 1,298 
Bendigo 853 | 1,149 | 1,268 786 | 1,097 } 1,206 765 | 1,072 | 1,200 
Camperdown ; 891 | 1,286 | 1,424 806 | 1,217 | 1,319 806 | 3,197 | 1,333 


880 | 1,235 | 1,340 847 | 1,209 | 1,288 834, 1,196 | 1,261 
. 867 | 1,120 | 1,228 Bor | 1,073 | 1,157 787 | 1,082 } 1,178 


Casterton .. 
Castlemaine .. 


Colac Ac a 85r | 1,318 | 1,453 803 1,237 | 1,367 801 1,216 | 1,317 
Creswick ae a 842 974 | 1,000 827 958 985 782 914 966 
Daylesford .. Be 831 | 1,087 | 1,175 811 | t,021 | 1,119 806 | 1,016 | 1,094 
Dunolly ae a 854 | x,002 | 1,058 812 973 | 1,013 780 960 | 1,006 
Echuca ie an 843 | 1,189 | 1,294 779 | 1,079 | 1,199 785 | 1,085 | 1,210 
Euroa Os aS 850 | 1,146} 1,238 828 || x,16x | 2,237 810 | 1,113 | 1,170 
Geelong nie 813 | 1,181 1,368 733 1,140 1,307 771 1,124 1,298 
Hamilton ed 864 | 1,287} 1,410 840 | 1,255 1,376 803 1,189 } 1,318 
Healesville .. ~ 822 | 1,105 | 1,194 799 | 1,089 | 1,145 804 ] 1,070 | 1,146 
Horsham Ore 875 | 1,265 | 1,401 849 | 1,176 | 1,308 807 | 1,155 | 1,267 
Kerang oe 842 | 1,306 | 1,434 807 | 1,201 1,267 7 
ate 5 F , , 93 | 1,187 | 1,253 
Korolt Bs Ati 880 ] 1,143 1,209 851 1,114 1,186 808 1,071 1,130 
Korumburra oa 855 | 1,223 | 1,364 778 | 1,099 | 1,242 776 | 1,089 | 1,252 
Kyneton .. <4 847 | 1,163 | 1,204 780 | 1,069 | 1,194 743 | 1,035 | 3,146 
Lilydale a ae 874 | 1,240 | 1,361 833 | 1,183 | 1,280 826 | 1,158 | 1,240 
Meffra 851 | 1,240 | 1,323 812 | 1,185 | 1,25 
és ai , ; , 1259 Bor 1,172 1,252 
Maldon Fe eG 888 | 1,019 | 1,072 833 945 995 832 914 | 1,017 
Maryborough at 475\" 3, 1235 X,222 775 | 1,006 } 1,101 9770 | 1,025 | 1,095 
Melbourne .. a 812 | 1,246 | 1,360 754 | 1,160 | 1,282 959 | 1,163 | 1,287 
Mildura ba - 915 | 1,458 | 1,652 879 | 1,398 | 1,526 887 | 1,419 | 1,555 
Morwell heal 858 | 1,279 | 1,373 802 | 1,237 | 1,296 8 1,260 
Or , , , , , 1,352 
Nhill x aa 884 | 1,213] 1,345 866 | 1,166 | 1,307 Bie 1,143 see 
Orbost oe oe 917 1,272 1,373 874 1,229 1,332 877 1,219 1,333 
Portland : ae 886 | 3,217} 1.325 833 | 1,169 | 1,241 831 | 1,160 | 1,226 
Port Fairy .. or 895 | 1,154 | 1,270 849 | 1,108 | 1,224 801 | 1,091 | 1,196 
Bt. Arnaud .. 896 | 1,225 | 1,357 869 | 1,212 | 1,2 
ae »225 ; , »290 847 1,16 1,278 
ak a ~ 867 | 1,217} 1,355 802 | 1,121 | 1,256 826 Si nae 
eymour , Ws 915 | 1,247 | 1,375 873 | 1,202 | 1,301 824 | 31,153 | 1,258 
Shepparton .. we 856 | 1,266 | 1,432 792 | 1,186 | 1,313 777 \ 1,156 | 1,300 
Btawell we 900 | 1,199 | 1,314 865 | 1,142 | 1,244 844 | 1,103 | 1,228 
Swan Hill .. 845 | 1,371 | 1,592 812 | 1,338 
oe Fi ’ 133 1,536 82 1,292 1,473 
Terang - «» | 937 | 1,304] 1,459 | 876 | 1,200] 1,338 aye 1308 rab 
won gon... ee 842 | 1,197 | 1,367 780 | 1,153 | 1,277 773 | 1,111 | 1,256 
Wangaratta... «- | 854 | 1,316 | 1,418 | 814 | 1,268 | 1,380 | 824 | 1,267 | 3,378 
arracknabeal ae 875 | 1,220 | 1,362 827 | 1,130 | 1,251 790 | 1,109 | 1,309 
Warragul =... Ar 8 
Wattrembost as 1,344 | 1,513 760 | 1,286 | 1,454 751 | 1,285 | 3,451 
Wonthaggi .. 7 [re Baa dearest toleg elites ise oe | 
Weighted Average for ae eee 773 | 155 | 1,227 776 | x,105 | 1,232 


State (48 Towns) .. 822 | 3,235 | 1,356 765 | 3,156 | 3,279 767 | x aes 


Reta. Prick Inpex-NumsBnErs, 200 Towns. 
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.—continued. 





Biate and Town, 





Gusensland— 
AjT pe 
Barcaldine .. 
Bowen os 


Brisbane be 
Bundaberg .. 


Cairns is 
Charleville .. 
Charters Towers 
Chillagoe ae 
Cloncurry .. 


Cooktown .. 


Cunnaroulla .. 
Dalby AS 
Gayndah ae 
Gladstone .. 
Goondiwindi 

Gympie ae 


Hughenden .. 
Tonisfail oe 
Ipswich oe 


Longreach .. 
Mackay AG 
Maryborough 

Mount Morgan 
Nambour .. 


Rockhampton 
Roma 
Stanthorpe .. 
Toowoomba 
Townsville .. 
Warwick .. 
Winton AS 


Weighted Average 
State (32 Towns) 


South Australia— 
Adelaide ars) 


Freeling are 
Gawler aie! 
Kadina, ete, 

Kapunda .. 


Kooringa .. 
Millicent =e 
Mount Gambier 
Murray Bridge 
Peterborough 


Port Augusta 
Port Pirie .. 
Quorn mie 
Renmark... 
Victor Harbour 


Weighted Average 
State (15 Towns) 


Western Austraila— 
Albany oe 
Beverley 20 
Bridgetown .. 
Broome ri 
Bunbury me 


tor 


for 


Food and 
Groceries only. 


2 Pb 
n 
NT 


1,078 
982 
815 
875 


937 
968 
937 
1,194 
1,059 


1,050 
982 
872 
97t 
878 


938 
878 
1,069 
990 
838 


1,092 
gst 
887 
963 
grr 


892 
922 
gor 
791 


984 


827 
1,063 


859 


793 
832 
831 
879 
813 


891 
842 
802 
791 
872 


941 
862 
871 
951 
869 



































1931. 1932. 1933. 
November. November. November, 
ao oie a gel ee te ee So feats Someta 
ese| 253) 2 lass |e5s| 3.| e585 |e53 
SrsiSil, Gis) Bt igsiae |vo'sS & | sg | 20g 
OLSh | Og _ on | C3A] oy oH | os 
Rao Sing ao ag Res Eo oa oes 
Pee eset pees ee | se | Cee ae 
oAE | GSR!) oS | oH | See] ws | SHE | OHA 
Ono ouge oo ou Oo on 2 oo one ogo 
OS | OS NS ites ee eae Ou Sigs 283 
maemimer | HO |Ganm|maht | BO | Ram |e 
B Cc A B Cc A B Cc 

1,423 | 1,481 873 | 3,317 | 3,439 846 | 1,293 | 1,476 
1,447 | 1,543 QII | 1,283 | 1,346 874 | 1,249 | 1,308 
1,344 1,432 932 | 1,283 | 1,384 860 | 1,215 | 1,287 
1,225 1,235 748 1,050 oe et 733 I,071 1,161 
x r67 | tr zr 817 | 1,105 | 1,160 761 | 1,039 | 1,085 
1,421 | 1,574 888 | 1,360 | 1,575 857 | 1,370 | 1,548 
1,435 | 1,626 904 | 1,326] 1,474 894 | 1,324 | 1,438 
X,222 1,286 900 1,137 1.232 820 1,070 1,136 
1,392 | 3,452 | 1.726] 1,330 | 1,383 960 | 1,157 | 1,210 
1,469 | 1,59x | %045 | 1,462 | 1,624 955 | 1,340 | 1,429 
1,247 1,313 972 1,170 1,236 934 1,079 1,131 
1,399 | 1,464 QII } 1,306 | 1,393 906 | 1,301 | 1,433 
1,240 | 1,370 799 1,161 1,263 783 I,I4I 1,253 
1,287 | 1,373 859 | 1,135 | 1,241 803 | 1,073 | 1,132 
1,192 | 1,289 837 | 1,151 1,247 78aa}) TTrZ {,204 
1,333 1,373 863 1,258 1,324 836 1,230 1,318 
1,185 1,269 7990 REL 1,212 q7 1,107 1,220 
1,494 | 1,595 979 | 1,374 | 1,486 953 | 1,361 | 4,440 
1,576 1,68r 969 1,525 1,680 805 1,450 1,564 
1,094 | 1,183 769 980 | 1,110 767 goo | L160 
1,408 | 1,566 962 | 1,282 | 1,405 914 | 1,226 | 1,356 
1,368 1,478 850 1,222 1,331 8313 1,208 1,339 
1,216 1,347 815 I,144 1,254 754 1,083 1,192 
3,128 | 1,161 877 | 1,044 | 1,092 833 | 3,017 | 1,026 
1,240 | 1,319 794 | 1,092 | 1,200 761 | 1,065 | 1,158 
1,178 1,261 816 1,120 1,162 72 1,074 1,119 
1,253 | 1,373 850 | 1,179 | 1,298 848 | 1,085 | 1,212 
1,335 | 1.454 879 | 1,281 | 1,359 807 | 1,102 | 1,228 
T,102 | 1,173 734 | 3,103 | 1,133 7og | 1,103 | 1,128 
1,399 1,460 868 1,283 1,358 827 1,228 I,3X5 
1,156 | 1,222 788 | 1,095 | 1,153 759 | 1,052 | 1,19) 
1,374 | 1,503 | 1,010 | 1,306 | 1,438 953 | 1,216 | 1,368 
1,178 | 1,276 790 | 1,102 | 1,196 763 | 1,096 | 1,182 
1,152 1,274 754 1,079 1,227 772 1,107 1,249 
1,095 | 1,162 773 | 1,036 | 1,102 779 | 1,033 | 1,099 
1,114 1,182 782 1,053 | 1,134 771 1,017 | 1,096 
1,068 I,II2 840 1,024 T,OOr 840 1,022 T,094 
1,008 | 1,080 803 | 1,031 | 1,092 756 958 | 1,052 
1,194 | 1,251 851 | 1,084 | 1,180 8x2 | x,r4r | 1,207 
1,207 1,280 801 1,087 1,200 997 1,071 1,174 
1,047 | 1,192 783 | 1,045 | 1,174 765 | 1,022 | 1,158 
3,054 | 1,153 723 976 | 1,055 747 988 | 1,122 
1,188 | 1,329 808 | 1,155 | 1,256 811 1,180 | 1,250 
1,278 | 1,298 883 | 1,185 } 1,311 868 | 1,159 | 1,283 
1,207 | 1,310 802 | 1,122 | 1,231 777 | 1,084 | 1,196 
1,156 | 1,210 828 | 1,111 | 1,173 819 | 3,115 | 1,194 
E945") 4707 946 | 1,341 | 1,472 8o0r | 1,169 | 1,222 
1,329 | 1,467 825 | 1,273 | 1,418 885 | 1,280 | 1,345 
1,150 | 1,266 765 | 1,081 | 1,219 777 | 1,100 | 4,234 
1,289 | 13,349 858 | 1,179 | 1,213 834, \-.3,732 0 1.228) 
1,256 | 13,342 gto | 1,239 | 1,348 893 1,268 1,382 
1,359 | 1,437 905 | 1,234 | 1,332 925 | 1,226 | 1,319 
1,752 | 1,934 | 1,243 | 1,704 | 1,901 | 1,217 | 1,678 | 1,875 
1,300 | 1,341 852 | 1,267 | 1,330 822 | 1,239 | 1,307 


40 Reta Pricz Inpzx Numbers, 200 Towrs. 









































ntinued, 
: cage g, ebe.—C? 
Index-Nu:bers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towa® 
1933. 
1931. 1932. November. 
November. November. 
———"____ ie 
alas pe —- 
F, 5 =n et! oe 2 eae | a 1 3 gS . 3 
Tee ae |e. 8 » | 2.8] 258 » | esa) ee 
State and Town. a eee i az | Bo2] Sud 6 | 839 | 8og 
aA | Seo! 859 3 Som] § on = Se Seo 
Cm sere Gr feieestee |) £3 |S8ul gen 
aa as ee.| 28 | oesi/a8y as So o 
Be | S83/82|] Se | 33/522) 38 | oad| ane 
ge | 338/358] 28 | Se8/3s8| Be | 838! sus 
88 |238|228| £5 [xs age) BS | Ae | nee 
| | 
B C 
| B G A 
Western Australla—contd. Besl heaD 2 Oo} 1 B53 1,511 1,605 1,023 | 3,477 | 3,587 
Carnarvon .. 22] Sstk7 | 1,606 | 2,070 | "B25 | 1.189 | 1,288 762 | 1,108 | 1,236 
Collie 5s an g06 | 1,277 | 14375 | 2%) | 1347 | 1,480 804 | 1,288 | 1,421 
Geraldton .. ors gsi | 1,462 | 1,029 Pel eed |) SRG 908 | z.0%85| aeaee 
Greenbushes .. | 1,020 | 1,197 | 1,243 oes heeree T aai 975 | 3,466 | 1,544 
Kalgoorlie and Boulder | 1,038 | 1,475 | 1,509 997 453 133 97 , , 
| 810 | 1,132 | 1,256 
Katanning .. <a 891 | 1,252 | 1,39! B46"), Ss2005 maar aa 
are Gwalia 3. | 1,135 | 1,398 | 1,464 | 3,079 | 1,343 | 14305 | 2,083 | 7,346 | 1,472 
Meekatharra | x.098 | 1,467 | 1,593 | 1,102 | 1,562 | 1,7€0 | x,080 | 1,541 | 1,738 
Narrogin... | 7eB4 | x43x5 | 1,427 862 | 1,326 | 3,40r 845 | 1,249 | 1,379 
Northam .. 907 | 1,34 | 1.453 852 | 1,251 | 1,379 833 | 3,237 | 1,346 
1 | 
Perth and Fremantle . . 839 1,259 | 1,358 800 1,202 1,206 779 Lj T7401 Okara 
Wagin ries a 970 | 1,282 1,367 914 1,169 1,243 857 i,tI2 1,186 
York oe = 864 1,193 x5272 817 1,146 1,225 807 1,123 1,176 
Weighted Average for 
State (28 Towns) .. 875 | 3,292 | 1,384 832 | 1,235 | 1,330 810 | 1,209 | 1,308 
Tasmania— ] 
Beaconsfield Ob 871 977 | 3,003 795 914 932 784 902 942 
Burnie a Ae 881 | 1,267 | 1,348 843 | 1,212 | 1,299 787 | 1,155 | 1,239 
Campbelltown Ar 884 | r,xx6 | 3,352 855 | 1,091 1,151 820 | 1,029 | 1,087 
Deloraine.. ae 823 1,113 | 3,218 820 | 1,143 1,242 796 I,r19g | 1,185 
Devonport .. be 844 1,265 1,329 833 1,251 1,307 803 1,212 3,274 
Franklin BA Ad 952 | 3,162 | 4¥,225 900 | 1,137 | 1,229 860 | 3,097 | x,156 
Hobart a: AC 834 | 1,283 | 1,419 809 | 1,251 | 1,379 797 | 1,237 | 1,370 
Launceston .. ie 826 1,232 1,359 789 1,181 1,290 760 1,163 1,271 
New Norfolk ra 832 1,148 | 1,214 856 | 1,171 1,224 825 3,141 1,167 
Queenstown 5b 96x | 1,288 | 1,369 942 | 1,304 | 1,393 916 | 3,32r | 3,357 
Scottsdale .. ia 787 | 1,090 | &%,I5% 808 | 1,073 | 1,163 767 | 1,030 | 1,123 
Ulverstone .. fe 84x 1,050 | 1,269 866 | 1,142 1,228 811 1,052 1,126 
Zeehan aS a 1,002 1,200 1,233 994 1,192 3,225 987 1,185 1,217 
Weighted Average for 
tate (13 Towns) .. $43 | 1,246] 2,371 817 | 1,220] 1,330 796 | x,200 | 1,310 
Territorles(a)— 
Canberra... np 963 | 1,528 | 1,638 899 | 1,459/ 1,573 go2 | 1,465 | 1.574 
Walghted Avorayes— 
Australia (200 Towns). . 864 | {,271 | 1,378 Blt | 1,200 |} 1,304 794 | 1,482 | 4,288 
Thirty Towns a 855 | 1,255 | 1,377 805 | 1,199 | 1,304 790 | 1,185 | 4,292 
Six Capitals .. aa 85! | 1,276 | 1,383 899 | 1,202 | 1,307 786 | i,f88 | 1,295 








(a) Not included {n Weighted Averages, 


3. Comparison of Capitals and other Towns.—Three sets of index- 
numbers for food and rent have been given in the preceding pages, for the 
six capitals, for the thirty towns, and for the 200 towns. The first two are 
based on monthly prices of food and quarterly rents, and the third on prices 
and rents in the month of November. The three series, reduced to a common 
base (November, 1913) = 1,000) are given in the next table whica shows 
that since Ig13 food prices have increased slightly more in the capitals than 
in the larger groups of towns, while the increase in rents has been generally 
greater outside the capitals. 6 ; 


CoMPARISON OF CAPITALS AND OTHER Towns. 41 


The index-numbers for November 1921 to 1933, computed from the three 
seta of data mentioned, with 1913 as base (= 1,000), are shown in the 
following table .— 


Retail Prices Index-Numbers—November—Australia. 



























































Particulars. 1913. | 1921. | 1928. 1929. 1930 193I. | 1932. | 1933. 
| 
Foop anv GRocERIEs. 

All Towns (200) .. -. |$,000 | 1,578 | 1,625 | 1,770 | 1,455 | 1,349 |1,267 |1,241 
Five Towns in each State .. | 1,000 | 1,577 |1,618 | 1,769 | 1,454 | 1,343 | 1,264 | 1,240 
Capita! Cities only -- | 9$,000 | 1,588 | 1,627 {1,78 | 1,463 | 1,351 | 2,270 } 1,248 

RENT OF 5-ROOMED HovusEs. 
All Towns (200) .. -. | 1,000 | 1,268 | 7,641 | 1,635 | 1,541 | 1,314 | 1,258 | 1,261 
Five Towns in each State .. | 1,000 | 1,271 | 1,632 | 1,622 | 1,516 | 1,288 | 1,233 | 1,239 
Capital Cities only -. | 1,000 | 1,261 | 1,571 | 1,562 | 1,453 | 1,229 | 1,169 | 1,176 

Foon, Grocsrizs, AND RENT. 

1 

All Towns (200) .. -- | £,000 | 1,461 | 1,632 {1,719 | 1,488 | 1,336 | 1,264 | 1,249 
Five Towns in each State .. | 1,000 | 1,458 | 1,623 | 1,712 | 1,478 | 1,322 {1,252 | 1,240 
1,229 | 1,219 


Capitel Cities only - 4. | 1,000 | 1,455 Ki aes 1,459 | 1,302 
: | 








The figures tn the vertical columns show the cost in November of each year compared with November 
1913 for ‘‘ All Towns, (200) "’ ‘‘ Five Towns in each State,” and “ Capital Cities only "’, respectively. 


4. Rent Reduction Acts.—In New South Wales, the Reduction of Rents 
Act No. 45 of 1931, came intd operation on the gth October, and the Western 
Australian Reduction of Rents Act No. 2x of 1931, was assented to on the 
18th August. The Acts, which are on practically similar lines, prescribed 
a general reduction in rents of 22} per cent., unless the lessor obtains an order 
permitting him to charge and receive rent under the lease at a higher rate. 
The order in New South Wales must be obtained from a Court of Petty 
Sessions, and in Western Australia from a Commissioner appointed by the 
Governor for the purposes of Part VI. of the Financial Hmergeney Act 1931. 
A special circumstance to be considered by the tribunal is the amount by 
which the rent of the premises, the subject of the lease, may have been 
reduced since the 30th June, 1930. Any such amount is taken into account 
in calculating the total proposed reduction, but the lessor may not charge a 
higher rent than was charged at the commencement of the Act. The measures 
do not apply to premises which were not leased on 30th June, 1930, unless 
a lease was entered into earlier than three months before the commencement 
ofthe Act. An amending Act, No. 11 of 1933, extended the operation of this 
legislation to the 31st December, 1934. 


In Victoria, the Landlord and Tenant (Rent Reduction) Act No. 3990 
of 1931, was assented to on the 24th December, and provides for reduction 
of rents payable under long leases by 224 per cent. Orders for reduction 
may be made by lower Courts, where the rent under the lease does not 
exceed £208 per annum. 


42 INTERRATIONAL ComPaRISON oF Priog Inpzx-NuMBEBS- 


§ 5. International Comparison of Price Index-Numbers. 


1. Wholesale Prices—Australia and other Countries.—‘The following 
table gives index-numbers of wholesale prices in the y' pee = 734 
for Australia and other countries, the prices for the year 1913 aae ae 
as base (= 100). The figures have been taken chiefly from the onthly 


Bulletin of Statistics ” published by the League of Nations, and represent 
merely the fluctuations in prices in each country separately. 


Index-Numbers, Wholesale Prices, Varions Countries. (Prices in 1913 as Base=100). 





7 Ei ea is 
: al ee S| ales 7 
° & gj 
a oie fe a ea 
erm) a | E eB 0B] od | aero emai 
2] gk |ees| Be| & | BA] os a | 3 
< ma jae) of] A Aa | m2] fy o 
PERIOD. | ——_____$___——) $$ | | |] | | __—.. —___| —___|____ 
4 a 
oe 8 ee 
r:) a ° ae ae re os es xs = 
eei31/8] 4a) 2)| g isen 3] 314) 2a 
ga ja | es] ele oe Ses] et ea | ie ly eoiitemia 
ai] = = ° io) ° Zao °o ° ° ° ° [~) 









































rr ae heen men os |e emer | 
Arse 199 | 100) 100 | atoo | b100/ atoo| ctoo | etoo | 100 | too | ctoo | 100] 108 
1927 T421| 144 | x38 | 233 | x23 | x48 104 | f153 154 172 | 101 130 | 138 
1928 140 | 142 135 | 330] x22} 145 102 153 149 120 | 102 131 | 140 
1929... | 137} 134 329)| 290) taste Tar 105 150 | 148 116 98 | 127] 197 
1930 120 | 113 107 | z17| x08] 117 155 130 | 134 103 go] 112] 125 
1931 104 98 89 109 go 96 127 1i4 105 97 84 102 1 
1932 102 95 86 112 77 oI Raz 117 86 84 90 87 97 
1033 << Ior 94 87 | 108 2 87 103 125 74 70 89 81 93 
1934 J. 105 97 90} I09 70 90 97 130 68 75 go 82 96 
1. 105 97 gt 110 70 89 98 131 69 79 90 81 96 
MII} 104 | 97 90 | 113 69 88 97 129 68 79 90 80 96 
IV.} 103 95 go 112 68 89 95 128 68 75 89 79 96 
Vv. 102 95 rete} I10 68 90 95 128 67 81 89 77 96 
VI.| x04] 95 90 | 110 68 90 96} 128 84 89 vii) 97 
VII) 103 97 go. 110 ae 97 129 89 89 76 99 
| | 
ea ia Ss ra 4 a : 4 e i 
. sla ees <i a - fe 4 
SERIE} a] 21 8 | Ge) 28) 6] 2 | pal Ee 
mo iS) ° wm io) 
hi) (ees. liecie Fe &|a|ad|ps| «| 35/28] 83 
Pasion, aid dir oT | Papanly masala talon oa LORE | 
B86 3 8 
225 a! a . & : : 
eésisai a) a]/4)/4/] 41] 3/228) 2) a] 3] a 
g5saigsia]/e|ei]e|e|e (ssa ¢/6|8]8 
| 
camdime | o| 6 | ol 6 |'6 |-6o Imaal 6 | 6.) alte 
Sl al cael tie! aaa eS ies ee (Ga aa (ch 
Average. j 
TOTS oe {00 100 | (00) 160 {00 | (00 | a10d |, 100] {00 109 {so} 100 
1927 .. 527 170 | 148 167 168 146 142 137 167 153 146 | 324 


1928 .. 491 17t | 149 | 9157 


1929 .. 481 166 | 142 149 
1930 «. 4ir 137 | 227 137 


06 168 140 I4t 137 166 149 147 116 
86 167 122 127 124 147 135 143 103 
TOSI 342 116 97 122 75 169 IXI 110 105 131 113 133 100 
1932 .. 310 122 79 122 66 167 109 96 93 130 104 128 92 
TOS3ic00 |e 205 136 | 74 | 122 HH 59 | 159] 107 or 95} 130] 105} 130 92 

















19341. 278 133 79 120 58 164 112 2 103 134 IIo 132 106 
18 276 134 80 122 58 shia I12 or 105 134 113 132 oe 
Ul 275 134 79 122 57 112 go 106 134 113 132 4 
IV.| 273 134 | 79 | 123 57 * 113 go | 105 135 I1I 132 104 
Vi: 273 133 77 123 56 as 113 90 105 134 11 132 
VI. 272 132 7 123 56 eid II4 90 107 135 113 132 > 
VII.| 270 132 76 124 56 oa xed or 107 136 113 132 a 


a San eS ee a I9r4. b April, 1914. € 1926. qd July,1914.  ¢ End of year. Oo 
192 New seri ha t ths. « Base ficial since year 
a fe aoe ow ea. verage of eight mon » 1928, 3 Until end of as 
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2. Retail Prices—Australia and other Countries.—The following tables 
give index-numbers of retail prices, (i) cost of living, including articles 
other than food, and (ii) foodstuffs only for the years Ig14 to 1933, and 
quarterly for 1933 and 1934. Hor the majority of the countries included, 
the prices for July, 1914, are taken as base (= 100). The figures, which have 
been taken chiefly from the “‘ Monthly Builetin of Statistics,” published by 
the League of Nations, show merely the fluctuations in prices in each country, 
and are not comparable horizontally. 

Index-Numbera of Retail Prices in various Countries, with Prices in July, 1914, az Bese 
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© Nore.— With the following exceptions the index-numbers in the above table are based on the cost 
of food housing, clothing and miscellaneous items :—Belgium and Japan, exclusive of housing : 
Switzerland and British India, exclusive of miscellaneous items ; Netherlands and Spain, exclusive of 


clothing and rent. For footnotes, see next page. 
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+ Extracted from International Labour Review. 
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CHAPTER I._-WAGES. 


§ 1. Operations Under Arbitration and Wages Board Acts and 
Industrial Legislation. 


1. General.—Particulars regarding operations under the Common- 
wealth Arbitration Acts and the various State Acts for the regulation of 
wages and hours and conditions of labour were first compiled for the year 
1913, and reviews to the end of each annual period appear in previous issues 
of the Labour Report and in the Quarterly Summaries of Australian Statistica. 


2. Awards and Determinations Made and Industrial Agreements Filed. 
-—The following table shows the number of awards and determinations made 
and industrial agreements filed, excluding variations, in each State and under 
the Commonwealth legislation dealing with these matters during each of 
the years 1929 to 1933: 


Awaris and Determinations Made and Industrial Agreements Filed. 


























1929 19390 193% 1932 1933 
a 
Ay E E E Zl goal 
iste. Ss 3 Bs} 8 ==] 3 3 ‘ = Sg 
So 18 [os [2 (58 |g ics 3 [cs |g 
a oc n n f=] n <i Fs] 
Zee] &, |Ees| Eo |ees| Sa | ees) 2s | Eee] be 
Boa) BS lESs| BS /ESS] ES ESS] BD | ESS] ES 
“MAE! <@ |<AQE} <S |<A8!] <a | aE] <a |<A8] <a 
New South Wales aa 55 27 31 16 46 40 38 25 30 24 
Victoria wa “i 46 a 83 SS 204 Ae 103 s 238 : 
Queensland a ne 21 16 14 44 48 28 2I 4 55 21 
South Australia .. i 13 9 17 I 64 15 18 8 16 I 
Western Australia ae 15 29 8 38 7 10 5 4 10 9 
Taemenia a1) oe 4 2 10 I 31 3 It 3 9 3 
Commonwealth Court fd 29 26 17 10 Ir 16 21 9 8 6 
Commonwealth Public Ber- 
vice Arbitrator AC 4 ne 5 me 1 ws I ore I 
Total ae ae 187 109 185 110 4i2 112 218 53 267 64 


The figures in the above table are exclusive of variations and 
interpretations of principal awards and agreements, of which a considerable 
number are made each year. The variations made by the State and the 
Commonwealth Courts, Wages and Industrial Boards, and the Common- 
wealth Public Service Arbitrator, numbered 857 in 1933, compared with 
g7I in 1932, and were distributed as follow :—New South Wales, 557; 
Commonwealth Court, 173; Queensland, 81 ; South Australia, 6; Western 
Australia, 13, and the Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator, 25. In 
Victoria and Tasmania any alteration in the determination of a Wages 
Board is incorporated with the existing determination, and a new 
determination issued which wholly repeals the old one 


Industrial agreements filed during the year 1933 numbered 64, of which 
58 were filed under the provisions of the State Industrial Acts in New South 
Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania, and 
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aa Arbi j 
6 under the provisions of the Commonwealth Conciliation ae mi 
Act, The registration of industrial agreements is not provide A ovine 
tate Act in force in Victoria, but agreements filed under the Pp “ 
of the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act are In operation 
within the State. 


3. Awards, Determinations, and Agreements in Foree.-,Conge a 
expansion of the principle of the fixation of legal fanned en : 
rates of wage and of working conditions has taken place durmg y € perio 
under review. The number of industrial awards and determinations m 
force throughout Australia at the 31st December, 1933, was 1,303, and the 
industrial agreements filed at the same date numbered 653: Including the 
operations under the Commonwealth Arbitration Acts* the number of 
awards or determinations and industrial agreements in force increased by 
788 and 252 respectively over the number in force at the 31st December, 1913. 


With reference to the number of industria] awards and registered industrial 
agreements in force at the end of any period, awards and determinations 
made by both State and Commonwealth tribunals generally continue in 
force after the term of operation mentioned therein has expired, until 
rescinded or superseded by @ subsequent order or award. Section 28 (2) 
of the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act provides that after 
the expiration of the period specified, the award shall, unless the Court 
otherwise orders, continue in force until a new award has been made; 
provided that where in pursuance of this sub-section an award has continued 
in force after the expiration of the period specified in the award, any award 
made by the Court for the settlement of a new industriel dispute between 
the parties may, if the Court so orders, be made retrospective to a date not 
earlier than the date upon which the Court first had cognizance of that 
dispute. In the Industrial Code of South Australia, Section 47 (2), and in 
legislation for other States, similar provisions are in force. All industrial 
agreements, with the exception of those made under the provisions of the 
Tasmanian Act, continue in force after the expiration of the term mentioned, 
until rescinded or superseded by a subsequent agreement or order. The 
Taemanian agreements have no legal effect after the term of operation has 
expired, unless and until revived by a subsequent agreement. 


The provisions in the Commonwealth and State Industrial Acts that 
awards and agreements shall remain in force until they have been superseded 
or cancelled occasion some difficulty when the compilation of a list of awards, 
determinations and agreements actually operative is undertaken as the 
specified periods for many awards, ete. have expired. This difficulty 
applies not only to State awards and determinations but to awards of the 
Commonwealth Court also. New awards or subsequent determinations 
for the industries concerned have not been made, and the records do not 
show that such awards, etc., have been superseded or rescinded and legally, 
therefore, they are still in force. Awards, determinations and industrial 
agreements regarding which definite information regarding supersession or 
rescission is not readily ascertainable, are therefore included in these records, 
but in cases where it could be definitely claimed that the award, determination 
or agreement was out of date and the terms of the award, etc., were not 
actually in operation, such awards, etc., have not been included in the records 
as at 31st December, 1933. : 


- ee Bean 3 pe ; 
aa ots Tommonnnein Conciliation and Arbitration Act 190¢. 1930, end the Arbitration (Public Service) 
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The above account may be accepted as a brief explanation in general 
terms of the currency of awards and agreements. There may be exceptions 
in certain cases, but they are infrequent, 


Particulars of Boards, and of Awards, Determinations and Industrial Agreements in 

















Force. 
ores Sraiiedee- jvards | industrial 
Dates. Authorized, pete minations Zerecuients 
minations, in Force.(a) = 

gist December, 1913. ve 505 387 575 401 
” ari (LOLS 1. +. 573 498 663 546 
re oa TOZhalee. ao 575 524 1,181 607 
re as 19800) 3. oie 644 582 1,285 601 
= »» TOSTOR rs 50 651 583 1,317 614 
D » 1932 «. . 657 591 1,337 625 
” o 1933 «- . 657 583 1,363 653 





(a) Including awards made by Arbitration Courts and the Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator. 


The following table shows the number of Industrial and Wages Boards 
authorized, and the number of awards, determinations and industrial 
agreements in force at 31st December, 1913 and 1933 :-— 


Industrial and Wages Boards Authorized, and Industrial Awards, Determinations, and 
Agreements in Force. 








Commonwealth. 
a N.8.W.| Vi Q'land.| 5.A. | W.A.| T HY 
grt N.S. 7. c, ‘land.| 5.A, A. aa, otal. 
Particulars. Dec! Pub. 
Court. | Ber. 
Arb. 
industrial and Wages— ee an oh 216 135 75 56 oS 23 505 
Boards authorized .. ¥933| -° + -» |(a)319 | 189 2 75 19 53 | 657 
Boards which have oe 6 45 123 123 74 59 47 19 386 
made determinations} 11933 55 e+ (6) 279 ] 167 2 65 17 53 | 583 
Awards and Delermina- 
tions— ee 17 aa 265 127 73 54 18 2I 575 
In force .. os 1933] 167 44 490 | 173 275 75 85 54 | 1,363 
Industrial Agreementse— eee 228 “4 95 34 5 Ir 82 As 401 
In force .. 5a 1933 147 a0 148 on 149 33 166 Io | 653 
Commonwealth Court 
Avwards— 
Number In force in oe sa oe 13 17 15 16 9 13 
each State 6 1933 os oF 100 115 33 86 35 67 
Commonwealih <Agree- 
menis— 
Number in force in toe te st 132 129 68 62 57 61 
each State aa 1933 ee nee 37 63 20 25 14 37 
Coramonwealth Public | 
Service Arbiirator— 
Number of Deter- 
minations in force 


fn each State +» | 1933 an re 39 36 30 32 29 29 nfs 





(a) Under Industrial Arbitration Act 1926, Conciliation Committees have been appointed, and at the 
end of 1932, 263 Committees ware in opsration. (b) Two awards of Demarcation Boards. 
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various Industrial 


mati ing the main provisions of the = 
Information concerning the main p n earlier Reports, 


Acts in force throughout the Commonwealth was given 1 oy lepieee 
and brief reviews are furnished each year respecting new industria sae. , 
as well as details respecting noteworthy pronouncements oF aoe ‘ee ea 
industrial tribunals, and any special application or conditions oz the te 

of awards or determinations. In this Report, brief particulars pe 
regarding new industrial legislation and special reports and tribunals 
connected with industrial matters during the year 1933. 


(i) Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Court.—The number of 
awards made by the Commonwealth Court during 1933 was 8, and 6 
industrial agreements were filed under the provisions of the Act. Among 
the industries and occupations for which awards were made during the year 
were—trustee companies’ officers in New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, 
South Australia and Western Australia ; musicians in all States; railway 
workers on the Trans and Central Australian Railways ; printing employees 
in New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania ; artificial 
fertilizers’ and chemical workers in Victoria and South Australia; and 
textile workers in all States except Queensland. 


Industrial agreements covering the undermentioned occupations were 
made during the year :—meat employees in New South Wales, Queensland 
and Tasmania ; confectioners in Victoria; engine drivers and firemen, 
Tasmania ; coal miners in Queensland; and cool store employees in 
Tasmania. 


A full description of the considerations which led to the reduction by 
10 per cent. as from Ist February, 1931, of all wages controlled by the Com- 
monwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration, and the refusal of the 
Court in June, 1932, and May, 1933, to restore the ‘‘ cut’, appears in the 
two preceding issues of the Report (see Labour Reports Nos. 22, pp. 45-48 and 
23, pp. 45-46). 


The Io per cent. “ cut” was removed by the Court as from the first 
pay period in May, 1934, as the result of a judgment delivered 17th April, 
and at the same time the Court abandoned the former ‘‘ Harvester ” standard, 
and replaced it by a standard established by the New South Wales Board 
of Trade in 1925 brought up-to-date by means of the “ All Items” (“C” 
Series) index-numbers of this Bureau. A full account of the judgment 
appears on p. 73 of this Report. The new wage will be known as the 
“Commonwealth ‘ Restoration’ Basic Wage of 1934.” 


(ii) New South Wales.—During the year 1933 the number of Conciliation 
Committees established under the Industrial Act of 1926 was 11, the number 
which expired, were dissolved or were no longer operative was 5, and at 
the end of the year 286 Committees werein force. In addition, 319 Industrial 
Boards, constituted under the Act of IgI2, were in force, but no awards were 
lesued by these Boards, the work previously performed by them being 
undertaken mainly by the Conciliation Committees. Principal awards 
published by the Industrial Commission numbered 9, by Conciliation 
sees a es by Apprenticeship Councils, Q. “The number of 
Bubsidiary awards and variations issued during the year ; 
Ig were made by the Industrial Commission, . by lonet ee fs ee 
252 by Apprenticeship Councils and 194 by the Industrial Registrar. The 


number of principal awards in force at the end of th 
: : : e © year 
the same date 148 industrial agreements were in eet wim 
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Declarations of the Basic Wage were made by the Industrial Commission 
in April and October, 1933, and April, 1934, particulars of which will be 
found on page 80. 


(ili) Victoria. Wages Boards made 138 determinations during the year, 
the number including determinations which were reviewed more than once 
during the twelve months. Although the legislation in this State does not 
provide for automatic adjustment of wages according to the rise or fall in 
the retail price index-numbers, it is the practice for certain of the Wages 
Boards regulating wages and working conditions in industries for which 
Commonwealth Court awards are also in force in the State to meet and revise 
the rates of wage, bringing them into close conformity with those being 
paid by employers working under the Commonwealth awards. Among the 
Boards adopting this practice are those covering employees in the industries 
of engineering (skilled and unskilled); iron-moulding; gas-working; and 
engine-driving (factory). Determinations covering these trades were revised 
and gazetted, in some cases three, and in other cases, four times during the 
year. At 31st December, 1933, 173 determinations were considered to be 
legally in force. 


The weekly hours fixed by Wages Boards in this State vary considerably, 
according to the nature of the sections of industry concerned. In 
Determinations, such as those of the Cement Workers’ and Stonecutters’, 
different hours are prescribed for different occupations within the industries. 
Other Boards, such as the Photographers’ and the Carters’ provide for 
seasonal variation of hours, while in cases such as the Clerks’ (commercial) 
and the Storemen and Packers’ different hours for difierent sections of 
the industries are prescribed. A general statement of hours as determined 
by Wages Boards would be misleading, but it may be assumed that the 
weekly hours throughout Determinations, therefore, range from a maximum 
of 48 to a minimum of 44. 


(iv) Queensland.—Fifty-five industrial awards were made during the 
year, all of which were awards of the Industrial Court. The number of 
industrial agreements filed was 21. Variations of awards numbered 81. 
At the end of the year, 275 awards and 149 industrial agreements were in 
force. 


A revision of the Basic Wage was made by the Industrial Court in 
February, 1933, but the existing rates were confirmed, for particulars of 
which see page 81. 


Legislation passed included the following :— 


The Bureau of Industry Act 1932, proclaimed to operate from 
2and February, 1933, repealed the Bureau of Economics and Statistics 
Act 1930, and abolished the office of Director of Bureau of Economics and 
Statistics and transferred the officers to the new Bureau of Industry. The 
Bureau is invested with wide powers of inquiry into every factor governing 
the economic conditions of Queensland, and any recommendation of the 
Bureau approved by the Governor in Council shall be final and binding on 
the Department concerned. Three special Committees, each comprising 
five members of the Bureau, are appointed, viz., The Rural Development 
Committee ; The Roads, Mining and General Works Committee ; and the 
Administrative, Finance and Industrial Committee—the main function 
of the lastnamed being to inquire into the causes of and means of reducing 
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ae his Act was 
unemployment. The Bureau will issue an annual report. te pecoen 
amended by Act No. 16, 1933, to provide for the ses toll bene 
“ Constructing Authority ” for the purpose inter alia of erecting g 
over the Brisbane River—estimated to cost £2,000,000. 


The Unemployed Workers Insurance Act was amended to pe ‘ee 
the increase of the maximum earnings below which persons became entitl 
to receive sustenance from £220 to £300 per annum, and to provide 
penalties for offences against the Act. 


The Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act Amendment Act No. to 
1934, exempted award salaries up to £500 per annum from the operation 
of the Financial Emergency Act. 


(v) Sowh Australia.—The Industrial Court made three awards, and 
13 determinations were made by Industrial Boards during Be year. 
One industrial agreement was also filed. The number of awards and 
determinations varied by the Court or Industrial Boards was six. 


At the end of the year, 75 awards and determinations, and 33 industrial 
agreements were in force. 


A review of the “Living Wage” made in April, 1933, confirmed the 
existing rates, particulars of which will be found on page 82. 


The only legislation of industrial import passed in 1932 was a consolida- 
tion of the “ Workmen’s Compensation Acts,” assented to on the 30th 
November, 1932. 


(vi) Western Australia.—During the year, the Industrial Court made 
seven awards, and three awards were made by various Industrial Boards. 
Nine industrial agreements were filed under the provisions of the State Act 
during 1933. Fifteen awards and five industrial agreements were varied. 
At the end of the year there were 85 awards and 166 agreements in force. 


‘Declarations of the basic wage were made by the Industrial Court on 
28th February, 13th June, 3rd August, 1933, Ist May and Ist August, 1934, 
for particulars of which see page 84. 


The Financial Emergency Act of 1931 expired by effluxion of time on 
31st December, 1933, and was replaced by Financial Emergency Act (No. 1) 
* of 1934, operative from rst January to 31st December, 1934. The percentage 
deductions made by the Arbitration Court from award salaries and wages 
in accordance with the provisions of Part V. of the former Act were not 
continued, but provision was made for employers to make application to the 
Court within one month of the Act being assented to for the reimposition 
of the deductions in connexion with any industry, the condition of which 
justified such financial relief. The approach to the Court on such matters 
was also much simplified. The rates of percentage deductions provided 
by the former Act were continued in the new, viz., 18 per cent. on salaries 
or wages not exceeding £250 per annum ; 20 per cent. on salaries exceeding 
£250 but not exceeding £1,000 per annum ; and 224 per cent. on salaries 


of over £1,000 per annum. There were 47 awards and agreements affected 
by the former Act. 


The Reduction of Rents Act Continuance Act (No. II) 1933 assented to 
2ist October, 1933, extended the operation of this Act until 31st December, 
1934. 
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(vii) Tasmania.—During the year, Wages Boards made nine determina- 
tions, and three industrial agreements under the State Act were filed. The 
determinations made covered employees engaged in the following industries 
and callings:—Employees in shipping; employees under the Produce 
Board ; butchers ; City Councils’ employees ; employees on wharves, &c. ; 
employees in the timber trade; hairdressers; and employees under the 
Marine Board. The industrial agreements filed covered employees in 
sweep promoting; jam and fruit preserving; and motor-car importing. 

The State Industrial Act in force in Tasmania provides for the inclusion 
of a clause in the determination for the automatic adjustment of rates of 
wage according to the increase or decrease in the retail price index-number. 
The inclusion or otherwise of this provision is decided by the Wages 
Boards, and a number of determinations issued embody the clause 
for automatic adjustment. Among the Wages Boards which have 
adopted this system of wage adjustment may be mentioned the following :— 
Bakers; Builders and Painters; Carriers; Mechanical Engineering and 
Founders; Electrolytic Zinc; Fuel Merchants; Jam Makers; Motor 
Garage; Printers; Produce Stores; Rubber Trade; Tanners; Textile 
Workers ; and Wholesale Grocers. 


At the end of the year, 54 determinations and’ io industrial agreements 
filed under the State Act were in force. 


(viii) Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator—During 1933, the 
Arbitrator made one determination, and varied 25 determinations. The 
determination made covered rates of wages and conditions of labour of 
employees at the Small Arms Factory, Lithgow, New South Wales. 


(ix) Federal Capital Territory —On the 12th January, 1927, the Industrial 
Board appointed under the Industrial Board Ordinance 1922-1928, fixed 
the rates of pay and conditions of employment for workmen in the Territory 
as from 10th December, 1926, such rates to be binding on the Government 
and/or any contractor employed by it or performing work on its behalf. 
The wage for an unskilled labourer was fixed at 1003. per week, The 
Ordinance determined the rates of wage for a wide range of occupations, 
including construction and maintenance labourers; quarrymen, store 
employees ; motor transport employees ; watchmen and cleaners ; fire brigade 
employees; survey hands; engineers; electricians ; engine drivers and firemen ; 
building trade employees ; and timbermill and brickworks’ employees. The 
rates of wage specified in the Ordinance were reduced in 1931 by 16§ per cent. 
in connexion with the general scheme of salary and wage reductions in the 
Commonwealth Public Service. 


As a result of an application for reduction in wages by the Commonwealth 
Public Service Board, a variation of the Industrial Board’s award was 
gazetted on the 2oth October, 1932, whereby the wage for an unskilled 
labourer was reduced from r1oos. to 85s. per week arfd this wage was further 
reduced to 82s. per week by a further variation which was gazetted on 2nd 
August, 1934. Similar reductions were made also in the wages of the more 
highly paid classes of employees. 

On the oth February, 1933, following an application by the Federated 
Liquor and Allied Trades Union of Employees (New South Wales Branch), 
an award was gazetted for employees at hotels, etc. The reductions imposed 
pursuant to the provisions of the Financial Emergency Act 1931-1933 
operated on all awards made by the Board. Minor variations of the 
Industrial Board’s award were also made during the year. 
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An amendment of the Industrial Board Ordinance was. parched 
24th February, 1932, and the Board is now composed 5s sents one 
member representative of the Commonwealth PubliosBerve® a can hei 
member representative of the workmen, the workmen $8 Pere ss hich ree 
chosen from time to time according to the matter in respect of Which whe 
Board is exercising its powers. 

1 Wh ary] r 

The Minister of any Department of State, the en siege baw? 
and any organization is entitled to submit to tne Beay tae a i nu 
which he or it is interested, relating to wages, rates of pay aa 1 oes ouner 
conditions of employment of workmen in the Territory; ana to be repre- 
sented before the Board on the hearing of such matter. The Board hears 
and determines all matters relating to salary, wages, rates of pay or terms 
or conditions of service or of employment of workmen in the Territory. 


An amendment to the Industrial Board Ordinance 1922-1932 gazetted 
on the 22nd June, 1933, modified Section 5 of the Principal Ordinance to 
provide that any organization registered pursuant to the Commonwealth 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act 1904-1930 is entitled to submit any matter 
in which it is interested to the Board. 


§ 2. Rates of Wage and Hours of Labour. 


i. General.—The collection of data respecting the nominal rates of 
wage payable in different callings and in occupations in various industries 
carried on in each State was first undertaken by this Bureau in the early 
part of the year 1913. Owing to the difficulty of ascertaining reliable par- 
ticulars of the numbers of apprentices, improvers and other juvenile workers 
to whom progressive rates of wage fixed or otherwise according to increasing 
age or experience were payable from year to year, the inquiry was confined to 
the rates of wage payable to adult workers only, and was further limited 
generally to those industries in operation within the metropolitan area of 
each State. In order to make the inquiry comprehensive, however, certain 
industries were included which obviously were not carried on in the capital 
cities, e.g., Mining, Shipping, Agriculture, and Pastoral. The particulazs 
acquired were obtained primarily from awards, determinations, and industrial 
agreements under Commonwealth and State Acts, and related to the minimum 
wage prescribed. In cases where no award, determination or agreement 
was in force, the ruling union or predominant rate of wage was ascertained 
from employers and secretaries of trade unions. For convenience of com- 
parison weekly rates of wage were adopted, but in many instances the wages 
were based on daily or hourly rates, since in industries and occupations 
in which employment is casual or intermittent, wages often are so fixed and 
paid. Hence the average weekly earnings in such occupations will probably 
fall considerably short of the computed weekly rates. The information 
thus obtained referred to the weekly rate of wage in upwards of 400 industries, 
and related to 1,569 male occupations or callings. These particulars furnished 
the necessary data for the computation of average rates of wage in various 
industrial groups,* and in each State and Australia. The average rate of 
wage thus computed for the industrial groups represented the arithmetical 
average} of the rates of wage payable for all classified occupations within 


eee ee 


° The adopted classification of industries ia shown on page 3. 
} The sum of the weekly rates of wage divided by the number of occupations included, 
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the industrial groups. It is not claimed that results obtained by this method 
are precisely correct, but owing to the difficulty of obtaining satisfactory 
data as to the number of persons engaged in each of the occupations for 
which rates of wage had been obtained, no detailed system of weights could 
beapplied. Though a large amount of information as to the number of persons 
engaged in different industries and occupations was available from the 
Census results, it was found impracticable to bring the classification of 
these results into line with the detailed classification of occupations in the 
various industries as set out in the awards, determinations, etc. For final 
results for each State and for each industrial group throughout the States, 
however, 2 careful system of weighting according to industrial groups was 
adopted. For example, in computing the result for any State in any year, 
the computed average wage in each industrial group was multiplied by a 
number (weight) representing the relative number of all male workers engaged 
in that group of industries in the particular State. The sum of the products 
thus obtained, divided by the sum of the weights, represents the average 
wage for that State for the particular year. The weights used for each 
industrial group in the computations of the average wage for male and female 
occupations have been published in the previous issues of the Labour Report 


The results thus ascertained for the year 1913 were published in Labour 
Report No. 2, pp. 28-43. In the early part of the year 1914, the scope of 
the inquiry was considerably extended, and particulars of the weekly rates 
of wage in 930 specified industries and 4,256 adult occupations (3,948 male, 
and 308 female) were included, and results obtained thereby to the 30th 
April, 1914, were published in Labour Report No. 5, pp. 44-50. These 
results were further analysed, and the average number of working hours 
which constituted a full week’s work in each occupation was ascertained 
and weighted in a similar manner to the rates of wage. This course was 
adopted in order to overcome the difficulty of making comparisons of the 
rates of wage in any specified occupation, since, in many instances, a different 
number of working hours constituted a full week’s work in separate States. 
By dividing the weighted average number of working hours into the weighted 
average weekly rate of wage, a more satisfactory standard of comparison 
was ascertained. Results obtained from these computations were given for 
each industrial group for each State. 


Since the 30th April, 1914, the number of occupations included in 
comparative computations has been kept constant, but the particulars of 
wages given in the Appendix (Sections IV. and V.) to this Report all the 
more important occupations. In most instances these have been taken 
from awards or determinations made subsequent to the date specified by in- 
dustrial tribunals, from agreements registered under Commonwealth or 
State Acts, or were obtained by direct inquiry. 


To supplement the results thus obtained, investigations were made 
regarding rates of wage in past years with a view to showing their general 
trend in each State and in various industrial groups. The total number 
of occupations for which particulars were available back to 1891 was 652. 
The particulars given in this Chapter show variations in nominal wages from 
year to year in each State and in various industrial groups. Index-numbers 
are also given showing variations in effective wages in each State. 
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2. Aduit Male Weekly Wages—States, 1914-1933.—The ai 
average of the rates of wage taken into account furnishes ae ee 
computation of relative weighted wages in different pe E i : 
States. The following table gives particulars of the weig “ a ee 
nominal weekly rates of wage payable to adult male nok = 
June, 1914, and at the end of the periods specified to ha a ae a 
1933, for a full week’s work in each State and for Australia, vogevher wi 
index-numbers for each State at each specified interval, with the average 
for Australia for the year 1911 as base (= 1,000):— 


Wages—Adult Males—Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate payable for a Full Week’s 
Work, and Wage Indez-Numbers. 


Norz.—-Index-numbers based on the average wage for Australia in 1911 (518. 3d.) 
as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in this table are compareble throughout. 
a aN Nn TI 





-, r ‘ (a)Aus- 
Particulars. N.S.W. Vic. Q'land. B.A. W.A. Tas. tralia. 
No. of Occupations included. 874 909 627 567 489 482 3,948 








| ed anid: 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. 4. 
goth June, 1914 5 . | 55 11 | 544 || $2 230i) 9S45 451210209 n Sa. 75) sss 
gzst December, 1914 .. Pip tsosia | 54. 7 |--53" 5 |e Sd 52) Os" x0" | Sea Or a seer 
gist December, 1927 an « | XO XO%| ZO0) 23)|-s00;ar 96 7 98 to 93 I0 | 100 2 
gist December, 1928 ., - | 103 7 99 8| x0r 2 96 2 99 6 93 3 | 100 § 
goth September, 1929 .. aed OkOa's Ge] x0x, 5 ea hexar cea 97 5 | 100 8 94 7 |b1or § 
gist December, 1929 TO2*XL*]/ TOL =I xen 2 97 31x00. "7 94 8 | 1x01 3 
grist December, 1930 .. we 99 «+f 96 11 92>. § 92 8 99 7 g2 1 96 9 
gist December, 193r .. Se 93 5 82 2 89 0 75.0 84 1 79 9 86 10 
goth September, 1932 AP) ese 78 8 88 8 73 «6 S2ae 78 7 82 5 
gist December, 1932 : 84 11 77 10 88 5 92 17 8r 9 78 81 Io 
3rst March, 1933 Se 84 9 76 5 88 1 7 pa oe &r 2 77 8 8r 3 
goth June, 1933 “ 84 11 7 ea 88 2 73,2 ore x 78 Oo 81 9 
goth September, 1933 84 3 76 X1 88 2 732 tebe 23 IDF. 8x 4 
grat December, 1933 8I 11 77, («0 88 a 81 4 78 oO 80 6 





INDEX-NUMBERS, 
goth June, 1914 ee oe 1,091 1,059 1,030 1,060 1,225 1,026 1,079 
gst December. 1914 .. a8 1,096 1,005 1,042 1,062 1,226 1,028 1,085 
qxst December, 1927... an 1,988 1,957 1,953 1,885 1,928 1,832 1,955 
giet December, 1928 =... na 2,001 1,944 1,974 1,877 1,941 1,820 1,959. 
goth Beptember, 1929 _ ~.. 5 2,020 1,973 1,977 1,901 3,964 1,846 1,979 
gxst December. 1929 lk, Fc 2,007 1,972 1,975 1,896 1,963 1,848 1,074 
gist December, 1930 —w.. Aa 1,933 1,891 1,803 1,807 1,943 1,797 1,887 
31st December, 1931 = Se 1,823 1,603 1,737 1,463 1,643 1,556 1,094 
30th September, 1932 : ne 1,664 1,535 1,731 1,434 1,611 1,532 1,608 
gist December, 1932... me 1,657 1,518 1,726 1,416 1,595 1,523 1,597 
grst March, 1933 oA ia 1,653 1,492 1,718 1,404 1,582 1,516 1,585 
3oth June, 1933 be Pr 1,657 1,511 1,721 1,428 1,583 1,523 1,595 
30th September, 1933 .. an 1,644 1,501 ting ew 1,428 1,583 1,513 1,587 
gist December, 1933... ae 1,598 1,502 1,718 1,433 1,587 E5522) 1,570 


(a) Weighted Average. (b) Highest weighted average weekly rate recorded for Australia, 


3. Adult Male Weekly Wages—Industrial Groups, 1914-1933.—The 
following table shows (a) the average weekly rate of wage in each of the 
industrial groups, and (6) the weighted average wage for all groups combined, 


at 30th June and 31st December, 1914, and at t F ! 
years 1927 to 1933 :— 9%4, and at the periods specified for the 


Wages—Adult Males—Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate payable for a Full Week’s Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in each Industrial Group. 


Norz.—Index-numbers for each industrial group and for all industrial groups are based on the average wage for all groups in 1911 (518. 3d.) as 
base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in this table are comparable throughout. 





INDUSTRIAL GROUP. 





























Date I. ree Mr, |, tv. ie oer other | x1 xm. | xm. | xrv. An 

Most, Engineer- poets Slotins, Panny Manu- woe a hone Ralivays Land | Shipping, eeu Domestic,| Miscel- | Industrial 

ture, etc. ing, etc. pee eg es pees Mini PU teat etc.(a) etc.(b) etc.(b) laneous. | Groups.(¢) 

RATES OF WAGE. 

&. d. s. a. 8. da. a. d. 3. d. a. d. a. ad. 85d; #. d. 8. da. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d 8. d. 8. a. 

soth June, 1914 ae 59 2 Saez 55a Secon Ose On S5 8/065 “4all (64 x 59 8 51 1 48 7 49 § 47 0 53 10 5505 
31st December, 1914 .. 59 6 S72 Ou esse Sa) 53s 00) 63) FO} SG. 10))/5 165) 05) 11 165.) (2 59 8 52 8 49 10 49 5 47 11 54 0 55, 7 
gist December, 1927 .. 104 6 162 10 99 8 98 3 {1273 7 | Ior 4 | 12 10] r09 9 TOs at 07 4 To35 7 94 3 93 3 96 0 100 2 
gist December, 1928 .. 103 Ir perl bs 99 9 99 4) 117 10 | 100 8 | 112 44 It09 10 10z 2 96 3 Tog) 3 95 9 93 3 96 ft 100 § 
goth September, 1929.. 104 8& I0o3 IX | ror x | 100 O| 119 3 | 102 7] 113 §} 110 6 105 2 97 8 106 7 95 10 93 5 97 0 10k 5 
sist December, 1929 .. 104 10 103 6 | 100 10 99> (Galerzo) X41 104" 2) || 1rr3, oO || LTO) 7 105 2 96 9 107 0 95 6 92 6 96 8 10r 2 
gist December, 1930 .. 100 3 CL 97 99 3| 116 § 97 10 | 109 8 | 107 10 100 2 92 10 99 6 87 5 gt 3 CEP) 96 9 
gist December, 1931 .. 85 7 86 3 88 6 83 11 | 102 0 85 4 98 9]| 102 § 86 7 83 15 8x Io 80 3 85 3 83 11 86 io 
30th September, 1932.. 83 x0 B27 ees Fags. S198. 45|| 18% 2) og. 4} 98 | 2 81 5 78 7 81 0 ey rh Lewes 79 4 82 5 
318t December, 1932 .. 83 4 Sr s0) 84 2 fie 5 98 3 80 7 93 II 98 2 80 11 78 3 79 6 74 (9 76. 5 78 11 81 Io 
318t March, 1933 Be 82 8 80 10 83.9 76 9 97 2 79 6 93 2 97 6 80 4 77 6 78 2 74 0 76 0 77 1 8x 3 
goth June, 1933 Ef 83 8 82 0 84 2 76 9 98 5 80 0 93.3 O71 4 Siorr 78 8 80 5 re es 7G 13 78 8 8x 9 
30th September, 1933.. 83,22 8x 5 8378 76 I0 Oy sede’ 79 7 92 9 9713 80 ro 77 5 80 6 vf an a} vote a) 78 Oo 8r 4 
31st December, 1933 .. 2 8 br 4 83 3 767. 97 6 aia) 4 O25 97 0 80 4 76 9 80 9 Gr ft en Hh 74 10 717.«5 80 6 

INDEX-NUMBERS. 
} } 

soth June, 1914 we 1,154 I,1x6 1,077 1,03t 1,243 1,086 1,275 1,267 1,164 997 948 964 918 3,050 1,079 
g1st December, rorg .. I,16r 1,127 1,085 1,034 1,246 1,093 1,276 1,272 1,165 1,026 972 965 935 1,054 1,085 
gist December, 1927 .. 2,039 2,006 1,044 1,917 2,216 1,977 2,202 2,142 2,012 1,900 2,021 1,839 1,820 1,872 1,955 
gist Decemnber, 1928 .. 2,028 1,993 1,947 1,939 2,299 1,964 2,191 2,143 1,994 1,878 2,014 1,869 1,820 1,874 1,959 
30th September, 1929.. 2,042 2,028 1,973 1,950 2,327 2,001 2,214 2,157 2,052 1,905 2,079 1,870 1,823 1,893 1,979 
3xst December, 1929 .. 2,046 2,019 1,967 1,942 2,323 1,994 2,205 2,157 2,052 1,888 2,087 1,863 1,804 1,886 1,974 
gist December, 1930 .. 1,956 1,933 1,394 1,940 2,272 1,909 2,139 2,104 1,955 1,812 3,941 1,706 1,780 1,826 1,887 
gxst December, 1931 .. 1,669 1,683 Xogay, 1,638 1,991 1,664 1,926 1,999 1,690 1,638 1,596 1,566 1,663 1,637 1,694 
goth September, 1932.. 1,636 1,612 1,650 I,510 1,918 1,584 1,841 1,916 1,589 1,532 1,580 1,474 3,510 1,548 1,608 
31st December, 1932 .. 1,627 1,589 1,642 1,507 3,918 1,572 1,833 1,916 1,579 1,527 1,552 1,458 1,492 1,540 1,597 
grat March, 1933 oe 1,612 1,577 1,634 1,498 1,895 1,551 1,818 1,903 1,567 1,511 5,525 1,460 1,483 1,520 1,585 
goth June, 1933 Be 1,632 1,600 1,642 1,498 1,920 1,560 1,820 1,899 1,582 1,535 1,569 1,458 1,488 1,534 1,595 
goth September, 1933.. 1,621 1,588 1,633 1,499 1,904 1,552 1,809 1,897 1,578 1,510 1,574 1,458 1,47 1,521 1,587 
gat December, 1933 .- 1,613 1,587 1,625 2,494 1,902 1,549 1,800 1,893 1,567 1,497 1,575 1,404 1,460 1,511 1,570 





(a) Including the value of victaalling and accommodation where euppiied. (6) Including the value of board and lodging where eupplied. (c) Wetghted average. 
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4. Adult Female Weekly Wazges.—Staies, 1914-1933.—The index- 
numbers given in the preceding paragraphs for male adult workers me 
computed with the weighted average wage in IQTI a3 base (= 1,000) Ls order 
that comparisons might more readily be made between these index-numbers 
and the retail price index-numbers which are also computed to the year IQrT 
as base. In the case of females, however, it has not been possible to secure 
information for years prior to 1914, and the index-numbers are therefore 
computed with the weighted average rate of wage payable to adult female 
workers in Australia at 30th April, 1914, as base (= I,000). 


The following table shows the weighted average weekly rate of wage 
payable to adult female workers for a full week’s work in each State and 
Australia at the 30th June, 1914, and at the intervals specified to the 31st 
December, 1933. The table also gives index-numbers for each State based 
on the average weekly wage at the end of each of the periods indicated, 
computed with the weighted average wage for all States at the 30th April, 
IgI4, a8 base (= 1,000). 


Wages—Adult Females—Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate payable for a Full 
Week’s Work, and Wage Index-Numbers. 


Norz.—Index-numbers based on the average wage for Australia at 30th April, 1914, 
(278. 2d.) es base (= 1,000). he index-numbers in this table are comparable throughout. 




















| 
Particulara. N.S.W. Vic. | Q'land. 8.A. W.A. Tas. trate (a) 
No. of Occupations tncluded 85 87 37 47 | 24 28 308 
RATES OF WAGE. 

3 a. d. 8. d. sd 8. a. 8. d, 8. d. 
goth Jane, 1914 A 26 9 27 4 27.0 ag) x 3704 25 10 ayaa 
318t December, 1914 26 to 27 9 23 7% 24 1 37 4 25 10 27S 
3rst December, 1927 m3 53 0 Sz) 7 3S 49 It 58 8 52 7 52 10 
sxst December, 1928 On 53 7 53 9 54 10 50 II 58 10 53 4 53 to 
goth September, 1929 —« x 54 1 54 1 54 10 gx) 9 58 I0 53 7 |b54 2 
3xst December, 1929 Se $3 11 LY ee 4 54 10 Sx, od 58 10 53 9 54 1 
31at December, 1930 An 53 8 Cet a) §2 11 $x 2 60 1 53 8 53, 9: 
31st December, 1931 On 49 8 | 45 10 47 12 43 +1 ey 45 8 47. 5 
3oth feptember, 1932 at 44 10 FEY Oo) 46 9 40 II 50 0 437 5 44 5 
3ist December, 1932 oF 44 (8 43.0 46 9 40 It 49) 2 43.4 44 23 
31st March, 1933 a4 44«5 42 9 46 6 40 8 48 4 43 2 bee) 
3oth June, 1933 30 44 6 42 11 fie 4o 8 48 2 43 2 3 Ir 
goth September, 1933... 44 0 429 46 9 41 0 48 4 43 2 43 9 
318t December, 1933 aa 43 2 42 9 46 9 4I 0 48 4 43. 2 435 


INDEX-NUMBERS, 





goth June, 1914 Aa 984 1,006 993 885 ray (7) 1,000 
g1et December, 1914 ate 987 1,022 996 885 ae we 1,008 
axst December, 1927 are 1,950 1,934 1,966 1,838 2,160 1,935 1,945 
gret December, 1928 an 1,973 1,979 2,017 1,875 2,164 1,954 1,950 
goth September, 1929 or 1,992 1,989 2,020 1,887 2,165 1,973 1,993 
31st December, 1929 ae 1,983 1,990 2,020 1,888 2,16 1,978 I 
31st December, 1930 a 1,974 1,968 1,947 1,884 pet es roee 
gist December, 1931 6 1,828 1,688 1,765 1,584 3,900 1,681 1,746 
goth September, 1932... 1,649 1,603 1,720 1,505 1,839 1,597 1,635 
31st December, 1932 as 1,644 1,583 1,720 1,505 1,826 1,595 1,624 
31st March, 1933 an 1,634 1,574 1,713 1,496 I 

goth June, 1933 Ben) x:63 1,579 1,713 1497 ee es aaa 
soth September, 1933, «. 1,619 1,572 1,720 1,510 1,778 1,590 1,60) 
sist December, 1933 ara 1,589 1,573 1,720 1,510 1,778 1587 Gece 





(a) Weighted average. (0) Highest weighted average weekly rate recorded for Australie, 
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5. Adult Female Weekly Wages—Industrial Groups, 1914-1933.—The 
following table shows the weighted average weekly rate of wage payable 
to adult female workers at the 30th June and 31st December, 1914, and 
at the periods specified for the years 1927 to 1933, in the industrial groups 
in which females are mainly employed, and in all groups combined. Taking 
the average wage for all groups at the 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000), 
index-numbers are given, computed on the average rate of wage ruling at 
the end of each pericd. 


Wages—Adult Females—Weighted Average Nominai Weekly Rate payable for a Full 
Week’s Work and Wage index-Numbers in each Indusirial Group. 


Notz.—Index-numbers for each industrial group and all industrial groups, based 


on the average wage for ali groups at 30th April igrq4 (278. 2d.), as base ( = 1,000). 
The index-numbers in this table sre comparable throughout. 


INDUSTRIAL GROUP. 








Date. HI. Iv. | LEYS | ee -. 
Food, Clothing, All Other Domestic, Miscel- i 
Drink, Boots, Mase Hotels, | janeous. | Groups.(6) 
etc. ete. factorin ete(a) | , 
| ’ | 
| H 
RATES OF WAGE. 

6. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d, a. da. 2.2. 
30th June, 1914 ac 22 6 249 26 Ir 535 x 30 2 rte 
318t December, 1914 2c 235 24 11 270 30 2 31 4 a7 
31st December, 1927 co 48 9 wal a 53 2 54 5 52 8 52 10 
318t December, 1928 ate 49 3 S402 53 1 55 1 §2 10 53 10 
goth September, 1929 o. 49 5 54 6 53 11 55 i 53 4 54 2 
sist December, 1929 +. 49 4 54 4 53 11 54 9 §3 10 54 2 
sist December, 1930 Fie 48 4 Shwe 52 7 542 52 10 53 7 
3st December, 1931 Ar 444 45 5 46 11 50 9 49 10 47.5 
30th September, 1932 6 AIS Z 42 § 44083 47 4 47° 0 44 5 
gist December, 1932 ae 41 0 42 4 4g G2 46 2 4720 44 (2 
sist March, 1933 ate 40 11 42 0 43 8 45 1 47.0 43 10 
soth June, 1933 Ae, 4m 2 41 Ir £4, 52 46 0 47d) 43 11 
30th September, 1933 is 40 8 42 X 43 10 45S 40 4 43°90 
31st December, 1933 ca 40 6 41 11 43 «55 43) 4 45 11 A305 
ot Ee 

INDEX-NUMBERS. 
we ee eS eS ee ee SS 
soth June, 7914 ae 828 gir 991 1,144 1,110 4,005 
sist December, 1914 Fi 862 917 994 1,II0 1,153 1,008 
31st December, 1927 aa 1,793 1,936 1,958 2,001 1,937 1,945 
31at December, 1928 a4 1,813 1,993 _ 1,954 2,029 1,946 1,980 
soth September, 1929 on 1,819 2,006 1,984 2,029 1,963 ¥,992 
31st December, 1929 co 1,815 1,999 1,984 2,015 1,982 1,990 
sist December, 1930 =e 1,777 1,994 1,934 1,994 1,945 1,071 
31st December, 1932 a 1,630 1,672 1,728 1,869 1,834 14746 
30th September, 1932 ak 1,515 1,562 1,629 1,742 1,730 1,635 
31st December, 1932 = 1,508 1,559 1,625 1,700 1,730 1,624 
31st March, 1933 ce 1,507 1,544 1,608 1,689 1,730 1,614 
3cth June, 1933 +. 1,515 1,544 1,625 1,695 1,730 1,616 
30th September, 1933 = 1,497 1,550 1,612 1,681 1,706 1,609 
31st December, 1933 : 1,491 1,542 1,599 1,594 1,691 1,599 





(a) Including the value of board and lodging where supplied. (b) Weighted average. 


6 Hours of Labour and Hourly Rates of Wage, dist December, 1933.— 
(i) General.—The rates of wage referred to in the preceding paragraphs are 
the minimum payable for a full week’s work. The number of hours con- 
stituting a full week’s work differs, however, in many instances, between 
various trades and occupations in each State, and between the same trades 
and occupations in the several States. To secure what may be for some 
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purposes a better comparison, the results in the preceding paragraphs es 
herein reduced to a common basis, viz., the rate of wage per hour in aati 
groups in each State and in all States. In the Appendix (Sections IV. and V.) 
details are given of the number of hours worked per week in the various 
industries, The following tables give the average number of hours per week 
for each State in industrial groups. 


The tables show (a) the average weekly wage ; (b) the average number 
of working hours per week for a full week’s work ; and (c) the average hourly 
wage for adult male and female workers in each State and industrial group 
except Groups XI. (Shipping, etc.), and XII. (Pastoral, Agricultural, etc.). 
Many of the occupations included in the latter two groups are of a casual 
or seasonal nature, and the hours of labour are not generally regulated 
either by awards or determinations of industrial tribunals or otherwise, 
hence the necessary definite particulars for the computation of average 
working time and hourly rates of wage are not available. 


For purposes of comparison the general effect of reducing the weighted 
average rates of wage to a common basis (i.e., per hour) is to eliminate 
differences between the several States due to unequal working time. 


(ii) Adult Males.—The following table shows the weighted average 
nominal weekly and hourly rates of wage payable to adult male workers 
and the weekly hours of labour at the 31st December, 1933 :— 


Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Males—Weiehied Average Rates of Wage 
Payable and Weekly Hours of Labour, 3lst December, 1988. 


Industrial Groups. oe N.S.W.| Vic. | Qld. | 8.4. | W.A.| Tas. ele 























Weekly Wage 86/1 | 77/x1\ 92/11] 73/10] 78/1 | 79/3 “82/8 
Working Houra 45-74 | 47.97| 44.03) 48.00] 46.58] 47.90] 46.46 
Hourly Wage 1/104 1/74} 2/13] 1/63] 1/8 1/73} 1/9% 


Weekly Wage | 83/11 | 77/t0| 89/7| 73/11| 84/6] 80/6 81/4 
Working Hours| 44.03 | 46.68] 44.00 46.63] 44.45] 45.64] 45.25 
Hourly Wage 1/103} 1/8 2/o%} 1/7 | x/103] x/9t] 1/9¢ 


Weekly Wage | 84/10 | 78/5 | 88/1 | 83/3 | 83/x 80/9 | 8 
Working Hours 44.60 | 46.98] 44.36) 46.36] 45.80] 47.94 i. 
Hourly Wage 1/10} 1/8 | 1/1x3| 1/93] 1/9%| 1/z0} 1/10 


Weekly Wage 75/3 | 76/8 | 78/6 | 78/6 | 84/xo0} 72 

: o 9 6 
Working Hours 44.00 | 45.17) 44.00] 44.00] 44.00 ees te. 
Hourly Wage 1/84 1/8t) 1/9t| 1/93] 1/11| x/63 1/8R 


Weekly Wage | r00/o | 95/10] 10r/4| 85/7 | 105/3| 86 

/ 5 /3) 86/9 | 97/6 
Working Hours 43.38 | 43.63) 44.00] 43.68] 42.79] 43.35 PhS. 
Hourly Wage | 2/34 | 2/23] 2/38] 1/114] 2/5}| 2/0 | 2/28 


Weekly Wage 81/10 | 75/9 | 84/9 | 74/6 | 82/7 | 81/6 
Working Hours) 45.29 | 47.21| 44.81 47.25) 46.03 acs ee 
Hourly Wage 1/9% | 1/73] 1/108} 1/74] 1/93] 1/83| 1/83 


Weekly Wage 96/6 | 87/0 |102/11| 84/4 | 89/0 | 83/x0] o2 
Working Hours | 43.66 | 44.33) 44.00] 44.44] 44.13] 44.59 te 
Hourly Wage 2/2 | 1/11t| 2/4 | 1/108 2/o%} 1/10 2/1 


Weekly Wage 7103/1 | 83/3 | 108/4} 71/6 93/5 

/ c 94/0 ° 
Working Hours} 42.95 44.76) 43.47) 43.79] 43.65 pide ps 
Hourly Wage 2/4% | 1/103] 2/6 1/74| 2/13) 2/1 2/24 


Weekly Wage 81/5 | 78/2 | 85/9 | 74 81 / 
IX. Balland Tram Services. { Working Hours} 44.38 47.59 44.00) FER cies yee ee 


Hourly Wage | 1/t0 | 1/78) 1/114] “x/o4| 1/103| *1/68| *3/o4 


Weekly Wage 80/9 | 70/0 | 86/3 | 69/0 6 
X. Other Land Transport . 4 Working Hours | 44.00 | 47.73) 44.00 shee Hes fe 76/9 
.| Hourly Wage 1/10 1/54) x/11| 1/54 1/84} 1/54| 1/84 


I, Wood, Furniture, ete. .. 


YI, Engineering, Metal .. 
Works, ots. 


Yi. Food, Drink, ete, 


TY. Clothing, Boots, etc, 


¥. Books, Printing, etc. 


. 





VI. Other Manufacturing 


VIZ. Building 


VIII, Mining(d) oe 

















(a) Particulars relate to the average weighted weekly rates of wage, working hours, and hourly wage 
respectively. (b) Average rates of wage and hours prevailing at the principal mining centres tn each State, 


Rates or WaGE aNp Houns oF Lagzovr. 


Weekly and Hourly Rates of 


Industrial Groups, 





XI. Shipping, ete. ae { 


xm. peteral, Acricttra{ 
ete. 


XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. a 


All Groups nat ae 


XIV, Miscellaneous .. 








All Groups excepting XI. 
and XII. 


Particulars.(a) 








Weekly Wage(b)| 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


Weekly Wage(c)) 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


Weekly Wage(c) 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


Weekly Wage 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 














Weekly Wage 


Weekly Wage 
Working Hours 





| Hourly Wage 
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Wage—Adult Males—Weighted Average Rates of Wage 


Payable and Weekly Hours of Labour, 3ist December, 1938—continued. 


80/6 


82/8 
45.36 


N.S.W.} Vic. | Qld. | S.A. | W.A.| Tas. 
81/0 | 80/6 |79/r10 |81/10 | 79/9 | 81/2 
69/2 | 70/1 | 81/7 | 67/0 |72/10 73/10 
76/5 | 72/3 | 78/7 |70/10 | 76/2 | 65/9 
44.00 48.00 44-00 148.00 148.00 |48.00 
1/88 | 1/6 | t/ok | 1/58 | 1/7 | x/4t 
78/6 (75/11 } 85/6 | 70/7 | 75/6 | 72/4 
44-54 |47-74 144.00 |47.84 [47.23 (47.88 
1/ot | 1/7 |x/11b | 1/58 | 1/72 | 1/6 
81/rr | 77/o | 88/x | 73/5 | 81/4 | 78/o 
85/2 | 78/4 J90/x0 | 74/9 | 83/2 | 79/7 
44-23 |46.82 [44.00 146.83 145.51 146.77 
1/11 1/8 | 2/o% | 1/7} | 1/10 | 1/84 





(a) Particulars relate to the avera 


tively. 


1/98 


ge weighted weekly wage, working hours, and hourly wago respec- 
(6) Average rates of wage are for occupations other than Masters. 


, Officers, and Engineers 
in the Merchant Marine Service, and include v 


alue of victualling and accommodation, where provided. 


(c) Including the value of board and lodging, where suppiied, in order that the rate may be comparable 


with those paid in other industries. 


(iii) Adult Females.—The following table shows the weighted average 
nominal weekly and hourly rates of wage payable to adult female workers, 
and weekly hours of labour at the 31st December, 1933 :— 


Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Females—Weighted Average Rates of Wage 
payable, and Weekly Hours of Labour, 31st December, 1088. 





Industrial Groups. 


III. Food, Drink, etc. 


IV. Clothing, Boots, ete. = 


{ 


XIII. Domestic, Hotels, eto. . 4 


Rade) Wey ee VAs 
All other Manufacturing 


xrv. Bhag Assistanta, cunt, { 
ete. 


All Groups 38 


Particulars.(a) | N.S.W.| Vic. 





Weekly Wage 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


Weekly Wage 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wago 


Weekly Wage 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


Weekly Wage(b) 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


Weekly Wage 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


Weekly Wage 
Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 





45.05 
o/1rty 


43/4 
45.10 


0/114 


45/11 
45.14 
r/o 





Qid. | S.A. | W.A.} Tas. 
40/6 | 41/5 | 40/5 | 34/9 | 37/5 | 37/6 
44/80 |47.33 145.00 |48.00 |44.00 |48.00 
0/10} jo/10g |o/10§ | 0/8 |o/10t | 0/9} 
42/t | 41/2 | 42/7 142/11 | 45/6 | 40/1 
44.00 |44.86 |44.00 |44.00 |44.00 145.33 
o/t1t | O/TI jo/11g Jo/11B | x/o} Jo/10$ 
4t/t | 45/4 | 44/4 |41/10 - | 44/3 
44-19 |45.73 144.14 |46.19 + 144.00 
o/x1t 1/o 1/o |o/10% i 1/o 
43/x 145/10 | 48/3 | 38/3 | 51/6 | 50/6 
43.38 |46.15 |44.00 |48.00 |47.20 |48.00 
1/o r/o | 1/13 | 0/o} 1/x | 1/o% 
46/6 | 44/0 | 54/6 | 40/o 
44.00 |46.00 144.00 |48.00 
1/o% {o/11t | 1/2} | 0/10 
43/2 | 42/9 | 46/9 | 41/o | 48/4 | 43/2 
43-93 |45.44 [44.03 |46.03 [45.57 146.07 
o/11¥ {0/11 | 1/of jo/xog | 1/of Jo/11d 





(a) Particulars relate to the averags weighted weekly rates of wage, working hours, and hourly wage 


respectively. 


comparable with thoae paid in other industries. 


(6) Including the value of board and lodging, where supplied, in order that the rate may be 


Rates os Wacz anp Hovns or Lasovs. 


Q 
12) 


7. Average Nominal Weekly Wage—States, 1891 to 1933.—The puiec: 
table shows the average weekly rate of wage payable to adult male a 
in each State from 1891 to 1933. The wages given in this table relate 
the 31st December in each year. 


Averago Nominal Weekly Rates of Wage payable to Adult Male Workers. 


Notr.—Index-numbers based on the average wage for Australia in 191% (519. 3d.) 
aa bage ( = 3,000). The index-numbers in the table are comparable throughout. 


Particulars. | 1891.| r90z.| r907.| r921.| r914.| 1920.| 1927. | 1928. | 1929-| 1930. 1937. | 1932.) 1933- 











adjadis.¢aledjedjedjs. djs. dis. dle. dja. da. . & ie ks 
HS. Wales .. [44 1/43 11/46 7/51 5156 2194 ojror roj10z2 7\r02 12] 99 1/03 5/54 Th és 
Victoria +» 140 §/40 9/43 11/50 6154 7\86 x\1co 3| 99 8j10x 1} 96 11/82 2127 10 2 : 
Queensland .. 146 6/46 2/46 r0l/5r 1/53 $\9r 6x00 x\roz 2jror 2) 92 5/89 O89 5) Oe 
B. Australia .. {4x 7/42 0/43 11/51 11154 5/82 8) 96 7| 96 2] 97 0) 92 875 9172 7) 25 S 
W. Australia .. |52 4/53 11/53 31/59 0|62 10/89 9| 98 10] 99 6/100 7) 99 7/84 Bt 9) BE 4 
Toumania .. 138 6/36 10/37 3142 ol52 sie 9| 93 10| 93 | 948) .92) 3179/9) 28. |e 


Australia(a) [43 5/43 5 














007 | 1,933 1,825) 2,657 1,598 
1972 | 1,892 | 1,603] 1,518) 1,502 
5975 | 1,803 | 1,737] 1,726) 1,718 
,896 | 1,807 | 1,463} 1,416) 1,433 
1,963 | 3,943 | 1,647! 1,595) 1,587 


E.8. Wales .. 863| 
Victoria «+ | 789! 796) 857| 985] 1,065) 1,679] 1,957 | 7,944 
Queensland .. g08! gor! o%4} 997] 1,042| 1,785) 1,953 | 1,974 
B. Australie .. 8x1} 819] 858) 1,013/ 1,062) 1,613] 1,885 | 1,877 
W., Australia .. | 1,022] 5,052) 1,053] 1,152] 1,226] 1,751] 1,928 | 1,941 
Taamanuia ora 752] 7%9| 725) 799) 1,028) 1,674] 1,832 | 1,820 


| 
858] 9x0} 1,003) 1,096] 2,835} 1,988 ee | 
' 
| 
| 











Australia(a) 848) 848 893) 1,000} 1,085] 1,752 1,955 1,959 | 1,974 1,887 7,694) 1,597 1,570 








(2) Weighted average. 


8. Average Nominal Weekly Wage—Industrial Groups, 1891 to 1933.— 
The following table shows for various years the average weekly wages payable 
in each industrial group. The wages relate to the 31st December in each 
year, 


Averags Nominal Weekly Rates of Wage payable to Adult Male Workers in each 
Tadustriai Group. 
NotE.—Index-numbers for each industrial group and for all industrial groups are 


based on the average wage for all groups in 1911 (518. 3d.) ae base (= 1,000). The 
jndex-numbersa in the table are comparable throughout. 
| | 
























































Particulars. | 189x./ roor.| 1907.) 1911.| r914.| 1920. | 1927. | 1928. 1929. | 4930. | 19341. | 1932. | 1933. 
8. djs. dje.d)8.dj0.d)¢. djs. djs. djs. dja. als. ais. ala. d. 
Group I, Js2 5/52 3/53 ol57 Sisqo 6 95 1/104 6/103 r1)/104 rojx00 3] 8§ 7/ 83 4| 82 8 
Ai UI. [47 8/48 5/49 9/54 6157 9] 92 5|102 xolro2z 1/103. 6) 99 x} 86 3) 8x 6; 8x 4 
= TH. |38 2/44 7/46 3/50 9/55 8) 89 3] 99 8 99 9/100 Io} 97 1] 8B 6) 84 2] 83 3 
” IV. 136 8/36 3/43 rol50 3/53 0! 86 5} 98 3] 99 4| 99 6] 99 5] 83 x11] 77 3] 76 7 
im Y. 153° 5/5t 015% 9/58 12163 x0} 99 6)113 0 7/127 rol119 «1/116 5/102 o 98 3/97 6 
Fy VI. 146 4146 5146 4l5x 11/56 ‘o| 88 xxIr01 100 810 
or VII. |50 6/53 10/56 7/62 1/65 5 95 7\112 4 112 alan alces - a oe Me a ; 
» WHIT. [58 1154 8157 3/61 2/65 2/103 10 10G Q/09 IG/1r0 7/107 Yol10z 5} 98 2| 97 oO 
Fs ZX. |§0 10/52 4152 7/57 0159 8) 93 T)t03 1/102 2/105 2/100 2! 86 7} Bo x1| Bo 4 
” X. 139 6/40 gl4x 8/46 7/52 8) 87 3197 4) 96 3/ 96 9| 92 x0 83 11) 78 3) 76 9 
“i XT. /38 2/38 5i40 4144 7/49 10! 88 ©}103 7/10 107 0 6 
no — KMD, 134 10/32 1/37 5143 0149 5) 87 1] 94 3 05 3 3 6 8 5 ao 4 ; 7 iT 
» XM. 132 r0j30 8/31 2/45. 5/47 11 Bo 6] 93 3/ 03 31 92 6| ox 3| 85 3] 76 5] 74 10 
» KEV. (39 7/38 rola 7/47 7/54 0] 84 11] 96 0] 96 1] 96 8| 93 7| 83 x1 EEN SEE OG) 


ALL ae 43 5/43 5/43 9/51 3153 7] 89 r0]100 a2l100 sjz0x 





2} 96 9] 86 10] 8: ro] 80 6 





(2) Weighted average, 
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Average Nominal Weekly Rates of Wage payable to Adult Male Workera in each 
Industrial Group—continued. 
Notz.—Index-numbers for each industrial group and for all industrial groups are 
based on the average wage for all groups in 1911 (Sis. 3d.) as base (= 1000). The index- 
numbers in the table are comparable throughout. 


Inpex-NuMBERs. 


Industrisl Group. 1893. 1901./1907. oid 1920.]1927./1928.|1929./1930./1931.1932.|1933. 








I. Wood, Furniture, ete. |1,023 1,019|1,049/1,125)1,261|1,855) 2,039] 2,028/2,046)1,956|1,669| 1,62712,613 
i. Engineering, Motal ' 
es Nyoan? Se rk 93% 945 971/1,064)1,127|1,803|2,006) 1,693] 2,019] 1,033/1,683] 1,580/1,587 

. Foo rink, ete. .. 745 7%| 902; 991)1,085)1,74211,944/1,947/1,967/1,894|1,727| 1,642|1,625 
Ty, Clothing, Hats, Roots, | ase? om ‘ jig 


ete. its Se 716 708| 856) 081|1,034)1,687/1,917|1,039|1,942/1,940|1,638) 1,507/1,494 
V. Books, Printing, ete. {1.043 996!1,010/1,149/1,246|1,941/2,216|2,299|2,323/2,271|2,991| 1,918|1,g902 
9 


7 


3]1,736/1,977)1,964|1,994|1,909)1,654| 1,572/1,549 
5}1,865|2,202|2,191|2,205|2,439|1,926| 1,833/2,800 
212,026/2,142|2,143/2,157|2,104|1,999| 1,916/1,893 


YI. Other Manufacturin 904. 907} 905/1,013}1,0 

VIX. Building .. 3 986 1,050,1,105/1,213)1,2 

VIII. Mining... ns 1,334 1,067/1,227/1,194/3,2 
IX. Rail and Tram Ser- | 

vices... e+ | 992 L.021'1,027)1,323/1,16 

XK. Other Land Trangport | 772 795| 813| 910/1,02 


XI, Shipping, etc. ae 
XxilI. periulyaral Pastoral, 


5} 1,816]2,012]1,994|2,052/1,955/1,690] 1,579/1,567 
6|1,702]1,900]1,878)1,888)1,812)1,638| 1,527)/1,497 





743. 751| 787| 871] 972|31,726|2,021|2,014|2,087|1,941/1.596) 1,552|2,575 














etc. ee 680 627, 730! 839] 965}2,699|/1,839)1,869/1,863/1,706/2,566| 1,458]1,404 
XIII, Domestic, Hotels, etc. | 641 §98| 608) 887] 935/x,571|1,820]1,820|1,804|1,780|1,663| 1,492/1,460 
XIY, Miscellancous 773. 759; 812) 929|1,054)1,656)1,872)1,874|1,886/1,826/1,637] 1,540|1,511 


| 


All Groups(a) Are 848 Bae Bo3ir,099 1,085)1,752 1,955|1,959|1,974\1,887/1,694| 1,597|1,570 
j 


(a) Weighted average. 


g. Hourly Rates of Wages (2)-1914-1933.—The following table shows 
the weighted average nominal hourly rates of wage payable to edult mele 
workers in each State at the dates specified. 


Average Nominal Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Male Workers. 
Norr.—-Index-numbers based on the average hourly wage for Australia—3oth 
April, 1914 (13.c6d.) as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout. ‘The rates of wage per hour are shown to the nearest 


farthing. 





























New a . } 

Date. Bouth | vietoria. | Queer | Soren | australe Austra 

@nds | 8. .da |e. a. ir 8. 1a 8. d. 8 &. 

goth April, 1914 .. 1 ea} feet nee ie Ka Comet © pan iene Gn 2 r 44 2 
31st December, 1920 | 2 0} I 10 2) of}. % 8} I 11g se 
'» ” 192T 2 Td. 2h ot 2h) 2 I 10% 2 aE 2 of 
” : 1922 | 2 of 1113} 2 If] x 102 | 2 of 2 0 
” » 1923 2. OF 2h ah IPs} o> 11y 2 OF 2 of 
» » IO24, | 2 OF] 2 AT 2 I} 1 Ir 2 of 2 OF 
i s 1925 2 3]? 2) TE 2h BRS) er OF zm If 2 it 
» » 1926) |: 92. 33>. 2» 2 ah 4 2 of ie 2 24 
» “h 1927 2 33/2 23) -2 4 2) -14 2s. 2t 2 25 
ri rh 1928/5) 72. ahr -2). 2 Ded 21 2 2} 2.3 
” >» 1929 | 2 4| 2 24) 2 4 2 if |, 2 j2¢ 2 3 
” 1” ¥930 2 2322) TEO0-e> Pt -2z) © ay 2% 2 i} 
» PoRbrogh ef? eae F> OF ebb Ob Th 7k). DH 1OF 1 II} 
. % 1932 zr 1rg] rt 83] 2 of re I 10 I 10 
= ss 1933 EIT Tm 8 2 of Te 7E I 10 I of 








(@) Weighted average computed hourly rates of wage for all industrial groups excepting Groupe 
X}, (Shipping, ete.), and XII. (Agricultural, Pastoral, etc.). Working hours have not been generally 
tegulated By: industrial tribunals for occupations classified in Industrial Groups XI. and XII. 
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Average Nominal Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Male Workers—continued. 


lia —30th 
Norz.—Index-numbers based on the average hourly wage for Aust ie ae 
April, 1914 (13.96d.) as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in Hien farthing. 
































| 2 
WN $ } West Tas- | 4 
Date. | South Victoria. oie Fcc Australia .| mania. Australia 
| Wales. | ? 
; | 1,000 
30th April, r91q .. 998 980 963 gol 1,170 933 , 

31st December, 1920 | 1,725 1,570 1,753 I,492 1,686 1,567 1,655 
” % rozt | 1,817 | 1,741 | 1,865 | 1,637] 1,796] 1,675 | 1779 

i “ 1922 | 1,735 1,709 1,803 1,621 1,706 1,628 1,726 

a 5 1923 |. 1,775 1,790 1,808 1,676 3,754 1,696 Tok 

ae 7 1924 | 1,761 1,790 1,838 1,709 77 1,706 1,774 

7 = 1925 1,808 1,823 1,988 1,761 1,827 1,723 1,829 

“5 ry 1926 | 1,944 1,864 1,997 1,776 1,878 1,746 1,900 

1 on 1927 | 1,980 1,880 1,998 1,800 1,882 1,731 1,920 

ae 5 1928 | 2,004 1,867 2,001 1,788 1,916 1,728 1,928 

A ay 1929 | 2,011 1,895 2,001 1,808 1,923 1,751 1,940 

Pe as 1930 | 1,912 1,813 1,846 1,724 1,922 1,708 1,851 
+ fe) 1931 | 1,873 1,527 1,749 1,383 1,617 1,480 1,676 

» ” 1932 | 1,701 | 1,451 | 1,748 | 1,355} 1584| 1,464] 1,584 
iz mo TORS (0405055 les agony 1,372 1,571 1,463 1,567 


10. Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour—Adult Males.—The 
following table shows the weighted average nominal hours of labour (exclusive 
of overtime) in a full working week for male workers in each State and 
Australia at the 30th April, 1914, and at 31st December, 1920 to 1933. 
Index-numbers are given for each State, based on the average weekly hours 
at each of the periods specified, computed with the weighted average hours 
of labour for all States at the 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000). 


Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtime) Worked by Adult 
Male Workers during a Full Working Week, and Hours Index-Numbers. 
Nors.—Index-numbers based on the average hours of labour for Australia at 


the goth April 1914 (48.93), as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout. 
































New ueens- out) B = 
Date. suas Victoria. ig anette aueeetas anes at 
goth April, 1914 .. | 49.42 | 48.80 | 48.78 | 48.60 | 47.78 | 48.62 | 48.93 
316t December, 1920 | 47.51 47.19 | 45-63 | 47.29 | 46.53 47-33 47.07 
” ”» 1921 | 45.66 | 46.95 | 45-52 | 47-07 | 46.24 | 46.84 | 46.22 
9 ” 1922 | 46.05 | 46.99 | 45-51 | 47-00 | 46.41 | 46.93 | 46.38 
” ” 1923 | 46.73 | 47-06 | 45-51 | 47.00 | 46.66 | 47.27 | 46.70 
” ” 1924 | 46.75 | 46.99 | 45.40 | 46.98 | 46.52 26 6. 
» ” 1925 | 46.76 | 46.98 | 43.88 | 46.97 | 46.26 eae pi 
” 2 1926 | 44.55 | 46-94 | 43-95 | 46.95 | 45.80] 47.27| 45.57 
” ” 1927 | 44.44 | 46.82 | 43.96 | 46.78 | 45.75 | 47.16 | 45.46 
” ” 1928 | 44.17 | 46.70 | 43.96 | 46.67 | 45.30 | 46.85 | 45.27 
» ” 1929 | 44.14 | 46.83 | 43.96] 46.83 | 45.58 : 
= ” 1930 | 45-64 | 46.85 | 44-43 | 46.83 Pa pee ae 
# » -193T | 44.22 | 46.88 | 44.98 | 46.83 | 45.55 | 46.76 pee 
” ” 1932 | 44-19 | 46.86 | 44.99] 46.83 | 45.51 | 46.75 5-5 
3 1933 | 44.23 |_46.82 | 44.00 | 46-83 | 45.51 | 46.77 | ga.g6 


(a) Weighted everage working hours per week for all industrial 
shipping), and XII. (Agricultural, Pastoral, ete.) in which working hours have cor 3S oroups XI. 
Tegulated by industrial tribunals. een generally 
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Weighted Averase Nominal Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtime) Worked by Adalt 
Male Workers during a Full Working Wesk, and Hours Index-Numbers—continued. 


Note.—Index-numbers based on the average hours of labour for Australia at 


the 30th April, 1914 (48.93), as base (= 1,c00). The index numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout. 


ee 























New 
; . Queens- South West Tas- 
Date. sae Victoria. land. | Australi ees Tail Ser bigen 
| 
INDEX-NUMBERS, 
22 Se eS PSR ee ot eae ae 7 ae 
; | 

3oth April, 1914 .. | 1,010 997 997 | 993 976 994 1,000 
31st December, 1920 971 964 933 966 951 967 962 
” ”» 1921 933 960 930 962 945 957 945 
” FA 1922 941 960 930 g61 948 959 948 
” ” 1923 955 962 930 961 | 954 966 954 
” ” 1924 955 960 | 928 960 951 966 954 
” 9 1925 956 960 | 897 960 945 966 949 
* oe 1926 910 959 | 808 960 936 966 931 
» % 1927 | 908 957 808 956 935 964 929 
» ” 1928 903 954 898 954 926 957 925 
” A 1929 902 957 808 957 932 962 927 
” %» 1930 933 958 903 957 931 962 940 
” » 1931 | 904 958 919 957 931 956 | 930 
” ” 1932 903 958 919 957 930 955 930 
“A ” 1933 994. | 957 899 957 930 956 927 





(a) Weighted average working hours per week for all industrial groups excepting Groups XI. 
(Shipping), and XII. (Agricultural, Pastoral, etc.) in which working hours have not been generally 
regulated by industrial tribunals. 


11. Hourly Rates of Wage, 1914 to 1933—Adult Females.—The follow- 
ing table shows the weighted average nominal hourly rates of wage 
payable to adult female workers in each State at the dates specified. 


Average Nominal Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Female Workers. 
Nore.—Index-numbers based on the average hourly rate of wage for Australia 
at 3oth April 1914 (6.64d.), as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout. The rates of wage per hour are shown to the nearest farthing. 








New ae : & 
Date, South | vistori, | Queens | South, | Western | Tos, | Australia 
Pra! Ps eens pe ae | heft aati | Vet a tl in-ear) 
goth April, 1914 .. o 64 o 62] o 64] o 5%} 0 Of] © 6 o 6} 
gist December, 1920 | o 113{ O11 | OTIz| O rOh}] I ITE} O 10$]} O IIh 
” » 1921 Let I of i313 | © 11} T2} | 2k 0 xr of 
7 =! 1922 t of 1 of I of o 4 I 2} SG Io 
” ” 1923 Pex 1 “oF | ox--aZ to ri 2z| 1 of] rz 1 
aD a 1924 ty Of) Ors To eThal Teo X22 |- 7 of b x 
” a 1925 ERT T 2g2 | Or -t2 T02.] 17-99} [ext oF fet art 
” ef 1926 CRT OL eae | Oe 2y | Hx. T= 3h |-:38-1 1 i} 
Py . 1927 H) 2h) oad I 2$ 5 ares r 34] 1 i} I 2 
3 on 1928 He 27) treat Fr 63 Ter}. | Sx 23} xt 2 1 2} 
of 3 1029 ES 22) Or Set) $be3 Teast. | or sgh [oar 2 I 2¢ 
= - 1930 Pe 25) ree Tee2h)) SE Sad} 22 SF PCr 2 1 2} 
A; A 1931 FF 14) er 0 corr o 11} 1 if Io 1 o} 
es Pe 1932 EP Off Oo x1t || “rs vo}k:| *o 10} | tL o 113} © r1r¥ 
» » 1933 | 0 112| o 113 | 3 oF | © 102 | xr of | O11 | Oo 11h 
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Average Nominal Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Female Workers—contin ued. 


| | 
South Western 




















New , Queens- Tas- Australla. 
Date. ae Victoria: land. Australia. | Australia. | mania. 
| ee 


INDEX-NUMBERS. 
i eee eee et ba ae 














oth April, 1914 .. 980 1,021 976 881 | 1,386 | 920 1,000 
aoe Soot ea 1,777 | 4,685] 1,761 1,578 | 2,009 | 1,580 1,730 
» ” 1921 | 1,965 1,878 1,989 1,770 2,215 | 1,794 1,923 
ni ee 1922 | 1,899 1,881 1,908 | 1,726 | 2,215 | 1,797 1,889 
” ” 1923 | 1,943 1,937 1,997 | 1,815 2,215 1,531 1,944 
of Ae 1924 | 1,929 1,943 2,017 | 1,821 2,236 | 1,898 1,949 
~ *, 1925 | 1,944 2,000 2,125 1,913 2,280 1,893 1,995 
” ” 1926 | 2,080] 2,059] 2,169} 1,959] 2,319 p 2952 2,078 
o + 1927 | 2,175 2,084 2,193 1,958 2,327 1,985 2.525 
> rf 1928 | 2,205 2,140 2,250 2,003 2,333 2,092 2,172 
A + 1929 | 2,218 2,154 | 2,252 | 2,015 2,333 2,108 | 2,182 
“Ff + 1930 } 2,113 2,127 | 2,172 | 2,011 2,383 2,105 2,128 
7 ar I93I | 2,044 1,822 | 1,943 | 1,688 2,045 1,791 I,QI0 
+ 1932 | 1,837 TS 7ET 1,863 | 1,605 1,967 1,700 SR Gh) 
» » 1933 | 1,776 | 1,700] 1,919 | 1,611 1,910 1,691 1,752 





12. Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour—Adult Females.— 
The following table shows the weighted average nominal hours of labour 
(exclusive of overtime) in a full working week for female workers in each 
State and Australia at 30th April, 1914, and at 31st December, 1920 to 1933. 
Index-numbers are given for each State based on the average weekly hours 
at each of the periods specified, computed with the weighted average hours 
of labour for all States at the 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000). 


Woighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtime) worked by Adult 
Female Workers during a Full Working Week. 
Nors.—Index-numbers based on the average hours of labour for Australia at 


3oth April, 1914 (49.08), as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the tabie are 
comparable throughout. 





Date, South | Victoria. | Queens | South, | Monten | Tes. | austealta 
3oth April, 1914 .. | 49.34 | 48.54 | 49.32 | 49.33 | 48.69 | 50.76 | 49.08 
31st December, 1920 | 46.83 | 46.23 | 46.09 | 46.51 46.20 | 47.86 | 46.47 
5 a 1921 | 45.06 | 46.04 | 45.66 | 46.10 45.97 47.86 45.69 
ms ry 1922 | 45.33 | 46.14] 45.60 46.10 45-97 47.86 45.82 
» o” 1923 | 45.81 46.13 | 45.60 46.10 45.97 47.86 45.98 
a Ff 1924 | 45.98 | 46.08 | 45.60 46.10 45.97 47.86 46.02 
5 »» 1925 | 46.17 | 45.83 | 44.00 | 46.10 | 45.57 | 47.86 | 45.78 
»» ”» 1926 | 44.02 45.60 | 44.01 46.10 45-57 47.86 44.94 
” » 1927 | 44-02 | 45.58 | 44.01 | 46.10 | 45.57 | 47.86 | 44.94 
” ” 1928 | 43-93 | 45.40 | 44.01 | 46.03 | 45.57 46.07 | 44.79 
+ ” 1929 | 43-93 | 45.40] 44.01 | 46.03 | 45.57 6.0 . 

a ” 930 | 45-85 | 45.441] 44.01 | 46.03 | 45.57 a. ne 
» » T93T | 43-93 | 45.44 | 44.56 | 46.03 | 45.57 46.07 | 44.88 
» ” 1932 | 43-93 | 45-44 | 44-56 | 46.03 | 45.57 46.07 | 44.88 
” »  7933'| 43-93 | 45.44 | 44-03 | 46.03 | 45.57 | 46.07 44.81 





| 
————— 
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Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour {exclusive of Overtime) worked by Adult 
~ Female Workers during a Full Working Week—continued. 


Notr.—Index-numbers based on the average hours of labour for Australia at 
30th April, 1914 (49.08), as base(= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout, 





New 
Queens- South Western Tas- 
Date, Fouth | Vietoria. | “land. | Australia.| Australia.| mania, |Australle. 




















InDEX-NUMBERS. 
{ 





30th April, 1914... 1,005 989 1,005 1,005 992 1,034 1,000 
31st December, 1920 954 942 939 948 941 975 947 
” ” 1921 918 938 930 939 937 | 975 931 
. ” 1922 924 940 929 939 937 975 934 
A » 1923 933 940 929 939 937 975 937 
® ” 1924 937 939 929 939 937 975 938 
» ” 1925 941 934 896 939 928 | 975 933 
rn » 1926 | 897 929 897 939 928 | = 975 916 
if i 1927 897 929 897 939 928 | 975 916 
3 ” 1928 895 925 897 938 928 939 913 
” » 1929 895 925 897 938 928 939 913 
» ” 1930 034 926 897 938 928 939 927 
2 ” 1931 895 926 908 938 928 939 914 
” ” 1932 895 926 908 938 928 939 914 
»» » 1933 895 926 897 938 928 | 939 913 





13. Nominal and Effective Wages.—(i) General. Wages are said 
to be nominal when they represent the actual amounts of money received in 
return for labour, and are described as effective or real when their equivalence 
in purchasing power is expressed, that is their purchasing power according to 
some definite composite unit or regimen the cost of which is ascertained at 
@ particular date or during a particular period adopted as a datum for 
reference. The relation between nominal and effective or real wages was 
discussed at some length in Labour Report No.6,and reference to the matter 
was also made in Labour Report No. 11. 


(ii) Effective or Real Weekly Wage Index-numbers—irgo1 to 1933. In 
computing these effective wage index-numbers for the respective years, the 
nominal wage index-numbers for each State have been divided by the retail 
price index-numbers (food, groceries and rent of all houses) for its respective 
capital city. The resulting index-numbers show for each State and for 
Australia for the years specified the variations in effective or real wages. The 
nominal wage index-numbers for the years prior to 1914 are based on rates of 
wage current at the end of December, the only data available. For the 
years 1914 onward, however, the nominal wage index-numbers used are 
based on the average wage for the four quarters in each year, and in this 
respect differ from those in the preceding sections. However, so far as 
the years IgoI and IgII are concerned, inasmuch as the movement in wages 
during any one year prior to Ig14 was comparatively slight, the index- 
numbers, therefore, as quoted may be regarded as substantially accurate. 
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66 NommynaL AND EFFECTIVE WAGES. 


Effective or Real Wages (Full Work)—Adult Males. 


Particulars. | r90r.| rgrz.| r914.| r920.|r924. | r925.| 1926.| 1927.| 1928.| 1929-| 1930. | 193%. | 193? 1933- 





N.S.W. .. | 962) 973] 906] 912| 1,069] 1,048] 1,035] 1,079] 1,089] 1,050] 1,107 se oe ae 
Victoria .. 915|1,037| 961| 875] 1,097] 1,073] 1,069] 1,095] 1,120] 1.084 1,158} yaa |e 76) L4i7 
Queensland | 1,172) 1,090] 1,038] 1,036] 1,232| 1,241] 1,183] 1,222) 1,236] 1,220) 1,317) 1,345) 43 , 


8. Australia 948] 957| 929] 853] 1,051] 1,053] 1,076) 1,073] 1,089] 1,057 1,106} 1,178 Boees Pe 
W. Australia | 1,024) 1,023] 1,070] 1,012] 1,161] 1,162] 1,165] 1,199] 1,156) 1,143] 1,229) 1,232 Hees en 
Tasmania .. | 827] 838} 942| 830| 1,017) r,044| 1,037] 1,072] 1,099| 1,004) 1,1I1) 1,114) 2, 2094 

















Australia 964| 1,000} 948) 911| 1,095} 1,081| 1,072) 1,102] 1,115 1,082] 1,152) 1,185] 1,168) 1,178 
foe ee ee ee ee | ee ee 

In the preceding table the effective wage index-numbers are computed 
to the one base, that of Australia for 1911, and, as the index-numbers are 
comparable in all respects, comparisons may be made as to the increase 
or decrease in the effective wage index-number for any State over any period 
of years. Thus, comparing 1933 with 1gor and with 1911, there has been 
an inerease in the average effective wage in all States, while compared with 
1932, there has been an increase in all States with the exception of New 
South Wales. 


14. Effective or Real Wages and Standard of Comfort, 1901 to 1933.—-In 
the preceding paragraph, particulars are given as to variations in effective 
wages in each State, due allowance having been made for variations in the 
purchasing-power of money, but not for unemployment. 


For years prior to 1913, the data available as to unemployment were so 
meagre that comparative results allowing for variations both in the purchas- 
ing-power of money and in unemployment could not be accurately computed 
for the several States. In the subjoined table, for these earlier years the 
percentage of unemployment for Australia and the nominal wage index- 
numbers relate to the end of the year. For the year 1914 and subsequent 
years, the wage index-numbers, percentages of unemployment, and retail 
price index-numbers are the average for the year. Column I. shows the 
nominal wage index-numbers, and Column II. the relative percentages 
unemployed (see Chapter IfI.). These percentages of unemployment 
(converted into terms of employment*) are applied to the index-numbers 
in Column I. to obtain rate of wage index-numbers allowing for unemploy- 
ment, which are shown in Column HI. computed with the year rgII as 
base = 1,000. In Column IV. the price index-numbers are shown, and 
in Columns V. and VI., the effective or real wage index-numbers are given 
for full work and allowing for unemployment respectively. These are 
obtained by dividing the figures in Columns I. and IIL, respectively by 
the corresponding figures in Column [V. The resulting index-numbers 
show for Australia for the years specified the variations in effective wages 
or in what may be called the “standard of comfort.”+ A comparison 
between the figures in Columns I. and VY. shows the relation between the 
nominal rates of wage and the purchasing efficiency of these rates. The 
figures in Column VI. (see graph on page 8) show variations in effective 
wages after allowing not only for variations in prices, but for unemployment 
also. 


























ne eerie 3 BAS iF ee SaaS i ae 

is expression must not be confused with “standard of living.” A change { 

living necessarily involves a change in regimen (see Labour Report No. 1) that is, a Sedre at the a 
or in the relative quantity of commodities purchased, or both. A change in the “ standard of comfort," 
merely implies a variation in effective wages, which variation may or may not result in or be accom anied 
by a change in the ‘‘ standard of living.” P 
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Unemployment, end Nominal and Effective or Real Wage Index-Numbers. (a) 


a 


ne NTs Ti. 2 Effective or Real Wage 
Index-numbers. 


Rate of Wage Retail 











Nominal Index-numbers, | ,Ptice : 

Year, Weekly | Percentage alowianies ‘ ae bg a, 
Au i cre, Unemployment, Food iy Allowing 
monies eS Recomputed. eaten Full Work, | for i 
aS ests00N) houses): “ment, 
190. 50 848 6.6 832 880 964 945 
1907... : 893 5-7 884 897 996 986 
1908s, is 900 6.0 8388 951 946 934 
1999. ¢ 923 5.8 913 948 974 963 
Iolo. . 955 5.6 945 970 985 974 
1gizts. cri 3,000 4-7 1,000 1,000 1,000 T,000 
OLE ae se 1,05% 5-5 1,042 1,10 955 946 
1913 ss 1,076 5:3 1,07! 1,104 975 970 
19t4 x ¥,081 8.3 1,040 | 1,140 948 gi2 
1915... an 1,092 9.3 1,039 1,278 854 813 
w16 oi 1,144 5.8 1,131 1,324 864 854 
1907 ws ae 1,226 Gon. 1,105 3,318 930 907 
1918, a 1,270 5.8 1,255 1,362 932 g2r 
19gIg.—C. os 1,370 | 6.6 1,343 1,510 907 889 
1920) 7... me 1,627 6.5 x,596 1,785 QI 894 
1921 8 ae 1,826 rin2 1,702 1,697 1,076 1,002 
622"). et 1,801 9-3 1,715 1,600 ¥,126 1,072 
1923. ks 44 1,805 Glee 1,760 ¥,700 1,062 1,035 
1o24) 0... “ic 1,840 8.9 1,759 1,681 1,095 1,046 
1925... ats 1,851 8.8 1,781 1,722 y,081 1,034 
1926". a6 1,914 7 ha 1,866 1,786 1,072 1,045 
(evi eae 56 1,946 7.0 1,899 1,766 1,102 1,075 
1928. Ae 1,963 10.8 1,837 1,760 I,II5 1,044 
1929 ; 1,972 Tit 1,839 1,822 1,082 1,009 
1930, an 1,939 19.3 3,642 1,683 1,152 976 
1931 “ eh 1,752 27-4 | 1,335 1,479 1,185 903 
1932 me ac 1,639 29.0 1,221 1,403 1,168 870 
1933. a 1,584 | 25-1 1,245 1,345 1,178 926 











| | | 








(a) As to the effect In sbnormal periods, sce Section IV., par. 3, of Labour Report No. 6. 


Novz.—For yeara prior to r9x4, the nominal wage !ndex-numbers and the percentage unemployed 
relate to the end of the year only, but from 1914 onward these figures in addition to those for retail prices 
are Sverages for the whole year. 


Compared with 1911 the effective or real wage in I90I was 3.6 per cent. 
less for full work, and 5.5 per cent. less after allowance for unemployment. 
In connexion with the index-numbers in Column VI., unemployment was less 
in IgrI—the base year, than in any other year. During the period 1912 to 
1920, while wages increased steadily, prices increased at a greater rate, with 
the result that the purchasing power of wages was less in each of these yeare 
thaniniorz. The first occasion on which the effective wage was higher than 
in IQII was in the year 1921. 


Retail prices fell less rapidly in 1933. Nominal wages declined to 
lesser extent than prices, with the result that the effective wage mdex- 
number for full work rose from 1,168 to 1,178. As unemployment decreased 
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considerably, showing the first decline since 1927, the index-number 
allowing for unemployment increased from 870 to 926. Compare" cent 
Igit shows that the effective wage for full time work was 17-8 Pe dus . 
higher, but allowing for unemployment was 7.4 per cent. lower Cus 


1933- 


15. Productive Activity—The preceding table shows the movement 
in real (or effective) wages, i.e., wages measured in retail purchasing power 
over food and housing. A parallel problem is the measure of productivity, 
ie., the quantity of production (irrespective of prices) in relation to 
population or persons engaged in production. 


The following table shows the total value of production from various 
sources during the years specified :— 


Estimated Value of Australian Production. 


ee eS eee 


Dairy, Forestry 
Agricul- Manufac- 
‘aa Sara, | Pee ee vekcing| Fimcie, | | Se lo oe 
£1,000, £1,000, £1,000, £1,000, £1,000, £1,000, £1,000. 
1907 ww | «30,323 | 545771 15,667 3,940 | 28,157 | 34,090 | 166,948 
1908 =... | 37,150 | 46,408 16,504 4308 | 24,355 | 33,956 | 162,861 
1909s. | 41,056 | 52,336 16,571 4,504 | 22,893 | 36,913 | 174,273 
1910 we 39,752 56,017 19,086 5,072 23,030 42,442 | 185,399 
xQX1 “16 38,774 52,729 20,154 5,868 23,303 47,531 | 188,359 
1912 a 45,754 | 56,148 21,713 6,745 | 25:475 | 53401 | 209,236 
3913 Se 46,162 63,146 21,682 6,626 25,594 57,074 | 220,884 
I19Ol4 te 36,052 67,085 22,504 6,853 22,054 59,004 | 213,552 
1915 . 759475 | 7%172 22,399 6,253 | 22,060 | 59,212 | 255,571 
1916 e% 61,255 83,054 27,931 6,062 23,192 60,502 | 261,996 
3917 ae 59,641 91,979 31,326 6,147 24,998 65,327 | 279,418 
1918... | «= 59,036 | 96,662 33,738 6,890 | 25,462 | 70,087 | 291,875 
I9IQ-20 .. 72,202 | 111,683 38,830 9,670 18,982 2,330 3,69 
1920-21 .. | 112,801 90,641 52,013 11,136 21,675 | 101,778 coe 
1921-22 .. 81,890 75:054 44,417 10,519 20,029 | II2,517 | 344,426 
1922-23 .. | 84,183 | 97,127 43,542 | 13,124 | 20,281 | 123,188 | 379,445 
1923-24 .. 87,166 | r10,216 42,112 11,866 22,184 | 132,732 | 400,276 
1924-25 .. | 107,163 | 127,301 45,190 12,357 24,592 | 137.9 80 
1925-26 .. 89,267 | 113,556 48,278 12,784 24,529 jeer peeks 


1926-27 .. 98,295 | 111,716 46,980 12,790 23,939 | I 
’ ? oy ? 53,63 , 
1927-28 .. 84,328 | 124,554 50,261 12,181 23,015 pee pes 


1928-29 .. 89,440 | 116,733 50,717 11,617 19,539 | 159,759 | 447,805 
1929-30 .. 77,109 | 84,563 49,398 | 11,371 17,912 | I 
7 , , , 49,184 | 389,53 
ee ee 701500 69,499 43,067 8,313 15,356 112,966 ae 
see we Ta? 61,540 41,478 7,703 | 13,352 | 106,456 | 305,018 
2-33 +: 75,502 | 64,851 39,622 8,470 | 15,583 | 114,136 | 318,224 
Se ee Eee 


In previous issues of this Re | 
: ; 3 Keport, an attempt was made to measure t 
eey a material production by means of production price inden ae 
ese index-numbers have never been regarded as satisfactory over g long 
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period, and there is danger in continuing them further in respect to manu- 
facturing production. (See Production Bulletin No. 24, page 112.) In 
the absence of a satisfactory measure of the quantity of production, the 
retail price index-numbers have been applied to the value of production in 
the same manner as applied to nominal wages to measure their relative 
purchasing power. The results may be taken to indicate the purchasing 
power in retail prices of the things produced, and for convenience will here- 
after be called real production. 


Two tables are given :—The first shows real production per head of 
population, but any deductions therefrom must take into account the 
following considerations. The production considered is material production 
only, and takes no account of services. As civilization advances, material 
production becomes less important relative to services, and a smaller propor- 
tion of the population is engaged in such production. For example, the 
use of the motor car, the cinema, and wireless is comparatively recent, and 
in connexion therewith, a much larger number of people is employed in 
services than in material production. It follows therefore, that material 
production per head of population will not measure accurately the progress of 
productive efficiency, but will tend to give too low a value. Unemployment, 
of course, will also depress it. 


A better measure is given by real production per person engaged in 
material production. The second table attempts to give this, The result 
will give a better measure of productive efficiency, but will not take into 
account the effect of unemployment, though the index may be somewhat 
depressed by short time and rationing. 


The tables tell different stories. Before unemployment became severe 
in 1930, veal production per head, as shown in the last column of the 
first table, had remained substantially steady, with minor fluctuations 
since 1906. Whatever gain had been made in productive efficiency had 
been counterbalanced by the gradual change over from production of 
goods to production of services. With the heavy increase in unemployment 
in the last three years, the index fell from its normal figure of about I00 to 
76 in 1930-31. This would imply a fall in average real income of about 
24 per cent. from the normal level, taking unemployment into account. 
In 1931-32 and 1932-33, however, the index rose to 79 and 86, equivalent 
to an increase in real production of almost 4 per cent. and I3 per 
cent. respectively. A further improvement is anticipated in 1933-34, when 
the index will probably reach g2. This figure would indicate a rise in real 
production per head of population of nearly 7 per cent. over that for the 
year 1932-33 and of nearly 22 per cent. since 1930-31. 


The index of reai production per person engaged, as given in the last 
column of the second table, shows on the other hand an appreciable upward 
tendency. It rose steeply during the war, as might have been expected, 
fell somewhat after the war, and recovered again. For 1929-30, it fell to 
105, due to the lag in the fall of retail prices, increased to 108 for 1930-31, 
112 in 1931-32, I17 in 1932-33, and will probably rise to 120 for 1933-34, as 
contrasted with about 92 for veal production per head. This high figure 
‘for real production per person engaged implies a high real wage for 
those in employment, and is consistent with available information concerning 
rates of effective or real wages, which, although showing a drop in 1932 
compared with 1931, still maintained the high level reached in the 


years 1927 to 1929. 


7° PRODUCTION PER HEAD OF POPULATION. 


‘ Production per Head of Population. a 


al Produc- 
Value of Material Production. ee per head 


- t 
Retail Price ¢ population 
Index-Number (measured in 





Per head of population. 














Year. G 
7” Total. for reopen Baie 
£1,000, Actual: Ladexagurnber: IgII = 100. 
ee he 
os 
1906 .. | 147,043 35-9 87 go2 ea 
IQIr rs 188,359 41.2 100 1,000 1S 
1913 7 220,884 gaed IIo 1,104 99 
1914 1 213,552 43.0 104 1,140 aa 
1916 Be 261,906 53-3 129 1,324 9 
1917 - 279,418 56.1 136 1,318 wes, 
1918 a 291,875 57-5 140 1,362 oe 
1919-20 ie 343,607 64.9 158 1,624 97 
1920-21 ‘ 390,644 | 72.2 175 1,821 96 
1921-22 ae 344,426 62.5 152 1,600 95 
1922-23 r 3795445 67.4 163 1,642 Too 
1923-24 ar 400,276 69.6 169 1,714 09 
1924-25 + 454,580 | 77-3 188 1,690 IIrr 
1925-26 Se 43m670 | 72.0 © | 175 1,766 99 
1926-27 -- | 447.354 73229 178 | 1,763 IoI 
1927-28 5 452,901 72.5 | 176 1,776 99 
1928-29 a 447,805 | 70.5 i71 1,785 96 
1929-30 -. | 389,537 60.6 147 1,783 83 
1930-31 e 319,701 49.2 | 120 1,574 76 
1931-32 .. | 305,018 | 46.5 | 113 1,432 79 
1932-33 See eaie.2240 8 4820s 117 1,358 86 











(a) Retail prices of food, groceries, and housing (all houses) for six capital cities. 


Production per Person Engaged. 


| 
| Value of Materlal Production per Real Production 


























Number person engaged in production.(a) 
rs ” per person 
Year, | ie Matera : engaged ee 
Production.(a) ae Index-Number, | chasing oawiee 
| } si ae IgIlI = 100, 1911 = 100. 
(z,000.) £ 

1a06 .. “| 659 223 | 87 96 
IgIx .. te | 728 | 257 100 100 
1913... oe | 756 } 290 113 102 
1914 .. a 733 289 113 99 
1916 .. Abo 685 381 148 Ir2 
LOW) 23 a: 683 408 | 159 120 
1918 .. Sis 685 424 _ 165 121 
1919-2 ae 743 460 179 IIo 
1920-21 | 760 510 | 199 109 
1921-22 nc 975 441 172 107 
1922-23 793 | 475 185 | 113 
1923-24 ~ 810 | 491 191 | 11I 
1924-25 a0 826 547 213 126 
1925-26 fre 831 515 201 114 
1926-27 en 84r | 527 205 116 
ie ae on 838 536 209 118 
1928-29 ers 830 536 209 1r7 
1929-30 ae 803 | 482 187 50) 

1930-31 . 728 431 168 ee 
1931-32 ec 741 411 160 II2 
1932-33 i 781 407 158 IT7 








{a} Vide following explanatory remarks. 
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The data for the preceding table are not complete. The numbers 
engaged in timber-getting are not accurately known, so that the value oi 
production on this account, and the corresponding persons engaged, are both 
left out of account. Further, the information about women engaged in. 
primary production is unsatisfactory, so that males alone are counted in 
primary industries. In manufacturing, the numbers are converted into 
equivalent male workers on the basis of relative wages for male and female 
workers. The column headed “‘ numbers engaged ”’ is therefore, rather an 
index than the absolute number of individuals occupied in material 
production, but as an index, it should be accurate enough to give a 
satisfactory index of production per person engaged. 


§3. The Basic Wage and Child Endowment in Australia. 


I. The Basic Wage.—(i) General——The “basic” wage is determined 
by industrial tribunals in Australia operating under Commonwealth and 
State Arbitration Acts. In the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration 
Act, and in the industrial legislation in New South Wales, Queensland, 
South Australia and Western Australia, provision is made for the tribunals 
appointed by the Acts to determine the basic rates of wage to be paid to 
adult unskilled workers. In Tasmania, the provision for the declaration 
of a basic rate of wage is not included in the industrial Acts in force. The 
Wages Board system operaies in this State, and each Wages Board 
determines the rate of wage to be paid to the unskilled worker when the 
determination for an industry or calling is under review. In Victoria, 
however, the same Wages Board system exists, but by an amendment 
of the Factories Act, operative from r7th October, 1934, (vide p. 80) 
Wages Boards are obliged to adopt the same basic wage as that 
determined by the Commonwealth Arbitration Court for similar industries. 

The Acts in force providing for the determination of a “ basic” 
wage are as under :— . 

{a) Australiag—Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act 1904- 
1930. 

(b) New South Wales—Industrial Arbitration Act 1932. 

(c) Victoria—Factories and Shops Act, No. 4275, 1934. 

(d) Queensland—IJndustrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act 1929- 
I9Q3I. 

(e) South Australia—The Industrial Code 1920-1925. 

(f) Western Australia—Industrial Arbitration Act 1912-1930. 


Tho Hederal Basic Wage. 


(ii) Commonwealth.—The doctrine of a basic wage was propounded as 
far back as 1890 by Sir Samuel Griffith, Premier of Queensland, and the 
same principle was enunciated in the New South Wales Arbitration Court 
in somewhat similar terms by Mr. Justice Heydon in 1905. In spite, 
of these pronouncements, however, and of the fact that wage-fixing tribunals 
had been in operation as early as 1896 (in the State of Victoria) it was not 
until the year 1907 that the first basic wage, as such, was declared by a Court 
in Australia. This declaration was made by Mr. Justice Higgins, President 
of the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration, and is popularly 
known as the “ Harvester Judgment”? on account of its having been 
determined in connexion with H. V. McKay’s Sunshine Harvester Works. 
The rate of wage declared in this case was 7s. per diem or £2 2s. per week 
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“o family of about 
a” wage. Whe 
for rent, and 


for Melbourne, the amount considered reasonable for : 
five*’’, and was generally referred to as the “ Harvester 
constituent parts of this amount were £1 5s. 5d. for food, 75. 
gs. 7d. for all other expenditure. 

The judgment was delivered on 8th November, 1907, in the pe 
the application of H. V. McKay for an Order in terms of Section 2 (d) of the 
Excise Tariff 1906. The Commonwealth Parliament had by this Act imposed 
certain excise duties on agricultural implements, but provided that the Act 
should not apply to goods manufactured in Australia “ under conditions as 
to the remuneration of labour which are declared by the President of the 
Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration to be fair and 
reasonable.” The President discussed at length the meaning of “fair and 
reasonable”, and stated “‘These remarks would not be made if the 
Legislature had defined the general principles on which I am to determine 
whether wages are fair and reasonable or the reverse. . . . The provision 
for fair and reasonable remuneration is obviously designed for the benefit of 
the employees in the industry; and it must be meant to secure to them 
something which they cannot get by the ordinary system of individual 
bargaining with employers. . . . The standard must therefore be 
something else ; and I cannot think of any other standard appropriate than 
‘the normal needs of the average employee regarded as a human being living 
in a civilized community.’” This may therefore be taken as the true 
definition of the “ basict ”’ wage of the Federal Arbitration Court. 


The President in his judgment stated—‘‘ My hesitation has been chiefly 
between 7s. and 7s. 6d.; but I put the minimum at 7s. as I do not think 
that I could refuse to declare an employer’s remuneration to be fair and 
reasonable if I find him paying 7s. per day.” 


The “ Harvester basic rates for all other towns throughout Australia 
were fixed at practically the same rates until the year Igt3, when the Court 
took cognizance of the retail price index-numbers, covering food and 
groceries and rent of all houses, for the 30 more important towns of the 
Commonwealth, which had been published by the Commonwealth 
Statistician for the first time in the preceding year. These index-numbers 
had been taken back to rg0r, with the year IgIt as base, and disclosed 
not only considerable percentage increases since 1907, but also large 
disparities in the relative purchasing power of money in the various towns. 
The basic rates for towns were thereafter fixed on their respective index- 
numbers, taking the index-number 875 for Melbourne for the year 1907 
as being equivalent to 42s. per week—or the base of the table 1,000 as bemg 
equivalent to 48s. per week. Exceptions were made ag regards many 
country towns, where certain loadings were applied to counterbalance 
their lower index-numbers due to cheaper rentals.t 


In 1922 an amount known as the “ Powers’ 38.”§ was added to the 
weekly wage for the purpose of securing to the worker during a period of 
Tising prices the full equivalent of the “‘ Harvester” standard. and in the 








* This was regarded by the learned Judge as the “average ” family 
average number of dependent children per married adult worker is approx 
workers approximately one, the Court following the principle of paying t 
and married workers. 

{ The term “ minimum ” wage on the other hand, is used to expres. ae 
in a particuar industry and is either equal to, or greater than thee paar area "ate of wage uaye ais 

¢ As these indexes covered only 60 per cent. of household expenditur. Soe 
would wrongfully presume low costs in the remaining uninvestigatca’ rae index due to low rentals 
expenditure and vice versa. per cent. of household 


§ Awarded by Mr. Justice Powers in the Gas Workers’ Case, 


unit, whereas statistically the 
imately two, and for all adult 
the same wage to both single 
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same same year the system was instituted of regular quarterly adjustments 


of the basic wage to variations in purchasing power as disclosed by the 
retail price index-numbers. 


The Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act provides that the 
“basic ” wage is to be considered by a Court constituted by the Chief J udge 
and not less than two other Judges, and must be approved by a majority 
of the members of the Court. The amended Act of 1930 provides that any 
alteration of the “basic” wage or the principles on which it is computed, 
or any variation or interpretation of any award where the variation or 
interpretation would result in any such alteration, shall have no force or 
effect unless it is considered by the Court constituted as above-mentioned. 
By a judgment of the High Court on the 21st April, 1933, the “ basic” 
wage is taken to mean for the foregoing purpose, not only the “ Harvester ” 
wage, but any “loadings ” forming part of the primary wage of an unskilled 
labourer, the wage payable for skilled labour being assessed on the basis 
of that primary wage. A “loading’’ is defined as an addition to the 
“basic” wage as compensation for some peculiar condition of labour or 
environment, and not by way of “ margin for skill.” 


The adequacy or otherwise of the “‘ Harvester” standard has been the 
subject of much discussion, the author of the judgment himself urging on 
several occasions the need for its review. The abnormal conditions during 
and for some time after the war rendered such a review out of the question, 
particularly in view of the fact that wages throughout Australia were being 
automatically adjusted to changes in the cost of living. A Royal Com- 
mission (referred to later) was appointed in 1920 to assess a basic wage, 
but its recommendations were disregarded. 

This method of fixation and adjustment of the basic wage continued 
in force until 30th April, 1934, when it was superseded by a Judgment of 
the Full Arbitration Court, delivered on 17th April, particulars of which 
appear below. 


In the meantime, however, the economic depression, which made itself 
felt severely in Australia in 1930, forced the employers to seek relief from 
the Court of part of the heavy burden of wages on industrial recovery, and 
on page 74 of Labour Report No. 23 for 1932, an account will be found of the 
proceedings which resulted in the Court reducing all wages under its 
jurisdiction by Io per cent. from rst February, 1931, together with references 
to the Court’s refusal in June, 1932, and May, 1933, to rescind the Order 
on applications made by the Unions. 


2. Basic Wage Inquiry, 1934.—(i) Introductory. Asexplained hereinafter, 
the 10 per cent. reduction of wages referred to above ceased to operate in 
the majority of awards as from the Ist May, 1934, following on a judgment 
of the Full Court delivered on the 17th April, 1934. The Court at the same 
time declared a new basic wage, to be periodically adjusted on the “ All 
Items” (“C” Series) index-numbers computed by this Bureau. This 
new wage supersedes the former ‘‘ Harvester’ standard wage supplemented 
by the “ Powers’ 3s.” with which the famfly unit of ‘* about five persons ” 
had been generally associated. For convenience of reference, the new basic 
wage will be known as the “ Commonwealth ‘ Restoration’ Basic Wage, 1934.” 


(ii) Applications for Restoration. In connexion with its former refusals 
to rescind the 10 per cent. reduction imposed from Ist February, 1931, the 
Court had indicated that although refusing restoration generally, it was 
possible that certain industries were in a condition to justify the restoration, 
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tions made on 


h i ‘ lica 
and that the Court would be quite prepared to hear applic cftally. mina 


that ground. A number of full and partial restorations were 
in this way by the Court, and also voluntarily by employers. 


Applications by organizations generally renewing the request for Te- 
scission of the ro per cent. reduction having been made, the case opened 
before the Full Court on the roth February, 1934, and the hearing continued 
until the 14th March, 1934, the transcript of the evidence covering 865 pages 
exclusive of “exhibits ” not incorporated. Very few witnesses were called, 
and as the Court declined to hear evidence on the domestic requirements 
of typical families, the case submitted by the Unions, in addition to traversing 
the general principles followed by State tribunals in determining the basic 
wage for their respective States; was mainly directed to prove that the 
national finances had improved substantially ; that commerce and industry 
had revived, and that balance-sheets, enhanced prices of stocks and shares, 
increased productivity, and other ready means of measuring prosperity 
had proved the ability of industry to bear complete restoration of former 
wage standards; that the continuation of the reduction was hampering 
progress towards complete recovery ; and that had the conditions prevailing 
in 1930 been similar to those of 1934, the Court would not have made the 
reduction. The employers denied generally the position as stated by the 
Unions, and submitted that the alleged improvement was more psycho- 
logical than real; that although Commonwealth finances had apparently 
improved, the condition of State finances was still parlous ; that the position 
of the railways and tramways was desperate, and that State deficits were 
largely due to the losses in those services. 


(iti) Judgment of the Court. (a) Capital Cities—The reserved judgment 
was delivered by the Court on the 17th April, 1934, and came into operation 
on the rst May, 1934. The decision was not unanimous, the majority 
judgment being signed by Dethridge, C.J., and Drake-Brockman, J.; 
Beeby, J., dissenting as to the amount at which the basic wage was declared. 
The basic rates awarded for the various capital cities are shown in column 2 
of the following table, while the basic rates being paid under the former 
systems, together with the increases and decreases on former standards, 
are added for comparative purposes. 


COMPARISON OF Basic RATES AWARDED FOR CAPITAL CITIEs. 





Rates being paid prior to 











New Rates ist May, 1934. (a) Increase or Decrease. 
Awarded ee 
City. rst May, 5 = 
a oa nder “DD” Over “A™ 
C” Serles.| Series less | Under‘ A’’| Over““D” | O eae ies 
Io per cent. Series (Full). Series. ila bee fe 
eut’’. “ cut” 
() (2) (3 (4) (5) (6) (7) 
8. d. & a, & a. &. d. s. d. 8. d. 
Sydney oie 67 0 66 II 720 (Coy ae —5 0 +2 2 
Melbourne Ate 64 0 63 4 67.6 o 8 —3 6 +3 3 
Brisbane a 61 0 59 4 62 0 THD —I Oo +5 2 
Adelaide nee 64 0 60 2 63 0 3 10 +I 0 +7 4 
Fore ae 66 0 59 3 64 0 6 9 42 0 +8 5 
obart 5s 67 0 64 Io 70 Zaz —3 0 +4 0 
Six Capitals 65 0 63 9 68 0 Tee —3 0 +3 10 


(a) Calculated to nearest 6d., and including “ Powers’ 33.” or i 
: a 38." or its equiva] 
Nore.—For explanation of the “ A”, ““C”’, and “ D ” Series see P. 16 of this Heat 
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Column (3) represents the rates actually being paid to members of the 
applicant organizations, and the immediate gains are shown in column (5), 
tepresenting the difference between Columns (2) and (3). A comparison with 
past ‘“‘ standards’ is made in columns (6) and (7). Column (6) represents 
the increase or decrease compared with wages of workers not subject to the 
Io per cent. reduction, who are still enjoying the standard represented by 
the “‘ A’ Series of index-numbers, which has existed since the ‘‘ Harvester ”’ 
wage was declared in 1907, plus the addition of the ‘‘ Powers’ 3s.” in 1922. 
The most noteworthy feature of this column is the coincidence that the 
new rate for the Six Capital Cities combined is that previously paid under 
the ‘A ”’ Series, without the “ Powers’ 3s.”’, but reference to Section (v.)— 
“Basis of New Wage ”—of this article will disclose the fact that this rate 
was not used as the basis of the judgment. The rate for Hobart is likewise 
that formerly paid under the “A” Series, without the “ Powers’ 3s.” 
while for Melbourne the rate is 6d. under that amount; but in the case of 
Sydney, the decrease was 2s. in addition to that item. The increases dis- 
closed by column (6) for Adelaide and Perth are due to the higher relative 
rates under the ““C” Series index-numbers for the towns mentioned, 
compared with those under the “A” Series. Column (7) represents the 
theoretical immediate gain to wages, had there been no adjustment of wages 
by means of the “D” Series index-numbers. It must be remembered 
in this connexion that the introduction of this system of adjustment in 
May, 1933, was merely a temporary measure adopted by the Court to arrest 
somewhat the steep drop in wages which was taking place as the result of 
adjustments made in accordance with the “A” Series index-numbers ; 
and if, therefore, the Io per cent. reduction had continued to operate upon 
the rates derived from the “A” Series, the increases over the rates ruling 
would, on such an hypothesis, have been those shown in column (7). 


(b) Country Towns. The rates for country towns were, with certain 
exceptions, fixed at a figure 3s. below that of the Capital City, the exceptions 
being as follow :—Neweastle, 67s.; Broken Hill, 65s.; Geelong, 633s. ; 
Warrnambool, 633. (on Geelong) ; Mildura, 64s. (on Melbourne) ; Yallourn, 
64s. (on Melbourne) ; Whyalla, 64s. (on Adelaide) ; Kalgoorlie, 76s. ; Gerald- 
ton, 69s. ; Launceston, 66s. ; Queenstown, 628. 6d. The rates for Adelaide, 
Hobart and Launceston were graduated so as to come into full operation 
by the 1st June, 1935. Special provisions were made in connexion with the 
railway services. In the case of Tasmania a flat rate of 65s. or 2s. below 
that of Hobart was declared, whilst in the case of South Australia a flat 
rate of 64s. on the Five Towns index-number was fixed. In the cases of 
New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia, the Court decided to 
extend the flat rate to all industries within the railway services (such as 
craftsmen in the metal and other trades), and to vary or modify the relevant 
awards or undertakings accordingly. In view of the financial position of 
Government transport services, the Court decided to remove the present 
restriction on State legislatures making reductions in the remuneration of 
employees covered by lederal awards, ete., to meet financial stringency, 
and made the following provision, viz. :— 


“Notwithstanding anything in this award, the Commissioner 
may in or from the rates of pay prescribed herein, make reductions 
or deductions not greater than a statute now or at any time requires 
to be made generally in or from substantially similar rates of pay 
of employees of the State or of State instrumentalities.”” 
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(c) Exemptions. The following industries were exempted from the 
- . . zs : : uld be given to 
operation of the judgment until further consideration co a 
them, i.e., Fruitgrowing ; Printing at Broken Hill; and the a 
in which cost of living adjustments have not applied—Municipal Employees ; 
Bond Stores; Felt Hatters; Maltsters; Marine Stores; and Launceston 
Tramways. 

(iv) Pertodical Adjustments. The fixation and future adjustment of 
the new wage was transferred from the “ D”’ Series of _index-numbers to 
the “C” Series (Food, Groceries, Rent of 4 and 5-roomed Houses, Clothing 
and Miscellaneous Household Expenditure). The greater suitability of the 
latter series for the purpose had been urged on the Court by the various 
parties at different times, and was partly adopted by the Court in May, 
1933, in connexion with the “D”’ Series. The “ A”’ Series will, of course, 
continue to apply to those industries which were not suffering the full 10 per 
cent. reduction at the date of the judgment. Provision was also made that 
no adjustment of wages on account of cost of living would be made unless 
the amount of the change reached at least 2s. per week. The dates of 
adjustment were altered to the first pay period in the months of June, 
September, December and March. 


(v) Basis of New Wage. The new wage adopted by the Court is to a 
large extent founded upon the amount of 84s. per week, declared by the 
New South Wales Board of Trade in August, 1925.* As this amount took 
into consideration the upward tendency of prices, which continued, the 
Commonwealth Court regarded that rate as applicable to the year 1926, 
and taking the fall in prices in Sydney since that date up to the 4th Quarter 
of 1933, as disclosed by the ‘“ All Items” index-numbers (‘‘ C” Series), 
the appropriate rate for Sydney was found to be 67s. per week. This rate 
was then equated to the ““C” Series index-number for Sydney for the 
4th Quarter, 1933, viz., 829, and the proportionate rate for 1,000 (the base 
of the Series) calculated as equal to 81s. per week. From the latter amount 
as base, a table of wages based on this Series was calculated in divisions 
of 18.f per week (e.g., 994—1006=81s. per week), and the value of all other 
index-numbers ascertained from the table. 


(vi) Reasons for Judgment—On the question of the present general 
condition of industry, the Court stated in support of the amounts awarded 
by its judgment :—‘ There has undoubtedly been some improvement in 
the industrial position of the Commonwealth during the last year. The 
price of wool has substantially increased and there is @ rise in some minor 
products, but our other substantial exports, wheat and butter, cannot 
realize payable prices abroad, and the dried and canned fruits export trade is 
meeting with such keen competition that its condition is perilous. The 
government finances of the States are still far from being in a satisfactor 
condition, chiefly because of railway deficits. It is not necessary to dine 
in detail these conditions which are now matters of general public knowledge 
The position may be summed up by saying that there ig now an ince 
of confidence among the community resulting in freer expenditure and some 
increase of investment in industry, but that former Prosperity is far = 
being restored. Unemployment, though decreasing, is stil] ae T t 
to the marketable production of the country, the material sae re > 
Court shows that there was a great fall of about 13-9 per cent, i on 
compared with 1928-29. There was a further fall of Q per cent, te 


* See New South Wales Industrial Gazette, No. 2, Vol. XXVIII, 
+ 18.—=12.345679 points. : *925, Dage 154. 
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following year. This remained about constant during the next twelve months. 
In 1932-33 compared with 1930-31 there has been an increase in production 
per head of population of of about Io per cent. With regard to the national! 
imcome the fall between 1928-29 and 1931-32 exceeded 30 per cent. in 
terms of money. In real value this represented a fall of about 17 per cent. 
For 1932-33 compared with 1928-29 the fall in real value was about 12 
per cent. showing much improvement. The latest available information 
shows an upward trend but the position is still precarious. The building 
industry is becoming busier. In certain cases, too, employers have 
voluntarily conceded some restoration of wage rates. The question the 
Court has to face is whether, putting the signs of recovery against the still 
unsatisfactory aspects of Australian finance and industry, it can hold that 
a change in wage rates such as is asked for will, on the whole, be beneficial 
to all concerned. That it is desirable to settle as far as may be possible the 
general level of real wages for some time to come must be conceded by all. 
People in whom the spirit of enterprise is reviving desire to be able to make 
their plans of expenditure with some certitude. Wage-earners for their 
part are in an analogous position. After giving the most serious consideration 
to the existing and the probable future state of industry in the Commonwealth, 
the Court has decided that the position permits of the fixation of an ordinary 
basic wage of the amounts hereinafter indicated and, subject to that fixation, 
that the xo per cent. reduction shall cease to operate except in some 
industries which are now in a critical condition or in which other special 
circumstances exist justifying the continuance of the Io per cent. reduction. 
They will be specified later. 


“At the present time, we have to estimate, as nearly as we can, what 
level of wages will promote the active exercise of spending power, and at 
the same time avoid chilling the now slightly-rewarmed industrial courage. 
Mr. Ronald Walker, of the Sydney University, whose book Australia in the 
World Depression was referred to during the hearing, while doubtful of the 
efficacy of the wage reductions made in Australia in 1931, at page 207 
expresses the opinion that ‘such wage reductions as were made in 1931 
and especially the reduction of the New South Wales basic wage in August 
have aided the recovery.’ His discussion of the problem suggests that 
when industry is beginning to recover from a depression, an increase in 
the wage level may be dangerous, and that a wage cut then may be 
beneficial although possibly useless if made in the pit of the depression. 


“A wage-regulating tribunal has to be guided by the trend of 
unemployment, of prices of primary and secondary products, and of their 
relationship to each other. Particularly in Australia, which is so largely 
dependent upon its exports of primary products, the necessity of adjusting 
the costs of secondary industries so that their products will come within 
the purchasing capacity of the primary industries must not be forgotten. 
After the most exhaustive examination of all relevant considerations, at 
the best only an inexact estimate can be made of where the wage level should 
be at any particular time—the factors which tend to the desirable equipoise 
of profits, savings, and wages, are so numerous, fluctuating and incalculable. 


“ This Court hastried to determine such a wage level aswill be economically 
sound, for otherwise it will not be sustainable, and at the same time such a 
level as will give to the average family unit a standard of living which is 
the highest the present and likely income during the next few years of the 
Commonwealth can provide. It has been guided by experience of the working 
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s of the investigations 


of its own awards, and has also taken notice of the result j 
idering the 


of State tribunals and boards. Moreover it has, when cons 
severe fall in the income of the Commonwealth since 1929 and the consequent 
necessity of adapting wage levels to that fall, given due recognition to the 
fact that this Court’s practice of adjusting the amount of the basic wage 
to fluctuations in retail prices, has rendered to the community during the 
recent calamitous industrial crisis the very valuable service of making a 
large part of the required adaptation automatically.” 


(vii) The Family Unit—The judgment discusses at some length the 
question of the propriety of identifying a typical family unit with the wage 
adopted. Hitherto the Court had regarded its basic wage as appropriate 
to the requirements of a unit of “ about five persons,” consisting of a man, 
wife, and three dependent children, but in point of actual fact the average 
number of children per adult male is about one, while for married adult 
workers itis 1.8. The Court emphasizes the point of view, however, that the 
deciding factor is what industry in all its primary, secondary, or ancillary 
forms can pay to the average employee, and that irrespective of what family 
units have been laid down for or adopted by Industrial Tribunals, the 
amounts actually paid have been governed by this consideration. The 
Court stated, however, that in view of the absence of clear means of measuring 
the general wage-paying capacity of total industry, the actual wage upon 
which well-situated labourers are at the time maintaining the average family 
unit could justifiably be taken as a criterion of what industry can probably 
pay to all labourers. The Court considered that Mr. Justice Higgins had 
very wisely used this criterion in the 1907 “ Harvester” case, and that 
there was sound economic warranty for the ascertainment of the real family 
unit, and the cost of providmg something like the standard which families 
of well-employed labourers had already reached ; and that if the real family 
unit were departed from, or a standard sought for the likely maintenance 
of which experience gave no reason to hope, then an unrealizable wage 
level may be ordained. It would appear, therefore, that although not 
identifying its wage with a specific family unit, the remarks of the Court 
lead to the conclusion that the wage declared was arrived at partly because 
in its opinion the material before it suggested that the amount would be 
sufficient to meet the requirements of a man, wife, and two children 
representing the average family responsibility of the married adult worker. 


(viii) Rate for Females.—The Court stated that it did not think it 
desirable, at any rate at the present time, to declare any wage as a basic 
wage for females, and continued the proportions in each existing award 
of the minimum wage for females to that for males—generally in the 
vicinity of 52 per cent. of the adult male rate. 


(ix) Minority Judgment.In his minority judgment, Judge Beeb 
expressed the opinion that although the economic position was much bett 
than twelve months ago, recovery was not sufiicient or permanent oh 
to justify the belief that the Commonwealth can get back to pre-de a 
standards ; that 20 per cent. of the population was still ren ae ste: 
the prices offering for our primary products were lower than ‘iy ¥ fae a 
and the difficulties of finding markets for our surpluses had. sieges 4 ee 
prices offering for our base metals are barely sufficient to seco fe 
production ; that we are not entitled to assume that the remarkabl ce 
of wool prices is permanent; that budgetary deficits are still s 
and the floating debt and consequent interest charges steadily 


recovery 
piling up, 
increasing. 
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He stated that the foregoing did not preclude consideration of whether 
and to what extent the Court’s drastic cut in real wages should be 
modified in the light of substantial economic recovery, nor an examination 
made of the results of the Court’s original order. He analysed the distribution 
of the products of industry as disclosed by manufacturing statistics which 
showed that since 1927-28 the proportions going to employers and workers 
had changed from 45.42 and 54.58 to 49.81 and 50.19 in favour of the 
employer, and considered that this decline of 4.39 per cent. in the share 
accruing to the worker called for complete re-examination of the whole 
theory and methods of wage fixation. He considered that wages should 
be related to production. He expressed doubt as to whether the reduction 
of the real wages of a section of the workers materially contributed to the 
partial recovery of last year, and considered that such transfer of spending 
power is not conducive to recovery unless it be part of a planned scheme 
of reorganization which guarantees that the transferred amount is either 
spent immediately on commodities or reinvested in Jabour-employing 
concerns. He reviewed the steps taken in other countries towards economic 
reconstruction to show that the universal trend of economic thought from 
low wage to high wage theories and to shortening working hours should be 
considered by a Court exercising quasi-legislative functions. He considered 
that the rates awarded by the majority judgment were not commensurate 
with the degree of economic recovery, and that the following should be the 
amounts for the towns shown, viz. :— 


AS, oat! casa 
Sydney .. Meal eo) Perth 5: 3 5.0 
Melbourne est mey LO Hobart .. 3 6 0 
Brisbane .. ie 5 LO Launcestion 3753-56 
Adelaide .. eek .O Six Capitals 3 60 


He considered that the ‘“‘ All Items” index-numbers should be used 
for the future adjustment of wages, but the rates recommended were not 
proportionate to the “ All Items’ index-numbers, taking the rate for 
Sydney as base, but were arrived at after consideration of all prevailing 
circumstances, and that with these rates there should be corresponding 
adjustments for provincial towns. In other respects he agreed with the 
majority judgment. 


3. State Basic Wages.—(i) New South Wales.—The first determination under 
the New South Wales Industrial Arbitration Act of a standard “living” 
wage for adult male employees was made on the 16th February, 1914, when 
the Court of Industrial Arbitration fixed the “ living ” wage at £2 8s. per 
week for adult male employees in the metropolitan area. The Court, how- 
ever, indicated to Industrial Boards that in view of the prosperous condition 
of industry they should fix the “‘living ” wage at 8s. 6d. per day. Determi- 
nations of the “living” wage in New South Wales were made by the Court 
of Industrial Arbitration during the period 1914 to 1916. The rates declared 
on the 18th August, 1916, for adult males were £2 15s. 6d. per week for future 
awards, and £2 14s. per week for existing awards. The Board of Trade was 
established in 1918, and was empowered to determine the “living” wage 
for adult male and female employees in the State. The first declaration 
by this body was made on 5th September, 1918, when the rate for adult 
male employees in Sydney and suburbs was declared at £3 per week, while 
the rate for female employees was declared at £1 10s. on 17th December 
1918. The Board of Trade made numerous declarations during the period 
1918 to 1925, but ceased to function after the Industrial Arbitration 
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(Amendment) Act 1926 established the Industrial Commission of New Boyle 
Wales which exercised the powers of the Board of Trade as from 15t v os q 
1926. The Industrial Arbitration (Amendment) Act No. 45, 1927, 2/bet 
the constitution of the Industrial Commission from a single Commissioner 
to one consisting of three members. 


The first declaration of the Commission was made on 15th December, 
1926, when the rate for adult males was fixed at £4 4s. per week, the same 
rate as previously declared by the Board of Trade. On the 27th June 1927, 
the rate for adult males (except rural employees) was declared at £4 53. per 
week, and for adult females at £2 6s. per week. The weekly rate for adult 
rural employees was declared on the 20th July 1927, at £4 4s., and this wage 
remained in force until December, 1929. Under the provisions of Industrial 
Arbitration (Amendment) Act No. 41 of 1929, any declaration of a “ living ”’ 
wage made after the commencement of the amended Act did not extend 
to employees in rural industries. The next declaration of the Commission 
was issued on the 20th December, 1929, when the rate for adult male workers 
was fixed at £4 2s. 6d. per week, and for adult female workers at £2 4s. 6d. 
per week, The adult male rate was determined on the family unit of a man, 
wife and one child. The President dissented from the other two 
Commissioners and presented a separate judgment. These pronouncements 
are published in the New South Wales Industrial Gazette, Vol. XXXVI, 
No. 6, and deal exhaustively with matters relating to basic wages. The 
“living ” wage determined by the Industrial Commission in 1929 remained 
in operation until the 26th August 1932, when a “ living” wage was declared 
for adult male workers at £3 Ios. per week, and for adult female workers 
at £x 18s. per week. The wage was altered as from the Ist May, 1933, 
to £3 8s. 6d. for adult males and £1 17s. for adult females, and from Ist May, 
1934, to £3 7s. 6d. and £1 17s. 6d. respectively. 


The principle of supplementing wages by a payment in respect of 
dependent children under fourteen years of age is operative in New South 
Wales, and a resumé of the main features of the system appears in Section 5 
of this article. 


(ii) Vactoria.—Up to October, 1934, there was no basic wage fixed by 
any State authority in Victoria, but the Wages Boards followed the rates 
of the Federal Court to a large extent, and also made similar periodical 
adjustments to cost of living variations. With the passing of The Factories 
and Shops Act, No. 4,275 of 1934 (proclaimed to come into operation on 17th 
October, 1934) it is now obligatory on all Wages Boards to adopt Federal 
Award rates where applicable in all Determinations made. The Act further 
provides for the Secretary for Labour making adjustments of wages accord- 
ing to cost of living index-numbers without calling the Boards together for 
the purpose. 


(iii) Queensland.—The Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act (No. 
28) of 1929, repealed the Industrial Arbitration Act 1916, and amendments 
thereof, and the Basic Wage Act of 1925. The Board of Trade and Arbitration 
was abolished, and a Court, called the Industrial Court, was established. 
The Act provides that it shall be the duty of the Court to make declara- 
tions as to—(a) the “‘ basic ” wage, and (6) the maximum weekly hours to be 
et in ey Semmes Ho standard’ hours). For the purposes of 
making any such declarations the Court shall be i 
and the ee Conciliation Commissioners. if  igieaee by the aaa 
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The main provisions to be observed by the Court when determining the 
“basic”? wage are—(a) the minimum wage of an adult male employee 
shall be not less than is sufficient to maintain a well-conducted employee 
of average health, strength and competence, and his wife and a family of 
three children in a fair and average standard of comfort, having regard to 
the conditions of living prevailing among employees in the calling in respect 
of which such minimum wage is fixed, and provided that the earnings of the 
children or wife of such employee shall not be taken into account ; (b) the 
minimum wage of an adult female employee shall be not less than is 
sufficient to enable her to support herself in a fair and average standard 
of comfort, having regard to the nature of her duties and to the conditions 
of living prevailing among female employees in the calling in respect of which 
such minimum wage is fixed. The Court shall, in the matter of making 
declarations in regard to the “basic” wage or “standard ” hours, take into 
consideration the probable economic effect of such declaration in relation 
to the community in general, and the probable economic effect thereof upon 
industry or any indusiry or industries concerned. 


The first formal declaration by the Industrial Arbitration Court in this 
State of a minimum wage was gazetted on 24th February 1921, when the 
basic rates of wage in industries of average prosperity were determined to 
be—in Brisbane and Rockhampton, £4 5s. per week for adult males, and 
£2 3s. per week for adult females; in Townsville, £4 15s. for adult males, 
and £2 8s. for adult females. Prior to this declaration the rate of £3 17s. 
per week for adult males had been generally recognized by the Court in its 
awards as the “basic” or “living” wage. The basic rates for Brisbane were 
reduced by the Court as from 1st March 1922, to £4 per week for adult males, 
and £2 1s. per week for adult females. On 28th September, 1925, these rates 
were increased to £4 5s. per week and £2 3s. per week respectively. Two 
reductions in the ‘‘ basic” wage were made in 1930. On the Ist August the 
rate for adult male employees was reduced to £4 per week, and on the Ist 
December to £3 17s. The rates for adult females at these dates were fixed 
at £2 1s. and £1 19s. 6d. per week respectively. A further reduction of the 
basic rates was gazetted in 1931, the rates fixed as from the 1st July, 1931, 
being £3 14s. for adult males and £1 19s. for adult females. The 
last revision of the basic wage was made by the Industrial Court 
in February, 1933, when it was decided to make no alteration in the rates 
fixed as from Ist July, 1931, viz. :—74s. per week for adult male employees, 
and 39s. per week for adult female employees. The Court was unanimous 
in making no change at present after fully traversing the three main factors 
by which the Court has been guided since the basic wage was first fixed in 
1921, ie., Interstate Competition; Productivity; Unemployment. As 
regards the first, if the New South Wales basic wage inclusive of child endow- 
ment be taken as £3 118. 6d., the reduction to that amount would be only 
2s. 6d. per week, whereas the Court has never made a reduction of under 
38. per week. As regards the second (Productivity), the percentage drop 
between 1928-29 and 1930-31 is less than that of wages, and as figures for 
1931-32 are not available, there is no evidence that the drop in values has 
since overtaken or exceeds the drop in wages. As regards Unemployment, 
it would appear that Queensland’s position is by far the best in Australia, 
and notwithstanding sweeping reductions in wages in other States, the 
Court would hesitate to say that a reduction of the basic wage would increase 
employment. As regards the cost of living check, the Court expressed 
doubt as to whether the reductions shown by the index numbers of the 


82 THE Basic Wace snp CHitp ENDOWMENT IN AUSTRALI4- 


Commonwealth Bureau were entirely conclusive, in view of the fey 
regimen made in 1932. These rates were in operation at the en fei ‘he 
1934. The declarations of the Industria] Court and the opimiom 
members are published in the Queensland Industrial Gazette. 

(iv) South Australia.—The Industrial Code 1920, provides that the 
Board of Industry shall, after public inquiry as to the increase OF decrease 
in the average cost of living, declare the “ living ” wage to be pala to adult 
male employees and to adult female employees. The Board has power 
also to fix different rates to be paid in different defined areas. 


It is provided that the Board of Industry shall hold an inquiry for the 
purpose of declaring the “living” wage wherever a substantial change in the 
cost of living or any other circumstance has, in the opinion of the Board, 
rendered it just and expedient to review the question of the “living” wage, 
but a new determination cannot be made by the Board until the expiration 
of at least six months from the date of its previous determination. 


The Board of Industry consists of five members, one nominated by the 
Minister for Industry, two nominated by the South Australian Employers’ 
Federation as representatives of employers, and two nominated by the 
United Trades and Labour Council of South Australia as representatives of 
employees. The member nominated by the Minister is President and 
presides at all meetings of the Board. 


According to the Industrial Acts 1920-1925, “living wage” means a sum 
sufficient for the normal and reasonable needs of the average employee 
living in the locality where the work under consideration is done or is to be 
done, 


The family unit is not specifically defined in the Code, but it is stated 
that the South Australian Industrial Court in 1920 definitely decided that the 
“average employee” in respect of whom the “living” wage is to be declared 
is 2 man with a wife and three children. 


The first declaration of the “living” wage was made by the Board of 
Industry on the 15th July, 1921, when the “ living” wage for adult male 
employees in the metropolitan area was determined at £3 19s. 6d. per week. 
The “ living ” wage for adult female employees in the same area was declared 
on the 11th August, 1921, at £1 15s. per week. 


The Board of Industry made declarations of “living” wages in 1922, 
1923, 1924 and 1925. The rates declared in 1925 were—£4 5s. 6d. per week 
for adult male employees, and £1 19s. 6d. for adult female employees, 
These rates were not altered until the year 1930. 


On the 11th October, 1930, the Board of Industry declared the “ living ” 
wage for adult male employees in the metropolitan area at 12s. 6d. per day, 
or £3 15s. per week, and on the 22nd December, 1930, the rate for adult 
female employees was declared at £1 15s. per week. The above rates are 
those determined by the majority of the Board of Industry. In each case a 
minority report was issued. The reports of the Board of Industry bearing 
on these declarations were published in Bulletin No. 8 issued by the 
Department of Industry, South Australia. The Board of Industry, on the 
17th August, 1931, declared the basic rate for adult male workers at £3 38. 
per week, and, on the 4th December, 1931, declared the rate for adult female 
workers at £1 11s. 6d. per week. A review of the “ living” wage was made 
by the Board of Industry in 1933 at the instance of the emplove 
but in its report dated r2th April, the Board recommended peat a 
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change be made in existing rates for the metropolitan area, fixed 
on 17th August, 1931, viz., for adult males ros. 6d. per day or 
£3 3s. per week, and for females £1 11s. 6d. per week. A minority 
report was submitted by the representatives of the Employers on the Board 
objecting to the finding, chiefly on the grounds that decreased cost of living 
had been disregarded ; that the economic outlook had not definitely improved ; 
and that the effect of the finding would be to raise the standard of living 
to what the Board thought appropriate in 1930 and 1931, and superior to 
that prescribed by the Board in the prosperous year of 1925. These 
declarations were published in Bulletin, No. Io, issued by the Department 
of Industry, and the rates specified were still in force at the 30th June, 1934. 


(v) Western Australia—The Court of Arbitration, appointed under the 
provisions of the Industrial Arbitration Act 1912-1930, determines and 
declares the “basic” wage in this State. The Court consists of three 
members appointed by the Governor, one on the recommendation of the 
industrial unions of employers, one on the recommendation of the industrial 
unions of employees, while the third member is a Judge of the Supreme 
Court. The last mentioned member is the President of the Court. 


The Industrial Arbitration Act 1912-1925 provided that, before the 
14th June in every year, the Court, of its own motion, shall determine and 
declare—(a) a “ basic ” wage operating from the 1st July of each year, to be 
paid to male and female workers ; and (b) wherever and whenever necessary, 
differential basic rates to be paid in special or defined areas of the State. 


The expression “basic”? wage means a sum sufficient to enable the 
average worker to whom it applies to live in reasonable comfort, having 
regard to any domestic obligation to which such average worker would be 
ordinarily subject. The family unit is not specifically defined in the Act, 
but it has been the practice of the Court to take as a basis of its caleulations— 
a man, his wife and two dependent children. 


Provision is made inthe Industrial Arbitration (Amendment) Act of 1930 
for quarterly adjustments of the “ basic”’ wage by the Court of Arbitration 
when the official statement supplied to the Court by the State Government 
Statistician relating to the cost of living shows that a variation of 18. or 
more per week has occurred, compared with the preceding quarter. These 
adjustments apply from the dates of declaration by the Court. 


The first declaration of the “‘ basic’ wage by the Court of Arbitration since 
the authority to fix same was vested in the Court by the Industrial Arbitration 
Act of 1925 was made on the 11th June, 1926, when the rate for adult male 
employees was determined at £4 5s. per week, and for adult female employees 
at £2 5s. 11d. per week. These rates remained in force until the declaration 
of the 5th June, 1929, when the rate for adult males was increased to £4 7s. 
per week, and for adult females to £2 7s. per week. These rates 
applied to the State with the exception of the gold-fields area where the 
rates were £4 5s. for adult male employees, and £2 5s. 11d. for adult female 
employees. The Court of Arbitration on the roth June, 1930, revised the 
basic rates and fixed the rates as from 1st July, 1930, at £4 6s. per week for 
adult males and £2 6s. 5d. for adult females in the Metropolitan area, and at 
£4 5s. and £2 5s. 11d. respectively in other parts of the State. On 3rd March, 
1931, these rates were reduced to £3 18s. and £2 2s. 2d. in the Metropolitan 
area, and £3 17s. and £2 1s. 8d. in other parts of the State. A declaration 
on the roth June continued the basic rates previously declared. On the 
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18th August the Court issued a declaration determining the “ basic wae te 
the agricultural area, that is for the South-West Land Division, ie as 
the Metropolitan area, at £3 16s. per week for adult males, and a Fie 
per week for adult females. The rates for the Metropolitan area an 
other parts of the State were not changed. 


A declaration on the 5th November, 1931, adjusted the rates as follow in 
Metropolitan area—adult males, £3 13s. 6d. per week; adult fema 6a 
£x 19s. 8d. per week; South West Land Division—adult males, £3 T4s. h . 
per week ; adult females, £2 os. 3d. per week. The “‘ basic ” wage In of < 
parts of the State remained as previously declared, viz. :—£3 178. per wee 
for adult males, and £2 1s. 8d. per week for adult females. 


On the 2gth February, 1932, the Court declared the basic rates for the 
Metropolitan area at £3 12s. per week for adult males, and at £1 18s. 11d, 
per week for adult females. For all other portions of the State the “ basic 
wage remained at the rates previously declared These rates were reduced 
to £3 10s. and £1 18s. 1d. on the 2nd November, 1932; to £3 gs. and 
£1 178. 3d. on the 28th February, 1933 ; and to £3 8s. and £1 16s. gd. on 
the 13th June, 1933. On the 3rd August the rates were increased to £3 gs. 3d. 
and £1 17s. 5d. respectively, representing the first increase in the basic wage 
in the State since Ist July, 1929. These rates were repeated by the Court’s 
declaration of Ist May, 1934, and as from Ist August, 1934, the rates were 
raised to £3 11s. for males, and £1 18s. 4d. for females. 


The rates for country areas from Ist July, 1934, are set out in the 
footnote to the table in the next paragraph. 


(vi) Tasmania.—There is no State basic wage fixed’ by any State 
authority in Tasmania, but Wages Boards follow, to a large extent, the 
rates of the Federal Court. 


(vii) Rates Prescribed—The “basic” wage rates of State industrial 
tribunals are shown in the following table :— 


Basic Weekly Wage Rates fixed by State Industrial Tribunals. 
“ Basic’’ Wage. 





Date of Family Unit 
Operation. (for Male Rate). 





Btate. 
Males, Females. 


£ ad. £ 4. d. 
New South Wales (a)3 a 6 116 6] 1.5.34 | Man, wife, and child 
a (5) (6) b 





Victoria .. 


(0) (6) 
Queensland a 314 0 I Ig ©0| 1.7.31 | Man, wife, and three children 
South Australia .. | (c)3 3 0 |(d)r 11 6 + es os Pr 
Western Australia.. | (e)3 11 0 KuXS) “4 68. sal = two Fes 
Tasmania a (b) (6) (6) (6) 


@ Plus child allowances. 
b) None declared, but follow Federal rates to large extent. 

(c) Judgment dated 17th August, 1931. 

o a ees dated 4th pees 1931. 

e) Metropolitan area. “‘ Basic’ wage for country districts (Including gold-flelds areas), ¢ 
aw Land Division—males, £4 28. od.; females, £2 48. 3d. MasieuiGieal Areas aa ing ae 
Division—males, £3 118. 6d.; females, £1 18s. 7d. All rates subject to deductions of 18 to 224 per cent. 
under Financial Emergency Act upon application of employers, according to salary received. 4 


4. Royal Commission on Basic Wage, 1920.—The Commonwealth 
Government appointed a Royal Commission in 1919 to inquire into the 
actual cost of living at that time, according to reasonable standards of comfort 
including ali mattera comprised in the ordinary expenditure of a household 
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for a man, wife and three children under fourteen years of age. The Com- 
mission made inquiries in each State, and their report, issued in 1920, recom- 
mended the following amounts for the various capital cities, viz. :— 


at ar 
Sydney .. A e 5177 1 
Melbourne sé Be # 516 6 
Brisbane .. <a 5 Se 5 6 2 
Adelaide .. M3 Sis i. 516 I 
Perth AE se Se ae 5 13 11 
Hobart .. Ae Be se 5 16 II 
Six Capitals (Weighted Average) a 515 8 


The recommendations of this Commission were not given effect to owing 
to the marked advance of the amounts suggested over ruling rates* and the 
gtave doubts expressed as to the ability of industry to pay such rates. 


5. Child Endowment.—(i) General—The principle of supplementing 
wages by a payment in respect of dependent children under fourteen years 
of age became promiment in Australia in recent years, and is in operation 
in certain instances. 


(ii) The New South Wales Scheme.—The first attempt in Australia to 
institute the system was made in New South Wales in 1919, when a Bill was 
introduced into the State Parliament to provide a flat basic wage fora man 
and wife, and an allowance of 5s. per week for each child, the latter rate to 
be reduced on a sliding scale and to cease when the income reached an 
amount of £3 per week above the basic wage. The Bill was rejected, but 
the subject again came up in the session of 1926-27, when Acts, which have 
been amended during subsequent years, providing for the payment of 
child allowances were enacted. Prior to December, 1929, the Act provided 
for (a) the declaration of a basic wage, and (b) the payment of an allowance 
of 58. per week in respect of each dependent child, subject to the provision 
that child allowances were to be paid only to the extent by which the total 
earnings of the worker and his family fell short of the sum represented by 
the basic wage plus child allowance at the rate of 5s. per week for each child. 
The amending Act, assented to on the 23rd December, 1929, provides that, 
subject to the last-mentioned provision, child endowment shall be 5s. per 
week for each child except one in the family. Payments of child allowances 
in New South Wales were made from a fund created by a levy on the total 
amount of wages paid by employers. The rate of tax to be collected by the 
Government from employers during 1930 was fixed at I per cent. From 
the 1st July, 1931, the rate was fixed at 2 per cent., and from Ist January, 
1932, at the rate of 5d. in the £ on all wages above £3 per week. The amount 
of levy collected during 1932-33 was £2,409,034, and £2,105,659 was paid 
away in allowances to 63,072 families. The levy was discontinued as from 
Ist January, 1934, the cost of endowment being met from Consolidated 
Revenue. 


Neen eee eee eee eee eee 
® The “ Harvester’ equivalent for Melbourne as at the time (September quarter, 1920) was &4 gp. 
per week, but only £3 185. to S4 28. was being paid on the basis of au annual index number, 
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(iii) Commonwealth Public Service——The first payment of child un 
ment allowances in Australia was in connexion with the teat i 
Public Service and was made from Ist November, 192° ee : 
Commonwealth Government decided to pay allowances to OMICeTS @ t 
the rate of 5s. per week for each dependent child under fourteen years 0 
age, with a limit of £400 per annum by way of salary plus allowance. As 
the result of proceedings before the Public Service Arbitrator 10 1923, this 
allowance was confirmed as a permanent payment to officers, and the 
necessary fund to meet it was created by deducting the average value of 
the payment from the basic wage of all adult officers, so that the officers 
are themselves providing the fund from which the allowance is paid. The 
deduction was originally £x1 per annum, but is now £12. The payment of 
the allowance in the Service is now limited to officers receiving from salary 
and allowance an amount not greater than £500 per annum. Further details 
regarding the introduction and method of calculating the payments will be 
found in Labour Report No. 17, and later Reports. 


CHAPTER I1l.—EMPLOYMENT. 
§ 1. Industrial Disputes. 


1. General.—tThe collection of information regarding industrial disputes 
(strikes and lockouts) in Australia was initiated by this Bureau at the 
beginning of the year 1913, and particulars relating thereto, for the first 
complete year, were published in Labour Report No. 5, Section XI. An 
examination of official reports, newspapers, and other publications showed, 
however, that there was insufficient material for the compilation of complete 
information for years prior to I9I3. 


Annual figures for years since I9g13 are contained in Labour Reports 
7 os. 6 to 23 while particulars for the year 1933 are furnished in the present 
eport. 


2. Industrial Disputes in Industrial Groups, 1933.—The following table 
deals with industrial disputes involving stoppage of work during the year 
1933 in industrial groups. A list of the 14 groups included in the classification 
will be found in the preface. 


The number of industrial disputes recorded during 1933 was as com- 
pared with 127 during the previous year. In New South W ales eth ainpaed 
occurred, 42 of which involved workpeople engaged in the coal-minin 
industry. Working days lost during 1933 amounted to IIzr,956 for all 
disputes in Australia, as compared with 212,318 working days duri 
1932. The estimated loss of wages was £95,048 in 1933, 28 com aaah 
£165,582 for the year 1932. par 








































































































Lypvsraian Disrutss. 87 
Industrial Disputes in Industrial Groups, 1933. 
| 
Workpeople Involved. 
ar ed | Esti 
_| lish- Workin , 
Olass. Industrial Group. Sem ments : | Days = ese 
; D- n- Lost. 
volved, |DiertIY- atrectly. | Total. | Wages. 
New South Wales— £ 
It. | Engineering, metal works, etc. I I 150 150 450 375 
IIL. | Food, drink, ete. .. 40 3 85 1,685 1,685 1,485 I,0c0 
VI. | Other manufacturing 3 ro 1,120 40 I,160 | 15,501 | IY,392 
VII. | f(a) Coal-mining .. _ .. 42 42 | 9,388 | 1,568 | 10,956 | 27,438 | 27,793 
\(b) Other mining, quarries, etc. 2 2 908 55 963 7,913 7,958 
XIV. | Miscellaneous 56 ne 3 3 155 Ar 155 317 243 
Total 54 143 | 13,406 1,663 | 15,069 | 53,104 | 48,760 
Victerla— 
I. | Wood, sawmill, timber, ete. .. 5 re 60 60 120 104 
II. | Engineering, metal works, etc. I I 196 An 196 980 845 
III. | Food, drink, etc. .. I 17 795 162 957 | 10,456 7,581 
TV. | Clothing, hats, boots, etc. I x 133 132 265 265 100 
VIII, | Coal-mining oe 5 5 5,150 : §,150 | 14,050 | 11,300 
XIV. | Miscellaneous 3 S 822 822 | 822 486 
Total 12 28 7,156 294 7,450 | 26,693 | 20,416 
Queensiand— 
IT, | Engineering, metal works, etc. x I 48 ; 48 48 34 
IIl, | Food, drink, etc. .. 5 Zz 2 820 Q 820 I,200 1,130 
Vill. Coalemining ae: we I x 7 50 7X 7I 74 
Other mining, quarries, ete... 2 2 1,269 873 2,142 9,972 75295 
XII. | Pastoral, agricultural, etc. : I I 180 RS 180 180 163 
XIV. | Miscellaneous 4 rey | 248 Ir 259 2,405 1,38r 
Total II Ir 2,636 884 3,520 | 13,876 | 10,077 
South Australla— £ 
1X. | Railway and Tramway services I I 50 50 100 90 
Western Australia— 
Il, | Engineering, metal works, etc. 2 2 19 I 20 1,120 847 
VIII (a) Coal-mining .. ae 3 3 1,169 40 1,209 5,769 4,710 
: (b) Other mining, quarries, ete. 2 2 2,080 230 2,310 9,100 8,430 
XIV. | Miscellaneous we ee 3 3 376 5 381 907 543 
Total bie) Io 3,644 276 3,920 | 16,896 | 14,530 
Tasmanta— 
VIII. | Coa)-mining I I 75 75 1,200 1,050 
Northern Territory— 
XIV. | Miscellaneous ae z bd aI 8 29 87 125 
Australia— 
I. | Wood, sawmill, timber, etc. .. I I 60 he 60 120 104 
IJ. | Engineering, metal works, etc. 5 5 413 I 414 2,598 2,101 
UJ. | Food, drink, ete., manufac- 
turing and distribution c 6 104 3,300 162 3,462 | 13,141 9,711 
IV. | Clothing, hats, boots, etc. .. I I 133 132 265 265 100 
VI. | Other manufacturing = 3 10 1,120 40 1,160 | 15,501 | 11,391 
vir (a) Coal-mining rs ee 52 52 15,853 1,608 | 17,461 | 48,528 | 44,927 
0 (b) Other mining, quarries, etc. 6 6 4,257 1,158 5,415 26,985 | 23,683 
IX. | Railway and Tramway services I I 50 50 50 100 90 
XII. | Pastoral, agricultural, etc. I I 180 180 180 163 
XIV. | Miscellaneous os 14 14 1,622 24 1,646 4,538 2,778 
Total—Australia go 195 | 26,988 3,125 | 30,113 | 111,956 | 95,048 





3. Particulars of Principal Disputes in 1938.—(i) General_—The 
preceding tables show the number and effect of all disputes for the year 1933 
classified according to Industrial Groups. The figures show large decreases 
compared with those of the previous year as regards number of working days 


and amount of wages lost. 


The number of disputes is the lowest recorded 
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for any year during the period covered by the investigation. The tables 
show that of the total number of disputes (go) which occurred 12 1933, 
no less than 52 were in connexion with the coal mining industry, and of 
these, 42 occurred in New South Wales, The total loss in wages through all 
disputes in Australia was £95,048. The loss through 42 disputes in the 
coal-mining industry in New South Wales was £27,793, or 29 per cent. of 
the total] loss in wages for Australia. 


(ii) Details regarding Principal Disputes—There were no disputes of 
outstanding magnitude in 1933. 


The losses in working days for all dispates for the year amounted to 
I11.956, the lowest figure recorded for any year since the matter has been a 
subject of investigation. Previous to 1933 the lowest figure was recorded 
in 1932 when the number of working days lost was 212,318. Brief particulars 
of the disputes mainly responsible for losses in working days and wages in 
1933 are given below :— 


New South Wales.—A demand for the immediate restoration of the Io 
per cent. “ cut” was the reason given fora stoppage of work in September, 
1933. Several firms engaged in the wool and basil industry were involved 
and after a stoppage of about three weeks, the members of the unions 
concerned were instructed by their executives to return to work pending a 
a compulsory conference ordered by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation 
and Arbitration. 


A dispute involving persons engaged in metalliferous mining occurred 
at Broken Hill in October, 1933. The employees demanded increased 
rates for breaking and filling ore underground. Negotiations between the 
parties concerned resulted in a resumption of work on the old conditions 
after a stoppage of about two weeks. 


Victoria.—Operations in the meat export industry were held up by a 
dispute which occurred in Victoria in September, 1933. Several firms in 
various parts of the State were involved, the cause of the trouble being the 
inability of the employees to agree to certain clauses in a new agreement 
between employers and employees which was being drafted. 


The principal matters in dispute were the “institution of the ‘team’ 
system of killing ”’, and “ a reduction of approximately to per cent. in wages ””. 
Negotiations between the parties having failed to effect an amicable 
settlement of the dispute, the employers decided to employ non-union 
labour ; and operations were resumed under these conditions, a number of 
unionists being ultimately re-engaged. 


A dispute involving coal-miners occurred at the State coal mine 
Wonthaggi, in December, 1933, owing to the objection of the miners ss 
certain working conditions. Negotiations between the management and 
representatives of the miners resulted in work being resumed after a few 
days’ stoppage. 


Queensland.—A demand that two men who had been suspended for 
an infringement of the rules should be reinstated caused a stoppage of 
metalliferous mining operations at Mount Isa in October, 1933. 
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Negotiations having failed to effect a settlement, the operations of the 
company concerned were suspended indefinitely. 


Western Australia.—Alleged misinterpretations of clauses of an award 
caused a stoppage of work at the Lake View and Star Gold Mine, Boulder, 
in September, 1933. Negotiations between employers and employees 
resulted in a general agreement on all points, and work was resumed after a 
stoppage of about one week. 


Operations at two collieries in the Collie district were suspended for 
several days in September, 1933, owing to a dispute. The cause of the 
stoppage was a demand by the employees for increased pay for “ dip work ”. 
The dispute was referred to the Board of Reference constituted under the 
Coal Mining Award, with the result that an extra payment of sixpence per 
ton was granted on coal won from developmental headings worked to the 
. dip of the seam. 


4. Industrial Disputes, 1929 to 1933.—(i) Australia—The following 
table shows in industrial groups the number of industrial disputes, the 
number of workpeople involved, the losses in working days and wages for 
each of the years 1929 to 1933, and the aggregate for the whole period :— 


Industrial Disputes—Australia. 


Mining. (Group VIII.) 


Manu- Transport, Miscel- 
facturing. | Building. | | «Land and | Ianeous. ALL 
Year. (Groups I, | (Group Sea.(Groups|(Groups XII} Groups. 
to VI.) Vil.) Coal- Other |IX.toXI.)| to XIV.) 


Mining. Mining. 



































169,439 | 18,898 | . 6,642 | 13,533 | 259,523 


NuMBER. 
| | | 
1929 lists 29 | 8 193 | 11 9 | 9 259 
1930 oe 27 | ae 126 | 4 | Si 21 183 
1931 “ 15 4 79 | 8 | 10 | 18 134 
1932 RE 20 4 vp | 8 | 5 13 127 
1933 ae 16 52 | 6 | x | 15 90 
1929-33 -- 107 16 527 37 53) 76 793 
WorkrrorLe INVOLVED. 
| 8 8 86 6 | 104,604 
1929—li«ww |S 25364 732 | 68,751 015 | «1,2 45 4s 
ae a 6,034 ate | 40,336 851 | 2,610 4,391 54,222 
1931 on 5,005 159 | 23,351 2,015 | 2,515 4,622 37,067 
1932 oe 8,230 120 | 19,540 2,602 | 181 2,238 32,917 
1933 ate 5,301 a 17,461 5.415 | 50 1,826 30,113 
| | 


1929-33 .. | 50,000 1,011 
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Industrial Disputes—Australia —continued. 
Pe ree ene. ce are Ce eee heey eT 


ree Mining. (Group VIII.) creansport, Miscel- ea 
facturing. | Building. Land and | Janeous. Aer 
isa (Groups I.| (@ Ly Sea (Groups (GroupsXt . . 
to VI.) vil. Coal- Other |IX.to XI.)| to XIV. 
Mining. Mining. 
ee ee Le 








Worzire Days Lost. 
Rete Sk oh ele, set Seen ae 


8 | 4,461,478 
1929 —s...._ 11,896,091 56 |2,496,028 | 31,748 | 3%237 227 
1930. ee ai 1,328,142 3798 | 46,427 | 555042 | T5T1247 








1931 as 29,032 ‘1,006 | 124,089 | 36,012 | 19,861 35,991 ee 
1932 Beale 50,002 3,561 | 131,154 | 21,402 1,038 ©1472 | 2t2s3 6 
1933 Seal eg 1025 ; 48,528 | 26,985 | we) 4718 | 21:95 





1929-33 .. |2,084,672 | 


ete te i A Ne a EEE Se eee 





7,023 |4,127,941 | 119,945 | 97,663 | 105,740 [6,542,984 


Estmarep Loss mv Waces. 








F | 
£ £ Does £ 

1929 .- |31,680,629 5,060 |2,810,623 | 36,468 33,971 | 
1930 SE 73,126 


aie : 
2,554 | 41569,305 
1,398,706 511% 48,304 | 67,095 | 1,592,342 


1933 a 23,407 





1931 A 28,694 “gor 126,535 29,249 | 13,553 | 28,799 227,731 
1932, ws | 24,051 1,434 | 115,407 | 19,691 720 4,279 | 165,582 
as 44,927 | 23,683 | go 2,941 95,048 





1929-33 .. |1,829,907 7,395 |4.496,198 | 114,202 96,638 | 105,668 | 6,650,008 
i i 














Satisfactory comparisons of the frequency of industrial disputes in classi- 
fied industries can be made only after omitting those which are recorded for 
coal-mining (Group VIII). For the year 1933 these disputes represented 
58 per cent. of the total for the year, as compared with 61 per cent. in 1932. 


During the past five years, working days lost through dislocations of work, 
involving employees in coal-mining numbered 4,127,941, representing 63 
per cent. of the total loss of working days for the period. The majority of 
these disputes occurred in New South Wales. In making comparisons 
regarding the number and magnitude of disputes in this particular class, 
it should be noted that the number of workers engaged in the coal-mining 


indastry is very much larger in New South Wales than in any of the other 
States. 


A serious dispute, involving timber workers in the States of New South 
Wales and Victoria, was responsible for the higher figures relating to working 
days and wages lost in the Manufacturing Group during the year 1920. 
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(ii) States.—The number of industrial disputes in each State during the 


years 1929 to 1933, together with the workpeople involved, the working days 
lost, and the estimated loss in wages are given hereunder. 


industrial Disputes. 





Workpeople Involved. 
Establish- Working |Estimated 
State or Territory. Year. | Number.} ments Days Lose in 


Involved. Directly. diets, Total. Lost. Wages. 










































































£ 
1929 231 513 | 75,197 | 4,152 | 79,349 13,346,038 |3,421,412 
1930 156 384 46,418 2,151 | 48,569 |1,443,365 }1,516,296 
Now South Wales... 1931 87 131 21,002 1,801 | 22,803 | 136,037 | 133,068 
1932 92 99 17,813 2,156 | 19,969 63,425 64,420 
1933 54 143 13,406 1,663 | 15,069 53,104. 48,760 
1929 Ir 320 8,893 12,719 21,612 |1,296,676 |1,%30,565 
; 1930 5 5 385 23 408 7,744 7,228 
Victoria =. oe 1931 10 92 4,022 621 4,643 27,862 24,884 
1932 12 37 6,475 110 6,585 99,638 65,599 
1933 12 28 75156 294 7,450 26,693 20,416 
1929 4 23 1,691 8} 1,699 3,443 3,379 
1930 10 31 1,561 70 1,631 9,882 11,049 
Queensland. . Aa 1931 15 358 5,079 642 5,721 51,096 47415 
1932 Io 210 1,065 1,156 2,257 21,166 18,542 
1933 It Tr 2,636 884 3,520 13,876 10,077 
1929 2 2% §32 40 572 9,040 71930 
1930 7 246 2,870 6 2,876 22,778 22,987 
South Australia 6 1931 5 5 160 6 166 655 582 
1932 2 3 109 4 113 970 664 
1933 I I 50 os 50 100 go 
1929 4 8 27 50 877 2,672 2,772 
1930 2 26 468 ane 468 27,072 34,378 
Western Australia 1931 13 26 | 3,878 50 3,928 24,022 15,829 
1932 8 16 2,531 162 2,693 11,203 9,538 
1933 Pie) Io 3,044 276 3,920 16,896 14,530 
1929 6 40 33 X42 475 3,409 3,068 
1930 3 3 270 +. 270 400 | 394 
Tasmania .. ve 1931 2 2 155 6 161 5,499 5,278 
1932 2 4 1,163 res 1,163 15,562 6,516 
1933 x I 75 AG 75 1,200 1,050 
1929 5G a0 
1930 an ant ad ie aie An Ao 
Northern Territory .. 1931 2 2 245 Po 245 gro 675 
1932 Xr 3 177 aA 177 354 304 
1933 I I 2X 8 29 87 125 
1929 x I 20 es 20 200 200 
1930 : 
Fed. Cap. Territory .. 1931 aie a 
1932 ac a5 
1933 
1929 259 926 87,493 | 17,211 | 104,604 j4402,478 4,569,305 
1930 183 695 51,972 2,250 4 }£,511%,24% (1,592,342 
Australia .. o 1931 134 616 34,541 3,126 245,992 | 227,732 
1932 127 372 29,329 3,588 212,318 165,592 
1933 go 195 26,988 3,125 IX1,956 95,043 











5. Duration of Industrial Disputes.—{i) General—The duration of each 
industrial dispute involving a loss of work, i.e., the time between the cessation 
and resumption of work, has been calculated in working days, exclusive of 
Sundays and holidays, except where the establishment involved carries on @ 
continuous process (e.g., Metal Smelting and Cement Manufacture). The 
following limitations of time have been adopted :—(a) One day or less; (6) 
two days and more than one day ; (c) three days and more than two days ; 
(d) over three days and under six days (the latter considered as constituting 
one week) ; (e) one week and under two weeks ; (f) two weeks and under four 
weeks ; (g) four weeks and under eight weeks ; and (h) eight weeks and over. 
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Industrial Disputes - Working Days Los! 
in 


Various Industrial Croups 
45% 100,000 é [7] manufactaring and Building 
o ZY 
ls Soe E a 


BH - - = 


















mel 
rit 


i? 1918 











8 1929 1930 








1931 1882 1933 


EXPLANATION.—The scale refers to working days lost in hun 
the year 1917, and comparing the shaded and Blank sections wy thee vill 
that about 870,000 working days were lost in Manufacturing and Building 
Mining, over 2.300,000 in Transport, and about 150,000 in other industries 


Thus, taking 
be observed 
ng, Over 1,300,000 in 
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. (ii) Australia—z929 to 1933.—Particulars of industrial disputes, according 
to limits of duration, for Australia for the years 1929 to 1933 are given in 
the table appended :— 


Duration of Industrial Disputes—Australia. 





Workpeople Involved. 

















Num- Working | Estimated 
Limite of Duration. Year. Bee Days Potala 
Lost. Wages. 
In- 
Directly. directly. Total. 
£ 
1929 | 127 41,299 828 42,127 47.869 55.514 
1930 &r 21,031 335 21,366 20,907 22,975 
1 day and lezen SO ae 1931 45 12,776 1,234 14,010 13,810 14.79! 
1932 48 11,516 708 12,224 12,149 13,643 
1933 43 10,465 1,202 11,667 11,467 10,664 
1929 31 7,942 528 ores 15,697 16,631 
1930 27 5,315 29 §,613 11,055 12,422 
s days and more than: day .. 1931 16 3,940 102 4,042 8,054 7,303 
1932 22 4,185 392 4:577 Q,II4 8,166 
1933 Ir 3,812 270 4,082 8,158 7:220 
1929 21 5,217 300 5,517 16,327 18,865 
1930 14 2,454 18 2,472 7,398 7,760 
$ days and more than 2 days .. 1931 13 4,122 7 4,129 12.373 7,295 
1932 9 2,431 491 2,922 8,681 7,397 
1933 I4 4,820 939 5;75° 15,550 14,073 
{| 1929 3r 7,722 799 £520 34,049 38.949 
Over ? 1930 15 3,233 105 3,33° 14,193 16,774 
eae he Fy — leas than 1 1931 18 4,615 233 4,348 22,786 22,173 
ye *e *+ 1) 1932 18 2,884 1,079 3,963 16,298 15,547 
1933 4 667 22 689 3.435 3,320 
1929 23 5,540 201 5,741 47,784 51,893 
1930 20 2,897 492 3,389 25,018 25,243 
1 week and lees than 2 weeks = ..< | 1931 19 4,552 653 5,235 40,752 37,469 
1932 ir 4,599 590 5,099 33,342 19,524 
1933 9 5,296 501 5,797 41,762 36,648 
1929 Ir 1,506 239 1,745 27,752 28,454 
1930 12 2,895 439 3,314 475444 53,860 
a weeks and leas than 4 weeks .. 1931 it 2,997 509 3,506 48,940 42,522 
1932 11 2,124 330 2,454 36,063 25,747 
1933 6 1,883 199 2,082 29,762 21,771 
1929 5 154 37 191 5,262 5,812 
1930 6 2,608 360 3,028 73.514 79,453 
4 Weeks and lass than 8 weeks .. 1931 8 907 233 1,140 38,323 34,840 
1932 5 391 41 432 1I,199 10,211 
1933 I 26 os 26 702 595 
1929 10 18,114 | ‘14,379 32,293 | 4,266,738 | 4,353,187 
1930 8] 11,479 223 |, 21,702 | 1,311,712 | 1,382,853 
Sweskeandover .. Ba 1931 4 632 125 757 60,923 61,278 
1932 3 1,199 47 1,246 85,472 65,347 
1933 2 9 I 20 1,120 847 
1929 | 259 | 87,493 | 17,121 | 104,604 | 4,461,478 | 4,569,303 
1930 183 51,972 2,250 54,222 | 1,511,241 | 1,592,342 
Total oe oo4 | 193t | 134 | 34,541 3,126 | 37,067 | 245,99% | 227,731 
1932 | 127] 29,329 588 | 32,917 | 242,318 | 165,582 
1933 go | 26,988 3,125 | 30,113 111,956 | 95,048 





6. Causes of Industrial Disputes.—(i) General—The-reasons alleged by 
employers and employees for a stoppage of work do not in every instance 
agree in detail. In such instances additional information 1s sought to verify 
or support the contention of either side. On occasions, the alleged reason 18 
of a twofold character, and, where this is the case, the claim which is fully or 
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f work is taken to be the. 


i i i tion 0 
partially satisfied and results in a resump § clansification these causes 


rincipal cause of the dispute. For the purpose o ; ; 
ie Drece) of Tadusteal Ge puts are grouped under seven main ee 
viz. :—(1) Wages; (2) hours of labour; (3) trade unionism : (4 ee y- 
ment of particular classes or persons ; (5) working conditions ; ( ee me 
and (7) other causes.* The first five groups are aug eee 
varying phases of the causes of disputes under each of the main headings. 


(ii) Causes of Disputes, Australia, 1913 and 1927 to 1933-—The 
following table gives particulars of industrial disputes according to causes 
for the years specified. 


Causes of Industrial Disputes—Australia. 





Causes of Disputes. 1913. 1927. 1928, | 1929. 1930. 193%. 1932. 1933. 
NUMBER. 
| | 

1. Wages— 

(a) For increase ae 42 24 8 8 oa 4 5 z 

(b) Against decrease .. 4 4 3 6 9 17 11 4 

(ce) Other wage questions 3r 66 39 45 44 16 26 14 
2, Hours of Labour— 

(a) For reduction ck 3 14 2 6 4 a 2 

(5) Other disputes re 

hours .. me %, 4 2 2 iz, 


3. Trads Unionism— 
(a) Against employment 








of non-unionists. . 8 12 6 3 A z 2 I 
(6) Other union questions 5 24 11 12 20 4 3 3 
4. Employment of particular 
Classes or persons os 44 152 105 87 48 50 50 35 
5. Working conditions Re 52 72 48 31 27 22 Ir 9 
6. Sympathetic .. oy 5 5 9 6 Ir 5 2 a 
7. Other causes .. 56 & 64 54 53 20 13 15 16 
Total 45 4c 208 441 287 259 183 134 127 go 
ee ee ee eee eee 
WORKPEOPLE INVOLVED. 
ee 
a. Wages— | 
{a) For tnerease ++ | 8,633} 7,326] 2,775 T4t4] .. 2,053] 1,295 29 
(b) Against decrease .. 563 300} 1,317 10,532] 12,824 7,108 75327 2,178 


(c) Other wage questions 7,160) 20,297] 17,057 8,742] 12,686] 3,999 5,417 4,339 
#. Hours of Labour— ’ 








(a) For reduction a 460 7,813 6z{ 21,646) 4, 192 198 
(>) Other disputes re ‘ ee ? . 
hours ee nin «3,819 288] 1,005 2,067 03 ma ie 2,620 
3. Trade Unionism— 
(a) Against employment 
of non-unionists. . 5,370 4,432 193 103 oe 9 17 89 
(6) Other union questions 1,418 25,848] 2,311 4,367| 4,160 2,240 501 705 
4 Sanaa of particular 
Classes or persons =... | 11,370] 55,174] 35,379] 22,933] 7,752 12,023} 12,556! 11,803 
5. Working conditions «. | 10,785] 29,766} 44,169 4,672] 4,276] 6,659 2,804 4,503 
5. Sympathetic .. Fae 947 1,484] 6,123 11,604] 4,010 1,053 316 a5 
y. Other causes .. 30 1,758 48,039) 16,032 16,524] 4,181 2,331 2,486 3,850 
Total ae ave 50,283| 200,757 96,422] 104,604) 54,222] 37,667 32,017 30,113 


SS SS SE a a eee 
© The heading, “* Other causes” has been adopted to meet various sets of circum 
mainly arise in connexion with stoppages which are not concerted movements, and intlude among 
others the following :—{a) During the course of a Meeting of miners, the wheelers return their horses 
to the stables and leave the colliery ; (6) disputes (not necessarily connected with industrial matters 
which the employer can control) arise between wheelers and clippers, OF any two sets of workers, and 
sufficient worlanen are not available to work the mine to its full capacity. ik 


ances which 


InpustTriaL Disrurzs. 95 


Causes of Industrial Disputes—Australia—continued. 


Causes of Disputes. 1913. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 1933. 





WoREKING Days Lost. 





3. oe , 
a) For increase .» | 100,069! 150,692} 6,548 7453) 15,425 5,999 87 
(b) Against decrease .. 2,578| 3,824|2,332,157| 1,227,808] 123,258| 123,571) 17,431 


9,43 
(c) Other wage questions| 78,18 83,831} 80, 61| 113,12 6| 17,6 8,736 
aH nirstct@atiour- 9183 3,93 755 47,201 13,102) 43,74 7,63% 16,73 


{a) For reduction 3 2,774| 305,782 725\1,887,196| 63,58 152 2,8 
(6) Other disputes re ae Sie oe it! : ss 
hours ee rserty 4,487| 2,667 3,183}... an me 8,895 


3. Trade Unionism— 
(a) Against employment 
of non-unijonists 91,002) 82,156) 2,137 424 AC 99) 59 89 
(b) Other union questions 32,338 204,802| 8,900! 49,924) $0,225) 113,752 6,261 1,421 
4. Employment of particular 



































classes or persons .. | 192,723) 3%0,425| 423,555! 78,492) 24,683) 38,567) 36,054] 31,799 
5. Working conditions a 73,562| 303,788} 98,852 8,545) 8,551| 17,106] 14,902) 22,865 
6. Sympathetic .. ae 24,066 3,573| 106,358| 23,482| 17,648) 4,070 1,096 +. 
7. Other causes .. a §,212| 261,468, 42,957} 23,381 5,641] 3,816 3,860} 10,633 
io ae | | a ee }~ | —— 
Total ... ae 623,528) 1,713,581) 777,278 4,461,478) 1,511,241 245,993| 212,318, 111,956 
t i 





The main causes of industrial disputes are ‘‘ wage’ questions, “‘ working 
conditions,” and ‘‘ employment of particular classes or persons.” 


The number of disputes concerning ‘‘ wages ”’ in 1933 was 19g, representing 
21 per cent. of the total. The heading “ Employment of particular classes 
or persons ” includes stoppages of work for the purpose of protesting against 
the dismissal of fellow workpeople who were considered to have been unfairly 
treated or victimized. This class of dispute occurs frequently in the coal- 
mining industry. Disputes over “ Employment ” questions in 1933 numbered 
35, or 39 per cent. of the total, and over “ Working Conditions ”’ 9, or 10 per 
cent. Disputes classified under these three headings numbered 63, or 
70 per cent. of the total dislocations during the year. 


7. Results of Industrial Disputes.—(i) General—The terms or condi- 
tions under which a resumption of work is agreed upon are taken as the basis 
of the result of the dispute and are comprised in one or other of the following 
four classes, viz. :— 


(a) In favour of workpeople; (6) In favour of employer; (c) Com- 
promise ; (d) Indefinite. 


Disputes are considered to result :—(a) In favour of workpeople, when 
the employees succeed in enforcing compliance with all their demands, or are 
substantially successful in attaining their principal object, or in resisting 6 
demand made by their employers; (6) In favour of employer, when the 
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demands of the employees are not conceded, or when the employer or em- 
ployers are substantially successful in enforcing a demand ; (¢) ilies 
when the employees are successful in enforcing compliance with a par : 

their demands or in resisting substantially full compliance with the demands 
of their employer or employers ; (d) Indefinite, when, for example, eh 
cease work owing to some misconception regarding the terms of an award, 
determination, or agreement, and work is resumed as usual on the matters 
in dispute being explained ; or in cases where a dispute arises In connexlon 
with certain work which is, however, abandoned, even though the employees 
return to the same establishment to be employed on other work. The results 
of “ Sympathetic ” disputes, in which a body of workers cease work with the 
object of assisting another body of workers in obtaining compliance with 
some demand, are generally “ Indefinite ’ except when the stoppage 18 entered 
upon partially to enforce a demand in which these workers might ultimately 
benefit. 


(ii) Results in each State, 1933.—The following table shows the industrial 
disputes in 1933, classified according to results. 


Industrial Disputes—Results, 1933(a). 












































Number. Workpeople Involved. Working Days Lost. 
State A a ' 
so ls o “=o CI o ss = o 
or Territory. Salo .| 8 A og 5 = z ps © A o.: 4 s 
8 ° 3 ° 8 mt | g so g Be) 5° 5 oo 
peice) e(/2| 86/88 | 2] 2/8] €2 | ge -| 
SHiaq| &| am ey = S ae 3 & 
Seige! So! 8) SE | sa is) 4 ce] sa io) pe} 
New South Wale: 10} 36 6 I] 2,325) 311,154! 1,313 233] 3,368] 47,771] 1,475 426 
Victoria Bg |g eee 590] 5,595] 1,265] .. 590| 22,838} 3,265) .. 
Queensland .. 5 I 1,293] 1,847 eielel\ean 5203 9,903 760 
South Australia I ae Olea en ae oo ae 
Western Australla I 6 3 570] 2,022] 2,328] .. 5,130) 3,998| 7,768 
Tasmania ste A I ve ap vis} \ wo ae ae I,200 
N. Territory .. “1p re Leer bee AG 20 |e a a8 87 ie 
WiCaweritorye..) lic |. || conte, a Ms as 6G _ Bo 
Total, Aust. (a) 17| 58) 13 4,778] 20,697] 4,361 213} 12,301} 84,697| 14,468 426 











| 
SS SE) a ee ee ae 
(a) The following are the particulars of disputes which were 


incomplete at 31st December, 1933, 
which should be added to the above figures to effect a balance w 

















vith those published in the preceding 
tables :-— 
ei 
Establish- Working 
State. Number. ments Workpeople.| Days Lost. 
| Involved. 
| —} ——|— 
New South Wales .. I | I 64 64 
Total me I | I 64 ‘ 64 
t 1 





(ili) Australia, 1933.—The following table shows the number of disputes, 
number of workpeople involved, and the total number of working days lost, 


in disputes in Australia for the year 1933, classified according to cause and 
result of dispute. 
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Industrial Disputes—Causes and Results, Australia, 1933. 

















Number. Workpeople Involved. Working Days Lost. 
lene’ oe cal ¢ : | | al 
according to S2\S = S62 | 3 Se 3 = 
Causes and Blas! gil sj] 4 oo 4 o yo u | 6 
Resuits. 2g BS 8 =] 38 Ais é 3 28 eye 8 2 
po rol RR) & ea) pe K A pe oes ed = 4 
Seieele\s|43| 48) @ | § |) 43) 26) #1 8 
SelAa| S6| 5] 6F/ sa | 8 | & | se] sa | 8 | 4 
Boss ie |e eee = 
| 
Wagss— | | H 
(a) For increase | .. 1 een rans - 29 |. | 87 | 
(b) Against de- | 
crease oe Kis as airs { 1,838 40 | 15,966] 1,46 
(c) Other Wage pape 1s f Beene 
questions. . 2) xo Zl or 892} 2,747 697| .. 5,452| 12,207] 1,077 
Hours of Labour— | | 
(a)'Forreduction| .. | ..|..]..] .. | .. e ie 7 eee te ao | 
(d) Other dis- | \ 





putes re hours o€ 4 1 sc 2,300 43| 213]. 8,200 205 426 
Trade Unlonism— | 
(a) Against em- } 
ployment of } 
non-unionists pi ho te a ae 80! ar an A eal 89} 
(6) Other union | 
questions .. ne = 11 aici Ween — 705 sis nes Gem pl 1,421 
Employment of | 
particular Class- | 




















es or Persons. . 8 25 a)... 2,606, 8,854 3441 a 4,526| 26,930 343 
Working condl- | 

tlons an x 4 alte 187] 1,558] 2,758| .. 368| 11,739] 10,758 
Sympathetic .. |...) ../..1].. Be at 5 zi - fe oa 
Other Cauzes .. 5| 9| 2] .. | 1,004] 2,666] x80) .. 1,866 8,147] 620 





——— ae Es | af 











Total(a) .. | x71 58] x3 


ol 











4,778| 20,697) 4,361 213| 12,301 84,697] 14,468 426 





(a) See note to table on page 96. 


(iv) Australia, 1929 to 1933.—The table hereunder shows the number of 
disputes, number of workpeople involved, and the number of working days 
lost in disputes in Australia during the five years 1929-1033, classified accord- 
ing to results :— 


Industrial Dispntes—Results, Australia. 





























Number. Workpeople Involved. Working Days Lost. 
= Cibome | ee in ceca ce aes ae : 
ee Bd Lol ° 
ee weegbee|2| 3e\ ee) 8 | | 8) #8 | bois 
a oO I oa oO m a oo So a a 
Balan So Sh ee | ee) eB \-8 | S41 Se] oe ies 
Sei Sa g o Sh 3 g © Se & re} © 
Sigel 6 | 2 | ac | ad 8 a EES ae 8 a 
SE\sajo| 8] SF| da | o r= Se | aa Ss A 
3929.. we 70| 135; 44) | 1X,200| 69,859] 7,150) 15,304] 38,943 |4,315,760| 43,174) 26,302 
1930.. oe 36) 117) 24 1) 45133) 45,204) 3,343 520) 13,497 |1,358,044| 25,177] 13,000 
3931.. ats 27|- 80} 25) .. 5,917| 26,182] 5,406] .. 47,191 142,006) 49,222 
1932.. 200 29] 77| 21| .- | 5,437, 17,518) 9,962) .. 23,572 48,893, 139,853 . 
1933 (a) St 17| 58] 13 I] 4,778} 20,697| 4,361] 213 | 12,301 84,697 *4,408) 426 
\ | 














(a) See note on page 96. 


The figures for the year 1929 in the table above and in the following 
table include the number of workpeople involved and the working days 
lost in 1929 in the dispute on the Northern Coalfield of New South Wales 
which commenced in March, 1929, and terminated in June, 1930. 
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Disputes resulting in favour of workpeople exceeded tose res 
in favour of employers in the earlier years, but later the panes 
reversed. The percentage in favour of employers in 1933 was 65. ae 
of the disputes iu the coal-mining industry are of short duration, a e 
records show that the workpeople resumed work on antecedent conal ene 
without apparently gaining any concessions. These disputes have been 
classified as terminating in favour of the employer. A number of disputes 
in each year resulted in a compromise, while in certain cases the heading 
“Indefinite ”” had to be adopted. 


8. Methods of Settlement.—(i) General—Methods of settlement have 
been classified under the following six headings :— 


(i) By negotiation. 
(i) Under State Industrial Act. 
(iii) Under Commonwealth Arbitration Act. 
(iv) By filling places of workpeople on strike or locked out. 
(v) By closing down establishments permanently. 
(vi) By other methods. 


Each of the first five methods indicates some definite action. The sixth, 
“Other Methods,” is more or less indefinite, and is connected with ‘‘ Other 
Causes ” and relates mainly to resumptions of work at collieries at the next 
shift, the cause of the stoppages not being in all cases made known officially 
to the management. 


(ii) Australia, 1913 and 1927 to 1933 (2)—Information for Australia for 
the years specified is given hereunder :— 


Methods of Settlement of Industrial Disputes—Australia. 





Methods of Settlement. 1913. 1927. 1928, 1929. 1930, 1931. 1932. | 1933.(a) 
or ee ee a 


NUMBER oF DISPUTES. 
t 
Negotlailon— 
Direct between employers 
and employees or their 
representatives a Ir 22 138 130 
By intervention or assist- ? 3 ; : ane ra ce ee 
ance of distinctive third 
party—not under Com- 
monwealth or State In- 
dustrial Act .. aa 17 18 
Under State Industrial Act— 
By intervention, assistance 
or compulsory conference 19 13 Io 
By reference to Board or 
Court oF an 22 1g 8 
Under Commonwealth Con- 
cillation and Arbitration 


co 
oo 
w 
wu 
- 
" 


“ 
i] 
to) 
~ 
“ 
w 


mo 

» 
” 
» 
- 


Act— 
By intervention. assistance 
or compulsory conference 4 19 6 6 ao 
By Filling Flaces.of Work- | : ; a 
aay My Strike or 
socked out .. he 13 5 Io 3 
By elasing town Establish- 7 if é fe 
meant permanently ae I to 3 3 = 2 
By other methods Ac 13 122 99 96 23 21 18 = 
———— | $$ |__|] ————_-__ 
Total .. So 208 435 282 254 178 132 127 |(a) 89 








(a) Ses nota on page 96. 
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Methods of Settlement of Industrial Disputes—Australia—continued. 


} 



































Methods of Settlement. 1913. 1927. 1928. | 1929. | 1930. 1931. | 1932. | 1933 (a) 
; 
WORKPEOPLE INVOLVED. 
Negotlation— 
Direct between employers 
and employees or their 
representatives a 23,357 ,070 5708 2, 0,8 2 
By intervention or aasist- Bs Se SEA) eB | GREE ERIE goizos 
ance of distinctive third 
party—not under Com- 
monwenith or State In- 
ustriai Act .. 36 3,172 5,839 1,242] 19,161 196 1,88 1,800 1,100 
Under State industrial Act— ? Bele y tay 3 
By intervention, assistance 
or compulsory conference! 6,505 8,763] 2,009 487 $,476| §,871] 1,640 1,290 
ey reference to Board or 
ourt, 36 Ob 12,774 4,314) 2,975 56 18 + 42 16 1,390 
Under Commonwealth Cen- : ; ‘ =a 
clitation and Arbitration 
Act— 
By intervention, assistance 
® orcompulsory conference 659! 33,517] 1,497 Sir oe x,083| 1,839 1,096 
By Filling Places of Work- : 
eis. a Strike or e | 
ocked out .. Ao 5 533] 1,047 5,41r 2,940 222 460 986 
By Closing down Establlsh- 
ment permansntiy o- 170 1,104 266 144 40 52 11 1,271 
By other mothods 2,988} 56,860) 38,916) 45,350 5,560} 8,058} 4,156) 3,213 
Total =... .. | 50,283] 200,000] 95,660] 103,513| $3,200] $7,505 32,917 (a) 30,049 
| 





ns 


WorkING Days Lost. 
a 


Kogotiation— 

Direct between employers 
and employees or their 
representatives ere 94,400] 700,968] 273,254|2,417,171|1,289,487| 109,601| 87,650 54,774 

By intervention or assist- 
ance of distinctive third 
party—not under Com- 
monwealth or State In- 
dustrial Act .. ae 26,335} 100,148) 36,937/1,279,258 2,893| 2,625) 79,872 6,600 

Under State Industrial Act— 

By intervention, assistance 


or compulsory conference | 187,871] 80,815) 38,878 $,261| $6,648) 25,257] 7,423 3,510 
By reference to Board or 
Court .. | 241,769] 60,236] 29,533 56 1,272 252| 3,408 6,339 


Under Commonwealth Con- 
clilation and Arbitration 


Act— 
By intervention, assistance he 
or compulsory conference 2,105| 305,303) 3,962 1,882 oe 30,327} 18,596 15,437 
By Filling Places of Work- 
people on Strike or 








Locked out .. a 14,139 9,706] 266,369] 610,686} $4,612) 37,042| 6,874 10,543 
By Closing down Establlsh- 
ment permanently .. | 20,400) 30,289 750; 9,862 Bo} 5,355} 44 8,627 
By other methods ae 56,509] 422,094] 96,637] 300,004) 24,726] 37,970 ae 6,071 
Total .. +. | 623,528)1,709,559 746,320 4.424,279| 409,738) 238,419 onaiane (apxam oe 
| 





ee rene 
(a) See note on page 96. 


In each of the years included above, direct negotiation between employers 
and employees settled the majority of the disputes. In the year 1913, 
57 per cent. of the total number of dislocations were settled in this manner, 
and the percentages in subsequent years varied between 53 in 1923, and 72 in 
1933, In connexion with the comparatively large number of disputes 
classified as settled “ By other methods,” stoppages of work frequently 
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occur, principally at the collieries, without any cause being brought oficial 
under the notice of the employers or their representatives. Such stoppag 
usually last for one day, and work is resumed on the following morning 
without negotiation. 


g. Interstate Disputes.—Disputes which extend beyond the ants ue 
a single State, while in some cases of large dimensions, are comparatl y 
few in number. These disputes rarely start on an interstate basis, but 
develop into such through the interdependence of trade union organizations 
and the submission to the principle that the objectives of one section of 
unionists must not be prejudiced by another section. During the year 1933 
there were no stoppages of work which could be consided as interstate disputes. 


Particulars of interstate disputes during past years have been published 
in Labour Report, No. 20, and in previous issues. 


§ 2. Fluctuations in Employment. r 


1. General.—The collection by this Bureau of information relating to 
unemployment was initiated in 1912, when special inquiries were forwarded 
to officials of trade unions throughout Australia for particulars for that year, 
and for information relating to previous years, as far back as 18gI. 


From 1913, information concerning the extent of unemployment of 
trade unionists has been collected at quarterly periods, and the results of 
the investigations have been published in the Official Year Book, Quarterly 
Summary of Australian Statistics, and the Labour Reports. The Bureau 
is greatly indebted to the responsible officials of the various unions for the 
kindly readiness with which they supplied available data, 


The particulars in the following tables are based on information furnished 
by the secretaries of trade unions, and the number of members of unions 
regularly reporting has now reached over 400,000. Unemployment 
returns are not collected from unions whose members are in permanent 
employment, such as railway and tramway employees, and public servants, or 
from unions whose members are casually employed (wharf labourers, shearers, 
etc.). Very few unions pay unemployment benefit, but the majority of the 
larger organizations have permanent secretaries and organizers who are 
in close touch with the members and with the state of trade in their 
particular industries. In many cases unemployment registers are kept, and 
employers apply to the union officials when labour is required. Provision 
is also made in the rules for members out of work to pay reduced subscrip- 
tions. The value of the percentages of unemployment derived from Trade 
Union returns is in the indication they give of the relative intensity of 
unemployment from time to time. It is believed that they can be taken 
as a rough index of the percentage of workers unemployed at any time. 


Seasonal fluctuations in unemployment have been recorded by collecting 


returns quarterly since the rst January, 1913, the yearly figures quoted 
representing the average of the four quarters. 


2. Unemployment.—(i) States, 1933.—In addition to the qualifications 
referred to above, allowance must be made for the circumstance that the 
industries included in the returns from trade unions are not quite idertical 


. 
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in the various States. The results may, however, be taken as representing 
fairly well labour conditions generally. The figures in the following tables 
do not include persons out of work through strikes and lock-outs :— 


Unemployment—1933. 





New South Wales 


Victoria 


Queensland 


South Australia sf 
Western Australia .. 


Tasmania .. 


Btate 


Australia .. 








Unions Reporting. Unemployed. 
Number. Members. Number. | Percentage. 
14 186,202 53,839 28.9 
81 | 115,096 25,726 22.23 
46 | 592395 7/795 15:3 
58 29,370 8,799 29.9 
61 25,278 6,257 24.8 
34 8,964 1,709 19.1 
394 4151305 104,035 Z5.1 


(ii) Australia, 189% to 1934 (3rd Quarter).—The following table gives 
particulars for Australia for the years 1891 to 1934 (3rd Quarter) in respect 


of :— 


(a) The number of unions for which returns as to unemployment are 
available, (6) The number of members of such unions, (¢) The 
number of members unemployed, and (d) The percentage of 
members unemployed on total number of members. 


Unemployment—Austratia, 


Number of 
Members. 


UNEMPLOYED. 


— | ef 


PABTIOULARS. Unions 
1891 end of year 25 
1896 ,, ‘» 25 
Igor Lhd ve 39 
1907 » ” 51 
1908 Ld ” 68 
1909 ,, ” 84 
1gIo ,, ” 109 
Igil ,, rp 160 
19I2 ,, AA at 464 
1913 (average for year) .. 462 
1914 ” ” on 459 
1Qg15 LAs ” 479 
1916 ” ”» 473 
1917 iad ” 45° 
i918, fe 478 
19i9 ly, ” 404 
1920 ” ” 447 
1921 ” ” 449 
1922 ” ” 445 
1923 ” 436 
1924 ” » 433 
1925» ” 380 


6,445 
4,227 


8,710 
13,179 
18,685 
2QI;I22 
32,995 


67,961 
224,023 
246,068 
268,938 
276,215 


290,075 
286,811 
299,793 
310,145 
341,907 


361,744 
380,998 
376,557 
397,613 
391,380 


- 


oo cos2 10 


An Ann 
DNDOO WA ow 


AANAWA © SAUNA 
AAwH oe wWHAUar 


wo Hw» 


a 
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Unomployment—Australia—continued. 
CS ROMPlOYMENt—AusitauA—coninwems 





UNEMPLOYED. 
Number of 
PARTICULARS. Unions. ——_———=, .  — =a 
Members. ee a. 

1926 (average for year) .. 374 415,397 29,326 ue 
1927 * ” os 375 445,935 31,032 Bis 
1928, mo 56 375 423,422 45,069 ae 
1929 ” ” oe 332 424,003 471359 oe : 
1930 » an 395 438,874 84,707 : 
1931 % » oe 307 430,004 117,866 27-4 
1932 ” » a 395 415,434 120,454 29.0 
1933 ” ” 6a 394 415,305 104,035 25-1 
1931 rst Quarter s 397 440,234 113,614 25 : 

zad ly, 20 397 429,687 118,424 27 

3rd gy 50 396 426,603 120,694 28.3 

qth, ai 396 423,493 118,732 28.0 
1932 rat ” ve 395 425,094 120,366 28.3 

and » on 396 413,742 124,068 30.0 

3rd, Ne 395 412,907 322,340 29.6 

4th ” ie 392 409,902 115,042 28.1 
1933 Ist ” 00 394 412,674 109,182 26.5 

andy, ws 394 415,559 106,652 25-7 

Bra. 55 ats 304 410,426 104,560 25.1 

4th ly ob 394 416,560 955745 23.0 
1934 1st Quarter ee 394 22,056 92,297 25.29 

PL es a 304 422,113 88,413 20.9 

3rd B ne 304 425,104 86.652 20.4 





3. Unemployment by Indusiries—(i) Australia, 1933.—The next 
table shows the percentages unemployed in industrial groups. Industries 
in which employment is stable—such as railways, or occupations in which 
employment is subject to exceptional fluctuations—such as wharf labour, 
agricultural, pastoral, etc., are insufficiently represented in the returns, 
owing to the impossibility of securing the necessary information from the 
trade unions. Particulars are not, therefore, shown separately for these 
groups, such returns as are available being included in the last group, “ Other 
and Miscellaneous.” 


Unemployment in Industrial Gronps—Australis, 1932. 

















Number Reporting. Unemployed. 
Indugtrial Group. 
Unions, Members. Number. Percentage. 
Manufacturing— 
I. Wood, Furniture, ete. Ee 16 18,580 6.466 34.8 
Il. Engineering, Metal Works, etc. 63 71,640 20,517 28.6 
III. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. .. 51 35,777 6,676 L7C 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. .. 22 32,957 53743 17-4 
V. Books, Printing, etc. te 13 18,582 2,798 T5.0 
VI. Other Manufacturing Be 65 38,038 13,039 34.3 
we ore - a a6 47 48,879 17,412 35-7 
. Mining, Quarrying, etc. oe 21 25.901 E 28.8 
X. Land Transport ‘ ether than ae sa 
Railway and Tramwav Services I2 17,738 6 25 at 
(eneE. Xie XTi, and XIV. ae a : 
Other aud Miscellaneous , 84 107,213 20,079 18.7 





All Groups es oe 394 415,305 104,035 25k 
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(ii) Australia, 1912, and Quarterly, 1932 to 1934.—The following table 
gives for various industrial groups the percentages of members of trade 
unions returned as unemployed in the fourth quarter of 1932 up to the third 
quarter of 1934. The percentage of unemployed at the end of 1912 is also 


inserted for purposes of comparison. 


Unemployment—Australia, Percentages by Industries, 
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, Industrial Group. 


a 


Mannfacturing— 
I. Wood, Furniture etc. .. 
II. Engineering, Metal Works 


II. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. 


V. Books, Printing, etc. 
VI. Other Menufscturing 
VII. Building me 
Vill. Mining, Quarrying, ete. 
X. Other Land Transport RK, 
1X,, XI., XII., XIild., and XIV., 
Other and Miscellaneous 50 


AUSTRALIA Be a 





















































RWO KF ORDW Qw 


“9 


4 


1912. | 1932: 1933. 1934. 
End 
of le | 
Year. | 4th 1st and | 3rd | 4th | rst | 2nd | 3rd 
Qtr. | Qtr. | Qtr. | Qtr. tr. Qtr. | Qtr. | Gtr. 
3.7 | 38.4 | 36.2 | 35.3 | 34.8 | 32.9 | 32-7 | 34-2] 20. 
9.4 | 31-61} 30.2 | $0.0] 28-6 ) 25.8 |) 24.8 1 2402 ez 
7.3 TSS4 | T62G | r6.7 | 18.7 | TONS TSH) eee 17. 
CaFe ler esal, 275k ead kOe | LO 16.0 | 12.5 53h 
2.8 x56 S528") 15-9) | T5ieS) |p ese Er. 80} rr ro. 
6.9 | 39.8 | 37.8 | 35.9 | 32-9 | 30-4 | 26.8 | 24.7 24. 
5.5 | 40.2 | 38.7 | 36.6 | 35.x | 32.2 | 30.8 || 28.2 26. 
526 | S9e7 | 29.2) 29-x | 29.0 |-29. a 27.9 | 28.3 30. 
ZX 28.0 | 27.x | 25.4 | 24.8 | 23.0 22.1 20.0 20. 
Zune |) TOsO eos | TGe8 | cyt i TG wos 15 
8.6 | 28.x | 26.5 | 25.7 | 25ax | 23.0 | 21.9 | 20.9 20. 


(iii) Australia and States, 1933.—The following table shows for Australia 
and for each State the percentage of unemployed in each industrial group 


for the year 1933 :-— 


Unemployment—Percentages by Indusiries, 1933. 





Industrial Group. 





Manufacturing— 
I. Wood, Furniture, etc. .. 
I. Engineering, Metal Works, 


etc. we es 
TI. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. 
V. Books. Printing, etc. F 

VI. Other Manufacturing 

VII. Building Ae 

VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. .. 
X. Land Transport other than 
Railway and Tramway 
Services ad ae 
1X,, Xk. XIL., XIII, and XIV., 
Other and Miscellaneous .. 


All Groups ae ate 




















N.S.W. Vic. Q’land. | 8S. Aust. | W. Aust.| Tas. Aust. 
30.1 37 20.9 48.9 38.0 22.4 34.8 
30.4 29.1 16.8 36.4 26.8 16.5 28.6 
20.6 12.0 19.1 TA. I3.0 17.8 17.0 
26.4 Bede e 8.2 27.6 28.2 6.3 17.4 
Ahas I0.0 6.5 19.0 Caer 10.8 I5.2t 
45.0 25.0 8.6 26.4 Ze 5 29.8 34.3 

2.9 35-2 32.6 51.5 35.1 §0.2 35-7 
29.0 25.3 18.3 69.5 18.4 2i.8 28.8 
32.0 20. 10.9 4L0L 3U.0 32.0 25.1 
23.5 16.8 10.5 12.4 15.5 16.2 18.7 
28.9 22.3 15.3 | 29.9 24.8 Ig.1 25.1 


a ee 


4. Unemployment.—States—The results of the quarterly investigations 
as to unemployment in the years I913 to I9QIQ were published in Labour 
Reports Nos, x to 11, and in the Quarterly Summary of Statistics. The 
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em iT 8 
following table shows for each State the percentage of sore Bes 
unions returned as unemployed quarterly during the years 19 


(3rd Quarter) :— 
Unemployment—Percentages—Vearly and Quarterly. 





























Pertod, N.S.W. | Victoria. | Q’land. | 3. Aust. = Aust. Pasniene Australia, 
PRISTINE red > 3. | pike = | =— 
% % % | % Tae || wacko Hee 
1922 Year a: ne 11.5 6.7 10.0 orien 10.0 | z ie 
1923)» an si 9.2 5.4 7 4.6 Sah | ane AS 
1924 5) nA ic 12.6 a 6.4 Pret || a2 rar 88 
1925 a4 A Ir.0 8.6 6.6 Tee | >I a i 
1926S, re aA din 6.4 Be4 4} $2 7-1 3.9 
| nS se 7.0 
1927 ors = zL0) 7.4 $20.2) Fier} 5-4 
1928 5 aa ie 11.3 10.9 FOwi eet 550 8.2 ae age 
1929 ” mt) a Ir.5 sb $s g a 15.7 99 aa ee 
ZQSO) “55 ae we Chaar 18.2 10.7 23.3 19.2 ig. Aah 
OST iy ne aR, 30 8 25.8 16.2 32.5 | 27-3 27 4 : 
29. | 26.4 29.0 
1932 aie 54 32.5 26.5 18.8 34.0 29.5 
1933s ac BS 28.9 22.3 | 15.3 29.9 | 24.8 ee eas 25.1 
6 
1930 ret uarter each batons 14.1 8.4 18.6 15.5 7.5 14. 
_ and rs im a 21.0 17.6 10.1 21.4 18.7 18.9 18.3 
rd a ah 23.3 19.4 11.6 24.7 18.4 23.4 20.§ 
4th vs os 26 3 21.9 12.5 28.5 | 24.6 26.5 23.4 
8 
rogr rst - 29.2 24.4 14.1 $0.6 26.1% 26.6 25. 
sc 2nd i ie 30.7 26.5 16.1 $2.4 27. 27.3 aie 
3rd » es 31.6 26.8 16.9 33.3 | 27.9 27.3 ae 
ath Fi bn 3I.5 25.6 17.5 S307 eadat 28.4 28.0 
8.5 
1932 rst : ao 31.8 26.0 18.2 33.1 28.6 27.3 2 
and ‘ are 33.2 27.7 19.9 35.2 30.3 27.4 30-0 
ard 5 a8 33.0 27.0 19.3 35.4 30.1% 26.9 29. 
4th of Bo 31.9 25.2 17.9 32.2 28.9 23.8 28.1 
1933 1st = 30.2 23.9 16.7 | 30.5 27.3 319.8 26.5 
= and R = 29.6 23.0 15.6 30.0 26.0 19.0 25.7 
3rd 5 = 28.8 22.5 15.1 30.3 25.6 19.2 25.1 
ath Pf a 27.0 19.9 13.8 28.9 20.5 18.2 23.0 
1934 13st °F bE 25.8 18.6 13.7 28.5 19.5 17.7 21.9 
and 3 ic 25.0 18.0 Tig, 25.4 18.3 17.9 20.9 
3rd Pr Be 24.5 17.5 Deo 25.4 17.2 18.9 20.4 








5. Causes of Unemployment.—In earlier issues of the Labour Report 
tables were published showing the percentage of members of unions 
unemployed through—(a) lack of work; (6) sickness and accident; and 
(0) other causes. The returns from trade unions for past years show that 
while the percentage unemployed through lack of work has varied 
considerably according to the state of trade during the period, the percentages 
of members unemployed through sickness and accident, and through other 
causes, have remained uniform at 0.7 per cent. and 0.2 per cent., respectively. 


6. Seasonal Employment in Australia.—An investigation concerning 
the extent of seasonal employment in Australia was made in 1928. 
The State Statisticians were invited to furnish brief reports regarding the 
industries and callings in their respective States subject to seasonal fluctus- 
tions, and from the reports received, supplemented by information from 
other sources, particulars were published in Labour Report, No. 19. The 
result of inquiries concerning the organization of public works in connexion 
with unemployment was also published in Labour Report, No. 19. 


a Special Legislation for Relief of Unemployment.—(i) General.— 
The position in regard to unemployment in Australia became so serious 
in 1930 that the usual methods of providing funds for relief work and 
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sustenance were found to be inadequate. The number of unemployed 
increased rapidly, and the Governments realized that special action was 
needed to provide additional funds to relieve the distress. 


The steps taken by the Governments to provide money for the relief 
of unemployment, and the legislation enacted in the years 1930 to 1932 
for that purpose are briefly reviewed in the two preceding issues of the 
Annual Labour Report. 


Unfortunately, the provision made proved inadequate to meet the 
situation, as the number of unemployed increased in 1931 and 1932. The 
Acts in operation were amended, and higher rates of special taxation were 
imposed. In the following statement the Acts which came into force in 
1932, 1933 and 1934 are briefly reviewed. 


(ii) CommonwEaLtuH.—(a) General.—The Loan (Unemployment Relief 
Works) Act, No. 9 of 1932, authorized the raising of money to the amount 
of £1,800,000 for assisting the States in the relief of unemployment. The 
money was to be free of interest, and the amounts allotted to the States 
were as follows :—New South Wales, £600,000 ; Victoria, £475,000 ; Queens- 
land, £310,000; South Australia, £195,000; Western Australia, £145,000 ; 
Tasmania, £75,000. The payments are conditional on the expenditure 
being on approved reproductive works, and on the States providing 
equivalent amounts. The required sum was borrowed by the Commonwealth 
from the Commonwealth Bank, and the States borrowed £1,200,000 from 
the same source, making a total of £3,000,000 available for the purpose 
indicated. The amount of £600,000 granted to New South Wales was not 
subject to the £1 for £x condition. The total expenditure up to 31st July, 
1933, was £1,367,638. In December, 1932, the Government allocated a 
further £100,000 to the States’ for expenditure on Commonwealth works, 
in order to mitigate the condition of the workless at the Christmas season. 
The Commonwealth Government proposes to make available to the States 
on @ population basis during 1934-35 the sum of £2,000,000 to be expended 
on public works. 





(b) Commonwealth Advisory Committee on Employment—An Advisory 
Commitiee, consisting of five members, was appointed by the Commonwealth 
Government in September, 1932. 


One of the functions of the Committee is the preparation of the agenda 
for Premiers’ Conferences and the following up of decisions and undertakings. 
The operations of the committee do not interfere with or hamper State 
activities, but render all possible assistance to the States. At the first 
meeting of the Committee, held on the 28th September, 1932, the Minister 
in charge of Development stated that the Premiers’ Conference decided 
that a special loan programme of £7,000,000 should be carried out as part 
of a three-year plan to provide £15,000,000 for reproductive works. 


(iii) New South Wales.—Legislation passed in 1932 and 1933 was as 
follows :—Unemployment Relief Tax Act, No. 16 of 1932; Prevention and 
Relief of Unemployment (Amendment) Acts, Nos. 5, 15, 22, and 56 of 1932 ; 
Finances Adjustment Act, No. 27 of 1932; Finances Adjustment (Relief of 
Unemployment and Public Service Salaries) Act, No. 3 of 1933; U nemployment 
Relief Tax Act, No. 4, 1933; Taxation Reduction Act, No. 11, 1933 ; Special 
Income and Wages Tax (Management) Act, No. 13, 1933; Housing of the 
Unemployed Act, No. 4, 1934; Housing of the Unemployed (Grant) Act, 
No. 5, 1934; and Prevention and Relief of Unemployment (Amendment) Act, 
No. 25, 1934. 
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November, 


, ; 4 4 : 1 
The Unemployment Relief Tax was discontinued on 30t2 NO ane 
nt a 


1933, and replaced by a Wages Tax on income from employme 
Special Income Tax on income from other sources. 

The Wages Tax is a8 follows :—4os. and under, Nil ; over 408. to 508., gd. ; 
over 50s. to 60s., Is. 3d. ; over 60s. to 70s., Is. gd. ; over 708., 18. On first 
£2, plus 1d. on each 2s. 6d. of next £2, plus rd. on each 2s. of the balance. 

The rate of Special Income Tax on five-twelfths of the income earned 
in 1933-34 is 12d. in the £, and on seventh-twelftis 6d. in the + on first £60; 
8d. in the £ on second £60; and rod. in the £ on the balance. Where the 
income is derived partly from wages and partly from other sources the 
rate is calculated in regard to total income. Persons residing in Australia 
whose income from all sources does not exceed £100 per annum are not 
required to pay the tax. 


(iv) Victoria.—Legislation passed in 1932 and 1933 was as follows :— 
The Stamps (Unemployment Relief) Acts, Nos. 4026 and 4027 of 1932; the 
Unemployment Relief Tax Acts, Nos. 4023, 4053, 4057, 4059 and 4097 of 
1932 ; Unemployment Relief (Adminisiration) Act, No. 4135, 19335 Un- 
employment Relief Tax (Assessment) Act, No. 4171, 1933; Unemployment 
Relief Tax (Rates) Act, No. 4172, 1933 ; Unemployment Relief Loan and 
Application Act No. 4173, 1933; and Unemployment Relief Tax (Rates) 
Act, No. 4242, 1934. 

The rates of tax are on a sliding scale according to salary, commencing 
at a rate of I.2d. in the £ for incomes of £52 to £103 per annum; 3.24d. 
from £104 to £207; 4.05d. from £208 to £312 ; and so on up to a maximum 
rate of 14.20d. for incomes in excess of £3,000. 


(v) Queensland.—Legislation dealing with this subject was not passed in 
1933-34, but in the Order-in-Council extending the Acts for a further period 
of twelve months to 30th June, 1935, provision was made for rebate of tax 
where amount of income received over maximum specified for each grade 
involved the payment of more tax than the actual amount of increased 
income received by the individual. 

The existing rates of taxation are 3d. in the £ up to £104 per annum; 
6d. over £104 to £208; od. over £208 to £499; and Is. over £499. Flat 
rates also apply in certain cases, e.g., gd. in the £ in respect of seasonal 
workers, and 6d. in the £ for casual workers, &c. 


(vi) South Australia. —Legislation covering special taxation for unem- 
ployment relief has not been enacted, the necessary funds being voted by 
Parliament from revenue. 


(vii) Western Australia.—Legislation dealing with this subject was not 
passed in 1932 to 1934. Special taxation has not been imposed, all money 
for the purpose being provided by the Government, Municipal Authorities 
and other bodies. There isa Hospital Tax of 14d. in the £1 applicable to all 
incomes over £1 per week, and a Financial Emergency Tax of 44d. in the £1 
from Ist December, 1932, similar to the Hospital Tax. 


(viii) Tasmania.—Legislation passed in 1932 and 1933 comprised the 
Unemployment Relief Tax Acts, Nos. 4 and 27 of 1932; the Public Works 
(Unemployment Relief) Act, No. 409 of 1932 and No. 2 of 1933 ; the 
Unemployed (Assistance to Primary Producers) Relief Act, No. 4 of 1933; 
the Public Works (Unemployment Relief) Execution Act, Nos. 2 and 3, Nos. 
Ir and 53, 1933 ; Unemployed (Assistance to Primary Producers) Relief Act, 
No. 10, 1933 and Unemployment Relief (Appropriation) Act, No. 6, 1934. 
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The rates of special taxation for unemployed relief are—d. in the £ on the 
first £312; 5d. on £313 to £519; gd. on £520 to £1,500; Is. over £1,500. 
Although this tax is nominally an Income Tax, the receipts are largely 
utilized for unemployment relief purposes. . 


8. Unemployment Relief—Sustenance Rates —(i) New South Wales. — 
The Unemployment Relief Council formulates schemes for the absorption 
of persons out of work and allocates the moneys to be expended therefor. 
The labour for relief works is engaged usually through the Labour Exchanges 
organized in the Department of Labour and Industry. The distribution 
of food relief and other charitable assistance is undertaken by the Department 
of the Chief Secretary under the supervision of the Director of Charitable 
Relief. The method of distributing food relief by means of orders to suppliers 
introduced in 1932-33 is still in operation. 

The following statement shows the value of food relief orders for the 
various family units, and the working time and wages in respect of emergency 
relief work which is substituted for sustenance where practicable :— 





Per fortnight. 











Family Unit. Scale. Value of | Emergency Relief Work. 
Limit of Food Relief. 
Inconie. (Metro- 
politan). noe Harnings, 
rani: 5 mcd de Hrs. £ 2a. d. 
Single Adult a oo A Te 5a 013 0 14 I 110 
Married Couple... Ae B 2 00 it gv e® 24 1 a7 5 
Married couple, 1 child 50 Br 210) 0) i3h'6 30 2) 69 
Married couple, 2 children .. B2 gh) 2 aay MG) 32 2 910 
Married couple, 3 children .. B3 Fu 5ta0 2) 57 20 36 2516) ok 
Married couple, 4 children .. Bs 310 0 220 16 40 ey oe Zt 
Married couple, 5 children .. Bs 315 0 PeGp 44 3686 
Married couple, 6 children .. B6 An Sn 0 gs 246 48 314 9 
Married couple, 7 children .. B7 415 0 35°96 52 Atria 
Each Additional Unit 010 Oo  & © 4 oy (5) 








The foregoing scales date from 3rd May, 1934, when the rates were 
increased. Where there are unemployed children between the ages of 
fifteen and twenty years in a family the parents’ working time may be 
extended by eight hours per fortnight. The emergency relief work to which 
the foregoing scale of working time and wages applies is undertaken by the 
councils of the municipalities and shires. 


The Unemployment Relief Council provides the moneys for the payment 
of wages and subsidizes the councils at the rate of 10 per cent. of the wages 
and the councils pay all other costs. Works for the purposes (usually 
drainage work) have been undertaken also by the Department of Public 
Works; and in such cases the Unemployment Relief Council provides all 
the moneys. 


(ii) Victoria.—Sustenance payments are distributed by relief committees 
approved by the Charities Board of Victoria, and with the assistance of 
the police. The system of ‘working for sustenance which was in 
operation in isolated instances only, was generally instituted on 3rd July, 


1933. e 
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The maximum income and allowance at 28th August, 1933, under the 


system are as follow :— 








Maximum Weekly 























Maximum Week! | 
Sustenance. “4 |) Sustenances 
| Suste- Suste- | 
nance a | 
not _ | Persons | Persons | Persons 
anted Persons ; ; granted not y 
Family Unit. if Family ee Soridaie Family Unit. if Family| working ——- 
Income A 8) in Income in Ration 
exceeds. | Return Return exceeds. | Return t5r 
per week.) for for per week.| for Sarto: 
| Suste- | Suste- Suste- | nance 
mance. nance. nance. 2 
; 8. d. 8. d. ae 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 
Itinerant unemployed | Man, wife and 3 
male .. 3 ve 10 0 5 9] 10 0 children ve 1.30, (04) (16) 1Oehsa aes 
Individual residing Man, wife and 4 
with relatives or children - 32 6 19 0 30 0 
atrangera (other Man, wife and 5 
qnan parents) children = 35 0 22500 32 
unable to support Man, wife and 6 
him or her : 12,0 6 0 I2 0 children 29 3711.6 24 0 35°42 
Man and wife os 20 0 9 0 20 0 Man, wife and 7 
Man, wife and 1 child aS exx 6% 22) 6 children ae 40 0)|' 26 G37 6 
Man, wife and 2 Man, wife and 8 or 
children. . es 27 6 14 0 25 0|} more children .. | 42 6 29 0 40 0 





Note—aAn additional 23. 6d. is granted for each unemployed child of 76 and over residing with the 
applicant working for sustenance, provided that the weekly value of sustenance does not exceed 428. 6d. 
Total family income plus sustenance must not exceed 57s. per week. 


To conform to the table indicated above, the number of hours to be 
worked by the applicant is computed by dividing the amount of sustenance 
he is entitled to receive per week by the hourly basic wage prevailing in the 
municipality in which he resides. With the exception of four or five 
industrial municipalities in the metropolitan area, all male applicants in 
receipt of sustenance are employable within their own municipalities on 
municipal work that would not ordinarily be undertaken as part of the 
municipal programme. The performance cf work in return for sustenance 
must not entail the dismissal of any person ordinarily employed by the 
municipality. 


In both municipal and governmental work in return for sustenance, 
the usual arrangement provides for the employment of the men for continuous 
periods equivalent to the amounts they are entitled to receive for two weeks’ 
sustenance. For instance, an applicant with a classification of man, wife 
and three children, is entitled to sustenance, if working in return therefor, 
at the rate of 27s. 6d. per week. He would thus be employed for a period 
which would enable him to earn 555., representing two weeks’ sustenance. 
If the basic wage were Ios. per day he would work for five and one-half 
days and would again be called up at the expiration of the period which 
the amount of wages represented in weeks at the sustenance rates he is 
entitled to receive. 


At the lower rates, applicants receive orders on tradespeople ranging 
from 6s. per week to 298. per week in accordance with their family unit. 


_ (it) Queensland —The Intermittent Relief Scheme, which is operative 
in all the larger towns of the State, provides work through Local Authorities 
and Government Departments for all persons eligible to draw -food relief. 
Destitute persons in centres where Intermittent Relief work is not operating 


draw food relief. The classification of the family units and amounts allotted 
thereto are shown in the following table. ; 
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Weekly Ration Scale, Family Units, Number of Work Days and Total Amount of Pay as 
from 15th September, 19382. 











Weskly Ration Scale, Total Amount 
if not on Relief Work. Family Unit. | Work Days. | of Pay when 

| Werk Provided. 
eee eae ee 

8. d. \ CGE 

Io 0 One person Be on Sorell I 13 6 

14 6 Man snd wife .. at oe 406 | 020 3 

18 o Man, wifeand 1 child... og 2 | 27.0 

21 6 Man, wife and 2 children .. “5 2 | 27 0 

25 0 Man, wife and 3 children .. 5c 24 | 33 9 

28 6 Man, wife and 4 children .. rreral 3 | 40 6 

S250 Man, wife and 5 children .. a 3 40 6 

35 6 Man, wife and 6 children .. = 34—COS! 473 

39 0 Man, wife and 7 children .. ei 4 54 0 

42 6 (maxi.)| Man, wife and 8 children .. 4 54 0 

















The above rates of pay, when work is provided, are increased in the 
northern and western parts of the State by the addition of the parities 
provided in the basic wage declaration. 


(iv) South Australia.—Food relief is controlled by the Unemployment 
Relief Council. 


The approximate value of food relief orders for the various family units 
is as follows :— 


Per Week. 
Family Unit. s. d. 

Single person... oe Ms; se BSS 
Man and wife .. Ke ae ‘cu aLOy <6 
Man, wife and one child .. cf BO et 
Man, wife and two children = ISS S 
Man, wife and three children i nS 
Man, wife and four children BF i. 2OuTO 


The above rates are based on weekly average. The approximate amount 
granted for each child is 2s. 7d. per week. 


Married men are granted 1 cwt. of firewood weekly—an extra 4 cwt. 
per week being allowed during the winter months. Infants not naturally 
fed are supplied with fresh milk and special foods. 


(v) Western Australia.—Relief is granted to unemployed married men 
at the rate of 7s. per member of the family per week, with a maximum amount 
of 49s. per week, of which 2s. in cash is paid in respect of each 7s. Children 
over fourteen years of age are not eligible. Single men are given part-time 
employment enabling them to earn 30s. per week. If incapable of work, 
meal tickets are provided and the men are billeted in approved lodging houses. 
Single girls and women receive food relief to the value of 7s. per week, and are 
required to work one day per week st a sewing centre. 
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rks was placed on 
lowed by further 
as set 


From the Ist August, 1933, employment upon relief wo 
a rotary basis, which provides four weeks’ full-time work fol 
full-time work equal to the value of periods of sustenance, 
out hereunder :— 




















| Employment on Relief Work. 
Further full-time - 
4 ; york (a) equivalent |‘‘ Standing Down 
ener as Rotation. Full-time work.(a) | {5 Pantera the Period.(6) 
under-mentioned. 
“ae “BR 
| 
é& d. weeks, weeks. weeks’ sustenance. | weeks. 
14 0 II 4 7 UW 
2I oO 10 6 | 10 
238 Oo 9 4 5 9 
SP er 8 4 4 8 
vee gi 4 3 7 
ot ie 7 | 4 3 7 











(a) At Arbitration rates. 


(6) After completion of “A” and ‘‘B”’ no further work or sustenance is available until the elapse 
ef the periods shown dating from commencement of “ A’’. 


(vi) Tasmania.—The following scale of sustenance rates came into 
operation on 16th July, 1934 :— 





| t 
Cities and Suburbs. | Country Districts.(a) 























! 
Sustenance.| Sustenance Work. | Sustenance.! Sustenance Work. 
Family Unit. 

Dole per eos Payment Dole per pene Payment 

week. | Work. | for Work. week. Work, | for Work. 
| 8. d. a. d. 8. d. 8. d. 
Single person 00 ors (NP 1kor Loy 10 13 4 10 oO 9 12750 
Married couple .. oF 18 o 18} | 24 3 14 0 12 16 0 
Married couple with 1 child. . Fie} Zid | 20 ey ent mG, 15 20 0 
Married couple with 2 children 24 6 242 | 35 0 20 0 13 24 0 
Married couple with 3 children | 27 9 28 37 4 23010 21 28 oO 
Married couple with 4 children | 31 o 31% | 41 8 26 0 24 32 0 
Married couple with 5 children | 34 3 344 | 46 0 290 27 30 0 
Married couple with 6 children | 37 6 37% 50 4 32 0 30 40 0 
Married couple with 7 children | 40 9 41 54 8 35 0 32 42 8 
Married couple with 8 children | 44 0 44 58 8 35 0 32 42 8 
Married couple with g children | 44 0 44 58 8 35 0 32 42 8 














(a) Excluding Glenorchy and Clarence which are treated as suburbs of Hobart. 


Note.—When work for sustenance is performed payment is made in cash. Wh 
performed sustenance orders on the various storekeepers are issued to the men. hk 


Firewood is allowed also at the rate of 2 ton fortnightly in winter, and 
every three weeks in summer, at a cost of approximately 1s. 8d. per week. 


In addition, 1 pint of milk per day is issued where there is a child under 
four years of age. 
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Attangements are made with Municipal Councils whereby men ia receipt 
of sustenance perform a certain number of hours work each week and receive 
payment in cash. The Council is reimbursed the wages paid by submitting a 
claim to the Social Services Department. The work to be provided by such 
Councils to be in addition to that which would ordinarily be undertaken. 
The Councils not to reduce the annual votes for works because of the extra 
items, also not to displace any permanent employees. The men to be 
employed at the basic rate of pay, for a sufficient number of hours each 
week to cover the amount of sustenance authorized by the Department. 
The Councils to provide supervision, tools and equipment; also material 
required for the work. 


(vii) Federal Capital Territory —The original practice of granting rations 
was changed to a scheme of payment of the equivalent cash to that 
previously received in food value. The scale of sustenance per week, 
and the earnings under the scheme now in operation are shown below :— 


Scale of Maximum 

Family Unit. Sustenance Earninga 

per week. Allowed.* 

oak s. a. 

Single person ae ei an 6 5 = 34 0 

Manand wife .. 5 ve g I0 55 80 0 

Man, wife and one child .. a I5 Io a 80 0 

Man, wife and 2 or 3 children bs 20 6 <=, « LOARSO 
Man, wife and 4 or 5 children Me 24 6 +. 126° ol) 

Man, wife and 6 children .. iS 24 II os) 72820 

Men, wifeand 7 children .. Pe 28 3 <2 195) 40 

Man, wife and 8 children .. 5 28 8 Go 2LG IO 


(a2) r49s. for 5 children. 


The earnings are taken over a period of four weeks, and no relief is 
granted when they exceed the amounts mentioned during such period taken 
as 8 whole. 


Relief work is granted on the basis of one week in three for a married 
man and one in five for a single man. 


(viii) Northern Territory—Rations. are issued only to sick persons, 
women and children, and to the aged and infirm. Married men are required to 
perform work to the value of 25s. (approximately 1} days) per week and 
single men to the value of I5s. (approximately 1 day) per week. Relief is 
restricted to persons who were residing continuously in the Territory for three 
years prior to the date of application. Concessions are granted in regard to 
such matters as hospital treatment, burials, fares out of Territory, repatriation 
of aged Chinese, &c. 


g. Unemployment Relief Funds.—(i) Commonwealth—-The Com- 
monwealth Government made available to the States in 1929-30 from the 
Federal Aid Roads Account the sum of £1,000,000, appropriated by Act No. 
55 of 1930, for the relief of unemployment ; and further supplemented this 
amount by £750,000 in 1930-31 ; £304,000 in 1931-32; £1,156,000 (from 
Loans) in 1932-33 ; and £300,000 (from Loans) in 1933-34. Other references 
appear in section 7 (11) ante. 

* Per period of four weeks. 
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(ii) New South Wales.—The receipts and expenditure in eter 
the Unemployment Fund in this State during the years 1930-31 60 19 
were 23 follow :— 


Receipts. Expoiditure. 
Year. £ = ; 
1930-31 ite 4,377,835 ee 4,357,0 2 
1931-32 oe 6,042,256 = Ba oeed 
1932-33 ee 6,736,923 ai oe 
1933-34 : 5,274,475 = 1,907,503 


(iii) Victoria.—The following statement shows the receipts ond 
expenditure from the Unemployment Relief Fund for the years 1930-31 to 


1933-34 :— 


Receipts. Expenditure. 

Year. £ £ ‘ 
1930-31 to 1,238,504 7” 1,343,281 
agate - 1,545,715 7 1,650,493 
1932-33 a 1,817,548 7 2,838,084 
1033734 . 1,710,552 1,804,499 


Allowing for adjustments in respect of earlier years, the total expenditure 
on Unemployment Relief to 30th June, 1934, was £9,041,053. 

(iv) Queensland—The receipts and expenditure in connexion with the 
Unemployment Relief Fund for the years 1930-31 to 1933-34 were as 
follow :— 


Receipta. Expendituze. 
Year. £ £ 
1930-31 ie 702,640 i 700,112 
1931-32 of 1,089,645 an 1,200,674 
1932-33 ae 1,806,010 es 1,771,111 
1933-34 - 1,967,942 os 1,903,888 


(v) South Australia—There is no special unemployment taxation in this 
State. The moneys required for the relief of unemployment are provided 
from General Revenue. In addition the Minister may issue licences to 
charitable organizations to raise money for the relief of unemployment 
in their districts. The total expenditure on Unemployment Relief 
(excluding Children’s Welfare and Public Relief) during 1930-31 was 
£716,244; during 1931-32, £852,059; during 1932-33, £622,331; and 
during 1933-34, £534,418.* 

(vi) Western Australia—Special unemployment taxation is not levied 
in this State. Amounts required for sustenance and general relief of 
destitution are provided by the Government from Consolidated Revenue. 
In 1930-31 sustenance payments amounted to £436,146 and expenditure on 
relief works to £149,455, and in 1931-32, expenditure on sustenance was 
£643,996 and on relief works £1,202,547. In 1932-33 expenditure on 
sustenance amounted to £346,956 (of which £149,833 was for sustenance 
work) and on reproductive relief work to £775,131. In 1933-34 the 
expenditure from Revenue was £232,192, representing £176,203 for rations 
and lodging ; £49,239 on sustenance work ; £2,274 for grants to institutions ; 
and £4,476 on firewood and miscellaneous. 


(vil) Tasmania.—Receipts for the relief of unemployment are now 
obtained from a special tax and a tax on wages, the amount received in 





* Expenditure of £108,980 by Public Relief Department on S e to Destitute, prob 
Unemployment Relief. ter Department on Sustenanc probably also 
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1933-34 being £215,000. An estimate of the amounts expended for the 
last four years on relief work and sustenance for the unemployed is given 
below. 


Year, 1930-31. Year, 1931-32. Year, 1932-33. Year 1933-34. 

£ £ £ £ 
From Revenue .. 51,800 .. 70,000 .. 69,892 .. 168,350 
From Loans See 855500 me 40, 000M ee OD uA7. ae. 56,106 


The amount of £168,350 for 1933-34 consisted of £83,639 for relief works 
and £84,711 for sustenance (wages and provisions). 


(vii) Federal Capital Territory.—There is no special taxation for the relief 
of unemployment, but the Commonwéalth Government credited a Trust 
Fund with £15,000 at the end of 1931-32, in addition to meeting its ordinary 
obligations for relief from revenue, special loans, &c. The expenditure in 
1932-33 amounted to £67,580, and a substantial amount of relief was 
also provided from the Additions-New Works Estimates as well as the 
General Maintenance Estimates. The expenditure in 1933-34 amounted 
to £2,738 on the alleviation of distress including ration relief and £1,473 
on relief works, but in addition the ordinary revenue and loan votes for 
Additions, New Works, Buildings, ete., provided work for the unemployed, 
but the amount spent in this way is not readily available. 


(ix) Northern Territory—Special funds are provided for unemployment 
relief in the estimates of expenditure for the Territory. The expenditure 
In 1932-33 was £10,828, and for 1933-34, £7,324. 


(x) Loan Hxpenditure—tIn addition to expenditure from ordinary 
Tevenue, a large amount was also expended in the various States from Loan 
funds, but owing to the complication of moneys being advanced by the 
Commonwealth to the States; expenditure by the Commonwealth in the 
States ; and the difficulty of stating the extent to which the ordinary Loan 
programmes of the States relieved unemployment, it is almost impossibie 
to publish satisfactory figures for the past four years, 1930-31 to 1933-34. 
The total amount expended from Loan appropriations by all States for 
the relief of unemployment in 1933-34, has been estimated at £11,994,260, 
but this amount is subject to the complications mentioned above. In addition, 
the Commonwealth Government made available £300,000 for assistance 
to the States. The Gross Loan Expenditure on Works, &c., less Revenue 
deficits, &c., by the States amounted to £19,660,000, and the Commonwealth 
£224,000, but the most that can be claimed for such expenditure in this 
connexion is that had it been curtailed on the grounds of financial stringency, 
unemployment would have been greater. 


ro. Numbers in Receipt of Sustenance.—The number of persons in 
receipt of relief in its various forms cannot be accurately determined, but 
the following statement shows the numbers in receipt of or working for 
sustenance in the various States at the 30th June, 1934 :— 


State. 

New South Wales “a we a. 92,092 
Victoria nie = i 4} 26,966 
Queensland .. 5c se Ae 30,592 
South Australia or = a2 17,994 
Western Australia i ais = 1,309 
Tasmania .. 58 a ee 1,703 
Territories .. ae Be are 849 

Total cr as .. 171,505 





The above figures are exclusive of dependants as complete figures are not available for all 
States and Territories. 
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In addition to the above, large numbers of workers were engaged = 
“relief ” works, mostly on a “‘ rotational ” system, either directly ae. 
by the various governments or through local government authorities. + - s 
cost was made a charge against the ordinary votes for works meee re 
and loan appropriations, it has not been possible to secure satisiactory 
information in regard to the actual numbers involved. 


§ 3. State F ree Employment Bureaux. 


x. General.—There is considerable diversity in the scope of the several 
State Employment Bureaux, as well as in the methods adopted for registra- 
tion of applicants for employment. Information in regard to these Bureaux 
was published in Labour Report, No. 19. Details were given concerning 
systems of registration of applicants for employment, selection of applicants 
for vacant positions, granting sustenance and food relief,and other matters. 
In Labour Report No. 20, particulars relating to the organization of the 
State Free Labour Bureaux in the several States were given. 


The work of the State Employment Bureaux greatly increased in 1930 
owing to the abnormal amount of unemployment. The peak number of 
applications for work was, however, received in the first quarter of 1931. 
Skilled and semi-skilled workers, who in the past had not availed themselves 
of the services of the Bureaux, registered for relief work, as there was 
little prospect of employment in their usual occupations. Special legislation 
in 1930 for the relief of unemployment provided that registration at the 
Bureaux was essential before relief work or sustenance could be obtained, 
and resulted in increased registrations for employment. 


2. Applications and Positions Filled.—The following table shows the 
number of applications for employment and from employers received at the 
State Free Labour Bureaux in the various States in the years 1929 to 1933. 
The number of positions to which workpeople were sent is also shown. ‘The 
figures relating to applications for employment received do not, however, 
necessarily represent the number of individuals applying for employment, 
since the same persons may apply more than once in the twelve months :— 


Siate Free Employment Bureaux.—Summary, Australia. 


—oCUNIeeGc0nheae==eae=e=e=esee__ een kee 











Applications for Applications from 
Year. “&mployment Employers received. Positions flied. 
received. (a) 
1929 aie oe Ase 310,752 972,721 71,806 
1930 ee as on 668,506 143,219 154,923 
1931 sc 56 a0 838,481 104,353 129,451 
1932 2° ae ate 741,224 124,553 137,044 
1933 ie 50 le 671,175 183,052 192,772 





—_—_————————— 
ee 


(a) Exclusive of Tasmania. 
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3. Details for each State—The next table shows the number of 
applications for employment and from employers, and the number of positions 
filled in each State in the year 1933 :— 

State Free Employment Bureaux.—Summary, 1933. 








Applications for 











State. Ate Applications from 
Maployment Employers received Positions filled. 
————— 1 

New South Wales .. Fs 197,068 131,037 130,717 
Victoria .. se ee 84,573 20,370 20,370 
Queensland : 36 ee 122,487 20,117 20,117 
South Australia .. 237,580 5,701 5,701 
Western Australia é 109,882 5,827 5,827 
Tasmania .. ed ae | 9,585 (a) 10,040 
Total | 671,175 | 183,052(5) 192,772 

(a) Particulars not available. (0) Kxclusive of Tasmania, 





4. Details in Industrial Groups.—The next table gives details for the 
years 1932 and 1933 in industrial groups :— 


Stats Free Employment Bureaux.—Summary, Industrial Groups, Australia. 











1932. 1933. 
Industrial Group. 
Applications Ample tons Applications Appcso 
for Employ- S Poritiona |for Employ- ome Positions 
ent Employers filled ment Employers filled 
received Teceived. received received. . 
: ( . (a) 
I, Wood, Furniture, 
Sawmill, Timber 
Workers, etc. .. 7,872 666 851 7,078 8 Or 
It. Engineering, Metal : 7 9 
Works, etc. .. 25,92 1,096 22,335 1,0 1,596 
iit. Rood, Drink, : a 4 a a 
‘obacco, etc. .. 7,176 611 81 6,523 898 1,278 
Iv. eee read z 2 y 
oots,etc. .. 5,561 2,118 2,212 5,135 ,080 124 
Vic Books, Printing, 3 : 
etc. .. ae 1,388 60 1,307 66 7 
VI. soe Manufac- a 2 
turing =: 7,07 1,756 1,827 6,432 2,581 3,007 
VI. Building +s $0,593 3,993 5,217 45,812 5,868 7,854 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, 
ete. .. ee 3,252 594 731 2,095 87 922 
IX. Rail and Tram : 
Services 3A 208,455 7,755 7,715 187,605 12,397 12,508 
X. Other Land Trans- 
ort 53 8,561 3,972 3,878 7:752 5,838 5,852 
XI. sulnping, a 
abour, etc. .. 343 135 361 133 139 
XII. Pastoral, Agricul- 
tural, Rural, etc. 32,055 10,045 10,438 30,126 15,763 16,012 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, 
etc. .. sis 21,238 5,575 4,696 19,031 8,193 8,245 
XIV. General Labour 
and Miscel- 
laneous = 361,731 86,6890 97,369 328,683 125,404 131,255 
Total .. 741,224 124,553 137,044 671,175 183,052 192,772 


(a) Exclusive of Tasmania, 


As pointed out previously, the work of the Bureaux in the various States 
is not on uniform lines. For example, in States in which Government 
Departments obtain workers from the Labour Bureaux, the numbers of 
workers are larger in comparison than in the same groups in States which 
do not adopt this practice. Moreover, special provisions for female workers 
are not made in all States. 
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The majority of the workers sent to employment by State Employment 
Bureaux in 1933 were unskilled men, the number of general labourers 
and miscellaneous workers (Group XIV.) being 131,255, 0F 68 per cent., of the 
total number provided with work. Domestic workers (Group XII1.), and 
pastoral and agricultural labourers (Group XII.), were sent to employment 
in comparatively large numbers during the year. The number of skilled 
workers for whom positions were found was not large. As a general rule 
ekilled workers do not register at the Bureaux until they have exhausted 
the usual avenues for obtaining employment. The majority of the workers 
who apply are unskilled, although skilled workers when they find that there 
is no employment in their own trade register for unskilled work, and for this 
reason the above does not represent an unimpeachable picture of the relative 
position of unemployment in the various industria] groups. 

5. Quarterly Applications for Employment.—The following table shows 
the number of applications for employment registered in each State in 
each of the quarters specified. A marked increase in the number of 
registrations occurred in 1930 and 193t. In the four quarters of 1929 
the number of applications for employment remained fairly constant, 
but in the succeeding quarters the depressed state of trade and industry 
was shown by the increasing numbers of workpeople registering at the 
Bureaux for employment and sustenance. The number of registrations 
increased in each quarter of 1930 and reached its peak in the first quarter 
of 1931. 

State Free Employment Bureaux—Rezistrations for Employment. 























New | 
Queens- South Western 5 All 
Period. cou Victoria. land. Australla. | Australia. Tasmania. States. 
1929. 
1st Quarter a 18,668 8,668 25,630 16,541 3,381 554 73,442 
andi, 29 18,918 11,187 23,494 17,733 3,610 | 968 73.910 
ard 4 an 17,901 10,731 27,200 19,801 7,131 929 83,693 
4th » . 17,137 8,955 28,233 20,574 4,006 802 795707 
1930. 
1st Quarter oi 27,715 10,180 29,120 22,009 5,263 1,11 8 
andr nn ne §1,769 31,085 29,697 29,101 7,926 1,785 13363 
ad ae 82.575 32,506 28,310 43,389 14,364 5,178 | 206,322 
ath ” oo 88,069 34,085 35,065 48,832 5,229 3,543 215,423 
1931. 
1st Quarter aa 84,242 36,344 40,957 62,269 6,008 3,727 2 
and as . 79,344 34,589 32,037 69,144 5,068 2,927 ate 
grd " . 60,367 26,140 23,981 72,307 16,937 2,501 202,233 
4th, a 54,899 21,021 30,744 74,029 4,507 3,392 188,594 
1932. 
rst Quarter st 59,723 23.458 38,637 69,349 6,154 by 
andy .. | 36,735 | 22,603 | 33,672 | 72,066 8.775 eed epee eo 
Ardimesy a 44,983 17,447 35,785 972,924 21,866 3,567 | 196,574 
ath sy, +. 32,850 37,724 37,141 63,328 12,529 2,824 166,396 
1933. 
1st Quarter oo 59,347 21,543 34,619 61,123 | 2,151 
2nd he ua 52,516 23,386 30,503 60,872 2,576 
3rd iy 36 48,458 23,071 28,400 61,299 2,598 
4th sy . 36,747 16,573 28,965 54,286 2,260 








§ 4. Industrial Accidents. 


x. Source of Information.—The following tables have been compiled 
from monthly and quarterly returns received from the Chief Ins an 
of Factories, the Chief Inspectors of Machinery, and from oiler 
Lift, and Scaffolding Inspectors in the several States. Inthe Annual Reports 
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issued by the State Departments, special sections are published relating to 
accidents in industrial undertakings. Reference to these Reports will 
afford more detailed information. The appreciative thanks of the Bureau 
are extended to the officials of the various State Departments, including 
the officials of the Mining Departments, who very kindly supplied the 
summarized returns shown hereunder. 


2. Number of Accidents Reported.—The following table shows the 
number of accidents reported in each State in the years 1929 to 1933 :— 
Industrial Accident.—Number, 1923 to 1933. 











Particulars. N.S.W. Vic, Q'land. S.A W.A Tas Total 

1929 Fic 65 20 15 | 10 I 16 137 

1930 an 51 10 15 I 20 7 104 

Ko. of Fatal Accidents { 1931... 41 t4 5 6 18 8 92 
1932 Bs 56 9 8 3 21 | 6 193 

1933 aie 54 17 9 2 26 8 116 

1929 .. |(@)6,061 655 325 26. ° 6 FOL 

Ro. of Accidents inca-| 1930 ~=—..._ |,, 5,586 531 230 ang os os lets 
pacitating for over< 1931 .. |,, 4,307 398 278 182 430 54 5,640 
14 days 1932 mertes: 4.0K5 441 235 123 392 93 5.899 
1933. ++ {s) 5,337 558 232 134 561 76 6,898 


(a) Vide remarks below. 


In 1933, deaths from industrial accidents exceeded those for the previous 
year in all States with the exception of New South Wales and South Australia. 
The number of non-fatal accidents increased in New South Wales, Victoria, 
South Australia and Western Australia, but decreased in the other States. 


The large number of accidents recorded in New South Wales in the lest 
five years was due to an amendment of the Act which provided that all 
accidents which prevented workers from returning to work within seven 
days must be reported. Figures for this State are, therefore, not exactly 
comparable with those for other States. Further, the definition of a non- 
fatal accident is not on uniform lines in all States. 


3. Accidents in Industrial Groups.—The next table gives the number 
of accidents in industrial groups in Australia in 1933. 


Industrial Accidents.—Number in Industrial Groups, Australia, 1933. 


Incapacitating for 








Industrial Group. Fatal. over 14 days. (3) 
I. Wood, Furniture, etc. .. 8 376 
II. Engineering, etc. 6 g9t 
WI. Food, Drink, ete. 2 701 
IV. Clothing, Hats, ete. I 423 
V. Books, Printing, etc. r 265 
VI. Other Manufacturing 8 1,622 
VII. Building and Scaffolding 3 II 
VIII. Mining oP ae (a) 82 (a) 2,335 
IX. Lifts 4 9 
X. Miscellaneous I 165 
Total .. Ne 116 6,898 





a) Includes accidents reported by Chief Inspectors of Factories as having occurred in ore-dressing 
aa and metallurgical works as follows :—5 fatal, 1339 non-fatal in New South Wales, x non-fatal 
in Western Australia and 3 non-fatal in Tasmania. 

(b) Vide remarks above. 
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The largest number of accidents both fatal and non-fatal faite in 
the mining and allied industries, the percentage being 71 for pee 34 
for non-fatal on the respective totals recorded for all industrial accidents. 


Three fatal accidents occurred in connexion with building and scaffolding, 


‘ in ay yes hers 
and four deaths were due to lift accidents. Twenty-six fatal, and 4378 
non-fatal accidents were reported in the manufacturing industries, and QgT 
of the total occurred in the engineering and metal-working group. 


4. Mining Accidents.—(i) Sources of Information.—Information repard- 
ing mining accidents is obtained from the Departments of Mines in the 
respective States, except as regards accidents occurring In smelting and 
metallurgical works which are registered as factories and are under the 


jurisdiction of the Chief Inspectors of Factories. 





(ii) Classification.—The following tables give particulars of mining 
accidents reported to the Mines Departments, and in regard to accidents in 
ore-dressing, smelting and metallurgical works to Inspectors of Factories in 
each State in the year 1933. 


Mining Accidents.—Classification according to Causes, 1933.(a) 
A.—Fatal Accidents. 








Cause of Accident. N.S.W.| Vic. | Q'land.; S.A. W.A. | Tas. | Total. 


METALLIFEROUS MINES. 


3. Below Ground— 


Accidents caused by Explosives 2 I Ae 11 14 
a 7 Falls of Ground 8 4 3 I 3 19 
" 1 Falling down 
shafts, etc. .. I 2 2 5 
Other Accidents an I 2 I 7 IL 
2. Above Ground— 
Accidents caused by machinery in 
motion oo oe oD i ‘Ka I 
Other Accidents oo SE 5 1 I 7 
3. Accidents In Batterles, Ore-dressing, Smolt- 
ing and other Metallurgical Works, etc. | 5 I I I 8 


4 Quarries, Brick and Clay Pits, etc. 


~ 
~ 


COAL MINES. 


t. Below Ground— 
Accidents caused by Mine Explosions 
(Fire Damp, etc.) ate s9 
Accidents caused by Explosives 
(Dynamite, etc.) a4 a0 
Accidents caused by Falls of Earth.. 
Other Accidents on ae 





NX 
rap 
» 
bs ee 
Cs 
~ 
mo 


s. Abeve Ground -- 
Accidents caused by Machinery in 
Motion “10 


- we I 
Other Accidents oie 36 3 : : 
Total oo er ae 34 II 7 2 22 6 82 





(a) The figures relating to mining accidents do not in all cases correspond wyth those bli 
by the States Mines Departments, the discrepancies being partly due to the fact that accidents churros 
eertain metallurgical works and quarries are not included in the figures issued by the Mines Departmenta 
and partly to the lack of uniformity regarding the definition of a non-fatal accident. B 
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Mining Accidents.—Classification according to Causes, 19383—continwed. 
B.—Non-fatal Accidents Incapacitating for over 14 days. 


ies 




















Cause of Accident. N.S.W.| Vic. | Q’land., S.A W.A. | Tas. | Total 
(a) (0) 
| 
WETALLIFEROUS MINES, 
2. Below Ground— 
Accidents caused by Explosives I I II 14 
“ a Falis of Ground a 2 4 14 28 
a s Falling down 
shafts, etc. .. 4 4 I 9 
Other Accidents On an 3 X 27 I 233 28 293 
2. Above Ground— 
Accidents caused by machinery ap 
motion . . 4 ae a 2 13 I 20 
Other Accidents =e An 13 bd 16 8 55 9 102 
s. Accidents In Batteries, Cre-drassing, Smelt- 
Ing and other Metailurgical,Works, etc.| 1,339 I 42 84 28 7 | 1,501 
4 Quarriss, Brick and Clay Pits, etc. 6 3 9 
z COAL MINES. 
1. Below Ground— 
Accidents caused by Mine Explosions 
(Fire Damp, etc.) 2 a 
Accidents caused by Explosives 
(Dynamite, etc.) 7 2 I te z te 11 
Accidents caused by Falls ot Earth « 15 6 24 oe 37 3 85 
Other Accidents on : 23 19 56 oe 134 2 225 
a. Above Ground— 
Accidents caused a eunerys in 
Motion as I a 2 te I aie 4 
Other Accidents aD ae 12 ae 3 ne x7; ie 32 
Total es ri na | 33420 29 178 98 548 53 | 2,335 
(a) Complete reports not available. (6) Inclusive of 1,343 accidents reported by Chief Inspectors 


of Pactories as having occurred in ore-dressing, smelting and metallurgical works. 


Sixty-one fatal accidents occurred below ground in Australia during the 
year, as compared with 12 above ground. Fatal accidents in ore-dressing, 
emelting and metallurgical works in 1933 numbered 8, as against 57 in 
metalliferous mines, I6 in coal mines and I in quarries and brick and clay 
pits. The total number of non-fatal accidents reported by Mines Depart- 
ments and Inspectors of Factories in connexion with batteries, ore-dressing, 
smelting, etc., was 1,501. The number of non-fatal mining accidents below 
ground was 667 and above ground 158. Nine non-fatal accidents 
occurred in quarries and brick and clay pits. 
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CHAPTER IV.—ASSOCIATIONS. 


§ 1. Labour Organizations. 


x, General.—In Labour Report No. 2 an outline was given of pee 
adopted to ascertain the number of members of labour oe ae 
Australia, and tabulated results up to the end of 1912 were Incluae ee : 
the beginning of 1913 quarterly returns were obtained from @ con re 
number of trade unions, both as to membership and unemployment, oa 
these were supplemented at the end of each year by special pros iin ‘ 
the membership of those unions which, owing to the nature of t ore gs 
and industries covered, were unable to furnish quarterly unemp ihe 
returns. The following pages show the genera! situation in regard to the 
trades union movement in Australia at present, and its development 
since the year 1929. The affairs of single unions are not disclosed in the 
published results and this has assisted in securing complete ae 
The Bureau is greatly indebted to the secretaries of Trade Unions for their 
cordial co-operation in regard to the supply of information. 

The figures published in this chapter cover the years 1929 to 1933. 


Particulars for the years 1912 to 1928 will be found in preceding issues of 
the Labour Report. 


2. Trade Unions and Branches—Number and Membership, 1923 to 1933. 
—The following table gives particulars of the number of separate unions 
and branches with the number of members at the end of the years 1929 to 
1933 -— 

Trade Unions—Branches and Membership. 

















th 
Year. | N.S.W | Vic. | Q'land. | B.A. | W.A. | Tas. | rose Total. | Aust. 
NUMBER OF SEPARATE UNIONS. 

192 OF exgs 151 106 105 | 129 8x 4 771 G374 

fice AD €203 151 107 106 127 82 4 780 2362 

193K Ao €202 150 107 110 129 78 4 780 a362 

1932 33 €202 I5r 107 IIo 129 78 4 78% 4361 

1933 = e198 149 107 109 128 Bo 4 775 a350 

NUMBER OF BRANCHES. 

1929 . e598 410 315 173 189 7 Es fea 1,757 | 62,154 
1930 +. | 598 410 319 173 190 71 . 1,761 | 62,179 
1932 bn e583 408 318 17r 183 70 50 1,735 | 62,153 
1932 as 2583 406 319 X71 185 71 + 1,735 | 02,155 
1033 a e580 406 320 177 188 78 de 1,749 62,168 
ea a BU eon 

NUMBER OF MEMBERS. 
ee eee ee ee 
1929 ++ | 354,430e| 240,809| 154,627 | 69,479 | 63,619 | 17,215 989 | gor,r68 | 90x,168 
1930 >» | 343,134e] 229,322] 141,925 | 63,318 | 60,243 | 16,831 984 | 855,757 | 855,757 
1932 ++ | 315,732€) 203,956] 123,050 | 57,082 | 52,234 | 16,150 802 | 769,006 | 769,006 
1932 ++ | 314,050€| 196,989} 110,055 | 54,109 | 50,160 | 14,699 769 | 740,83 | 740,831 
1933 -+ | 303,046¢] 195,089] 121,331 | 54,197 |_ 51,399 | 13,630 705 | 739,398 | 739,398 
PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP.(d) 

1939 ae co.8 co.2 co.t c7.9 3+4 €7.3 €32.9 cl.t cI.t 
1930 a €3.2 4.8 c8.2 8.9 5.3 2.2 co.§ c5.0 c5.0 

193i ofa c8.0 cIl.t €13.3 9.9 C13.3 4.1 c18.§ cr1o,4 c1o.1 
1932 ra c0.5 €3.4 c10.6 €5.2 €4.0 c9.2 c4.1 C3.7 C3.7 

1933 tm €3.5 c1.o 10,2 0.2 2.5 C73) c8.2 co.2 co.2 





(a) Allowing for interstate duplication. The figures represent the number of distinct organizations 
and interstate groups of organizations. They do not represent the total number of organizations 
which are practically independent and self-governing (see following remarks). (6) Includes not only 
branches of separate State unions and sub-branches in each State of interstate unions, but also head 
State branches of interstate unions. (c) Decrease. (d) On preceding year. (e) Includes 15 
unions with a membership of 1,022 in the Federal Ospital Territory. 
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The types of trade unions in Australia vary greatly, and range from 
the small independent association to the large interstate organization, 
which, in its turn, may be a branch of an international union. Broadly 
speaking, there are four distinct classes of labour organizations, viz. :— 
(i) the local independent ; (ii) the State ; {iii) the interstate; and (iv) the 
Australasian or international. 


In the table just given, under the heading ‘‘ Number of Separate Unions,” 
each union represented in a State is counted once only, regardless of the 
number of branches in that State. In the total number of separate unions 
in each State (see last column but one), it is obvious that there will be dupli- 
cation in the case of interstate and similar unions, since each such unien 
is counted once in each State in which it is represented by a Branch. The 
figures in the last column, therefore, have been obtained by making due 
allowance for this duplication. 


3. Trade Unions—Industrial Groups, 1929 to 1983.—The following table 
gives the number and membership of trade unions in Australia in industrial 
groups at the end of the years 1929 to 1933. In previous Reports it was 
pointed out that the number of unions classified in Group XIV. (Miscelian- 
eous), increased considerably during the period 1918 to 1920, and a 
correspondingly large increase occurred in the membership of the 
group. During recent years many associations of employees of public and 
semi-public bodies have been organized, and such unions are now included 
in the tabulations. Public Service, municipal, banking and insurance 
associations, which were not previously recognized, are now registered under 
the provisions of Commonwealth and State Industrial Arbitration Acts, 
and are therefore classified as industria! bodies. The inclusion of these 
organizations is responsible, to a great extent, for the increase in Group 


XIV. 
Trade Unions—Industrial Groups—Australia. 





Industrial Groups. | 1929. | 1939. | 1931. | 1932. | 1933. 








NUMBER OF UNIONS(a). 








| 
Manufacturing— | 
I. Wood, Furniture, etc. aie 4 4 4 4 4 
II. Engineering, Metal Works, etc. 22 22 22 22 22 
WI. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. .. 33 g2 34 34 34 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. .. 12 12 12 12 aX 
VY. Books, Printing, etc. oe 8 9 10 | 10 10 
VI. Other Manufacturin:; oye 42 41 38 37 37 
Vil. Building aA we an 28 Of 28 28 28 28 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. .. wa 14 14 13 13 13 
IX. Railway and Tramway Services .. 31 30 29 29 29 
X. Other Land Transport .. 3B 5 5 4 4 4 
XI. Shipping, etc. .. Be ho 28 26 24 24 22 
XII. Pastoral, Agricultural, etc. ed 3 3 4 4 4 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. .. a 19 15 15 16 16 
XIV. Misceliancous— ; 
(i) Banking, Insurance and Clerical 20 20 19 19 19 
(il) Public Service ka as 50 45 46 45 45 
di} Retail and Wholesale af 7 7 7 } 7, 
(jv) Municipal, Sewerage, and 
Labouring =e a 13 13 13 3 12 
(v) Other Miscellaneous we 35 36 40 40 39 
Total ate oS aie 374a 3624 3628 36148 3560 








(a) Allowing for interstate duplication. 
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Trade Unions—Industrial Grouns—Australia—continued. 
ee a ee ee ee 


. 1933. 
Industrial Groups. 1929. 1930. 1931. 1932 93 


{ 
ie A SO See, Bd ay Meee es 2 | 


NUMBER OF MEMBER, 
pet - Wl Bpa ee) ee tel Buy elle ewe 1 Oe, en 
Manufacturing— 














27,16. 
I. Wood, Furniture, ete. Be 35,898 30,044 36/108 anaes rake: 
IJ. Engineering, Metal Works, etc. 85,425 79,081 74,3¢ eles Coes 
III. Food, Drink, Tobacco, ete. .. 73,948 73,437 63,582 ee ae 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots,etc. .. 56,300 50,625 47,797 es See 
V. Books, Printing, ete. 3 19,817 19,822 18,703 ee (ace 
VI. Other Manufacturing ne 44,693 44,742 42,553 4 ee poedae 
Vil. Building Ke ae =r 61,191 59,629 $2,042 5255 6 Baece 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, ete. .. se 43,098 42,405 36,037 aaa aes 
IX. Railway and Tramway Services .. 113,281 106,968 92,292 gt, 3 eer 
X, Other Land Transport .. Se 18,817 18,211 | 17,595 17,15 Bis 
XI. Shipping, etc. .. 45 a 38,308 38,050 36,039 32,994 oe A 
XII. Pastoral, Agricultural, ete. Fe 50,266 43,639 28,668 21,237 See 
EI. a eee; Hotels, etc. .. Or 29,767 25,504 23,651 20,993 849 
XIV. Miscellaneous— | 
(i) Banking, Insurance and Clerical 30,440 31,140 30,222 aeriee 27,884 
(i) Public Service +3 ee 795773 81,275 81,395 o, ng Dee oe 
(iii) Retail and Wholesale oA 31,887 28,859 26,630 24,953 20,4 
ty) Municipal, Sewerage an 
gk ae cutee : : fs 46,577 41,027 32,541 30,639 39007 
(v) Other Miscellaneous 2 43,082 } 42,399 38,374 35,221 41,07 
Total * wa oe 901,168 | 855,757 769,006 740,831 739,398 








4. Trade Unions—Number of Male and Female Members and 
Percentage to Total Employees.—{i} States 1933. The census of 1g2t 
showed the percentage of male and female employees (i.e., persons “in 
receipt of wages or salary,” and persons “ unemployed ”), 20 years of age 
and over, on the total male and female population, and by applying these 
percentages to the estimated total male and female population at 31st 
December, 1933, an estimate of the number of adult employees of each sex 
in that year was obtained. These figures will, naturally, be subject to 
modification when the necessary particulars have been compiled from the 
census of 1933. 


The following table shows separately for males and females and for each 
State (a) the number of members of trade unions ; (8) the estimated number 
of employees of each sex 20 years of age and over in all professions, trades, 
and occupations ; and (c) the percentage of the former (a) on the latter (b) 
at the end of the year 1933. The estimated number of employees includes 
all persons (over the age specified) in receipt of wages or salary, as well as 
those unemployed, and therefore embraces a large number of adults who 
are not eligible for membership of any trade union (such as certain persons 
employed in professional occupations) as well as others who, while eligible 
for membership so far as the nature of their trade or occupation 1s concerned, 
do not reside in a locality which is covered by any union devoted to their 
particular trade or occupation. Moreover, the age at which persons are 
eligible for membership varies in different unions, The census results are 
classified in quinquennial age groups, and age 20 years is taken as 
approximating to the age of admission to membership. A line has been 


added to show the estimated numbers of “junior” workers under 20 years 
of age. 
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Trade Unions—Nuomber of Miale and Female Members, and Percentage to Total 
Employees, 1933. 






































Particulars, N.S.W.| Vic. "lan Nthn. | Aug 
(a) Q'land.| S.A. W.A. | Tas. T'tory.| tralia. 
MALES. 
t 
Bence No. of Adult Employees 
20 years of age and over) .. |546,710|352,710 |193,110 | 113,080] 95,670] 41,160] x,850|1,344,290 
No. of Members of Unions L. [262144 1156,437 |103,079 | 47,393| a4.s05| x1.134 674| 626,266 
Percentage of Members on Esti- | an saiteese Mee eae 
mated No. Adult Employees 47.9 | 44.4 53.8 41.9 46.5 27ar 36.4 46.6 
Junior Workers (under 20) ++ | 95,010) 69,110) 35,620) 22,430 17,510| 9,170 160} 249,010 
FEMALES. 
Estimated No. of Adult Employees 
(20 years of age and over) .. | 121,660] 105,650} 41,010] 26,070] 18,130] 8,830 I50] 321,500 
No. of Members of Unions oe 40,902] 38,652| 17,352} 6,804] 6,894] 2,496 32) 113,132 
Percentage of Members on Esti- 
mated Nc. Adult Employees .. 33.6 36.6 42.3 26.1 38.0 | 28.3 DLE 35.2 
Junior Workers (under 20) oe 52,740] 44,020] 19,030] 12,640 1270) 420) 50} I41,960 
TOTAL. 
Estimated No. of Adult Employees 
(20 years of age and over) .. | 668,370} 458,360] 234,120] 139,150] 113,800] 49,990] 2,000}1,665,790 
No. of Members of Unions - + | 303,046) 195,089] 121,331] 54,197} 51,399] 13,630 796} 739,398 





Percentage of Members on Esti- 
mated No. Adult Employees 4503 42.6 51.8 38.9 45.2 27.3 35.3 444 
Junior Workers (under 20) «- | 147,750] 113,130] 54,650] 35,070) 26,780] 13,380 210} 390,970 














(a) Inclusive of Federal Capital Territory. 


(ii) Australia,.—Similar particulars for Australia for the five years 1929 
to 1933 are given in the next table. 


Trade UWnions—Number of Malo and Female Members and Percentage to Total 
Employees—Australia. 





Particulars. | 1929. | 1930. | 1931. | 1932. | 31933. 





MALES. 





Estimated Number of Adult apie 


(20 years of age and over) , .. | 1,302,400 | 1,313,000 | 1,322,000 | 1,330,000 | 1,344,290 
Number of Members of Unions .. 774,03% 735,797 656,105 630,688 626,266 
Percentage of Members on Estimated 

No, Adult Employees = ‘ 59-4 56.0 49.7 47.4 46.6 
Junior Workers (under 20) bea cid 241,400 243,400 244,850 246,500 249,010 
nee oS 

FEMALES. 


ee 
Estimated Number of Adult Buployess 


(20 years of age and over) Or s 308,200 311,600 314,600 317,250 321,500 
Number of Members of Unions .. 127,137 119,990 112,901 110,143 113,132 
Percentage of Members on Estimated 

No. Adult Employees : = 41.3 38.5 35-9 34-7 35.2 
Junior Workers (under 20) ae 0 136,000 ae 500 138,870 139,980 141,960 
ee 

TOTAL. 








Estimated Number of Adult Employees 


(20 years of age and over) aa .. | 1,610,600 | 1,624,600 1,635,600 1,647,250 1,665,790 
Number of Members of Unions .. : gor,163 855,757 769,006 740,831 739,398 
Percentage of Members on Hatimated No. 

Adult Employees... é 3 56.0 52.7 47.0 45.0 44.4 
Junior Workers (under 20) aA gs 377,400 380,900 383,720 386,480 390,970 





5. Trade Unions—Classification according to Number of Members, 1929 
- to 1933,—The following table shows the number and membership of all 
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trade unions in Australia for the years 1929 to 1933 inclusive, ee 
according to size. In this table interstate unions are counted once 
only :— 

Trade Unions—Classification according to Number of Members—Australia. 


te) 

10,000 | 5,000 | 2,000 | 1,000 | 500 300 200 | 100 5 

Classifi- | and and and and and and and | and and vase Fotal. 

cation. | over. | under] under | under | under | under | under | under | ua ae . 
10,000.| §,000. | 2,000. | 1,000. | 500. 300, 200, 100. 





NUMBER OF UNIONS. 
US ee 


3 6 374 
4929... 26 15 37 45 47 28 34 49 37 5 
1930 .. 28 a 39 41 | 43 33 30 48 35 57 a 
1932 .. 26 10 35 42 51 29 23 - pe Sas 
1992%. 5 2 ¥ 8 8 47 30 24 
3 ; ; 2 46 30 26 52 30 59 356 


1933 .- 23 15 38 37 


ae 





MEMBEREEIP. 





—— 


2 8 
1929 .. | 556,447| 98,868] 717,834 Pe 33,720| 10,831] 8,273 | 7,061 2,60% 1,525 | 901,16 
1930 .. | $43,235} 57,939|133,496| 58,476] 31,726] 12,786] 7,030 | 7,007 | 2,485 | 1,577 | 855,757 


1931 .. | 454,636] 69,163|122,659| 58,616] 36,779] 11,052] 5,485 | 7,470 | 2,564 | 1,582 | 769,006 
1932 .. | 392,095] 102,843 128,801 53,784] 34,331| 11,410} 6,269 7,189 | 2,477 1,632 | 740,831 
1933 -+ | 394,974] 108,667] 123,604] 49,399] 33,779] 11,539] 6,341 | 7,400 | 2,223 | 1,472 | 739,398 





PERCENTAGE ON TOTAL MEMBEREHIP. 





3929 .. 61.7 II.0 13.1 Zot a7. Pog) 0.9 0.8 0.3 0.2 100.0 

3930 ,. 63.5 6.8 15.6 6.8 S27 1.5 0.8 0.8 0.3 0.2 100.0 

193r .. §9.1 9.0 15.8 70: 4.8 rod 0.7 1.0 0.4 0.2 100.0 

1992 ., §2.9 13.9 17.4 7.3 4.6 Vins 0.9 r.0 0.3 0,2 100.0 

1933 «. 5364 reg | ea Cele 6.7 Aes ZA 0.9 I.0 0.3 0.2 100.0 
{ 





In the last part of the preceding table the percentage which the 
membership in each group bears to the total membership of all groups is 
given for the years 1929 to 1933. The tendency towards closer organization 
is evidenced by the fact that though membership of trade unions has increased 
since 1912 by 71 per cent., the number of unions having less than 2,000 
members has considerably decreased, viz., from 360 to 280. 


6. Interstate or Federated Trade Unions.—The following table gives 
particulars regarding number and membership of interstate or federated 
trade unions having branches in two or more States. The figures include 
interstate unions registered under the Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, as well as federated unions which are not so registered :— 


Interstate or Federated Trade Unions—Number and Membership. 








UNIONS OPERATING IN— 








PARTICULARS. —  _]} Toran 
2 States. | 3 States. | 4 States. | 5 States. |6 States.(a) 
1929... 19 13 16 20 111 
1930 .. 18 15 16 19 ee IIr 
Number of Unions ROSE Wee 19 14 18 23 4r TI5 
1932 .. aI 12 19 23 41 116 
MCEG) oa 20 12 19 21 43 115 
1929... 26,055 53,967 | 107,030 208,721 | 352,765 | 748,538 
1930... 24,699 63,103 99,861 183,30 7, 6 28, I 
Number of Members{ 1931... 23,992 59,110 93,736 ahaa ie pee 
1932... 31,950 43,491 92,518 182,540 | 261,835 612,334 
1933 .. 31,792 33,609 99,293 183,227 | 264,319 612,240 


(a) Certain unions in this group have, in addition to b: ches 
in the Northern Territory and in the Federal Capital Werritory: Sate tie 
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The number of organizations operating in two or more States has increased 
from 72 in I9I2 to I15 in 1933, and the percentage of the membership of 
such organizations on the total membership of all organizations has risen 
from 65 per cent. to 83 per cent. during the same period. 


7. Central Labour Organizations.—In each of the capital cities, as well 
as in a number of other industrial centres, delegate organizations, consisting 
of representatives from a group of trade unions, have been established. Their 
revenue is raised by means ofa per capita tax on the members of each afhliated 
union. In the majority of the towns where such central organizations exist, 
most of the local unions are affiliated with the central organization, which 
is usually known as the Labour or Trades Hall Council, or the Labour 
Federation. In Western Australia a unified system of organization extends 
over the industrial centres throughout the State, and there is a provincial 
branch of the Australian Labour Party, having a central council and 
executive, and metropolitan and branch district councils to which the local 
bodies are affiliated. The central council, on which all district councils are 
represented, meets periodically. In the other States, however, the organiza- 
tion is not so close, and though provision usually exists in the rules of the 
central council in the capital city of each State for the organization of district 
councils, or for the representation on the central council of the local councils 
in the smaller industrial centres of the State, the councils in each State are, 
as a matter of fact, independent bodies. The table hereunder gives the 
number of metropolitan and district or local labour councils, together with 
the number of unions and branches of unions affiliated therewith in cach 
State at the end of the years 1929 to 1933. 


Central Labour Organizations—-Number, and Branch Unions Affiliated. 












































Particulars. N.S.W.| Vic. Bae S.A. | W.A. | Tas. |N.Ter.| F.C.T. | Total. 

1929 .. 3 5 4 2 9 2 = 26 

1930 .. 3 5 5 2 9 2 ee ae 26 

No. of Councils 4 1931 .. 3 5 6 2 9 3 ae : 29 
1932 .. 3 5 6 2 9 | 3 ve I 29 

1933 -- 3 5 6 2 9 3 i 29 

1929... 87 189 78 64 227 59 x ee 795 

Ro. eR le Baae i8 84 188 68 65 237 59 od a 701 
antares PER oc 94 175 61 60 | 208 64 ae 9} 671 
aaniiated T0340 oc 95 169 74 55 209 60 te 190 ee 
1933 -- 94 168 77 54 214 60 a5 Ir 67 








The figures regarding number of unions do not necessarily represent 
separate unions, since the branches of a large union may be affiliated with 
the local trades councils in the several towns in which they are represented. 


Between the trade union and the central organization of unions may 
be classed certain State or district councils organized on trade lines and 
composed of delegates from separate unions, the interests of the members 
of which are closely connected by reason of the occupations of their members, 
such, for example, as delegate councils of bakers, bread carters and mill 
employees, or of unions connected directly or indirectly with the metal 
trades, or with the building trades. 
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A Central Labour Organization, called the Australasian Couns a 
Trade Unions, came into being during 1927. The Council was ee oe 
function on behalf of the Trade Unions of the Commonwealth, ALC 
founded at an All-Australian Trade Union Congress, held in ee Pe 
May, 1927. The Australasian Council is based on the Metropolitan aoe 
end Labour Councils in each State, such bodies having the right to teen 
two representatives to act on the Executive of the Council. In ee a 
to the representatives from the Metropolitan Councils, the Executive pa 
of four officers, viz., the President, two Vice-Presidents, and a Secretary, who 
are elected by and from the All-Australian Trade Union Congress. 


The objective of the Council is the socialization of industry, 1.e., produe- 
tion, distribution and exchange. The methods to be adopted are = 
(a) The closer. organization of the workers by the transformation of the 
Australian Trade Union Movement from the Craft to an Industrial basis 
by the establishment of one Union in each industry ; (6) the consolidation 
of the Australasian Labour Movement with the object of unified control, 
administration, and action ; (c) the centralized control of industrial disputes ; 
and (d) educational propaganda among Unions. 


The A.C.T.U. is the first interstate body in Australia with authority to 
deal with industrial matters of an interstate character affecting the Trade 
Union movement generally. It is also the body responsible for choosing the 
Australian Workers’ delegate to the Annual International Labour Conference 
at Geneva. 


8. Organizations Registered under Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act—Under Part V. of the Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act any employer or association of employers in any industry 
who has employed not less than roo employees during six months preceding 
application for registration, and any association of not less than 100 employees 
in any industry may be registered.*, Registered unions include both inter- 
state associations and associations operating within one State only. 


At the end of the year 1933 the number of employers’ organizations 
registered under the provisions of the Act was 27, with a membership of 
approximately 20,000. At the same date the number of unions registered 
was 137, with a membership of approximately 630,000, representing 85 per 
cent. of the total membership of all trade unions in Australia. 


§ 2. Employers’ Associations. 


1. General.—Associations for trade purposes merely are not included 
in the present chapter, which deals with those associations only whose 
members are united for their own protection; and for representation in cases 
before Arbitration Courts, Wages Boards and other wage-fixing tribunals. 
Associations of employers and employees are recognized under the Common- 
wealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act as well as under several State Acts, 
and such organizations may be registered. 





° Under the Arbitration (Public Service) Act an association of less than roo employees may be 
registered as an organization, provided that ita members comprise at least three-fifths of all persona 
engaged in that industry in the Service. 
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2. Employers’ Associations in each State.—The following table gives 
particulars of the number and membership of employers’ associations in 
each State at the end of the years 1929 to 1933 :— 


Employers’ Associations. 





Year. N.S.W. | Vie. Q'land. S.A. W.A. Tas. 
































Total. 
NumpEr or Assoorarions. 
| 
1929 ae ae 146 154 80 56 | 62 29 527 
1930 60 oN 146 152 83 58 | 66 29 534 
1931 ny ate 148 | 157 85 6o | 67 30 547 
1932 * Aa 148 | 158 | 85 60 68 30 549 
TOG eh re 140 | 153 | 80 58 62 28 521 
NumsBrr or Brancues. 
1929—Cti«syx oe 921 526 191 12 301 6 | 1,957 
1930 + + 930 495 197 12) 297 7| 1,938 
1931 cad ae 906 465 197 18 | 306 7 1,899 
1932 50 oe 907 461 185 18 | 297 Io 1,878 
1933 60 te 897 508 189 15 283 8 1,905 
MEMBERSHIP. 
1929 on -» | 57,839 | 36,357 | 20,113 | 6,871 | 11,410 | 2,752 | 135,342 
1930 sje «+ | 56,430 | 37,790 | 18,791 7 2T Owl ELD 725 2,717 | 134,669 
193% oe +s | 55417 | 37,389 | 18,807 7,311 | 10,969 2,535 | 132,428 
1932 die e- | 54,005 | 37,342 | 18,929 6,656 | 10,189 2,504 | 129,625 
1933 a eae 5O53040h 37,029) | 15,721 6,452 | 10,311 2,391 132,188 





The increase in the “Number of Branches" compared with previous 
years is wholly due to the inclusion since 1927 of associations representing 
agricultural interests, while the increase in total membership is partly 
attributable to a more complete collection of statistics relating to these 
organizations. 


3. Employers’ Associations in Industrial Groups.—The figures in the 
next table refer to Australia at the end of the years 1932 and 1933. 


128 Empioyers’ ASSOoIATIONS. 


Employers’ Associations—Industrial Groups—Australis. 
___ Bamployers’ Associations—Industrial Groups—husira 




















Number of Number of Membership. 
Associations. Branches. 
Class. rn 
1932. 1933. 1932. | 1933+ 1932: ea 1933- 
Manufacturing— | 
2 ya Furniture, ie e = : ae Heme 
TI. Engineering, eto. 16 | 4 12 12 3,000 eae 
ie Pees Daler, “ete: 118 108 81 | 87 19,097 39 
. Clothing, ta, 5 
he ae - 21 20 2 2 1,890 1,739 
v.B 
hig D ae. 45 40 2 3 2,873 2,905 
VI. Other Manufac- \ 
turin, 3 51 51 2 2 3,537 Siiee 
VII. Bullding ae a 30 30 13 12 2,501 2, 37 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. 12 II BS ai 228 278 
X. Other Land Transport 19 16 aI 21 2,355 a,x7 
XI. Shipping, etc. aE 16 16 7 3 203 254 
XTI. Pastoral, Agricultural, e 
etc. ae be 47 48 1,700 1,727 74,008 77,675 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. 7 15 ¥ Ee 1,413 1,722 
XIV. Miscellaneous ae 137 132 31 32 16,553 _ 153489 
Total mes $49 521 | 1,878 1,905 129,625 132,188 








The female membership of these associations was 5,580 for 1932 and 4,927 
for 1933. 

The organization of employers is relatively strongest in the pastoral 
and agricultural industries and in the manufacture and distribution of articles 
of food and drink. In the former case there has been considerable growth 
in organization among small farmers, and in the latter the large membership 
is mainly due to the proprietors of shops purveying foodstuffs being 
members of grocers’, butchers’, and other similar associations. 


4. Employers’ Associations in Membership Groups.—The following 
table gives information in membership groups for Australia for the years 
1929 to 1933. 

Employers’ Associations—Membersbip Groups—Australia. 


500 and | 300 and | 200 and | 100 and 50 and 
ries ane under under under under under Budes Total. 
- = 1,000. 500, 300. 200, roo, Bh 








NUMBER OF ASSOCIATIONS. 














1929.. 25 18 22 18 60 80 304 527 
1930.. 4 25 21 19 19 58 78 314 534 
1931.. ae 22 20 20 21 62 73 329 547 
3932.. +. 21 24 19 2 59 71 334 549 
1933.. oo 17 25 24 22 51 2 310 521 
MEMBERSHIP. 
| 
31929.. BG 89,156 13,208 8,568 4,467 8,948 5,242 f 135,342 
1930.. aa 88,531 15,039 | 7,223 4,363 8,297 5,221 ee Tre 
2937,. siti 86,402 13,623 7,854 4,800 8,635 4,904 6,210 | 132,428 
1932... on 80,756 17,228 7,075 5.246 8,143 4,883 6,294 | 129,62 
3933.. . 791522 19,158 9,299 5,839 7,463 5,115 5,792 | 132,188 


——$—$——$— 
Se 





PERCENTAGE ON TOTAL MEMBERSHIP. 


1929.. eis 66 Io 6 

1930.. oe 66 II 5 - z 4 3 ae 
1931.. ie 65 10 6 3 7 4 5 x00 
1932.. aa 62 13 6 4 6 4 5 100 
1933... a 60 15 7 4 6 4 4 100 


Sd de ee es) 
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5. Federations of Employers’ Associations.—In addition to the 
associations in various industries, there are central associations in each 
State, to which many of these separate organizations are affiliated, 
Examples of this kind of association are provided in the Chamber of 
Manufactures, Chamber of Commerce, and Employers’ Federation in each 
State. Further, these State Associations are, in some cases, organized on 
a Federal basis, e.g., there is an Associated Chamber of Manufactures, an 
Associated Chamber of Commerce, and a Central Employers’ Association, 
to which State branches are affiliated. 

The affiliation of these associations is, however, somewhat loose as 
compared with that of the Federated Trade Unions. Whereas in the 
latter case the central body has complete control of its State branches, in 
the case of the Employers’ Associations the State body generally has complete 
independence, the central body acting in a more or less advisory capacity 
only. 

The following table gives particulars for the years 1929 to 1933, so far as 
can be ascertained, of interstate or federated associations having branches 
in two or more States :— ; 


Interstate or Federated Employers’ Associations. 





ASSOCIATIONS OPERATING IN— 


























Ymag. TOTAL. 
2 States. 3 States. 4 States. 5 States. 6 States. 
NuMBER OF ASSOCIATIONS. 
Nl 
1929 3 4 4} 10 16 37 
1930 4 3 4 12 16 39 
t931 5 4 4 | 13 19 45 
1932 5 4 | 4 13 19 45 
1933 6 4 5. 14 16 45 
MEMBERSHIP. 

1929 oc oe 201 1,066 | 594 60,729 43,166 | 105,756 
1930 . oo 1,169 339 975 61,327 43,303 | 107,113 
1931 ee oA 1,190 359 741 61,813 42,871 | 106,974 
1932 ae on 1,132 323 842 59,993 40,872 | 103,162 
1933 ae ee 1,354 290 1,118 66,144 35,299 | 104,205, 


Of the total membership of 132,188 of all employers’ associations, 79 
per cent. are organized on an interstate basis. The Pastoral, Agricultural, 
&c., section (Class XII.) is the most important in the federated sphere, 
their numbers covering no less than 59 per cent. of the total membership 
of federated organizations. The Food, Drink, &c., section (Class Hi.) and 
the Miscellaneous section (Class XIV.) are also well represented in the 
federations. 

§ 3. International Comparisons. 

1. The International Labour Conferences.—In Chapter XVII. of 
Labour Report No. 14, information was given with regard to the clauses 
in the Peace Treaty referring to labour conditions. Provision was made 
in the Treaty for the holding of International Labour Conferences, and the 
institution of the International Labour Office. The Report referred to 
also contains information regarding the activities of the Labour Office, 
together with a brief reference to the five Annual Labour Conferences which 
had then been held. A short summary of the roceedings at the Sixth 
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Conference was given in Labour Report No. 15; of the Seventh in ee 
Report No. 16; of the Eighth and Ninth in Labour Report No. 17; am 
of the Tenth in Labour Report, No. 19. ; 

The subject-matters discussed, and the names of the Australian delegates 
to the Eleventh, Twelfth, and Thirteenth Conferences appeared in Labour 
Report, No. 20, and a short summary of the proceedings, together with the 
names of the Australian delegates, at the Fourteenth session of the Inter- 
national Labour Conference held at Geneva from the roth to the 28th June, 
1930, was included in Labour Report, No. 21, while an account of the 
Fifteenth Conference was contained in Labour Report, No. 22 for 193T. 
In the last issue of this Report—No. 23 for 1932—a précis is given of the 
work of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Conferences held in 1932 and 1933. 


The Eighteenth Session of the International Labour Conference was 
held at Geneva from the 4th to 23rd of June, 1934, under the Presidency 
of Mr. Justin Godart, French Government Delegate. The Australian 
Delegation consisted of J. G. McLaren, C.M.G., B.A., Government Delegate; 
Mr. Charles Mylne McDonald, Employers’ Representative ; and Mr. John 
William Roche, Workers’ Representative. The matters dealt with covered : 
(1) Unemployment Insurance—The Draft Convention adopted provided for 
each ratifying State undertaking to establish a scheme to provide for either 
a benefit or allowance, the scheme to be either voluntary or compulsory. 
(2) Hours of Work and Rest Periods in Automatic Sheet-glass Works—A Draft 
Convention was agreed upon regulating hours in the industry. (3) Main- 
tenance of Rights of Migrant Workers—It was decided to place this on the 
agenda for the next Session. (4) Workmen’s Compensation—A Draft 
Convention was adopted adding certain diseases to the Convention of 1925. 
(5) Employment of Women on Underground Work in Mines—It was decided 
to place this question on the 1935 agenda with a view to the total prohibition 
of such work. (6) Night Work of Women—The Conference adopted a Draft 
Convention partially revising that of 1919 by excepting managerial positions 
and those not involving manual labour, and in certain cases substituting 
the interval between 11 p.m. and 6 a.m. for that between 10 p-m. and 5 a.m. 
as the period of prohibition. (7) Reduction of Hours of Work—A resolution 
was adopted requesting the International Labour Office to place this 
question on the agenda for the next Session. 

2. Unemployment.—In the following table, the percentage of unemploy- 
ment in various countries is shown for each month of the year 1933. The 
figures are obtained chiefly from the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, published 
by the League of Nations, Geneva :— 


Unemployment in various Countries during 1933. 






























































Percentage Unemployed in Month of — 
| 4 th 
Country. : & j i |e 
is Se a ee 
Slates | 2/2/53] el 4 
SS 8) Boke fee cle ae lo alee oleae Fi 
Ss © ci a | 3 E = 5 Faber 3 
. a a SS | ae eee ee 
Australia .. 2a ei ZOe a oes 25.7 | 25 a0 23.0 
5 ais < a 5 peste =e ry! : Bel ie ice 
Belgium ate + | 20.9) 19.3] 19.2) 18.8) 17.7] 15.5] 16.3 16.3] 16.1) 14.4 see 16.6 ee 
Canada... s+ | 25-5] 24.3] 25.1] 24.5] 23.8] 21.8] 21.2 19.9} 19.8] 19.8] 20.4] 21.0 22.3 
Denmark .. +> | 43-5] 42.9] 35.4] 28.6) 24.3! 2r.9| 21.7 21.4) 20.9] 23.2] 25.7] 37.5] 28.9 
Germany +: ++ | 46.2! 47.4) 52.7 46.3] 44.7] 40.3 34.0) 26.3) 22.3] 20.9 20.3} 24.7] 35.6 
nee Britain --| 18.8] 18.6] 18.0 17.1) 16.5] 15.8) 15.5] 25.3] 15.3 T§.3) X5.3)5 El) eGR 
onan a ++ | 41.8) 38.1] 30.0] 26.5] 28.7] 27.7] 27.5 29.0] 28.6] 29.1/ 29.6] 40.0] 31.4 
pee oo as ++ | 29.1) 27.8) 29.0) 24.8] 21.5] 20.8 19.8] 20.0] 19.7] 20.6] 22.7] 27.7 Petar) 
BX tzerland ++ | II.4) 12.6) 10.7] 9.6] 8.9] 8.1] 7.5 7-6) 6.9] 6.3| 6.6) 7.2] 8.5 
hited States oy 34-9} 34-0) 33.0) 33.0] 31.0] 3z.0] 31.0] 29.0 27.0} 28.0) 29.0) 28.0] 31.0 
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3. Trade Unionism in other Countries.—The following table gives 
the membership of Trade Unions in the principal countries. The informa- 
tion has been obtained from various sources, but chiefly from the 
publications issued by the International Labour Office. 


Trade Unions—Membership, Ist January, 1933. 














a ats es 
fe rganize A nize 
sa tia Worker. ogg Workers, 
Argentina .. 56 ne 265,000*! Ireland .. bs ate 153,812 
Australia .. +5 ~_ 740,831 | Italy a as «. | 3:942,551 
Austria .. ais es 645,268 | Japan . = a 307,704 
Belgium .. Sh rs 958,835 | Korea .. . Ae 123,000* 
Brazil a5 ihe we 34,854 | Latvia .. ye a5 34,384 
Bulgaria .. ri et 18,918 | Lithuania ap er 1,200* 
Canada .. tt fe 267,752 | Luxemburg Ae fs 18,516 
Ceylon .. ate ss 1i4,000 | Mexico .. ‘ uA 500,000* 
Chile ae ete ae 204,000*| New Zealand oe oo 45,000 
China ae Br .. | 2,800,000*) Norway .. x as 154,923 
Cuba xc a6 oe 20,000*| Palestine. . de aC 355389 
Czechoslovakia ae .. | 1,678,109 | Peru = rie re 25,000* 
Denmark .. st at 369,069 | Philippines oe 53 67,000* 
Dutch East Indies .. ne 32,000*} Poland .. RF = 738,899 
Egypt... = re 60,000 | Portugal .. ice * 8,830* 
Estonia .. Se Be 50,000 | Rumania. . 25 ts 27,748 
Finland .. at Be 22,429 | Russia (Soviet Union) .. |17,260,000 
France .. af .. | 1,339,700 | Spain... P «+ || L,81L2,138 
Germany .. or As 7,684,331" | Sweden .. ie .. | 711,986 
Great Britain ee .. | 3,776,433 | Switzerland oa =a 360,055 
Gresce .. a roc 779,053 | Union of South Africa oh 24,000 
Holland .. a ne 153,500 | United States “te .. | 2,582,796 
Hungary .. id ats 17,500 | Uruguay .. ha es 28,484* 
Iceland .. te ae I11,921*| Venezuela .. <a ca 36,182 
India a = By 78,801 | Yugoslavia ofS A 51,984 





* 1932. 





4. Retail Prices of Food—Various Couatries.—The following table showa the average retail prices of the chief items of food in 
the principal cities of the countries specified. The prices have been extracted from official publications and reports :— 


Average Retail Prices of Food in Principal Cities—Australia and Other Countries—1233. 
(Particulars extracted from Official Publications and Reports.) 





























AUSTRALIA. NEw ZEALAND. 
Unit aes 
Article. era Sydney. Melbourne. Wellington. Christchurch. 
ity. 
Feb May Aug. Nov. Feb May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May. Aug. | Nov 


2 
£ 

a 
a 
a 
Q 
x 
a 


Bread an 2 Ib. 5.25 525) 








“. b d. d. d. . ; A bh t h 
Rie 5.00 4.00 3.67 3.67 3.67 5. i E . : n 5. 

Plour, ordinary 25 |b. 42.00 41.85 44.00 41.2 31.20 32.50 34-90 30.95 | 50.50 | 48.25 | 48.75 | 47.25 | 45.75 | 46.25 | 46.25 | 46.25 
Tea .. a0 Ib, 24 00 23-45 25.2 26.00 23.10 22.80 24.55 26.00 | 21.2 20,00 | 22.50 | 24.00 | 19.75 | 20.00 | 22.75 | 25.50 
Jam aie 14 lb. 10.20 10.05 9.90 9.95 9.15 8.50 8.50 8.45 | 12.75 | 12.75 | 12.00 | 12.75 | 13.13 | 11.63 | 13.63 | 12.00 
Bugar.. ze Ib. 4.03 Z208 4.03 4.03 4.00 4.00 3.88 4.00 3.25 3.25 3.25 3.00 3.00 3.00 3.00 3.00 
Rice .. ap Fr 3.28 3.18 3.15 Sars) 3.28 a2 3.23 3.33 2.50 2.25 2.25 2.2 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.75 
Oatmeal AG 7 2.84 2.63 2.69 2.64 2.66 2.39 2.34 2.54 2.80 2.40 2.50 2.50 2.30 1.90 1.95 1.85 
Raisins a » 9-47 9-47 9.40 9.52 9.38 9.28 9.05 9-05 | 5-75 | 5.25 | 4.50] 4.50] 6.00] 6.2 5.00 | 5.25 
Potatoes As 14 Ib. 13.60 17.80 14.05 14.55 7.69 11.56 7.88 8.19 9-75 | 11.75 | 14.25 | 13.75 | rr.50 | 10.50 | 12,00 | 11.25 
Onions AG Ib. 1.40 I.30 Gegs 1.35 0.94 0.69 0.74 0.7 1.75 I.50 I.50 wa2s 1.00 I.00 1.00 snes} 
Milk .. ae quart 7.20 7.15 det 6.92 5.85 5.80 5.75 5.70 5.00 5.50 5.50 5.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 
Butter ae Tb. 14.75 14.75 16.60 I4.30 14.35 14.25 15.55 13.80 11.75] 9.75 | 13.00 | x1.2 9.50 | 10.75 | 12.00 | 10.00 
Cheese OF a 10.65 10.75 10.95 10.35 10.60 II.00 I1I.20 II.Io 8.50 8.00 8.00 7-50 7.75 7.50 vlog! 7.25 
Eggs .. ve dozen 18.05 22.25 15.60 9.60 15.10 21.30 14.60 II. tO 17.75 | 29.00 | 13.50 | 13.50 | 14.00 | 27.00 | 11,00 9.50 
Bacon its Ib. 13.35 12.65 12.80 13.15 13.50 13.70 15.55 15.20 | 12.75 | 12.75 | 11.75 | 11.50 | 11.75 | 12.00 | 12.00 | 12.00 
Beef, sirloin .. rh 8.65 8.55 9.30 9.00 7.10 7.40 8.80 9.25 6.75 6.50 6.50 6.75 7.25 6.75 7.00 7.25 
» «ib are . 6.25 6.05 6.85 6.75 5.60 5-95 6.90 7-35 5.00 4-75 4.75 5.00 baie) 5.50 5.50 6.00 
» steak, rump a 12.75 12.30 12.95 12.70 I1.30 12.10 13.20 14.00 9.50 9.50 9.50 9.75 9.50 9.25 9.25 9.50 
Mutton, leg .. a 5.44 5.30 5.70 Cees) 4.80 4.90 6.15 Digits 5.50 5.50 pier} 6.00 Glee As) 5.00 6.75 7.25 

» — cbops.. ” 6.39 6.20 6.60 6.75 5-75 5-85 6.60 6.70 | 5-75 | 5-50] 5.50] 5.75 | 4.75 | 4-50] 5.50] 6.25 
Pork chops tie oF 10.45 9-90 10.20 10.15 8.75 9.10 10.00 10.45 55 a0 oe 30 ais Ss ae v4 
—_— Eee 


a) 


Nn 
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Average Retail Prices of Food in Principal Cities—Australia and Other Countries—1983—continued, 





UNION OF SOUTH AFRIOA. 














Unit UNITED KInGapom. 
Article, G a Capetown. Johannesburg. 
uantity. 

Feb. May Aug Nov. Feb, May. Aug Nov. Feb. May. Aug Nov. 

d d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d, d. d d. 
Bread ae ae 2 Ib. 3-63 3.63 3-75 3-75 7-59 7.56 7-53 7-40 6.76 6.75 6.88 6.85 
Flour, ordinar ae 25 lb. 42.8 41.9) 44.64 43-75 79.68 78.00 77.00 77.89 971.92 71.83 71.31 71.46 
Tea oe At Ib. 21.25 21.25 21.50 21.75 27.44 26.47 27.00 27.64 27.09 26.77 27.06 27.85 
Jam ee ; Bs 7.31 7.15 7-07 7-13 7.98 7-87 7-59 7-67 
Sugar b. 2.25 2.25 2.25 2.25 3-44 3.45 3.45 3-45 3.67 3.64 3.64 3.64 
Rice » : 2.32 2.25 2.23 2.2 3.89 3-79 3.73 3-79 
Oatmeal : 5 3.89 3:99 3-97 3.99 3.55 3.46 3-45 3-42 
Ralains ee a ae or oe A 8.78 8.85 8.64 8.64 8.89 8.54 8.52 8.46 
Potatoes ai AD 14 Ib. 10.50 10.00 12.50 10.50 15.79 22.71 23.38 20.68 14.59 17.64 23.17 23.51 
Onions Se 30 Ib. cs 40 ne = 1.73 I.90 re 1.94 I.70 1.81 1.90 1.88 
Milk 0 “e quart 6.25 5.50 5.50 6.50 7.50 7.43 7-32 7-43 8.40 8.34 8.33 8.34 
Butter Bc Se Ib. 15.25 13.50 13.50 15.00 17.13 19.67 21.79 26.79 16.26 18,82 arans 26.94 
Cheese a es * 10.25 9.00 9.00 9-75 14.4 15.07 16.18 17.64 14.36 14.42 15.66 19.90 
Eges om as dozen 21.00 12.00 18.00 27.00 17.43 24.08 16.42 15.17 19.35 26.75 14.63 16.03 
Bacon : ‘ Ib. 10,00 11.25 Ir.50 12.75 |S 9.08 9.67 10.80 Ir.70 8.72 9.25 II.41 12.33 
: . \ 18.00 17.85 18.83 19.32 13.51 15.40 16.88 18.77 
Beef, sirloin .. . ” aes on ores ae ee ne ee 7-93 7.56 7.48 7.5% 8.90 
L F a F ; : -62 5.62 4.75 4.79 a 6.08 

ey Aa los + ” (b) 7.25 8.75 8.75 9.00 sha 

» steak, rump ” ree Skate Ae ae te oes Pee ae ated 9.63 9.66 11,65 
i. : +7 : . 62 . . -43 7.89 7.7 8.10 10.6 
ne leg .. ” (b) 6.75 9.00 9.25 9.25 i ue 

ork chops .. $9 ” ao ae os ate oe + a 

(a) British. (5) Chilled or frozen. 
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Article. 


Bread », 
Flour, ordinary 
Tea 
Jam 

Sugar 

Rice 

Oatmeal 
Raising 
Potatoes 
Onions 

Milk 

Butter 

Cheese 

Eggs 

Bacon 


Beef, sirloin .. 
» ib avs F 
» steak, rump a 


Mutton, leg .. 
Pork chops .. 


Average Retail Prices of Food in Principal Cities—Australia and Other Countries—1988—continued. 





























CANADA. 
Unit 
or Ottawa. Montreal. 
Quantity. 
Feb. May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May. Aug. Nov. 
d. d. d. d. d. d d. d. 
2 Ib. (a)5.60 (a)5.50 (a)5.80 (a)5.90 (a)5.60 (@)5.50 (a)5.80 (a)5.90 
25 Ib. 40.00 40.00 50.00 43e75) 38.75 40.00 45.00 43-75 
Ib. 24.90 21.60 22.40 23.85 22F Ss 22.25 22.40 23.55 
14 Ib. (a@)10.46 (a)x0.80 | (a)rr.00 (a)rr.44 |(a)10.46 | (a)10.80 | (a)rr.00 | (a)x1.44 
Ib. 2.70 3.60 3.70 3.70 2.45 3.55 3.55 3.70 
” 4.70 4.40 4.45 4.2 4.00 a. 7 3.85 3.90 
a 2.10 2.45 2.40 2.35 2.50 Cary 2.35 2.50 
» 8.45 8.25 8.65 7-95 8.05 8.35 8.20 8.30 
14 Ib. 8.87 9.10 15.21 9.90 9.52 8.73 14.00 8.68 
Ib. 2.20 2.30 2.85 I.90 2.05 2.00 2.975 1.85 
quart 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 4.50 4.50 5.00 
Ib. 12.30 12.50 II.90 11.70 12.75 13.10 12.20 II.95 
” 8.60 8.25 8.60 8 70 9.40 9.30 9-25 9.30 
dozen 16.75 10.40 12.80 21.75 17.50 12.00 13.25 20.20 
Ib. { 8.40 9.70 10.50 10.10 8.15 9.60 9.55 9.55 
9.70 10.90 2G AS 1I.45 9.50 10.20 10.65 ro.65 
» 7.95 8.55 9.60 7.45 T0.15 Ir.00 10.80 9.30 
99 10.60 12.30 12.35 9.60 Ir.50 T2.05 II.95 10.60 
+ 8.25 12.80 II.35 8.45 10.00 13.00 12.35 9.i0 
” 5.70 7.65 8.30 7-35 5.90 7-55 8.20 7-50 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.(5) 





Feb. May. Aug. Nov. 
d. d. d. d. 
6.40 6.50 7.60 8.00 

36.25 42.50 61.25 60,00 

33-05 32.20 32.90 33-50 
2.50 2.65 2.85 2.80 
2.90 2.90 3.25 3-45 
2.80 2.80 3.20 3.25 
4.65 4.55 4.70 4.70 

10.50 Ir.90 23.10 16.10 
1.30 I.95 2.05 1.70 
5.15 5.00 5.45 5.50 

12.40 I4.10 13.95 14.20 

10.65 aa A th) Ir.60 II.55 

I0.70 10.15 12.80 17.30 

10.40 10.65 IIl.75 11.65 

10.45 10.40 10.60 10.40 
14.2 14,20 14.90 14.65 
8.80 9.00 10.60 11.60 





(a) Dominion average. 


(5) Average for all towns. 
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APPENDIX. 135 


APPENDIX. 


Section I. 
Wholesale Prices, Melbourne—Averages for years 1932 and 1933. 

















CoMMODITY. UNIT. 1932. 1933. ComMMODITY. UNIT, 1932. 1933. 
e 
Group I. MrTats— 8. d. ed GROUP V. GROCER- 8. d, 8. d 
ee Ee < : IES, ETC. 
ixed Nos. on 140 0 145 0 urrants ae Ib. ° ° 
Rod and Bar ” 410 0 410 0 Raisins 35 > ° a ° ed 
Angle oe is 257 8 220 0 Herrings .. |doz. 1-lb. 
Plate os ” 349 0 340 0 tins 9 62 9 48 
Hoop aie ” 360 0 356 3 Salmon ake y 19 5 19 6 
Galvanized Sardines .. {doz. hlys, 8 7% 8 10% 
Corrugated ” 528 4 493 4 Tea - Ib. I of r 2} 
Wire, Fencing ” 329 9 325 10 Coffee ee on Pian ¢ 9 2 If 
Zinec—Sheet .. »” 1,250 0 |1I,250 0 Cocoa ave 7 rT 3 I 4% 
Lead—Sheet Be ” 7oo oO 614 8} Sugar om ton 777 10 696 o 
Piping on 790 0 725 4 Macaroni ae Ib. Oo 4% o 34 
Copper—Sheet Ib. rah Keeza: Tapioca ocd ewt. 19 6% 20 644% 
Coal (on Wharf) ton 37. (OF 36 6 Rice 40 ton 481 3 455 0 
Tinned Plates box 49 5 56 8 Salt—Fine .. rs 124) 2 105 0 
Quicksilver ., Ib. 2 6¢ 2 3 Rock .. a 163 4 168 9 
Mustard .. |doz. 1-lb. 
Group II, Woot, tins 440 444 
CoTToNn, ETC. Starch ay Ib. 0 10 oO Tog 
Jute Goods— Blue Se oi eo) Io 
Branbags .. doz. 7 of 7 2% Matches gross 5 10% i oe 
Cornsacks a res: 7. 6% Candles Ib, o 8 °o bt 
Woolpacks .. each 3 7% 3 3 Kerosene .. | gallon 1 6% ra 
Leather— 
Chrome Box 
Hide 5 ft. © 10k o 10% 
Sole Leather— 
Factory .. Group VI. Mrat— 
Sides ~ Ib. 1 if 1 it Beef o« |) Teo Nb, 27 22 30 64 
Rough Tanned Mutton ee lb. o 23 ° 3 
—Split .. » o 8} o 7 Lamb si Fy °o 4% o 4t 
Cotton—Raw » o 6% o 6% Veal ae s Oo 3% ° 34 
Wool ne a o 8&8} oO I11¢ Pork a pe o 5% O° 5% 
Tallow is ton 426 8 406 4% 
Group IIT. Aanri- 
CULT’L Propuck— 
Wheat .. | bushel 3 of 2 9o)|Group VII. 
Flour we ton 161 3 159 Ily% BUILDING 
Bran a “ yor 7 93 Of MATERIAL— 
Pollard A os 107 5 96 7% Timber, Flooring 
Oats .. | bushel 2 0 2 2% X It rooft.lin.| 27 5ye| 26 3% 
Oatmeal es ton 381 8 358 4 6x4 a a 2x 6% 21 114 
Barley—English | bushel 3 it 2 Ot 6x? a » 19 4y5| 19 4% 
Cape oh 2 5% 2 3 6x4 a a 13 108 14 of 
Maize : »» 4 4% 4 8H Weatherboards 3 14 11} 14 Il fy 
Hay we ton 140 0 136 5# Oregon .. | 1,000 ft, 
Straw a4 ” 53 6 49 4%5 sup. 276 6 | 273 8% 
Peas .. | bushel 6 oft 4 5+¢ Shelving Fi 538 9 | 562 745 
Potatoes “fe ton 85 4 77 105 Cement Ey cask 22, 3 22 1% 
Malt ‘ bushel 5 6 5 6 White Lead .. ton 1,1721I |1,175 0 
Chaft ae ton 81 o 75 6b 
Onions = ” 336 9 52 It 
Group IV. Dany Grovur VIII. 
PRODUCE— CHEMICALS— 
Ham ae lb. zr 2} I I Cream of Tartar 1b. r 63 x 5% 
Bacon on a o 10¢ o 1044 Carbonate of 
Cheese 3G “9 I Of I oO” Soda a ton 417. 6 415.0 
Butter ae ” I 2% 1 of, || Saltpetre aie » 950 0 | 933 7% 
Lard a ” Oo 5% o 5% Sulphur a A | 272 11 289 Of 
Eggs Eis doz. 1 of I of Caustic Soda .. A (e550 5 530 44 
Honey ae Ib. o 4th} o 4y|| Potassium 
Beeswax ss a I 1%] I Its Cyanide .. Ib. | he: 74 Le Tt 
Condensed Milk | doz. tins 8 78) 8 of Alum or ton 600 oO 600 0 














Norn.—In many instances these prices are the averages of certain brands which have been on the 
market for a great number of years, and these particular commodities and prices were therefore adopted 
in the scheme of computing the index-numbers for fluctuations fa wholesale prices generally. 

















Section I. 
Sydney—Average Retail Prices of Chief Food and Groceries Items during each Month of the Year, 19338. 
| 1 
Article. Unit. | January. |February.| March. | April, May. June. July. | August. |September.| October, | November.| December. Ven 
i ‘ 
Groceries, &c.— d. da. d. d. d. d. d, d. d. d. d. d. d. 
Bread aS we 2 Ib. 5.25 5.25 5.25 5.25 5.25 5-25 5.25 5.25 5.08 5.06 5.00 5.46 5.22 
Flour, ordinary Mer | 25n0e 42.30 42.00 41.70 41.50 41.85 42.75 43.95 44.00 43.40 42.45 41.25 47.75 42.91 
»  Self-raising .. aes 6.30 6.30 6.30 6.30 6.30 6.35 6.40 6.40 6.35 6.35 6.30 6.60 6.36 
ea a6 a lb, 23.85 24.00 23.85 23.55 23.45 23.45 24.05 25525 25.90 26.00 26.00 26.00 24.61 
Sugar Aa as Ay 4.03 4.03 4.03 4.03 4.03 4.03 4.03 4.03 4.03 4.03 4.03 4.03 4.03 
Rice a5 Ete ” 3-33 3.28 3.28 3.2 3.18 3.18 Bas 3.15 3.15 3.15 3.15 3.15 3.20 
Bee on an ” 3.13 3.08 3.08 3.03 3.03 3.05 3.05 3-00 3-00 3.03 3.03 3.08 3.05 
am, apricot rele ids, 10.50 10.20 10.15 10.10 10.05 9.95 9-95 9.90 9.85 9.95 9.95 9.95 10.04 
Golden Syrup if Chen 7.05 6.95 7.00 6.95 6.85 6.85 6.85 6.85 6.75 6.75 6.75 6.75 6.86 
Oatmeal .. ae Ib. 2.94 2.84 2,81 2.68 2.63 2.58 2.65 2.69 2.67 2.64 2.64 2.64 2.70 
Raisins, seeded +: ” 9.47 9.47 9.47 9.47 9.47 9.47 9.47 9.40 9.47 9.52 9.52 9.42 9.47 
Currants -s . Fi 8.65 8.65 8.75 8.50 8.45 8.45 8.45 8.45 8.50 8.55 8.00 8.50 8.54 
Benen und ru 15.55 15.40 14.65 13.80 13.30 12.75 I2.60 12.75 I2.40 II.95 12.00 II.95 13.26 
; € Sc i Tiss II.32 11.20 II.I5 II.05 10.70 10.70 9.80 9.2 9.25 9.20 9.20 10.37 
Pears, canned . ” II.93 Ir.82 Ir.60 II.50 II.35 II.25 II.30 10.65 10.10 10.15 10.10 10,05 10.98 
Salmon, in tins = Ib. 16.70 16.70 16.50 16.40 16.40 16.40 16,20 16.10 16.30 15.95 15.85 15.85 16,28 
nae ee Peexau lbs 13.65 13.60 13.95 18.75 17.80 15.95 15.85 14.65 14.50 14.20 14.55 I2.30 14.98 
Seen ae a e Ib. 1.72 1.40 I.40 1.30 1.30 I.30 1.30 1.35 1.25 I.25 1.35 1.25 3°35 
Coane () an ” it at nae (2 vaeee 4.57 4.44 4.2 4.19 4.2 4.2 Aizg, 4.27 4.27 4.41 
“i ” .25 1.25 r2 ue 2 Tilia ; a +2 F 2 : 5 
wee .. oe r gal. 20.59 21.28 Pee Srae Brae Bas oat ae arte Bay aOKEC zeree Fas 
ry Produce— 
Milk, fresh ate I quart 7.20 7.20 7.20 7.15 YH 7.15 7et5 Goo 5) 7.00 6.92 6.92 .0 7.10 
Butter, factory he Ib. 15.25 14.75 13.85 13.80 14.75 16.10 16.60 16,60 16.85 ee ae fens 15.28 
Cheese, mild Ac 29 II.20 10.65 10.35 10.40 10.75 11.65 11.45 10.95 10.55 10.55 10.35 10.25 10.76 
Milk, condensed... 1 tin 9.00 9.00 8.90 8.90 8.85 8.85 8.75 8.75 8.30 8.20 8.10 8.10 8.64 
Eggs, fresh ae 1 doz. 16.45 18.05 18.15 26.80 22.25 21.80 20.10 15.60 13.00 10.65 9.60 12.65 17.09 
Bacon, rashers is Yb. 13.50 13.35 13.05 12.55 12.65 II.95 12.10 12.80 12.90 13.00 13.15 13.45 12.87 
Ham, uncooked a ” 18.50 17.78 17.44 17.22 16.89 16.39 16.28 16.50 16.28 16.39 16.50 17.11 16.94 
Meat— 
Beef, sirloin he. i foe a.68 aes ae B55 ees Bee 230 920 Bie ane grze 8.87 
ribs .. a ie aie Be .I5 +05 +05 +05 20 +85 +85 +00 *75 +90 6.4 
Bs steak, rump .. He 12.85 12.75 12.60 12.40 12.30 12.40 12.50 12.95 12.90 12.80 12.70 12.70 Par 
a » stewing i 5.60 5.65 5.30 5.35 5.40 5.30 5-35 5-75 5-70 5-75 5-75 5-75 5.56 
», sausages ee = 5.10 5.10 5.15 5.10 5.10 5.10 5.10 5.25 ots} 5-25 5-30 5.05 5.16 
» corned round i: 7-25 7-20 7.00 7-05 7-15 7-05 7-15 7-25 7a25 gees eee) fo) 7-04 
; » brisket 
: with bone > 3.55 3.55 3-45 3-45 3-40 3-40 3.50 3-75 3-80 3-65 3-80 3.80 3-59 
Mutton, leg Ks 2 Bde Seige 5.30 5.30 5.30 5-45 5.55 5-70 5.85 5-90 5-75 5-95 5.58 
Re shoulder .. BS 4.00 4.06 4.05 3-95 28 a8 ace ees ae ee 4:45 ete mee 
loin - 6.44 6.39 6.20 .00 -05 5.80 5-95 +30 +45 +95 +50 +85 +29 
” chops, loin ~ 6.72 6.72 6.70 6.60 6.65 6.45 6.65 7.15 7.30 7-40 7235 7.65 6.95 
» » leg ) 6.33 6.39 6.05 6.10 6.20 6.00 6.20 6.60 6.70 6.80 6.75 7.00 6.43 
Pork, leg .. ee i T0.65 10,50 9.65 10,10 9.70 9.80 9.75 10.10 9.90 10.00 10,00 10.05 10.02 
» loin Le ry 10.75 10.65 10.10 10.45 10.05 10.15 10.20 10.55 10.40 10.55 10.50 10,50 10,41 
cho Io. Io. +90 -80 +90 +70 +70 10.20 Io.10 10,10 Io,15 10.25 10,06 
” ps an ” 45 45 9-9 9 9.9 9 9 
» sausages oe a 7.99 7.92 7.93 7.93 7.93 7.93 7.89 7.81 8.13 7.81 7.81 7.64 7.89 


gtr 
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Average, 
Year, 1933. 











Melbourne—Average Retail Prices of Chief Food and Groceries Items during each Month of the Year, 1933. 


Article. Unit. | January. | February.| March. April. May. June 
d. d. d. d. d. d, 
Groceries, &c.— 
Bread So AG 2 Ib. 4.00 4.00 3.67 3.67 3-67 3-67 
Flour, ordinary ae | Wea 32.10 31.20 30.55 31.30 32.50 32.50 
»  Self-raising .. 2» 6.00 5-90 5.90 6.00 5-90 5-90 
Tea ae lb. 22.70 23.10 23.10 23.00 22.80 22.50 
Sugar oe ” 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 3.98 
Rice : A 3-43 3.28 3-25 Gi 3.2 3.28 
Sago 5 a 2.94 2.78 2.78 2.78 2.78 2.78 
Jam, aprico ee er 10.00 9-15 8.80 8.80 8.50 8.45 
Golden Syrup 2s 7-2 7.20 7.20 7-05 7.00 7.00 
Oatmeal .. Ib. 2.74 2.66 2.66 2250 2.39 2.31 
Raisins, seeded ” 9-40 9.38 9.38 9.28 9.28 9.2 
Currants .. . 8.35 8.15 8.20 8.20 8.15 8.10 
Apricots, dried + 15.00 14.35 13.70 13.55 13.60 13.40 
Peaches, canned 2 Ib. 11.85 nas Ay II.I5 II.05 10.95 10.95 
Pears, canned Fy 11.80 tr.55 11.60 055) Ir.20 II.10 
Salmon, in tins Ib. 17.55 17.10 17.05 16.90 16.65 16.95 
Potatoes .. A 14 Ib. 9.71 7.69 7.94 11.88 11.56 9.75 
Onions .. lb. t.25 0.94 0.72 0.70 0.69 0.81 
Soap, household. ” 5.00 5.20 4.94 4-93 4.93 4.80 
Candles .. . oe 11.35 Ir.40 I1I.40 Ir.40 II.40 II.O5 
Kerosene .. x gal. 21.85 22.38 22.38 22.38 22.38 22.38 
Dairy Produce— 
Milk, fresh é I quart 5.95 5.85 5.85 5.80 5.80 5.80 
Butter, factory : Ib. 14.85 raRa5 13.35 13.65 I4.2 15.80 
Cheese, mild E » 10.90 r0.60 10.10 10.85 II.00 II.15 
Milk, condensed : 1 tin 9.30 9.35 9.30 9.15 9.15 9.10 
Eggs, fresh 4 r doz. 12.20 I5.10 15.70 19.60 21.30 20.90 
Bacon, rashers : Ib. 14.40 13.80 13.50 13.85 T3470) 13.90 
Ham, uncooked » 15.50 I4.63 14.63 14.75 14.56 14.69 
Meat— 
Beef, sirloin ” 7.20 7.10 7.10 7.10 7.40 7.90 
oF) FLDSL 4. » 5.70 5.60 5.60 5.60 5-95 6.55 
» Steak, rump .. ” I1I.30 II.30 Ir.30 II.50 12.10 12.20 
» stewing ” 5.20 5.05 5.00 5.00 5.30 5.65 
» sausages os ” 4.95 4.90 4.90 4.90 4-95 5.05 
» corned round an 6.80 6.70 6.80 6.80 6.80 7.00 
on Pe brisket 
with bone ” 3-45 3.10 3.20 3.25 3.40 3.60 
Mutton, leg SE ” 4-75 4.80 4.70 4.65 4.90 5.60 
a shoulder ” 2.70 2.60 2.60 2.65 3.00 3.60 
SS loin et ” 4.80 4.85 4.85 4.80 5.00 5.45 
ve chops, loin ” 575 5.60 5.50 5.65 5.80 6.30 
” » leg , 5.80 5-75 5.75 5-75 5.85 6.40 
Pork, leg .. a rT 8.20 7.90 7.85 8.00 8.20 8.90 
» loin 55 ” 8.70 8.40 8.45 8.50 8.85 9.10 
» chops ae ” 9.15 8.75 8.65 8.70 9.10 9.50 
>» sausages ” 7.40 7.40 7-33 7.80 8.17 8.67 
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co 
Brisbane—Average Retail Prices of Chief Food and Groceries Items during cach Month of the Year, 1933. 
| , 
Article. Unit. | January. |February.| March. | April. May. June. July. | August. |September.| October. | November.| December. Cereet, 
: : 
fre | —— 
Groceries, &¢.— d. d. d. d. d. d. d. o @- d. d. da. d. da, 
Bread a Ap 2b. 4.45 4.46 4.46 4.46 4.47 4.46 4.46 4.41 4.41 4.41 4.41 5.21 4.51 
Flour, ordinary .. | 25 ;, 39-27 39-05 39.05 39.05 39-05 39.05 39-41 39-41 39.41 39.41 38.73 50.59 40.12 
», Self-raising .. aun. 6.55 6.59 6.55 6.55 6.55 6.50 6.4% 6.36 6.41 6.41 6.23 7.09 6.52 
Tea bers me ib. 21.91 21.91 21.91 21.91 21.91 22.00 23.09 24.2 25.18 25.27 25.27 25.27 23.32 
Sugar. *) - 3.98 3.98 3.98 3.98 3.98 3.98 3498 3.98 3-98 3.98 3.98 3.98 3.98 
Rice on Ne os 3.36 3.32 3-32 3.32 3.32 gaa 3-32 3.2 3-27 3.27 3.20 3.16 3.20 
Bago me rh 2.80 2.80 2.80 2.80 2.80 2.80 2.80 2.83 2.90 2.88 2.88 2.88 2.83 
Jam, apricot S? izes 9.89 9.89 9.89 9.82 9.82 9.82 9.82 9.79 9.89 9.75 9.62 9.62 9.80 
Golden Syrup “5 295 7.05 7.05 6.91 6.86 6.91 6.91 6.91 6.91 7,00 6.95 6.91 6.86 6.9 
Oatmeal .. cin tb. 2.76 Pays} a.7% 2.71 269k 2.60 2.51 2.62 2.62 2.62 2.64 2.62 zee 
Raisins, seeded ie as 10.27 10.27 10.27 10.2 IO.14 10.05 10.09 10.18 10.14 10.14 10.09 10.14 10.17 
Currants m5 5 ic 9.09 9.09 9.09 9.00 8.86 8.77 8.73 8.77 8.68 8.82 8.77 8.82 8.88 
Apricots, dried oie ” 15.05 14.45 14.45 14.14 14.32 14.14 14.14 14.14 13.27 12.73 12.64 12.32 13.82 
Peaches, canned oe 2 Ib. II.gt Ir.50 II.50 II.50 II.32 1r.18 10.95 9.68 8.68 8.55 8.45 hoe BE 
Pears, canned ns ie 12.14 12.00 12.09 12.09 12.00 11.91 11.68 10.55 9.50 9.36 9.23 a eater 
Salmon, in tins a Ib. 14.59 14.55 14.55 14.55 14.27 I4.14 14.09 13.86 13.00 13.32 I re ae ; eee 
Potatoes .. «. | r41b. 13.68 13.45 13.68 16.64 15.95 14.55 15.45 14.73 13.18 12.95 roe rons nee 5 
Onions .. oo Ib. 1.032 1.03 1.12 1.09 1.06 1.12 1.20 1.06 ore 1.05 eee a see w 
Soap, household .. Pr 3.20 3.18 3-18 3.18 3.18 3.2 3.23 3.18 Ane ae Mee 0.95 2.08 a 
weer ot ay reel x8: 58 1035 pee 38 55 Ape eS 55 10.59 10.45 10.55 10.45 10.36 ree 10.5 § 
ate Hits . 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.18 17.91 17.68 17.59 17.7 18. 
Dairy Produce— +73 .Or L 
Milk, fresh .. | X quart 6.08 6.08 6.0 -90 -90 - : 
Butter, factory ao Ib. 15.27 14.77 Pe! oe ror Rees Tee es oe 7 = He bey Pi 
Cheese, mild i Ps 10.95 10.86 10.59 10.45 10.95 11.36 11.55 II.09 10.91 11.2: ea re Bae 15:08 
Milk, condensed... x tin 9.27 9.32 9.32 9.2 9.32 9.32 9.32 eee ee eee 8 1 27 10.93 
Eggs, fresh af x doz. 13.82 15.86 16.05 19.95 21.68 19.59 16.64 12.73 12.00 To.973 Page eee ones 
Bacon, rashers re Ib. Ir.18 II.09 10.91 10,86 10.77 10.77 10.77 rms 12.18 cae 11.68 coer eed 
uae uncooked a5 +) Tag 17.00 17.36 16.83 16.17 15.71 16.00 16.00 17.00 17.00 16.33 16.67 76s03 
68 j " 
Beef, sirloin AG a 6.75 6.65 6.65 6.65 6.53 6.48 6.50 6.65 6.70 6.70 6.65 6.60 GEG 
» Tibs .. . ” 4.60 4.55 4.50 4-55 4-40 4-40 4.45 4-55 4-55 4-55 4.55 4-53 4.58 
» Steak,rump .. ” 9.10 9.05 9.00 9.00 8.83 8.80 8.85 9.00 9.15 9.20 9.15 9.15 
i » stewing if 3.95 3.90 3.90 3.90 3.85 3.85 3.90 3-95 4.05 4.10 als BNOR 203 
>» Sausages ne ” 4.90 4.90 4.90 4.90 4.90 4.90 4-90 4.85 4.90 4.95 4.05 4.95 3-97 
», corned ous » 5.85 5.85 5.85 5.85 5.80 5-73 5.78 5.80 5.80 5.85 5.85 5.85 Stee 
= riske : 
with bone ” 2.70 2.90 2.80 2.80 2.60 2.63 2.58, 2.68 2.80 2.85 2.85 2.83 2.75 
Mutton, leg ee “e 5.30 5.30 5.25 5.30 5.2 5.20 5.30 5.80 5.98 6.00 6.05 6.10 5.57 
Ps shoulder .. a 3.10 3.10 3.10 3.10 3.10 3.05 3.10 3.65 3.80 3.80 3.85 3.95 3.39 
is loin a5 ” 4.85 4.85 4.70 4.75 4.85 4.85 4.95 5-50 5.63 5.65 5.65 5.79 5.16 
5 chops, loin ” 5.20 5.15 5.15 5.15 isu. 5.10 5.15 5.75 5.83 5.85 5.85 5.95 5.44 
» leg ” 5-55 5.55 5.55 5.55 5.40 5.35 5.45 6.05 6.18 6.20 6.10 6.15 5.76 
Porl, leg x6 ae ir 8.25 8.25 8.30 8.15 8.05 8.05 8.10 8.20 8.30 8.35 8.50 8.55 8.26 
oin ae i 8.15 8.15 8.15 8.00 7.85 7.90 8.00 8.10 8.20 8.15 8.35 8.35 8.09 
» chops is = 8.55 8.45 8.45 8.30 8.20 8,10 8,25 8.30 8.35 8.40 8.55 8.55 8.37 
» «BaUsages a aS 6.07 6,00 6,00 6.00 6,00 6,00 6,00 5,86 5,86 5,86 5.86 5.86 5.95 
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Adelaide—Average Retail Prices of Chief Food and Groceries Items during each Month of the Year, 1933. 











Article. Unit. | January. |February.| March. | April. May. June. July. | August. |September.| October. |November. | December. te : 
Groceries, &c.— d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. 
Bread et ae 2 Ib. 3-80 3.80 4-00 3-95 4.00 4.00 4.00 4-45 4-00 4.00 4.00 4.95 4.08 
Flour, ordinary .. | 25,, 31.85 31.65 31.65 31.35 32.20 32.75 34.70 34-95 34.60 32.60 32.40 44.05 33-73 
»  self-raising 2 sy 4-15 4.15 4.20 4.20 4-30 4.55 4-75 4-75 4.80 4.55 4.45 5.30 4.43 
Tea ris Ib. 21.85 21.65 21.65 21.65 21.65 21.65 22.80 24.20 25.30 25.40 25.80 25.80 23.29 
Sugar a as 4.00 3-95 3.89 3.83 3-94 3-93 3-93 3-93 3-93 3-93 3-93 3-93 3-93 
Rice 4 - 3.15 3.15 3.15 ellis) 3.10 3.10 3.10 3.10 3.10 3-10 3.10 3.10 3.12 
Sago ae = 2.65 2.65 2.60 2.60 2.55 2.65 2.60 2.65 2.70 2.70 2.70 2.70 2.65 
Jam, aprico’ Th. 9.95 9.70 9.50 9.25 9.15 9.20 9.10 8.60 8.50 8.45 8.60 8.60 9.05 
Golden Syrup Zee 6.85 6.60 6.55 6.50 6.55 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.55 
Oatmeal Ib. 2.31 2.3% 2.30 2.19 2.09 2.14 2.54 ieee) 2.12 2.12 Zoi 2.17 2.18 
Raisins, seeded re 7.10 7.10 7.10 7.05 7.10 7.00 7.00 6.90 6.90 6.85 6.85 6.85 6.98 
Currants .. mA 7.60 7.60 7.60 7.50 7.50 7-50 7.55 7.55 7.50 7.59 7.40 7.50 7.53 
Apricots, dried ae 12.22 TZ I2.00 12.05 Ir.90 Ir.90 I2.05 11.85 11.80 Ir.60 Ir.oo I1.20 11.81 
Peaches, canned 2 Ib. II.35 Ir.00 10.65 10.40 10.50 10.60 10.20 9.85 9.85 9.65 9.30 8.95 10.19 
Pears, canned rh 10.60 10.40 10,40 10.20 10.20 10.20 10.15 10.00 9.85 9.7: 9.40 9.15 10.03 
Salmon, in tins Ib. 12.30 12.40 12.40 2.40 12.40 12.50 12.45 12.40 12.30 12.2 II.90 Ir.90 12,30 
Potatoes 14 Ib. 10.17 7.75 8rz 12.67 11.67 II.33 II.00 10.75 9.92 8.67 10.67 15.50 10.70 
Onions as Ib. 0.96 0.96 0.92 0.92 0.92 0.92 0.96 0.98 1.00 0.01 1.00 I.00 0.96 
Soap, household a ” 4.18 4.16 4.12 4.08 4.04 4.04 4.04 4.04 4.04 4.04 4.07 4.09 4.08 
Candles... ate 4H 10.65 10.65 10.65 10.65 10.65 10.65 10.65 10.55 10.55 I0.55 10.60 10,65 10.62 
Kerosene .. I gal. 18.96 19.36 19.36 19.36 19.36 19.36 19.36 19.36 18.15 18.05 18.05 18.05 18.90 
Dairy Produce— 
Milk, fresh I quart 6.00 5.90 6.00 6.00 6.00 5.90 5.90 5.90 5-90 5.90 5.90 5.80 5.93 
Butter, factory lb, 14.20 15.35 15.05 15.20 14.80 14.75 14.20 16.05 16.45 14.75 15.05 14.65 15.05 
Cheese, mild 9 8.50 8.35 8.55 8.45 8.75 9.25 9.35 9.2 9.10 9.15 8.85 8.55 8.84 
Milk, condensed 1 tin 9.10 9.10 9.10 Q.10 9.10 9.10 g.10 9.10 9.10 9.10 9.10 8.60 9.06 
Eggs, fresh x doz. 8.95 10.20 265 ga e(0) 19.70 18.15 18.00 12.60 Ir.25 9.90 9.05 9.00 8.95 12.24 
Bacon, rashers ae Ib. 10.65 10.15 I0.05 I0.00 10.05 11.05 12.00 13.70 13.90 13.80 13.80 14.00 11.93 
Ham, uncooked ae i 15.50 15.2 14.44 13.56 13.38 14.25 I5.06 15.88 15.75 15.63 15.75 15.88 15.03 
Meat— 
Beef, sirloin an re 7-30 7-45 7-40 7-45 rary 7-95 7.80 7.85 7.95 7.85 7.80 7.75 7.69 
iy) wibsoe es ” 5.40 5-55 5.60 5.70 5.85 6.15 5-95 6.10 6.25 6.10 6.05 6.10 5.90 
» Steak, rump is 1r.30 II.70 II.70 II.50 11.60 12.30 12.00 12.00 11.80 11.80 II.70 Ir.80 11.77 
a » stewing ae 6.70 6.80 6.80 7.00 7.20 7.50 7.30 Y eeede) 7.20 7.20 7.20 7.20 7 It 
» sausages ve - 4.60 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.80 4.70 4.70 4.70 4.70 4.70 4.60 4.63 
» corned Bot: Ay 7.990 8.20 8.15 8.05 8.15 8.35 8.15 8.20 8.15 8.20 8.20 8.10 8.15 
ry 7 riske 
with bone mA 4.00 4.30 4.20 4.33 4.50 4.67 4.93 5.00 4.86 4.86 .70 es 
Mutton, leg Ne 7 6.10 6.40 6.25 6.20 6.20 6.60 6.35 6.50 6.55 6.35 ee eos $227, 
i shoulder .. ua 5.15 5.15 5.10 5-15 5.00 5.50 5.35 5.50 5.65 5.45 5.45 5.25 5.31 
;. ° loin at S 5.75 5.70 5.50 5.60 5-50 5.90 5.80 5-85 6.05 6.05 6.00 5.85 5.80 
oe chops, loin a 7.00 7.10 7.10 6.80 7.00 7.25 7.25 7.05 7.20 7.20 7.00 5 00 7.08 
» ” leg » 7-60 7-55 7.70 7-50 7-70 7-95 7-65 7-50 7.90 7.55 7.60 7.50 ck Gd 
Pork, leg .- 44 7.90 8.05 7.95 7.70 7.65 8.25 8.05 8.30 8.2 8.35 8.40 8.35 BEog 
» loin Se Pr 8.35 8.20 8.00 7.95 7.80 8.35 8.20 8.55 8.55 8.45 8.70 8.70 8.32 
3, chops Ae “5 8.70 8.85 8.75 8.35 8.35 8.60 8.60 8.90 9.00 8.80 9.10 9.40 8.78 
» sausages 4 Phy 7.20 7.20 7.20 6.90 6.90 6.80 6.80 6.90 6.90 6.90 6.80 6.90 6.95 
ee 
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Article. 





Groceries, &c.— 
Bread : 
Flour, ordinary 5 
Tea 
Sugar 
Rice 
Sago 5 
Jam, apricot 
Golden Syrup 
Oatmeal .. 
Raisins, seeded 
Currants .. 
Apricots, dried 
Peaches, canned 
Pears, canned 
Salmon, in tins 
Potatoes . 
Onions. 
Boap, household 
Candles .. 
Kerosene .. 

Dairy Produce— 
Milk, fresh 
Butter, factory 
Cheese, mild 
Milk, condensed 
Eggs, fresh 
Bacon, rashers 
Ham, uncooked 


Meat— 
Beef, sirloin oe 
Re ELDS) < « 5A 


» Steak, rump .. 
” » stewing 

» Bausages ee 
» corned round 
ar rf: brisket 


with bone 
Mutton, leg aie 
ni shoulder .. 
a loin on 
5 chops, ee 

3 ” eg 
Pork, leg .. oD 
» loin a0 
» chops rr) 
» sausages oe 


»  elf-raising .. 
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Perth—Average Retail Prices of Chief Food and Groceries Items during each Month of the Year, 1933. 











Unit. | January. |February.| March. | April. May. Tune. July. | August. |September. November.) December. veumaees 
. 5 
d. a. d. d. d. d. d. a. d. da. d. d, d, 
2 Ib. 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3-85 3- 3- 3-90 4.90 3-95 
25 29.50 29.50 29.35 29.35 30.15 30.45 32.65 33-95 34. 34. 34.25 46.30 32.88 
2» 5.90 5.90 5.90 5.90 5.95 5-95 5.95 6.00 6. 6. 6.10 7.05 6.05 
Tb. 23.30 23.30 23.30 23.20 23.20 23.10 23.30 24.85 26. 26. 26.50 26.50 24.41 
ip 4.10 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 a hs 4.00 4.00 4.01 
2 3.40 3.40 3-35 3.30 3-30 3-30 3-35 3-20 a: 3- 3-15 3.35 3.28 
” 3.05 3.05 3.05 3.05 3.05 3.05 3.05 3-05 3. 3. 3.10 3.10 3.06 
4» 10.95 10.75 10.50 10.40 Io 2 9.90 9.65 9-55 9. 9. 9.30 9.25 9.96 
25, 8.15 8.15 8.05 8.00 8.05 8.00 8.00 7.95 oh Fh8, 7.80 7.65 7-95 
Ib. 3.01 3.03 3.01 2.96 2.96 2.96 2.96 2.96 Zac 2. 3.03 3.03 2.99 
” 9.30 9.30 9.25 9.2 9.25 9.25 9.20 9.20 9. 9. 9.20 9.10 9.23 
” 8.75 8.75 8.75 8.75 8.65 8.60 8.55 8.55 8. 8. 8.55 8.55 8.63 
9 15.10 14.22 13.78 13.10 13.30 13.30 13.30 12.50 ; +9 11.70 1I.70 13.00 
2 Ib. 12.55 12.75 12.65 12.15 11.85 11.85 11.45 11.35 9.80 9.50 II.44 
» 12.80 I2.95 12.70 12.40 12.20 12.40 11.85 11.65 10.35 10.25 11.84 
Ib. 13.30 13.40 13.40 13.40 13.55 13.55 13.55 13.55 13.10 13.10 13.36 
14 lb. 8.55 8.33 10.55 15.30 16.50 16.20 15.20 15.00 11.40 10.25 12.93 
Ib. 1.60 1.50 1.44 1.30 1.40 1.50 1.55 ren th 1.35 1.35 1.44 
” 4.32 Ac32 4.20 4.20 4.20 4.22 4.22 4.22 4.20 4.20 4.23 
” 11.80 II.90 11.90 II.90 II.90 II.90 II.90 II.g90 II.90 Ir.90 11.89 
I gal. 22.28 22.28 22.22 22.76 22.76 22.76 22.76 22.62 21.33 21.33 22.15 
x quart 6.10 6.10 6.60 6.80 6.90 6.90 6.80 6.75 6.75 6.75 6.67 
Ib. 15.60 15.45 15.35 15.35 15.35 16.15 15.40 15.70 15.10 14.35 15.57 
ay II.25 eines 10,85 10.85 10.85 II.40 II.40 Il.35 11.25 II.05 IrI.19 
1 tin 9.15 9.15 9.15 9.10 9.10 9.10 9.10 9.10 9.15 9.20 9.14 
1 doz. 9.35 13.83 12.60 20.10 22.90 17.90 13.30 13.20 10.40 10.45 14.04 
Ib. 13.70 13.50 13.40 13.30 13.30 13.30 13.00 13.20 13.20 13.30 13.30 
oF 16.50 16.30 16.10 16.00 16.00 16.00 15.80 15.90 16.10 16.20 16.08 
a 7.90 8.00 8.30 8.25 8.30 9.05 7.90 8.30 8. 8.00 8.00 8.19 
* 6.50 6.60 6.90 6.85 7.00 7-55 6.65 7.00 6. 6.60 6.70 6.82 
A 13.50 13.80 14.20 14.10 14.00 14.80 13-20 13.90 3- 13.60 14.00 13.81 
a 6.90 6.70 7.10 7.20 7.420 7-70 7-10 7-30 7: 6.80 7.00 7.07 
iy 5.20 5.20 5.20 5.15 5.15 5.35 5.15 5.60 5. 5.30 5.30 6.02 
” 7-45 7.65 7.70 7.70 7.60 8.05 7-55 7-70 7. 7.40 7.25 7.59 
” 3.89 3.83 4.00 4.22 4.28 5.06 4.28 4.17 4. 4.00 Pisa Habel 
” 5.15 5.30 5.65 5.60 5.90 6.60 5-75 5-95 5- 5.20 6.20 5.68 
” 3-75 3.65 3.90 3-75 3-95 4.60 4.20 4.20 3- 3-45 4.00 3.90 
» 5.40 5.20 5.55 5.35 5-55 5-90 5-50 5-60 5- 4290 360 5-44 
a 6.05 5.90 6.30 6.05 6.20 6.70 6.10 6.30 5: 6.00 8. “19 6.16 
‘n 6.15 6.00 6.30 6.15 6.30 6.90 6.30 6.30 5. 6.00 6.50 6.24 
” 8.90 8.95 8.70 8.70 8.65 9.10 9.05 9.00 8. 8.90 9.30 8.93 
» 8.60 Me 55 8.50 8.40 B45 8.80 8.85 8.85 8.70 8.90 8.68 
n +05 95 +00 9.00 95 9.20 9.00 9.10 9.00 9.20 9.04 
» eo 6.60 3: 60 6.60 6.60 6.60 6.70 6.60 6,70 6.70 6,65 


opr 
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Section [l.—centinued. 
Hobart—Average Retail Prices of Chief Food and Groceries Items during each Month of the Year, 1933. 
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Article, Unit. | January.|February.| March. | April. May. June. July. | August. | September.) October. | November.| December. Wee. 
Groceries, &c.— d. d. d. d, d. d. d. a. d. d. d, d. d. 
Bread cae An 2 Ib. 3-95 3.95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 
Flour, ordinary ae |) en 35-40 35-40 35.40 35.10 35-45 36.55 38.60 38.45 37-40 37-15 36.05 37-95 36.57 
»  6elf-raising .. 2» 6.00 5.90 5-90 5-90 5.85 5.85 5-90 5.85 5.85 5.85 5.80 5.90 5.88 
Tea oe ae Ib. 22.80 22.80 22.80 22.80 22.80 23.10 23.70 24.40 25.50 25.80 25.80 26.15 24.04 
Sugar is 5 oe 4.04 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.05 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.01 
Rice ae oe S 3-65 3-65 3-65 3-65 3.65 3-65 3-65 3.65 3.60 3.60 3-55 3-55 3-63 
Sago se i 0 3-45 3-45 3-45 3-45 3-45 3-40 3-40 3.40 3.40 3.40 3-45 3-45 3-43 
Jam, aprico Se 4) 28500 II.10 II.10 II.00 10.90 10.80 10.80 II.00 10.90 10.80 10.70 10.80 10.80 10.89 
Golden Syrup on 25 7-95 7-90 7.90 7.85 7-85 7-85 7.80 7-7 7.80 7-75 7-75 7-75 7-83 
Oatmeal .. 2 Ib. Bee 3-24 3.21 3.20 ete 3-15 3217 3.12 3.12 3.05 3.10 3.12 3.16 
Raisins, seeded Be A 9-45 9-45 9.50 9.50 9.50 9.40 9-40 9.45 9-45 9.40 9-40 9.2 9.43 
Currants .. $4 Ay 8.90 8.90 8.90 8.90 8.90 g.00 9.05 9.05 9.05 9.10 9.10 9.05 8.99 
Apricots, dried » 14.67 14.50 14.67 14.43 14.14 14.29 14.2 14.00 13.86 13-43 13-43 13.43 14.10 
Peaches, canned ig 2 |b. II.95 Sty viet II.75 I1.35 TI35. II.30 11.30 10.25 9.45 9.25 9.00 8.95 10.64 
Pears, canned hs 7 1r.85 11.80 11.80 11.80 II.70 11.60 11.70 10.65 10.05 9.90 9-75 9.75 Il.03 
Salmon, in tins an Ib. 14.00 13.70 13.70 13.80 13.80 13.80 13.80 13.80 13.80 13.80 13.80 13.80 13.80 
Potatoes .. a 14 lb. 16.55 Si 13.90 13.85 IZ.325 12.90 12.80 12.30 I2.20 12.50 16.40 18.90 14.31 
Onions ei es Ib. 2.10 1.85 1.60 1.55 1.50 1.40 1.55 Tess 1.50 Tas 1.45 rip ells 1.58 
Soap, household... - 4.90 4.85 4.85 4.85 4-75 4.83 4-93 4.83 4-75 4.75 4.75 4.88 4.83 
Candies ae ne II.30 II.30 TIO ng oar TD25 EL25)° II.25 II.I5 Ir.30 Ir.30 It.40 II.30 Ir.28 
Kerosene .. Ae I gal. 27.20 27.20 27.20 27.50 27.50 27.50 27.10 27.10 27.10 27.10 27.60 27.60 27.31 
Dairy Produce— 
Milk, fresh a Xr quart 5.10 5.10 iodo} 5.10 5.10 5-4c¢ 5.40 5.50 550) 5.50 5.50 §.50 5.32 
Butter, factory fi Ib. 15.25 14.60 13.95 14.10 14.85 16.30 15.50 16.05 16.15 15.35 11.45 10.45 14.50 
Cheese, mild ae + 12.30 11.70 II.20 10.90 10.20 10.70 10.70 II.20 II.35 II.05 10.80 I0.40 1I.04 
Miik, condensed AS 1 tin 10.20 10.20 10.20 10.20 10.20 10.20 10.10 10.05 I0.00 9.95 9.95 9.95 10.10 
Eggs, fresh SS I doz. TITIES. 16.80 16.00 21.80 25.60 19.20 16.00 12.40 9.80 8.85 10.20 Ir.25 14.95 
Bacon, rashers a Ib. 13.40 12.80 12.60 12.50 12.20 12.30 12.60 13.50 13.40 12.90 12.90 12.90 12.83 
“eee uncooked Ge » 14.67 14.67 14.67 14.67 14.67 14.33 14.00 14.67 14.67 14.67 15.00 I5.00 14.64 
eat— 
Beef, sirloin os » 7-80 7-75 7.50 8.10 7.90 8.00 8.30 8.90 9-30 9.20 8.60 8.30 8.30 
= riba. an “a 6.50 6.15 6.00 6.10 6.15 6.30 6.40 7.10 7.60 7.60 7.30 7.00 6.68 
», Steak, rump .. ¥ 11.80 11.70 Ir.60 rr.80 11.80 12.00 I2.20 12.60 13.20 13.50 12.60 I2.20 T2025) 
es » stewing Ae 5.90 6.20 5.80 6.30 6.00 6.20 6.30 7.00 7.00 720) 6.70 6.60 6.44 
» sausages ae » 5.89 5.89 5.67 5.83 5.89 5.89 5.89 5.89 6.11 6.10 6.00 6.10 5.93 
, corned round as 8.10 8.10 8.00 8.10 8.10 &.10 8.00 8.60 8.70 8.60 8.40 8.20 7.00 
ae Ke brisket 
with bone FF 4.60 4-45 4.40 4.60 4-55 4.65 4.60 4.80 4.90 4.95 4-75 4.50 4.65 
Mutton, leg ah ” 5.30 5.2 5-35 5.48 5-60 6.05 6.40 7-20 7.50 7.60 7.20 7.05 6.33 
’ shoulder .. » 3.80 3.55 3.60 3.85 3-90 4.2 4-75 5.45 5.55 5.60 5.30 4.95 4.55 
Be loin - » 4-95 4.85 4.85 4.90 4.90 5-35 §.70 6.05 6.80 6.85 6.20 6.00 5.67 
as chops, loin | a 7.50 7.40 7-10 7.40 7.70 7.80 7.80 8.50 8.50 8.70 8.40 8.00 7.90 
a ns leg =" 7.60 7.60 7.50 7.40 7.70 8.10 8.20 9.00 9.10 9.00 8.50 8.10 8.15 
Pork, leg an A 9.70 g.00 8.90 9.20 9.00 9.20 9.40 9.70 9.90 10.10 IO.I0 10.20 9.53 
» lola Be ¢ 9.70 9.10 9.10 9.40 9-40 9.50 9.80 10.10 10.10 10.10 10.30 10.20 9.73 
»» cbops 2. a 10.10 9.60 9.60 10.10 9.80 10.20 10.20 10.60 II.00 10.80 10.60 10.40 10.32 
y | «sRusages =a a 9.00 | 8.89 8.89 9.00 Q.22 g.iIt 9.11 g.1t 9.11 9.00 | 9.20 8.80 9.04 





a 
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Section Df. 


Weekly House Rents (2) in Metropolitan and Country Towns. 





WEIGHTED AVERAGE WEEKLY RENTS FOR 4 AND § 
Rooms COMBINED. 

















Town. 
1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 1933- 
td ead 8. a s. d 8. d, 
Rew 800TH WaLEs— 
Sydney se # F AS 26 4 22| 7 | 19 8 ees 
Newcastle .. * = i 23 10 23 0 EOS SE ery ah ne 
Broken Hill ., ae nes) 2) 16 0 TSese cs x6 
Goulburn 2 3 26 0 ar 0 iB 6 a : 
Bathurat 19 4 21 6 19 8 72 7 
Welghted Average es 25 | 25 9 22 1 119 3 18 8 
VI0TORIA— 7 9 
Melbourne .. Bn 24 1 22 3 19 1 17 11 et 
Ballarat 15 6 5 4 13 8 13 10 4 
Bendigo 18 o 16 6 145 14 2 14 #1 
Geelong 20 8 19 5 17 11 16 3 15 "6 
Warrnambool | 18 8 19 0 5 TFS 17 8 17 
Welghted Average 23 4 Sr 18 8 | 17 7 17 3 
QUEENSLAND— 
Brisbane 18 6 rei a 14 1x 14 1 Zz 1c 
Toowoomba ate rio 15 10 16 o 13 I0 14 3 Sh 
Rockhampton 26 ie 13 11 epee 139 12 10 12 6 
Charters Towers An ne 16 5 15 Io 13 to Tr xy Ir 4 
Warwick .. F 14 11 245 8 14 3 Sey, 13. 5, 
Welghted Average 17 9 16 8 4 8 113 tt 4 8 
SouUTH AUSTRALIA— 
Adelaide 5A A ae ate 21 8 20 2 16 7 TS5e 02 15 
Kadina, etc. a = ae 9 9 8 9 8 10 8 4 8 
Port Pirle on cin AG eve 15.4 15 9 14 10 1339 13 
Mount Gambier BS BE Se 12) 4 12 Ir 12 11 13; <§ 13 
Peterborough on an ya 17 11 17 10 15 9 5 5 15 
Welphted Average As = BS 209 | 19 5 i6 2 | 1410 141 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA— 
Perth me oe aa we 2m 0 200 a7, 19 4 17 10 17 
Kalgoorlie Sys Se oo II 11 14 10 14 5 16 4 171 
Northam... bes aol an 20 2 19 10 18 9 17 8 17 
Bunbury an = 3 oF 14 10 res L7) 0 Tb 7: 17 
Geraldton va ae AG 2x 8 23° «5 22 9 pi) 20 
Welghted Averaga ae “6 38 19 11 rs) td {8 10 17 9 17 
TAsMANIA— 
Hobart 55 ve oe ae 20 6 201 19 Io Toes 18 11 
Launceston .. . cs 18 3 ry 9 7) oy 16 9 16 2 
Burnie . . Aa pe: 16 0 IS Bot oxS) os 14 11 
Devonport .. . ow 16 2 17-0 16 0 15.3 14 ir 
Queenstown é ae ree 14. 6 13 2 14 10 15 5 
Welghted Average ee oe 19 18 i0 igs 6 7 04 7 11 
Walghted Average, Australia se ae 22 10 22 4 19 4 Ly ef . ae ee 4 


eR Ss) teerentsncoshowalo tiene a The rents are shown to the nearest penny. 
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Section IV. 


Minimum Rates of Wage for Adult Male Workers in the Main Occupations in the Capital 
City of each State for a Full Week’s Work, at 31st December, 1933. 


NOTE.—Ruling or predominant rates of wage are distinguished from Award, Determination or 
industrial Agreement rates of wage by an *. Except where otherwise specified by a numerical prefix in 
small type, the hours of jabour constituting a full week’s work are forty-eight, vide footnotes below. Award, 
Determination or Agreement Rates are quoted from the latest Awards, Determinations, or Agreements which 
were in force at the 3ist December, 1933. Where two or more Award, Determination or Agreement 
Rates are quoted, the reason for such is that different rates of wage have heen fixed for varlous classes or 
grades of work. in certain cases of this nature the wages are shown in the form (say), 77s. 8d. to 83s. fd. ; 
Indicating that In addition to the two rates specified, there are also certain intermediate rates in force. in 
other cases the rates are shown In the form 7is. 5d. and 82s. 2d., indicating that there are only two 
minimum or standard rates In force for different classes or grades of work, and that there are no 
Intermediate minimum or standard rates. 


GROUP I.—WoOOD, FURNITURE, SAWMILLS AND TIMBER YARDS. 


SSS 























Industry and Occupation. | Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
a. d and 8. d. ed 8. d a.d 
Coopering— 
Coopers 2d ie 88 6 "120 0 7106 6 8x 3 "98 3 "I10 0 
Furniture— 
Cabinetmakers w/a "92 6 83.7 "102 8 8x 3 688 6 85 5 
Carpet Planners ee 692 6 83 7 ae 8x 3 82 8 85 5 
Chairmakers ae "92 6 83.7 8102 8 81 3 688 6 85 5 
French Polishers ose 92 6 83 7 "757, 8 8x 3 86 Xx 85 § 
Upholsterers oc. *"92 6 81 9 *102. 8 79 5 "88 6 837 
Woodcarvers ot "92 6 83 Z $102 3 8x 3 a o 3 Pe 
Wood Machinists .. 92 6 70/t to 102 75/3 to 6/x 91/1t 
? 83/7 1/3 88/6 85/5 
Mattress Making—Wire— 
Finishere .. a 87 p 755 £93 e 73 pee 7 4 
Makers on Aig 87 th i) 93 730 4 4 
Pletura Framing— A 
Compo. Workers ar "86 6 74 27. 93. 0 67 9 $81 3 
General Hands id "86 6 ass 93 0 62 4 $82 3 63 I0 
Gildera a a a 3 77 3 Bas ° Ue 2 at a 
Mount Cutters at 7763 93 0 f) 
Saw Milling and Tlmber 
Yards— P , 
Box and Casemakers. . ie peots| 73 «8 82 11 7o 5 71 0 74 
Labourers .. as 66 11 62 I0 *82 0 59 7 60 3 6§ 11 
Machinists— 
Box Printing ae 69 7 65 7 "82 11 62 4 62 II 66 7 
Boults Carver a 85 I0 81 9 *88 6 78 6 79 «+1 82 xo 
Nalling aa 72a 68 3 "82 I1 65 0 65, 7 69 4 
Planing .. ne 77/8 to 73/8 to “37 7 70/5 to 71/-to 74/8 to 
83/1 79/1 75/10 76/5 80/1 
Shaping .. be 85 I0 8x 9 *ror 4 738 6 79 82 Io 
Ordermen .. a eS wa 8 *84 10 Ciel is 71 Oo cha 
Saw Doctors on 93 11 89 I0 *97 8 86 7 87 3 go 11 
Bawyers— 
Band or Jig -- |77/8 to 88/6|73/8 to 84/5) 90 4 70/5 to 81/3 Tee 74/8 to 85/6 
Circular .. - 75/11 to 71/10 to SSF iT. ee to |69/3 to 76/5| sad 
83/1 79/% 75/10 | 
Stackers .. os yay 4 3 cormes 5 : oe 7 4 - 
Wood Turners 53 85 10 I 9 9I 3 7 
enn ere |e ee EE EEE 
Grovp II.—ENGINEERING, METAL WORKS, ETC. 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
8. d. 8. d. ECE 8. d. 8. d. s. d. 
Agricultural Implemonts— fe 
Sisceaulere 65 "84 6 FOr ee |} Ad 6 10 ae a0 
Bulldozermen oe. | me 190u8 © pie 5 . a 3 ; 3 ze 
Drillers ae us "84 6 69 2 Ne ; Sir oe 
Fitters .. .. | $90 6 1|75/5 to 79/6 a 72/3 to 76/3| *%88 6 
62 9 1 6 
Labourers—unskilled %72 6 66 0 
Machinists—Iron .. | ‘%84 6 yaa '9 & Y *86 10 
a a Bo ae ° es . be : .- 
cro) me 75 0 7 | 3 -- 
Patternmakers - .. | *105 6 86 8 83 6 "95 8 | 
Sheet Iron Workers .. <88 e _ : Ze 2 o 7 
Strikers abe ola 72 





Various numbers of hours constituting a full week’s work. 


. (3) 40 hours. (4) 42 hours. (5) 43 hours. (6) 44 hours. (7) 45 hours. 
8 ee ay taener A Pe hours—Daylight, 48 hours, artificial light, 45 hours. (11) 47 
{eRe a) “ot hours. (13) 60 hours. (14) 86 hours per fortnight. (15) 96 hours per fortnight. (16) 
8 hours, summer 46 hours, winter. (17) 88 hours per fortnight. (18) 52 hours. (19) 50 hours. 
, * , * 
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Szotioxn I[V.—continued. 


QGRovur II.—ENGI!INEERING, METAL WORKS, ETO.—continucd. 


Induatry and Occupation.| Sydney. 


Boller Making— 
Journeymen 
Railwaymen 


Brassworking— 
Coremakera 


Drezsers 
Finishers 
Furnacemen 
Moulders 


Cyclos— 
Assemblers 


Frame Builders 
Repairers 
Turners (Motor) 


Electrical Installatlon— 
Cable Jointera , 


Fitters 
Mechanics .. 
Patrolmen .. 


Wiremen .. 
Other Adults 


Electrical Supply— 
Armature Winders 
Cable Jolnters 


Instrument Makera .. 
Linesmen 
Meter Testers 


Patrolmen—Night 
Shift Electricians 
Switchboard Atten- 
dants an 
Other Adults 
Elactrical Trades — 
Fitters oe 


Mechanics .. 
Wiremen 


Electroplating — 
Platers oe oe 


Polishers 


A all 

lackemiths : 
Borers and Siottors .. 
Brassfinishera 


Coppersmiths 
Drillers—Radial 
Fitters 
Millers or 
Pattern Makers 
Planers— 
Rail and Plate, Edge 
Other... BA 
Shapers 
Turners 


lrenworking—Ass!stants— 
Boilermakers’ Helpers 
oF Labourers 
Engineers’ Labourers 
Furnacemen’s Assists. 
Moulders’ Labourers. . 
Strikers .. 








Melbourne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. |, Aeobere 
soe aa ar d 
Cy oh BG: a. d. s. d. 8. d. are 
83 6 "84 x1 97 8 ‘81 3 Babi He 
"99 0 "84 11 "97 8 *81 3 go 10 
*75/—to | ‘71/5& | ‘7 8 so7/9 eal lis Pee Goa 
88/6 82/2 81/3 ; ‘ 5) & 
74/1 to "70/6 & 78 4 %66/10 to 75 11 Ben 
75/11 72{- 68/7 638 6 978/9 & 
“80/5 to *77/8 & "97 8 *74/— to 85/11 
88/6 84/x1 81/3 ; He 
"77-8 | ‘74 x | *%78/4& | 66 10 ae ane’ 
87/ 
*75/-to | ‘71/5 & | *4/-to | *67/9to | %88 © “72/5 & 
88/6 84/11 97/8 81/3 Bia 
"74 6 | 85/6 & 90/| *89/4 & |*85/ to 100/ eee ho 
97/8 
"76 2 |90/ &92/3| %7 8  |*85/ to 100/ Se aoe 
6 2 90 0 7 8 *85/ to 100/ Ae Ze ° 
88 6 84 11 "ror 4 81 3 *88 6 85 t% 
*Ioz2 6 84/11 & "98 1 81/3 & 83/ 85/11 & 
86/8 87/9 
"102 6 #86 8 *I00 10 *83. 0 88 6 SS79 
"96 6 8x 4 "98 1 Pop oh "88 6 82 4 
. 72/4 & % 9 68/7 to ne 73/4 & 
81/4 77/7 82/4 
"96 6 Siig "8 i he *82 10 8x x1 
- 63 4 77 oO 59 7 710 64 4 
"102 6 86 8 *I00 10 83 0 *B8 6 87 
"102 6 85/10 & 698 x 81/3 & re 85/11 & 
86/8 83/ 87/9 
*ro2) 6 86 8 *Io0 10 83 0 688 6 87 9 
"96 6 8x 4 $98 1 Hk a *83 8 82 
"96 6 76/10 & 698 x 73/1 & se 77/10 & 
79/11 76/3 81/ 
72/4 & "79 9 68/7 & 73/4 & 
81/4 77/7 82/4 
*"10oz 6 81/4 & *I10 I0 a3 82/4 & 
86/8 87/9 
79 11 770 76 3 81 o 
63 4 77 0 59 7 64 4 
*Io2 6 *86 8 *100 10 *83 0 *88 6 *87 
£96 6 8x 4 $98 1 hh if 688 6 82 : 
"96 6 8r 4 %98 1 ry ee) 983 8 82 4 
"81/4 to $77/8 & *88 o 974/ & "88 6 78/9 & 
6 84/11 81/3 85/11 
§82/6 to 84 0 *82/6 to 75 0 oe 
87/ 88/ 
Bq 5 "85 10 *Iol 4 S820 x *88 6 s 
"38 6 84 11 "97 8 "Br 3 688 6 Bo a 
*86/8 to 77/8 & "97 8 74/ & 888 6 8978/9 & 
‘ 8/6 84/11 81/3 85/11 
*39 5 *85 10 "Ior 4 82 1 *88 6 *86 Io 
77 8 ae "85 8 *70 5 *88 6 be hes 
$88 6 "84 11 "97 8 Rou g °88 6 *85 rr 
688 6 (84 Il %97 8 "81 3 688 6 *85 X11 
96 7 93 0 *I03 0 "89 4 %5 «8 "94 1 
*8r «4 ee is *83, 0 74 0 S82 or u 
<88 6 *84 11 "97 8 Br 3 888 6 as “e 
ae 6 484 11 "97 8 681 3 *88 6 885 17 
6 84 11 Cie. i) Br 3 "88 6 685 11 
"72 4 68 8 $98 %6 i ‘ 
72 4 "68 8 $78 : "65 5 oe = eo 4 
2 4 68 8 76 8 665 0 675 II "69 9 
72 4 $68 8 °76 8B 65/00: $75 11 *69 
ait, 4 68 £76 8 *65 0 S75) Te 66 3 
72/4 to "68/8 & 78 4 °65/ & $78 10 *69/9 & 
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Secrion IV.—continued. 


Group II.— ENGINEERING, METAL WORES, ETO.—continued. 


ee Ssh 
| 








Industry and Oocupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
MouldIng—iren— ac ae 8," as a. d. sd: eras 
Coremakers—Machine 875 oO “71 5 "97 8 67 9 083 6 oe = 
Other .. *88 6 "84 11 597) 8 Mek eS | *88 6 885 11 
Dressers and Fettlers Ay ak "0 6 *78 4 *66 10 875 11 ere 7, 
Furnacemen sc £79/6 & 675/11 & *78/4 to $72/3 & *83 «8 eons & 
80/5 76/10 87/8 73/% 77/10 
Moulders—Machine .. “751 0 rs *94 0 *69 6 ®88 6 O74 Ns 
“ Other... *88 6 "84 11 "97 8 "8x 3 888 6 *85 11 
Shest Metal Working— 
Canister Makers *73, 0 |69/4 & 71/2] "89 4 67/ to 75/ 83 2 |*91/8& 95/4 
Japanners— 
Coating or Brush- 
work .. aS S8r 6 He 5 "ox 2 71 oO 
Ornamental a "83 6 “or 2 82 6 o8 
Solderers .. . taf, & 77/ Sone enh. “or 2 69 0 83) 2 
Tinsmiths .. at "87 0 77/5 & 85/6} “or 2 79/6 & 86/6)90/8 & 99/2 "91 8 
Nalimaking— 
Case Wirers Ae “72 6 76 0 63,0 
Labourers .. ve 72 6 76 0 63 o |} 
Setters Up .. ms ‘or 6 87 o 63/ to 77/6 
Wire Working— 
Journeymen De "86 6 75 6 ac 78 o 78 6 "85 of 





Grovp III.—FooD, Drimk, Tosacco, Ero. 














Industry and Occupation,| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Aerated Water and 8. d. GE Gs 8. d. tat 8 od 

Cordiats— 

Bottlers .. ++ |69/2 to 71/5|65/1 to 67/4] "74 0 7o 6 748 ah O 
Drivers (Motor) «+ 173/2 to 80/5! 1967/10 to | *83/ to 91/| **68/3 to 81 3 4%64/10 to 
75/ 75/5 72/ 

» (Oxo Horse) .. 68 8 1963 4 *81 0 463-9 81 3 60 4 
Packers... Su 66 11 62 10 “74 0 67 6 vas TIO 
Wirers AL Gs 66 11 62 Io 0 67 6 74 3 71 oO 

Baking (Sroad}— 

Board Hands "103 6 *I00 Io ®92/ to 97/ 85 0 "88 6 86 6 
Carters (One Horse) . "90 0 1885 0 £83. 0 74 0 77S 61 6 
Doughmen .. *103/6 to | *100 10 *o99 6 85 0 ‘92 6 86 6 

106/ 
Qvenmen .. -» | "x08 6 *r00 10 "97 Oo 85 0 "88 6 86 6 
Binglehands -» | "106 o "110 0 "99 6 go 0 "92 6 86 6 
Baking (Bisculis and 

Cakes 
Adult Males Py: ‘72 6 72,0 "74 «0 63.0 7. 3 66 Oo 
Bakers ar << "87 6 8x 0 "8x 6 68 o 85 3 74 6 
Mixers “3 os 78 6 8x o *8r 6 66 © 85 3 78 0 

Brewlngp— 
Adult Males "100 oO "92 0 "82 0 "97 6 34 3 92 6 
Bottlers and Washers ®100 oO %92 0 682 0 897 6 $85) 3 92 6 
Cellarmen .. -» | "103 0 "103 3 *87 Oo "97 6 *85/3 & g2 6 
90/3 
Drivers (Two Horses) | *r03 0 68 3 "87 Oo "100 6 S8e 4 68 
+, (Motor under 8 S109 0 68/3 to | *84/to92/} *103 6 os 68/3 & 
tons) : 71/10 71/10 
Towermen .. Srl ks ae "95 8 "82 0 *r00 6 "84 5 94 6 
Butchering (Carcase)— 
Chilling Room Hands "82 6 ae "or 6 95 0 874 9 
Labourers esi) ee *86 6 *7r 6 "79 0 95 0 "79 3 66 6 
si (Mutton).. | «8 © "71 6 "79 0 95 0 papas come 
Secalders .. 3 *88 6 78 9 "or 6 10g 0 Nia aie ah 
90/9 
Slaughtermen (Beef)... | 126 6 596 Oo *I01 6 130 0 "96 9 108 o 
i (Mutton) (a) "96 0 "tor 6 130 0 "96 9 108 0 





(a) Plecework rates. 
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Szorion 1V¥.—continued. 


Grovr I11.—FooD, Daink, TOBACCO, BTC.—continucd. 











1 r bart. 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelalde. | Perth. Bo 
| 
8. d. Mid: ie 8. d. | 8. d. 8. d. 
Butchsring (Retall)p— ~ 8 
Carters(Cash Cutting) | *93 6 i GN) SING 70ie3 89 3 ia 
ii oa ae *76 o 68 3 82/6 & 65 0 74 3 
5/6 
General Hands ee *86 0 79 6 Sor 6 76 3 gfe 3, eed 5 
Bhopmen .. .. | £86/t093/6 79 6 aor 0 76 3 |89, + 94/3 aude 
Smaligoodsmen Ar $96 6 ihe Es ®or 6 74 0 [89/3 &94/3 
Cold Storage and ice— 
Chamber Hands .. |*82/6 & 86/6] “90 9 *r09 9g «(| *64/ to 73/ 71 S a 3 
Pullers and Stackers... fe "90 9 "115 3 «| *64/ to 73/ aI 3 
Confectlonery— 
einen no |b 8S Ger a6 85 6 * 8x 6 | 68/ & 73/6 81 9° oe 6 
Storemen .. ae *68 6 72 6 "78 0 63 0 81 9 8 
Ham and Bacon Curlin 
Curers—First Hosted "102 6 85 I0 "103. 0 84 10 OF) 13 30 ° 
Cutters Up—First Hand) * 88 6 ogre e *97 o rh 87 9 Me ° 
Ham Baggers - <4 72 9 “or o 71 9 84 9 oe ° 
Lardmen .. * 75 0 |72/9t079/1| * 91 © 71 9 87 9 0,0 
Rollers and Trimmers: *80 0 I © B84 9g 78 1 |82/9 & 87/9 80 0 
Scalders .. on75, (0 79 1 #93 3 78 90 3 80 0 
Slaughtermen ma * 89 o 85 4 "103 0 84 I0 597 3 108 o 
Smallgoodsmen— 
First Hand £95 o 85 10 "I03 0 84 10 97 3 go 0 
Bmokers—First Hand *8r o 7o0 1k * 97 78 1 82 9 80 0 
Jam Waking and Pre- 
serving— 
Adult Males Ae 65 6 65 6 ° 74 © 65 6 773 65 6 
Bolderera .. ae 72.46 72 6 ® or 2 72 6 Vip eel 72 6 
Malting— 
Maltstera .. Ae *90/ to go o "74 0 *97 6 "84 3 83 0 
g1/to 
Miliing—Condiments— 
Grinders .. Ae * 8: o 7Oo oO 5 16 66 © 63 «5 
Mixera or Blenders .. 7450 7210 75 6 68 o 63) 5 
Stone Dreasers ae (a) 77:0 © 7506 73 6 63 5 
Milling—Flour— 
Millere—Head Pe 97) 6 "o78 6 * 96 6 “97 6 #93) 16 117) o: 
o Shift .- | $84/6 to 95/| *34/6 to 95/| *88/ to 96/ | °84/6 to 95/ “8uA to Bee 
90/9 102/7 
Packermen ve e216 292) 6 *76 6 © 72, 6 70 6 85 6 
Puriflermen ae “975 6 75. (6 *76 6 “75 6 $73 2 81 o 
Silksmen .. oe ea © asm 6 *76 6 “75° 6 693° 2 81 0 
Storemen—Head d 77 (6 oe 16 #.8x 66 Si ga 0G S75 0 go 0 
Topmen c aa 675 6 75. 6 "76 6 Suge 6: Wey oe: 85 6 
Truckera and Others on *68/6 to *68/6 to ae *68/6to | *66/to 68/8 81 Oo 
71/6 71/6 71/6 
ae Le lla ee P A 
mmen.. sa 7 79 75 6 66 6 rae 81/ & 85/6 
Millers—Head on * 87 o 78 6 a 73 «6 ays a / 
94/ 
Pastrycooking— 
Carters on as = 35 6 63 9 © 8x 0 74,0 76 10 ax 6 
Paatrycooks ieulluoue G0) 6 100 © i0zn 85 0 |89/3 iS 96/9 ° 


Group IV.—CLoTHING, Hats, Boots, Bro. 
—_——— eS 
Industry and Oocupation.! Sydney. | Melbourne.} Brisbane, Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 








8. d. s, @. 6. d. 8. d. 8s. d. a. d. 
Bootmaking— | 
Bootmakera ae * Bo xr * 80 311 © 80 az © 80 11 PeGzeed Seourz 
a i a a . 
ers me oC 90 7 ©" gor 7 G0. 97, * 90 "102 “ 
Pressers .. Ae Sse ifr 2 wits 27 $ 8: ; * 88 3 W Br dj 
Tailors ze Lae nS a CBs 7s |) Beare 4 “8:1 7 *88 3 * Bre 7 
Trimmers oe ois 7 © 85 «7 | lt | Pa eS ee *88 3 or 2 





(a) Hourly rates—as. 6d. per hour. 
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Industry and Occupation. 


BookbindIng— 
Bookbinders 
Finishers 
Marblers’ . 
Paper Rulers 


Engraving (Process)—(d) 
Engravers .. a5 
Etchers—Half-tone .. 


Etchera—Line 
Operators 


Printers 
Routers 


Lithographing— 
Printers ee 
Rotary Machinists 
Stone Polishers 


Printing (Dally News- 
papsrs)— 
Compositors— 
Day Work 
Night Work 
Linotype Attendants— 
Day Work He 
Night Work on 
Linotype ama 
Day Work 5 


Night Work 


Machinists (First 
Hand)— 
Day Work ate 
Night Work 
Publishers ... 


Readers— 
Day Work 
Night Work : 
Neaders’ Assistants— 
Day Work f 
Night Work 
Stcreotypers (Firet 
Class)— 
Day Work xa 


Night Work se 








° 











Group V.—Books, PRINTING, BINDING, ETO. 


ee 


Sydney. 


&. 


eeaen 
ao 
On 


e775 
4125 


& 495/& 


105/ 


*120 
“130 


‘ go 
“100 
107 


9117 


d, 


10 
10 


AD AN AD 


Io 


°o 
° 


6 
6 





Melbourne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. 
8. d. 8. da, a. d. 
* 85 10 *IorI o * 85 Io 
* 85 10 *10r Oo * 85 Io 
* 85 Io Sr0¥) iC * 85 10 
* 85 Io *Ior o * 85 ro 
®r05 ae 82 0 
"96/6 & "104 0 94 6 
105/ 
*103 0 *99 0 80 6 
%96/65 & *104 0 94 6 
105/ 
© 98 6 *94 0 7o 6 
* 96 6 on. 16 7o 6 
85 Io *I05 0 * 85 ro 
* 85 10 *Io5 o * 85 Io 
i 5 *85 0 i i ae} 
*rr3 Iz *108 10 le a) 
“137 4 *Tx6, 2 ‘100 I 
£95 6 o95, 10 72.73 
‘104 6 *I00 oO $78 6 
(a) *I20 I (a) 
(a) "127 5 (a) 
*Ir10 4 “1x7 6 #92) (0, 
4119 4 “122 6 4100 1 
® & * 89/3 | *84/ to 100/| ° & * 73/1 
to 103/3 to 81/3 
*113 11 *I05 oO *94 9 
arA%0 A) *II0 Oo “loz 10 
*8 3 ‘90 0 2 70) S 
“98 3 057 10 Re Ate MS] 
*99 3 97/6 & Poe 3: 
105/ 
#108 *102/6 & * 80 4 
110/ 





Perth. 


8. 


a@eaeae 
co 
a 


e 85. 


*120 
*134 


*108 
‘120 


*130 


®142 


"112 
or25) 


A eeeis 


"120 
“133 


Sox 
*104 
3105 


4118 


d, 


5 de) 
10 
Io 
10 


ro 


no 


woo 


Io 


= 


ann 
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Section IV.—continued. 
Group IV.—CLoTHING, Hats, Boots, 2T0.—continued. 

| | 

Industry and Occupation. Sydney. Melbourne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth Hobart. 
| 

" Talloring—Ready- ~macio— 8. d. 8. d. a. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 
Cutters me ; “Jaki Ua tae | ime het Ta 7 ae ae aa "Sse | * 82 10 Cy heme § 
Folders i. “2466: <9 "66 9 | ©66 9 * 66 9 : *66 9 
Machinists .. SSS er8x OF SRY. C7 N22 Or. a ere oy 
Pressers a an oan 67 Sar) 8 Bx 7 wt Ss * 82 10 bait Se f 
Tailors Lae) any J Wire 84, ©8z 7 SSx) 7. * 82 10 *8r 7 
Trimmers .. Sex: 47. *8x 7 a8 7: | a8 ce * 82 ro Ly aa J 

Textile- Working—Woollen | | 

Mills— | | | 
Carders =D a8 *69 6 | 68 1r *74 0 | 57 2 60 4 68 x11 
Dyehousemen S7r io. OS ar a “Se4a ol Fp Ey} ae] 60 4 66 3 
Labourers—General . ®69 6 | Gea Nez to: | 57 2 60 4 66 3 
Pattern Weavers S165: 16 7o 10 aA 59 10 63 0 69 3 
Scourers i ee a ° 68 4 ly (ae | rae, a 4 66 3 
Spinners ie ¥ 6 68 1 G5" ‘0.1 57 2 4 68 Ir 
Tuners we ac) 73/6" to 85/| 70/10 to b2/ *74/ to 85/ | 58/6 to 72/ 62/8 a 66/2 yo to 
r/tr 


Hobart, 


8. d, 


85 
85 
85 
85 


* 85 


8 71 


‘90 I 


°99 


(a) 
(a) 


Io 
ro 
Io 
Io 


10 
ro 


ew on 


© 90 rr 


£99 0 
6 & §72/ to 


80/1 


$ 93 
“Ior 


6 69 
SM Fe 
* 80 


* 88 








(a) Piece-work rates. 


(0) Other than in newspaper offices. 


ane 


ne 
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APPENDIX. 


Szcrion [V.—continued 


Group V.—BooKs, PRINTING, BINDING, ETO.—continued. 


Industry and Occupation. 





Printing (Job ae 
Compositors 
Electrotypers 
General Hands 50 
Linotype Operators .. 


Machinists = 
Monotype Operators” 


Monotype Casting 

Machinists ela 
Readers fe ete 
Btereotypers ne 


Industry and Occupation. 





Brickmaking— 
Burners... 60 


Carters—Two morse 
Drawers 

Labourers .. 
Machinemen é 
Panmen.. Re 


Pitmen Ac 
Setters ee ae 


Wheelers .. oe 


Brushmaking— 
Bass Broom eeere 
Finishers .. 
Machinists—Boring . 
Paint Brush Makers . 


Candis Making— 
Acidifiers ; 
General Hands we 
Glycerine Distillers .. 
Moulders .. ao 
Stilimen .. 


Cardboard Box Makers— 
Guillotine and other 
Cutters .. ae 


Other Adults 


Coachmaking oa 
Bodymakers F 
Labourers .. ar 
Painters .. Bo 
Smiths a0 ye) 
Trimmers .. 30 
Wheelmaking Ma- 

chinists .. on 
Wheelwrights 5 


Fellmongering— 
Bate Hands 
Green Handa 
Limepit Men 


Machinists 50 


Soakhole Men ae 
Wool Sorters : 





























Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
i aes Se es | 
s. d. 8. d. s. d. a. d. 8. d. 8. d. 
* 85 10 * 85 10 "lor 0 * 85 Io * 85 10 * 85 Io 
‘ 83 10 s Bs 10 *ror 0 * 85 10 £8510 255i 0) 
® 64 2 “64 2 * 85 0o 64 2 £64 2 a 
ONS 7 s96. 7, *105/ & #96 7 *96 7 96 7 
112/4 
* 85 t0 *85 ro |985/ &x01/| * 85 10 * 85 10 85 I0 
Ch) of eye) *t00/ & #96 7 "96 7 96 7 
106/ 
* 85 10 * 85 10 *85 0 ® 85 10 * 85 10 5 85 Io 
Sor 2 Sor 2 ‘tor o cigr, ta "or 2 ig leh 2 
* 85 10 * 85 10 "lor Oo * 85 10 * 85 Io 85 10 
GROUP VI.—OTHER MANUFACTURING. 
Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
8. d. s. d. 8. d. e. d. sd 6. a. 
‘87 6 71 6 | *82/ to 88/ 72 0 |*&80 9 84 0 
"85 0 68 * 86 0 68 3 80 I0 68 3 
e87e 16 71/ to 76/ 276: 6 80 0 (a) 84 0 
*8r 6 Bs o%, 8 69 0 “96 4 8r Oo 
* 83 6 $976) 6) \\72/ &)75/, E707, 81 0 
4817/6 & 68/6 & 72/6 See 72 On 75/1 OMe 81 o 
85/6 7670 
85 6 |71/6to 76/6) %74/8 & 74 0 876. 4) 81 0 
*87 6 | 71/ to 76/ 76/6 80 0 * 80 10 87 0 
74/8 & 
S°8r 16 65 6 76/6 69 oO So 760 07, 81 0 
* 8) 0 85 6 *oxr 6 78 oO 
* 89 o 85 6 or 6 78 Oo 
*89 0 85 6 Sor 16 78 Oo 
Br 98) 16: 90 0 *or 6 82 0 
Bore 16 73°00 #48) Jo 66 o ais Oe 
*69 6 67 0 Ost 0) 63 0 "69 3 a7 
74 70) 730 ‘74 0 66 o S79. 33 an 
71) 16 73° «0 780 66 o 78.4 627 & 
74 6 7a oO (iris fe) 66 0 ren oe 


*75/ to 77/8 
"64 2 


oo joa) 
oo a 
H 
nn ADAH A 


ue od we NNNG 








*75/to 77/8| * 89 


° 


*75/ to 77/8 |*75/to 77/8) °75/ to 77/8 





“64 2 "76 0 S645 2 *64 2 64s 
84 5 £98 0 81 3 88 6 85 6 
Beas tO. 77 © 59 7 qi 0 63 11 
84 5 *98 o *8r 3 88 6 “385 6 
84 5 £98 o 8x 3 88 6 85 6 
84 5 *98 o 81 3 88 6 85 6 
84 5 *98 o 8x 88 6 8 
84 5 * 98 0 81 ; 88 6 Bs 6 
66 7 "86 6 66 o A 
66 7 * 83 6 66 o ae 
66 7 | §86/6 & 66 o ie 
89/6 2 
69 4 *83/6 to 66 0 
92/6 
69 4 £89 6 66 0 ee : 
784 £8 6 66 0 56 3 





(a) Plece-work rates. 
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Section IV.—continued. 
GRouP VI.—OTHER MANUFAOTUBING—continued. 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
s. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. sud: bef 
Gas Making and Suppty— acs 
Coke Trimmers ©82 3 O75) 4 o 74). 0 A sea F 
Gas Fitters © 096 4 ®o4 5 *I0g 6 *90 3 96 6 ° 84 11 
Labourers .. a725 16 *69 8 7A) Lani eae 69 3 72 5 
Mainlayers .. 84 5 85 3 *85 0 "86/7 to SP Bras *85 5 
87/6 
Metermakers ®or 6 84-0 "go/g to 93—3 85 5 
IIit 
Meter Testers ® 84 5 8r 2 ‘ ‘ a 5 4 a 
Service Layers ©84 5 85 3 e105 0 “9003 84 3 aS Saes 
Stokers *88 8 | 83/ to 86/1 |"99/ & tox/ |*81/ to 82/4 *86 0 "86 8 
Glassfounding— 
Furnacemen Sone e762 5: "830 © 92-0 #97 0 
Labourers .. 72 6 67 6 74° 0 63 0 88 o 
Lehrmen a 12°75 10 471 oO be 1966 6 19 88 o 
Sorters 50 ee 74 11 7o oO 76 6 66 6 go 6 
iact Working and Glazing 

evellers .. 5 04 4 82 2 B97, 10 * 90 8 
Cutters and Glaziers “92 6 82 2 © 3 ° 59 3 ee 3 = d 
Lead Light Glaziers . “92 6 82 2 ae 79 5 of 
Silverers “oi ©94 4 82 2 lo @ 79 5 “9048 

Jewellery, Clock and 
Watchmaking— 
Chainmakers *86/ to 89/ 85 oO * 86 6 18 60 oO 93, 5 ae 
5) 
Engravers .. eo © 85 o 10 94 o | 886/6& 89/| * 82 o "93, 3 vegeta 
5 
Mounters .. "86 6 85 o | *86/6 & 89/| ** 88 o S193) 3 eae 
5 
Betters or a * 89 0 85 0 * 89 0 1° 88 Oo ®93 3 1180/ to 
8 s 
Watch and Clock- af 
makersand Repairers} 96 o |!%90/&100/| * 91% 6 1¢ 88 oo $o4 3 42 85 /o® 
Masonry—Merble and 
Stone— 
Carvers 3140 8 "320 § "118 8 "120 5 "104 9 
Machinists— 
Carborundum On 3114. 0 79 2 "118 8 "87/5 to "104 9 
97/4 
Other... «+ | *100/4 & 90 0 "118 8 *87/5 to "104 9 
mS. 97/4 
Masons Go og 8114 *96 0 "x18 "97 4 "104 9 * 93 11 
Paper Bag Making— 
Guillotine Cutters “75 © "75 0 * 92 6 er fe) hy 8) *'75'>0 
Machinists .. Oe 13 Soh ty * 92 6 77 8 EP Ske ts 
Paper |v a 

eatermen . 50 * 86 6 Br 9 
Breakermen On *69 6 66 6 
Guillotine Men oe *68 6 65 7 
Machinists .. “ * 86 6 84 6 
Ragboilermen An ris US 65 7 
Other Adults aS *68 6 62 II 

Potterles—General— 
Burners—Head * 8x 6 74.0 * 82 o 84 of 81 0 
Hollow-ware Presser | *86 6 72 0 “74 8 75 of 81 0 
Sanitary Pressers *92 6 730 *74 «8 ae 81 0 
Throwers—1st Class *92 6 79 0 “93 0 100 o* 84 0 

Potteries—Pipemaking— 
Burners—Head ae * 82 0 a4 0 * 88 o 84 0 78 I0 81 o 
Drawers... *76 6 71 0 47 8 84 0 71 Oo re 
Moulders .. *83 6 67 0 7dr, Be 78 10 | 75/ & 76/6 
Mould Makers *78 6 79 0 or 70g40 84 0 cee oe} + 
Setters ; "80 6 ZnO: ra. 8 : 74/3 & 76 6 

78/10 

Quarrying— 
Borers— 

Hand or Machine .. * 86 o * 83 0 * 83 2 80 6 78 2 79 0 
Dresserae.. $95 2 go 0 Mh ae 74 6 . 76 © 
Facemen * 88 o 8 o | *83 2 | 74 6 oe 64 0 
Hammermen | °84/ & 86/6] * 90 0 eiSae 2a) 74516 sg San2 76 © 
Machine Feeders *90 0 ‘81 6 Chg | 74 6 * 80 10 73,0 

32 
Quarrymen “95 2 5 * 86 10 | 746 | *78 2 | 79/ & 92/ 


en es ee rene eee ene 
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Section I1V.—continued. 
Group VI.—OTHER MANUFACTURING—continued. 















































| 
Industry and Occupation. so a Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth Hobart 
s. d. 8. d. 8. d. ad a. d. 
Rubber Working— 
Calendar Hands SA Bae & 80/10 & we 
8/6 84/5 
Cycle Tyre Makers .. x ee 6 * 66 5 ee 
Dough Mixers Ad Soon 1G 66 5 ae 
Hosemakers ue 9972/4 & %68/3 & =2: 
78/7 74/7 
Mechanical Lathe °72/4 & °68/3 to He 

Hands... ae 76/4 2/4 

Mill Hands uF %68/8 & %68/3 & na 
7 7 

Spreaders os 9973/2 & 69/2 & | Ke 
78/7 ie 

Surgical Packing, sod 972/4 & %68/3 & ee 

other Makera ae 78/7 74/7 
Tyre Moulders A | Le, eee By 

Saddlery and Harness- 

making— | 
Harnessmakers Ba 7, Bye “7: 84 7 82 0 88 6 && 7 
Saddlers 84 7 Ley ip at 84 7 82 0 88 6 84 F 

Sail Making— 
Sallmakers .. Ee 84 7 84 7 84 7 75 0 74 3 84 7 
at.’ Buliding— 

arpenters and Joiners O20 Ss On oO Sig2 5) C92. 5 *92 5 £92) 
Dockers .. 88 x | 88 4x *80 7 88 1 “" 80 7; 33 
Painters .. 83 x 88 1x “80 7 88 1 &80 7 Ar 
Shipwrighte 106 1 "097 4 ®97 2 106 I 106 1 "97 2 

Soap Making— 
General Hands "69 6 67 Oo S34 0 63. 0 69 3 62 
Mixers AS *69 6 TRO: ee ramets} 68 o 76 3 40 
Soap Makers *8r 6 e716 74.0 4c 74 3 76 & 
Tanning and te oe 
Beamsmen . ; Way 3 73 2) oR 2 73.2 thie 73 2 
Curriers'.. Ts a 3 77-3 73 Ci) 77° 3 
Japanners or Enam- 

ellers - 7O It Jo X1 7o 11 70 XI 70 11 7O mr 
Litmemen and Yardmen 65) 7 65 7 65 7 G5: 65 7 65 7 
ee 

leshing .. wie A tae} TNE war 2 73 «2 73«2 2 
8couring aie 66 5 66 5 66 5 - 66 5 66 5 ee 5 
Splitting Ab 773 7 ie we} io 3) 77. 38 CHEM PH cama: 

nhairing 68 3 68 3 68 3 68 3 68 3 68 3 

Rollers and Strikers . 7o 1 7o 1 7o 1X 70) 3 Jo 1% 7o 

Tablemen .. Ae 68 3 68 3 68 3 68 3 68 3 68 3 
Tent and Tarpaulln 

cueee f /2 to 84/7|79/2 to 84/ 

utters... +» |79/2 to 84/7|79/2 to 84/7!79/2 to 84/7 75 0 8 
Machinists .. ++ |79/2 to 84/7'79/2 to 84/7|79/2 to 84/7 750 79/2 a is 
Sewers—Hand .- 179/2 to 84/7|79/2 to 84/7\79/2 to 84/7 750 ie 79/2 to 84/7 
Tent Makers - |79/2 to 84/7/79/2 to 84/7|79/2 to 84/71 75 0 74 3 |79/2 to 84/7 

Group VII.—BuILDINa. 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart, 
Bullding— 8. d. 8. d. ‘dd. fa 
he haa ‘ é F a. d. a. d. 
urface .. 97 99 0 ®io9 6 © o8 x 6 ‘ 

Sewer and Tunnel .. "103 6 *I07 3 *I09 6 6 33 1 6 a g cere 
Carpenters .. S109 0 #92 1 S109 6 6 gg 6 505 /1% 
Yatouring (Builders),. | © 76 9 $72 7 “ior 2 6 69 = “Bs Z selsue 
Lathers ot Ae "113 6 *I04 6 ®t0o9 6 (a) (a) ‘ 73 4 
Metal Ceilers weil SxOre oO 95 4*| "109 6 a sroyeegal ies 74 
Masons axe 8114 0 696 o S118 8 % 97) 4 104 9 e 33, ot 
Painters, Paperhangers ® 99 10 *or 8 S109 6 *90 2 Cian, ae s ee xs 
Signwriters : "107 2 or 8 "109 6 *o6 ig 1B ae nas e 





(g} Mainly pieco-work. 








(2) Piece-work rates. 
































(6) Not mined. 
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Section [V.—continued. 
Group VII.—BuILDING—continued. 
‘Gndustry and Occupation. Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
“Bullding—continued.— 8. d. #.¢d, LEB sd, arin, | ety d. 
Plasterers— 
Surface .. *rr3 6 ® 96 3 *I09 6 98 1 "104 9 * 90 
Sewer or Tunnel *II9 oO ®Iog 1 *115/6 to ev QR oer *r10/9 to 95/3 & 
118/6 116/9 tor/ 
Plumbers, Gasfitters ®II0 Io 694 5 ®I0o9 6 .<077 2 S98 uG *84/11 to 
113/ 
Slatera ‘tro Io *I05 5 *t09 6 (a) (a) *95\ 4° 
Tilers ®t10 10 ® 99 11 ®109 6 98 1 rel WS ORI vibe 
Tuckpointers 96 6 *r00 Io *I09 6 S98" x (a) rx 0% 
“Water Supply and 
Sewerage— 
Concrete Workers Behe & ®90 8 | *85/to94/2 73 «6 S75) a5 77 «6 
89/6 
Labourers .. 679 0 © 68 .2 "75 6 qo 6 "69° 33) 9X 6 
Miners—Sewer 1& %102/6| °%78/2 to Stor, 6 a 78 3 83 6 
& 121/ 83/8 
Pipe-jointers and 
Setters -. |987/6 & 92/| * 80 2 *79/6 & |73/6&76/6| * 78/3 & 77, «6 
ae 81/4 87/3 Pe 
GRovuP VIII.—MINING. 
Industry and Occupation. N.S.W. Victoria. | Queensland.} S. Aust. W. Aust. | Tasmania. 
‘foal Mining— Crt 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. iaced, 8. d. 
Blacksmiths «. | 4413/6 to j4494/ & ror/| °r14/6 to (b) &4o5 6 *r2t 6 
122/ 126/6 
Bracemen om [gti -o 1495/6 & ®r00/ to 
81/3 117/6 
Carpenters .. .. | 4109/6 to $95 6 8109/6 to *T07) 20 
124/6 126/6 
Deputies we | 28x32/6 to ®105/ & *117/6 to 8126 o 
143/ 112/11 133/6 
Engine Drivers— 
Winding and Loco. | ‘4117 to ®99/ & ®108/5 to *r07/ to *113/ to 
| ES 105/9 140/5 115/ 124/6 
Other é | 14708/6 to | 8°90 to r00/ | *r03/1 to ar bog ds) 
i Beayi 129/7 
Labourers— | 
Surface .. .. | 4x05 0 | 72/ to 77/ |*97/torr4/ 72 6 ®105 0 
Underground M105 to |'481/to 87/3! °97/6 to £80.40) 14105 o 
108/6 r14/ 
Miners— 
Machine .. mb (a) (a) ee to *93/ to 101/ 
7131/6 
Manual—Dry Work (a) (a) a) “or 6 (a) 
Platmen or Banksmen | *108/ to 8 92/6 to °97/6 to 80 0 MT05 0 
; 112/ 99/3 114/ 
Bhiftmen— 
Dry Work 14105/ to 892/6 to ®rr0/3 to Dei 1 4719/6 to 
129/6 99/3 126/6 123/3 
Wet Work os 14105/ to 899/6 to *120/3 to 
129/6 106/3 136/6 
Shotfirers . | 14126/6 to ac ®r10/3 to é"92 6 
37/ 126/6 
‘Timbermen.. 14105/ to 8§92/6 to *r10/3 to a.92) .6 
129/6 99/3 126/6 
Weighmen .. ee 1772 0 e989 6 os 4174 0 
Wheelers 14105/ to °84/6 to *100/6 to {83/to92/| *4xo5 0 
112/ 90/9 119/ 
‘Gold and Other Mining 
(except Coal)— 
Battery Feeders 6 & 74/6 to 58/1 to *84/4 to (c) 678/6 to 65 10 
83/6 67/10 89/10 90/6 
Bracemen .. 1&77/6to| %62/7 to 689/10 to *87/6 to “68 7 
83/6 72/4 a5/4 00/6 


(c) South Australia—Particulars relating to rates 
of wage and hours of labour in the mining industry are not shown, owing to the difficulty of obtaining 
‘reliable data on account of the depression in the industry. 
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Section IV.—continued. 


Group VIII.—Minina—continued, 




















Industry and Occupation. N.S.W. Victoria. | Queensland.| S. Aust. W. Aust. | Tasmania. 
d. 6. @. 8. a. 
Gold and Other Mining fn Ge 8. d. eau. 8. d. 
7 coxcant Coal)—contd. 
Engine Drivers— 
Stationary § & 75/7 to ECR to | %88/ to 100/ g1/6 to 97/6 Sa 
82/10 
Winding and Loco. | * & 84/7 to 76/20 teal 956 /tox20/ 94/6 ie 724 ee 
93/7 : 
Firemen... BO. pitt me to | 66/ to 78/9 safe 84/6 to 90/6|62/1 to 68/7 
100/10 
Labourers .. 1&74/6to! 57/5 to | %84/4 to *78/6 to “65550 
os 77/6 67/10 89/10 90/6 
iners— 
Machine .. 1& 83/6to| 62/7 to | °98/ to ®91/6 to We to 
tees 86/6 84/1 103/6 103/6 6/ 
nual— - 
Dry Work .. | &83/6to| 66/3 to | %89/r0 to 86/6 to | °73/11 to 
86/6 82/3 95/4 4105/6 75/4 a 
Wet Work 92 6 7g to °98/ to 95/6 to 79/4 
87/8 104/6 P 114/6 sore 
Platmen L& 77/6 to| %62/7 to | *89/10 to Soe 68 7 
83 72/4 95/4 99 
Bhaft Sinkers— : i 7 
Dry Work 1&86 6 “71/7 to | 89/10 to %93/6 to 79 4 
84/1 104/6 110/6 F 
Wet Work 1&92/6to} ‘*77/ to *98/ to *102/6 to 100 3 
95/6 89/6 104/6 119/6 2 
Timbermen. . 1& 82/to| 67/7 to 98/ to 93/6 to 76/8 to 
92/6 | 82/9 103/6 110/6 82/1 
Grovur IX.—RAILWAY AND TRAMWAY TRANSPORT. 
Industry and Occupation. Sydney. Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Railways— a. d. 8. d. 8. d. s. d. 8. d. 8. d. 
Engine Drivers ecco. a 
1st Clase .. Stx4 6 105 6 S302 x 105 0 *r06' 5 105 9 
and Class "108 6 too 6 aoe 5) 102 0 ‘t00 Oo 100 4 
3rd Class. . *roz2 6 95 0 eign rx 96 0 S930?) 94 11 
4th Clags.. "96 6 89 6 ® 86 Ir 90 0 ® 88 10 89 7 
5th Claas. . 90). 6 84 0 ° 86 11 a6 | ® 88 10 84 2 
Viremen— 
tet Class .. Bo “Ga, 16 78 6 erSrzy 0 81 0 ® 86 5 78 9g 
and Ciass en ©7578 6 73 «6 * 81 o 76 6 ie oy 75 th 
3rd Clasa.. es Baa 16 68 o OTe aaG'l 73106 $79 63 67 11 
Guards— 
st Class .. ae *81/6 to | 88/ to g1/ * 98 2 | 85/ to 88/ ® 88 10 84/2 to 
86/10 
2nd Clasa Ab “igh. to | 84/ to 87/ *93 6 | 81/ to 83/6 * 86 5 |78/9 to 81/5 
3rd Class. . oo “ale os 70/6 to 78/6) * 84 1x | 65/ to 73/ |*81/7 to 84/|73/4 to 76/1 
Portera . wt | 62/6 to 76/ "77 3 {59/6 to 63/6} *69 3 62/7 to 
Shunters— erat 
ist Class .. ++ 1896/6 to 98/ |"787/ to92/} *% 98 2 |79/6to 82/6} * 78 3 76 1 
and Class ++ |%92/ to 96/6 |1"83/to 85/6} * 91 11 | 73/to 75/6) *% 75 3 734 
std Class ++ | 880/ to 90/6} 3" 76 o * 88 10 
Ordinary... rem 750 86 2T68)) to “8: 6 “75 3 
73/6 
£ignalmen— 
Special .. oe SROs) 0 ‘92/9 to | 79/6 to88/| *%o91 o 
99/5 
1st Class .. a) ‘aa/5 fe 11 87 o ® 90 10 77 0 *184 0 75 4 
9 
2nd Class ++} * 90 6 81 6 6°87 8 74 6 ® 79 2 vos 
3rd Class. . San AD 87 6 | 7G * 8: 6 69 o 035 3 
4th Class. . mi *75/6 to 73 6 @ 58 ‘ 
84/6 3 78 4 66 0 72 3 A 
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Seorion IV.—continued. 


GROUP IX.—RAILWAY AND TRAMWAY TRANSPORT—continusd, 
































Industry and Occupation.| Sydney, Melbourne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Bransass (Electric and 8, d. 8. d. s. d, rie he ad. ad. 
al — 
Car Washers orCleaners| ° 66 6 68 3 *8r 7 64 0 *69 3 67 © 
Conductors— 
ist Year .. Xe ° 69 6 68 3 *76 6 165/6t067/6| *7r 3 66 0 
and Year ae 52) 6 7o 11 *76/6 to 67 6 La (oy ee! 68 6 
79/6 | 
ard Year an 75h o 73 8 ae 71/ to 73/ | ° 79 2 7x 0 
89 
Horse Drivers ie 72 6 69 2 *8r o 68 3 Ce 4 63 9 
Labourers .. ae * 66 6 62 11 Nath (ei 62 0 S09) 4 67 0 
Maintenance Men... “74,0 Jo It Lit} ceed 65 0 ee 69 6 
Motormen or Grip- 
men— 
ist Year .. rc 895) (6) 68 3 *76 6 67 6 € 479 2 67 6 
and Year ea °78 6 7o ir cay to 70 0 #479 2 70 0 
79/6 
grd Year ne *8r 6 73 8 pa to | 73/ to 74/ *479 2 72 6 
89/6 
Overhead Wiremen— 
Leading .. Be *98 o 86 9 *rr4. oY 76 0 * 84 0 86 to 
Other .. -« | 890/& 92/6 81 4 *98 1 74 0 77756 79 8 
Pitmen aie aa) er 6 79 +21 "85/3 to | 67/6 to 70/ Wi ie 78 0 
89/10 
‘Signalmen .. .. | 81/6 to 76 4 *82/6 to | 73/ to 78/6 
87/6 86/6 
Track Cleaners on ° 660 6 68 3 74 6 | 62 0 * 82 o 67 0 
Group X.—OTHER LAND TRANSPORT 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
€arrying—Merchandise— 8. d. 8. d. a. d. a. d. 6. a. e. a. 
Carriers— 
One Horse ae 7, AG: 63 9 or 0 63 9 76 10 63 9 
Two Horses ri oP SZ G: 68 3 * 86 0 68 3 80 I0 68 3 
Corporation Carters— 
One Horse at ®° 8: 6 63 9 *8r o 63 9 ae re 63 9 
Two Horses An * 89 0 68 3 * 86 0 68 3 Ono 68 3 
Jinkers— 
One Horse se ees Fae g 70 I1 88 o 7o II 63703 7o It 
Two Horses wen) 0 82 76 iy 5) 93 0 ih fs 87 3 75 5 
Sanitary Carters AB 8685/6 & 67/4 to ® 82 o *67/4 to * 76 6 |67/4 to 76/4 
90/6 76/4 76/4 
8table Hands dc 677/ & 62 Io 7410) 62 10 78 0 62 10 
82/ 
Motor Lorries and 
Wagons— 
Under 3 tons ea Rae & 68/3 to 683/ to o1/ 68/3 to 80/1 & 68/3 to 
89/6 71/10 71/10 84/1 71/10 
3 tons or over me 689 /oto 94/ 75 5 |%96/ to tor/ 755 87 3 7 
Litt Ue ie 
oods Pa i 70 6 72. 0 80 0 63/ to 70/* Ji 50 Saige 
Passenger .. es 670 6 72 0 | *74/ & 76/ | 63/ to 70/* | 7i 0 72 6 
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Section 1V.—continued. 
Group XI.—SurippmyaG, WHARF LABOUR, ETO, —— 


' nis. 
Industry and Occupation.| N.S.W. Victoria, |Queensland.| 8, Aust. Waaust, | Tanne 























(aaa ciate agate (cae cecemaaal 6. d. 
Waterside Working— 8. 4. 8. d. 8. d. 8. a, 4. a: 
Wharf Labourers per Ay 24 
houra Ca 24 2/4 to 2/9 2 4 
aS a ee eee ee 
Passenger Vessels—inter- 
stateb— 
Bakers per month 250/9 to 304/9 
Barmen e 222/9d 
Butchers fn 250/9 to 286/9¢ 
Cooks— 
Chief ” 349/9 to 376/9¢ 
Second oa 277/9¢ 
Third 223/9¢ 
Ships’ a 268/9¢ 
Pantrymen FS 240/9d 
Scullerymen ” : 205/9¢ 
Stewards— 
Chief Saloon ,, 231/9d 
Second ms 258/94 
Becond Saloon ,, 258/94 
Fore Cabin “f 240/9d 
Bedroom 
and Other ,, 213/9 to 222/9d 
All Vossels—interstateds 
A.B. Seamen per nionth 249/9 
Boatswains s 267/9 
Donkeymen a 303/9 
Firemen... a: 285/9 
Greasers .. fi 285/9 
Lamp Trimmers ,, 267/9 
Fuel Trimmers ,, 249/9 
Vessels. Vessels. 
Marine Enginesrs b « g— Under 100 N.H.P. 100 NV.H.P. and over. 
Chief per month 519/ to 5609/3 596/3 to 938/3 
Second ais i 425/3 425/3 to 596/3 
Third See. ey 375/9 375/9 to 488/3 
Fourth 5 vi 322/3 to 434/3 
athe ey eh 
E on 3xr/ 
Seagoing Seagoing 
Passenger Vessels. Cargo Vessels. 
Merchant Service b f g— | 125 tons or under, Over 10,000 tons.  60tons or under. Over 10,000 tons 
Masters per month 529/3 1,532/3 450/ 1,136/3 
Officers— 
Chief... 5 403/3 596/3 349/3 524/3 
Second .. ” 349/3 524/3 313/3 470/3 
EOIN R RSs + 443/3 + 407/3 
Fourth and 
Fifth .. A Fic 313/3 Ac 3133/3 
on et ee EE ee as 
a Rate of wage quoted is for other than special cargo. 6 Rates of wage quoted are in addition 
to victualling and accommodation. ¢ Not more than 8 hours per day. d Not more than 16 
hours per day when at sea, 9 per day when in intermediate ports, not more than 8 per day whenin terminal 
porta. 6 Minimum rates under the Commonwealth Award are classified according to nominal horsee 
power of vessels. f Minimum rates under the Commonwealth Award are classified for interstate 
Vessels, snd for vessels within a State according to pagete a the lowest and highest classes for interstate 
pasasnger and cargo vessels are here given. Marine Engineers—Not more than 8 hours per day. 
Masters and Officers—Ordinary length of duty ina oo at sea or in port or partly at sea and partly at port: 
aball be 8 hours. h Not more than 8 hours per day. 
GRovP XIJ.— AGRICULTURAL, PASTORAL, ETO 
Industry and Occupation. N.S.W. Victoria, | Queensland.| 8. Aust, W. Aust. Tasraznia. 
8. a 8, d, s. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. a. 
Peat de / to 32/6 | 7/6 ¢ ] 
enera!l Hands 6 .. {20/ to 32/ 7 0 20/ | 15/ to 30/ | 15/ to 20/ 15/ to 30 20/ to 35, 
Harvesters a b -» | 30/ to 55/ | 25/ to 40/ | 30/ to 60/ | 30/ to 40/ re to re au to a 
ike ab j . 5h “ He oy - ay ot 0 20/ | 10/ to 20/ | 15/ to 25/ | 20/ to 35/ 
oughmen @ a5 hs 0 32 2/6 to 25 20/ to 30/ | 15/ to 20 20/ to 6 
Chaficuttera— : By) / 40) leaf Selaae 
Portable .. Ss es OnE ys) 78 0 3 74/6to102/ | 18 75 0 
Stationary at: si a750 0 78 o 69 0 |74/6to 102/| 1% 75 o 
| 
| 


ee eee ee 








(ilar footzotes. ase uext pagal) Ge footrotes see next page 
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Section TY.—continued. 
Group XII.—AGRICULTURAL, PASTORAL, ETC.—continued. 
Industry end Occupation.| N.S.W. Victoria. | Queensland.| 8S. Aust. W. Aust. | Tasmania. 
-@ardening— =: @: 8. d. ed, 8. d. 8. d. a. a. 
Gardeners .. ate 6o 08 Ce Hh to 85) 5 66/ to 69/ 75 It Wasa 
76/1 
Labourers | 48/ to 60/* | 60/ to 65/x e760 63/ to 66/ 71 0 70 
“Nurserymen ate 60 o* 74 10 83. 6 69/ to 75/ 78 10 73\. 0 
Labourers | 48/ to 60/* 67 70 63/ to 69/ 71 Oo 70 0 
Pastoral Workersd— 
Cooks... os 74 3 74 3 | *124/6 to fs) eyo Me 74 3 
1133/3 
Shearers .. per 100 5 | a7 4 fal ° Coe | 26 6 27 3 
Shed Hands b Ae Jo Oo 70 0 OG 5 jo o 74 6 7o Oo 
Wool Preesers b 5 76. 6 76 o * 88 o 76 o 80 6 76 0 
Rural Workers— 
Fruit Harvesters a4 6x/1 to 59/2 to 740 53/8 to 
62/11 62/11 62/11 





& Ruling or predominant rates, zee note at commencement of table. 
{n addition to board and lodging provided. c Hours in the farming industry vary considerably, and 
no rellable particulars can be published. d Shearers’ and woolpressers’ hours are 44 per week; 
-shed handa’ hours are the same as shearers with such additional time a3 may be necessary to finish picking 
up fleeces, &c. Should the time engaged picking up, &c., exceed 30 minutes per day, all time thereafter 
must be psid as overtime. The hours of cooks are not regulated. 


b Rates of wage quoted are 


GRovup XIII.—DomEsti0, HoTELs, Bro. 


Nore.—The rates of wage specified for employees in Clubs, Hotels, and Restaurante represent the 
weekly cash payment where Board and Lodging are not provided. 





Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. 























Perth. Hobart. 
Cooks (Hotels and a, d. ra 8, a. 8, a. s. d, ad. 
Restaurants)—- 
Chefs ne ee * 89/ to 77/8 to *99/ & 104/) 88/ to 113/ | 87/4 & 95/1| 65/3 to 
181/6 104/3 115/2 
Cooks—Second &79/ to |72/4 to 88/6} * 89 o 73/ to 83/ 73/11 & 51/10 to 
131/6 79/8 91/10 
Cooke—Third te § 76/6 to 72 4 “85 o 73, («0 72 11 51/10 to 
101/6 75/% 
Kitchenmen a * 68 6 66 X11 * 76 6 63 0 70 9 64 2 
Halrdrassing— 
Hairdressers an * 87 6 go o * 89 o 88 o | 85 3 | 85/ to 105/ 
Hotels— 
Barmen air ne x75 0 90 IL * 80 o 80 0 89 3 79 3 
Billiard Markers Be * 66 6 66 11 Sia iG 63 0 7o 9 64 2 
Handymen ae *66 6 66 11 “74 0 63 0 7o 9 | 54/7 & 58/8 
Litt Attendants as *66 6 72 0 a 30: 63 0 oy & 
4/2 
Porters—Day Work * 66 6 66 Ir 74" 0 65 6 7o 9 55 1 
Portera—Night Work S70) 16 66 11 740) 65 6 72 X1 64 2 
Waltera—Head aa Sar ha 7X 10 © 74 0 | 73/ to 76/ a 74/1 & 86/ 
Walters—Other ats * 68 6 66 I 74 0 68 6 7x xr | 57/9 & 74/2 
‘Restaurants— 
Pantrymea a *66 6 60 0 7G 65 0 70 9 64 2 
Walters .. oe | * 66 60 0 76 6 | 68/6& 69/6 70 9 1|57/9t0 74/1 
Group XIV.—MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL LABOUR. 
Industry and Occupation. Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Factory Engine Oriving— Pe rear 8 a. d. s. a. a. d. s. d. 
Engine Drivers (Sta- 
tionary)— 
1st Class . . 77/8 to 80/5; 75/11 to ®ror 0 |70/5 to 73/1) 71/ to 73/9 |74/7 to 78/2 
8/8 
2nd Class 75/ to 77/8 73/3 to * 93 0 [67/9 to 70/5| 68/4 to 71/ ee 
975/11 74/ 
std Claes +» | 75/ to 77/8 Oe to * 85 0 |67/9 to 70/5| 68/4 to 71/ day to 
75/11 4/7 
oeret tla oR 67 65 7 69 2 
zat Clase 72 4 a3 Chat) 9 
and Clase 69/7 to |66/6 to 73/3 61/ to 66/10 oa to (66/5 to 68/3 
7o/rr 4/3 
Greasers .. ne 69 7 66 6 * 83 0 62 4 211 66 5 
Trimmers J 68 3 66 6 * 79 «0 61 0 or oF 65 «1 





ee 
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GRour XIV.—MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL LAaBour—continued. 
Se oe eee eee eee eee 


Industry and Occupation. 


Muntelpal— 
Labourers .. : 
Street Sweepers a0 


Shon and Othor el 
Boot Salesmen 


Chemists’ Assistants 
Clerks oe Be 


Drapery Salesmen 
Furniture Saiesmen .. 
Grocery Salesmen 
Hardware Salesmen .. 
Railway Bookstali 
Assistants be 
Tobacconists’ Aasts. 


Btoremen — Packing, 
Cleaning, &c¢.— 
Night Watchmen 


Office Cleanera 
Packers—General 
Storemen—deneral .. 


Wholesale Grocery— 
Packers 40 an 
Storemen .. 


Whelasals Hardware— 
Packers 


Storemen .. ye 
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Srcotion IV.—continued. 


Sydney. | Melbourne. 


8. da, e. a. 
‘8x 6 64 8 
* 8x 6 69 2 


84 0 286 0 


“06 0 *I1I0 Oo 
* 81/6 to §& 2 74/ 
‘ Bees 88 

4 ° 
s 84 re) 41 95 fe) 
£99, 0 80 0 
* 84 0 75 6 
er 7, 8r 0 
Oe cy) 85 0 


70/6 & 74/| %*68/3 & 
78/ 


13 
*73/ t083/ | * 70 6 
677/6 to 80/ 65 6 
* 74/6 to 65 6 
77/6 
* 76 o 


72 6 
* 74 6 | 72/6 to 78/ 


* 77/6 to jo o 
79/6 
* 74/6 to 7o oO 


76/6 


Brisbane. 


*74/ & 79/ 


77 


° 79 
79 


79 
79 


79 


eooo 


oo 


oo 


Adelaide. 





ooo 


oo 





Perth, 


79 


79 
79 


79 
79 


a. 


oo 


Www WwHWWwW Ww 


ww 


w 


ee 


Hobart. 





3. 4. 

7x 6 

71. 16 
°B0/ to 95/ 


110 Oo 
8 99 © 
880/ to 95/ 
107 oO 
79 3 
go © 


90 © 
79 3 


60 9 
1970 0 


66/9 to 65/3 
60/9 to 65/3 


67 1 
67 % 


67 
67) x 
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Section Y. 


Minimum Rates of Wage for Adult Female Workers in the Main Occupations in the 
Capital City of Each State for a Full Week’s Work at 8ist December, 1923. 
(See Explanatory Note at top of page 143.) 
Group III.—FooD, DRINK, TOBACCO, ETC, 














Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
8. d. s. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. a. a. d. 
Biscult Making— 
Adult Females a “38 6 36 6 ea9) © 31 6 * 39 10 29 (6 
Confectlonery— 
Adult Females me P37. 0 38 6 » 304. (0 32 0 938/1 to 4l 4 
53/t 
Jam Making and Pre- 
serving— 
Fiilers ae 40 6 40 6 “44 6 40 6 Ee a 40 6 
Other Adulte 34 6 34 6 “44 6 34 6 a7 5 34 6 
Tea Packing— 
Head Women ae * 36 9 46 6 eae 
52 
Other Adulta 36:9 40 6 #*39° © 36 6 37 11 
Tobacco Working 
(Cigars)— 
Ringers “40 0 © 42 0 36 5 
__ Wrapper Leaf Strippers oe 16 #49 66 36 5 
Group IV.—CLOTHING, Hats, Boots, ETO, 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. Melbourne.| Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth Hobart. 
8. d. = a. d. 8. a. s. d. 8. d. e. d, 
Bootmaking— 
Machinists — Wax 
Thread .. aye 48 9 * 48 9 #48 9 © 48 9 Sc £48 9 
Other Adulte Sur 45 Bicars as @4r 5 “41 5 Sas ary 6 
Dressmaking— 
Adult Females *36/4 to *36/4 to *36/4 to $36/4 to %42/3 & 36/4 to 
54/9 54/9 54/9 54/9 43/11 54/9 
Dyers and Cleaners— 
Adult Females "36/4 to "36/4 to *36/4 to *36/4 to Lng Gi $36/4 to 
41/8 41/8 41/8 41/8 41/8 
Hat Making (Siraw)— 
Finishers and Machinists} * 39 o ®39 0 * 39 0 *39 0 300 0 
Millinery— 
Adult Females *36/4 to *36/4 to *36/4 to *36/4 to ©4o 6 *36/4 to 
39/ 39/ 39/ 39/ 39/ 
Shirt Making— 
Adult females se "36/4 to *36/4 to | %36/4 to *36/4 to %40/8 & "36/4 to 
50/3 50/3 50/3 50/3 47/2 50/3 
Tailoring (Ordar)— 
Machinists— 
Coat Hands "45 9 45009 “45 9 "45 9 S54 45 9 
Trousers, Vest Hands * 40 10 ® 40 10 * 40 10 * 40 10 § 46/to * 40 10 
48/4 
Talloresses— 
Coat Hands "45 9 45 9 *45 9 451.9 “55/4 to 45,19 
56/5 
Trousers, Vest Hands * 40 10 * 40 10 © 40 I0 * 40 10 “as to * 40 10 
40/4 
Tallerlag (Ready-made)— 
Machinists— 
Coat Hands *43 6 rey Ory 18 ease 6 ores X ar ed 
‘Trousers, Vest Hands| ° 39 0 * 39 0 8739) 50 * 39 0 *40 8 CT ke) 
Talloresses— 
Coat Hands £43 «6 Grey (5) ey te Orgy (e Uri es “43 6 
Trousers, Vest Hands} 38 «1 #38 «1 © 38 «6 * 39 00 “40 8 * 39 © 
Textile Me oor (Woollen 
Mills)— 
Comb Minders Aan “4r 0 37/1 to ®39 0 31/1 to 32/10 & 35/10 & 
38/5 32/5 34/2 37/2 
Drawers and Menders | %44/to50/| 35/8 to #39 0 29/8 to 31/6 to 38 « 
- 43/10, R 37/10 es a 
arpers oe 5/ to 50/ 37 39 0 3i 11 33 
Weavers—Loom “ #50 ° 39 4 #39 0 33 4 35 1 38 1 
Other Aduita Ae Ley i) 35 8 ® 39 Oo 29 8 31 6 34 
Underclothing— 
Adult Gernnles ar 36/4 to °36/4 to *36/4 to *36/4 to °42/3 & $36/4 to 
48/5 48/5 48/5 48/5 43/11 48/5 
1 
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Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. 


Bedding and Furniture— 
Bedding Machinists .. 
Picture Frame Workers 


Bookbinding— 
Folders and Sewers .. 


Brush Making— 
Adult Females ate 


Candle and Soap Making— 
Adult Females Co 


Cardboard Box-Making— 
Box Makers me 


Other Adults 


Jawellery— 
Chainmakers 


Gilders Af Ag 
Polishers .. : 
Scratch Brushers 


Leather Goods— 
Adult Females ata 


Paper Making— 
Adult Females ae 


Paper Bag Making— 
Adult Females 


Potterles— 
Adult Females 


Printing— 
at es Office Assist- 


Lihoecstiine Feeders 


Rubber Working— 
Adult Females a 


Tent and Tarpaulin ee 
Machinists 
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Srotrton V.—continued. 
GROUPS ee eee ee ee Tl., V., AND VI.—PRINTING AND OTHER MANUFACTURING, 


Melbourne. 
8. a. 8. d. 
Scazyio * 36 11 
46.0 w40") 0 
Srgae x eS 
v44e 20 40 0 
3 Zao 35 9 
*39/4 to *39/4 to 
43/10 43/10 
e 
34/10 to | #34/10 to 
38/6 38/6 
"44/6 to 85 0 
49/6 
448 77 6 
* 44 6 85 0 
* 44 6 40 0 
Rargaes oz: "42 2 
* 36 6 a5) 2 
*34/10 to *34/10 to 
39/4 39/4 
* 36 0 23406 
> , 43 1 e $42 1 
Ar 2 sratys2 
36 oO Jee a 
42 2 S42 52 


Brisbane. 


. 

> 
° 
° 


° 


* 42 


° 


* 42 


8 5x 
© 5x 


ooo 


43 9 


n 


42 


Adelaide. 





8. d 
#36 0 


° 
wn 
a 

ooo 


*34/10 to 
39/4 


,42 1 
Ste 2 


38 Oo 


Group XIII.—HovSsEHOLD, HOTELS, ETO 


NoTE.—The rates of wage mentioned herein for employees in Hotels and Restaurants represent the 
weekly cash payment where Board and Lodging are not provided. 





43 11 


O42 


8309/4 to 
43/10 
34/10 to 


Perth. Suge ee ee re ee 
pe 

gs. d. 8. d. 
43 Ir a 39 9 
38/6 


49 10 

49 10 , 

49 10 : 

49 10 . 
"45-7 "42 3 
434/10 to *34/10 to 

39/4 39/4 
CR ac poe 
LTT eet S41 2 
<739) a5 ee eR? | |? | | "42 2 





Industry and Occupation. 





Hoteis— 
Barmaids 
Housemaids 
Laundresses 66 
Waitresses—Head .. 


Other 


Laundries— 
General Hands ote 
Machinists— 

Shirt and Collar .. 
Sorters a we 
Starchera .. a 
Washers oh 


Office Cleaning— 
Adult Females e 


Restaurants— 
Pantry Maids oc 
Waitresses .. ae 





Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth Hobart. 
8. d. &. d. Pat: b s. d. 8. d. 8. d. 
Seve to: 56 2 * 74 0 48 6 gr 3 59005 
*45 0 45 2 AiG 40 6 51 43/4 & 47/4 
*so 6 47 8 OEE 44 6 51 6 SOL ta: 
2 5r 0 47 8 © 4x 6 45 6 i 56/10 to 
62/9 
46 0 45 3 © 4x5 6 40 6 51 6 aala 9 
50/9 
30.0 * 36 6 "40 0 34 6 44 24 0 
ee Oa Se £40 0 38 6 48 9 | 24/ & 30/ 
a Sab a6 442 0 38 6 44 9 24 
° 42 9 40 0 34 6 44.9 24 0 
036) & 42/ 47/6 to $40 0 34 6 539 36 0 
72/9 
"44/6 & ® 60 o * 54/ to 39 6 (a)r 9 
46/9 58/ 
e 6 
4 0 36 9 £42.56 35 6 42 9 445 
°39/ & 40/6 36 9 "42 6 |37/&44/6 | * 40 10 |43/4 to 50/9 











{a) Per hour, with minimum of 25 hours per weak- 
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Section V.—continued. 
Group XIV.—SHOP ASSISTANTS, CLERKS, BTO. 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. Melbourne.| Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth Hobart. 
8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. &. d. 8. d. 
Cisrks, &c.— 
Cashiers .. wag. 3 5 & * 46/6 69 o ©&*45/ | (a) 47 6 54 0 
Clerical Assistants BAR 3 5&* 46/6 69 o §&%45/ 2 54.0 
Saleswomen— 
Boot 2 *49 66 1138 0 54 6 40 0 44/8 & *45 0 
48/9 
Drapery "49 6 45 0 54 6 40 0 bs "45 0 
52 
Fruit and Confectionery} * 40 o 38 6 54 6 S44 8 49 6 
Newsagent and Book- 
stall aS S40, 4 36 6 54 6 40 0 4a 6 45 0 
Tobacconists *50 6 yo o 54 6 E70 tus 8 49 6 











(a) 38 hours, except in special circumstances. 
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Section VI. 
Weekly Rates of Wage and Hours of Labour—Australia and Other Countries. 








GREAT BRITAIN AND - 
AUSTRALIA (SYDNEY). NoRTHERN IRELAND (LONDON). NEw ZEALAND (AUCKLAND). 





July, 1914. 31st Dec., 1933. | August, 1914. |318t Dec., 1933.) March, 1914. [31st Dec., 1933. 
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(a) Kilnmen (Christchurch). 
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(b) Average of various establishments. 
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Section VI.—continued. 


Werxty Rarzs or Wace ann Hours or Lasoun—AvsTraLia AND Ornrr Countrres—continued. 
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Sept., 1914. 1st Oct., 1933. 
Industry and Occupation, 
-“ -“ = - -“ - -“ “ 
co. es ony ar: ) poets ° Be ch ys ° poe ° eas ° nee 
38 og 83 ok 3s Se 36 | es a6 38 BS | Ss ee Se Bre og 
End Ci) ao 38 3 66 acl 68 2s of |] @2 | 55] Se oe) 3 Ci) 
ee | 2am me Zia ae Lai me | 2H a 44) se | ah | se | ae ete a 
Building—continued. 8. d ad 8. d. s. d. 8. d. s. 8. d. & d 
Painters oe oe oe 64 0 48 99 I0 44 36 3 49t 67 I0 44 60 6 44 89 1 44 86 5 54 Tig 2 44 
Paperhangers ate as oe 64 0 48 99 Io 44 36 3 494 7I 6 44 60 6 44 89 1 44 86 5 54 11g 2 44 
Plasterers ao ve OF 78 Oo 48 113. 6 44 40 O 49t 71 6 44 66 0 44 89 10 44 |105 7 48 155 Io 44 
Plumbers an a0 oe 7200 48 IIo I0 44 39 8 494 71 6 44 62 4 44 89 10 44 gI 10 54 137 6 44 
Tramways— to 
Conductors— 66 o 
1st year ais +e aS 48 0 48 69 6 64 Oo 42 0 84 0 52 I0 60 
2nd year ats 55 ae 5I 0 48 72 6 44 27s (a) to 48 to 48 to 48 52 I0 60 ais 4 
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Motormen— 
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(a) Hours were reduced in 1919. (b) Not available. 
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Retail Price Index Numbers—1911.—Base.—The index-numbers in the following tables are computed for the Commonwealth 
Court of Conciliation and Arbitration on a different basis to those given in previous sections of this Report. As indicated in the 
headings to the tables the rent constituent is based upon the weighted average: of all houses. The index-numbers are directly 
comparable with those published in Labour Report, No. 15, and in Quarterly Summaries of Australian Statistics previous to 


No. gg. 
Retail Price Index-Numbers—Food and Groceries Only. 


Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 1911 = 1,000, 


























































































































1920. 1930. 1931. 1932. 1933- 

ee Ceo ei aileee tt 8 | Bl ey el el oe | el eB) gl oe ei) eee 

(ee loess fame 4] ame Pe BR ef ica es De beet Pg ae 

2 *] cw5/ 465] 2 MS bo] 45 /es5/3S/25| 85 25 | 35/35 | 485 25 5 | ts | 8s 

251 &>! Bel Sol #6| 86! 661 861 61 FS] FE] $6! ESI FS! FG! SS 1 FG! GG! Bel Ro 

NEw Sours WALES. 

Sydney .. .. .- | 1,953 | 1,933 | 1,941 | 1,965 | 1,824 | 1,808 | 1,748 | 1,657 | 1,608 | 1,588 | 1,533 | 1,539 | 1,555 | 1,540 | 1,519 | 1,480 | 1,423 | 1,428 | 13,444 | 1,423 

Newcastle bu .. | 1,912 | 1,879 | 1,885 | 1,911 | 1,817 | 1,794 | 1,727 | 1,624 | 1,606 | 1,586 | 1,508 | 1,506 | 1,529 | 1,507 | 1,503 | 1,452 | 1,406 | 1,415 | 1,446 | 1,449 

Broken Hill aN .» | 2,272 | 2,284 | 2,299 | 2,342 | 2,214 | 2,195 | 2,068 | 1,978 | 1,901 | 1,86x | 1,734 | 1,732 | 1,745 | 3,719 | 1,728 | 1,624 | 1,572 | 1,580 | 1,565 | 1,573 

Goulburn on »» | 1,947 | 1,935 | 1,951 | 1,988 | 1,856 | 1,800 | 1,722 | 1,609 | 1,565 | 1,551 | 1,463 | 1,452 | 1,466 | 1,504 | 1,50r | 1,459 | 1,402 | 1,408 | 1,407 | 1,393 

Bathurst os «- | 1,898 | 1,846 | 1,850 | 1,884 | 1,790 | 1,775 | 1,712 | 1,615 | 1,580 | 1,56r | 1,490 | 1,496 | 1,492 | 1,492 | 2,463 | 1,406 | 1,363 | 1,379 | 1,420 | 1,411 
Weighted Average— 

New South Wales «+ | 1,958 | 2.937 | 1,945, | 1,970 | 1,833 | 1,817 | 1,754 | 1,662 | 1,615 | 1,594 | 1,535 | 1,540 | 1,555 | 1,542 | 1,523 | 1,480 | 1,425 | 1,430 | 1,447 | 1,428 

VICTORIA. 

Melbourne ale «» | 1,773 | 1,800 | 1,800 | 1,809 | 1,683 | 1,677 | 1,640 | 1,528 | 1,493 | 1,419 | 1,370 | 1,373 | 1,405 | 1,378 | 1,345 | 1,291 | 1,230 | 1,256 | 1,295 | 1,312 

Ballarat .. as .. | 1,802 | 1,812 | 1,856 | 1,888 | 1,767 | 1,763 | 1,708 | 1,573 | 1,527 | 1,459 | 1,427 | 1,415 | 1,432 | 1,386 | 1,354 | 1,313 | 1,275 | 1,295 | 1,330 | 1,332 

Bendigo .. ae «. | 1,842 | 1,832 | 1,883 | 1,891 | 1,766 | 1,783 | 1,733 | 1,574 | 1,542 | 1,470 | 1,442 | 1.443 | 1,428 | 1,413 | 1,390 | 1,340 | 1,288 | 1,294 | 1,334 | 1,325 

Geelong .. os -- | 1,792 | 1,784 | 1,809 | 1,835 | 1,664 | 1,671 | 1,623 | 1,539 | 1,44 | 1,385 | 1,369 | 1,392 | 1,42 | 1,412 | 1,393 | 1,336 | 1,283 | 1,307 | 1,346 | 1,336 

Warrnambool xc .. | 1,708 | 1,719 | 1,810 | 1,844 | 1,719 | 1.713 | 1,653 | 1,583 | 1,506 | 1,426 | 1,420 | 1,440 | 1,462 | 1,452 | 1,429 | 1,385 | 1,30r | 1,323 | 1,363 | 1,350 
Weighted Average— 

Victoria cia .- | 1,776 | 1,800 | 1,805 | 1,816 | 1,689 | 1,685 | 1,645 | 1,532 | 1,494 | 1,422 | 3,376 | 1,379 | 1,408 | 1,381 | 1,349 | 1,297 | 1,237 | 1,262 | 1,301 | 1,315 

QUEENSLAND. 
| | 

Brisbane a +» | 1,729 | 1,690 | 1,684 | 1,700 | 1,605 | 1,537 | 1,490 | 1,402 | 1.429 | 1,420 | 1,355 | 1,374 | 1,361 | 1,335 | 1,304 | 1,279 | 1,238 | 1,245 | 1,255 | 1,262 

Toowoomba a8 e- | 1,670 | 1,632 | 1,651 | 1,691 | 1,590 | 1.547 | 1,496 | 1,419 | 1,436 | 1,370 | 1.318 | 1,338 | 1,330 | 1,326 | 1,297 | 1,254 | 1,204 | 1,202 | 1,218 | 1,222 

Rockhampton oe -» | 1,833 | 1,786 | 1,797 | 1,813 | 1,743 | 1,656 | x.6xx | 1,514 | 1,556 | 1,516 | 1,457 | 1,502 | 1,508 | 1,458 | r,421 | 1,393 | 1,338 | 1,355 | 1,342 | 1,322 

Charters Towers .. -- | 2,016 | 1,947 | 1,979 | 1,940 | 1,852 | 1,796 | 1,656 | 1,608 | 1,637 | 1,637 | 1,581 | 1,595 | 1,605 | 1,583 | 1,548 | 1,53I | 1,470 | 1,443 | 1,412 | 1,412 

Warwick ats ~- | 1,755 | 1,710 | 1,725 | 1,756 | 1,65 | 1,608 | 1,556 | 1,460 | 1,454 | 1,437 | 1,404 | 1,413 | 1,390 | 1,396 | 1,372 | 1,347 | 1283 | 1,295 | 1,306 | 1,31 
Weighted Average— 

Queensland .. «. | 1,745 | 1,704 | 1,703 | 1,729 | 1,626 | 1,559 | 1,508 | 1,421 | 1,448 | 1,424 | 1,370 | 1,392 | 1,381 | 1,355 | 1,324 | 1,298 | 1,253 | 1,260 | 1,267 | 1,275 
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Szcrion VII.—continued. 


Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 1911 = 1,000. 






































Reraw Pacer Inpex-NumBrrs—Foop snp Grocmrres Owiy—continued. 
























































































































































1930. 1931. 1932. 1933. 
Town. a Ps rf a i rs u is ie Fi i iS ‘f rs Fe K ‘ re a 
s|/ as 3 s s| g3 3 a s/s 3 a 338 e 3 3 | 98 
25 5 S 3 | 25 t5 1/55 es s| 85 | S35 s/| U5 | Ss 2s S| Oo | 23 
aol Aol Bel Se | #6 | Sol Bel Se | BG fe] Bel Se RG | he | Sool Bel kel eal ke 
f SouTH AUSTRALIA. 
Agslalde,. - . 1,844 1,921 | 1,890 | 1,779 | 1,758 | 1,633 | 1,528 | 1,493 | 1,449 | 1,349 | 1,354 1,397 | 1,352 | 1,289 | 1,272 | 1,307 | 1,328 | 1,324 
a, XC, . 1,993 1,942 | 1,931 | 1,837 | 1,700 | 1,664 | 1,584 | 1,473 | 1,492 1,538 | 1,519 | 1,447 | 1.419 | 1,435 | 1,432 | 1,449 
Port Pirie 1,974 1,917 | 1,910 | 1,784 | 1,679 | 1,626 | 1,552 | 1,459 | 1,466 1,459 | 3,452 | 1,373 | 15334 | 1,345 | 1,344 | 1,336 
Mount Gambler .. 1,825 1,755 | 1,675 | x 641 | 1,540 | 1,420 | 1,384 | 1,360 | 1,373 1,400 1,370 1341 1,322'-| 1,321) | 1,329) | 3,325 
Peterborough a0 2,086 1,954 | 1,947 | 1,865 | 1,699 | 1,631 | 1,58 | 1,468 | 1,497 1,482 | 1,443 | 1,388 | 1,367 | 1,378 | 1,390 | 1,391 
Weighted Average— : 
South Australia 1,856 1,792 | 1,772 | 1,649 | 1.542 | 1,505 | 1,459 | 1,359 | 1,365 1,407 | 1,362 | 1,300 | 1,28r | 1,315 | 1,334 | 1,330 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 
Perth, &c. 1,952 1,820 | 1,808 | 1,700 | 1,546 | 1,568 | 1,548 | 1,442 | 1,419 1,492 | 1,423 | 1,358 | 1,318 | 1,387 | 1,355 | 1,349 
Kalgoorlie, &c. 2,245 2,087 | 2,130 | 2,078 | 1,843 | 1,8x0 | 1,800 | 1,747 | 1,753 1,767 | 1,734 | 1,696 | 1,662 | 1,686 | 1,683 | 1,660 
Northam 2,057 1,938 | 1,954 | 1,873 | 1,634 | 1,632 | 1,595 | 1,549 | 1,540 1,571 | 1,523 | 1,458 | 1,414 | 1,473 | 1,449 | 1,436 
Bunbury at 2,062 2,018 | 2,045 | 1,915 | 1,701 | 1,649 1,638 | 1,560 | 1,492 1,524 | 1,489 | 1,449 | 1,374 | 1,433 | 1.439 | 1,423 
Geraldton “ir 2,021 1,977 | 1,972 | 1,903 | 1,691 | 1,677 | 1,672 | 1,611 | 1,608 1,609 | 1,531 | 1,414 | 1,334 | 1,360 | 1,364 | 1,377 
Weighted Averago— 
Western Australia 1,988 1,858 | 1,853 | 1,752 | 1,586 | 1,599 | 1,580 | 1,482 | 1,462 1,526 | 3,461 | 1,398 | 1,357 | 1,420 | 1,393 | 1,385 
TASMANIA, 
Hobart .. 1,838 1,762 | 1,757 | 1,705 | 1,584 | 1,545 | 1,476 | 1,401 | 1,412 1,450 | 1,4r0 | 1,385 | 1,319 | 1,341 | 1,390 | 1,364 
Launceston 1,760 1,734 | 1,713 | 1,679 | 1,574 | 1,525 | 1,469 | 1,415 | 1,399 1,413 |1,375 | 1,348 | 1,299 | 3,315 | 1,338 | 1,315 
Burnie .. ie 1,889 1,832 | 1,857 | 1,799 | 1,676 | 1,556 | 1.514 | 1,474 | 1,492 1,50I | 1,466 | 1,431 | 1,371 | 1,382 | 1,366 | 1,345 
Devonport 5 1,844 1,719 | 1,719 | 1,691 | 1,577 | 1,559 | 1.479 | 1,427 | 1,455 1,500 | 1,430 | 1,424 | 1,365 | 1,374 | 1,368 | 1,370 
Queenstown 2,039 1,940 | 1,949 | 1,919 | 1,829 | 1,774 | 1,062 | 1,612 | 1,636 1,624 | 1,606 | 1,600 | 1,553 | 1,569 | 1,563 | 1,558 
Weighted Average— 
Tasmania .. 1,826 1,761 | 1,753 | 1,708 | 1,593 | 1,548 | 1,483 11,417 | 1.422 1,451 | 1,41x | 1,386 | 1,326 | 1,345 | 1,380 | 1,357 
Weighted Average— 
Thirty Towns. . 1,866 1,762 | 1,745 | 1,682 | 1,577 | 1,545 | 1,503 | 1,442 | 1,446 1,454 | 1,423 15,376 1,325 | 1,344 | 1,365 | 1,361 
Weighted Average— | | | 
Six Capital Cities 1,859 1,75¥ | 1,734 | 1,673 | 1,568 | 1,538 | 1,496 | 1,435 | 1.439 11,465 11,448 | 1,416 | 1,369 11,317 | 1,337 11,359 | 1,355 
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1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 1933- 
‘TT . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . 
ee SE ee ee ree) OR oe Se | Shee sk Sl § g 
Sh) eel eel oe eal aa eee) oe lea) eal gel oa sale | ee lat | sal ee las 
25186) 86! 861 861 861 61 $6] 26! FG! Re] RO! BG! FG] Rol Rol Fal fe! al to 
New Sours WALES. 
ae AE SS eS See Ses Oe ee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
Sydney .. are .. | 1,863 | 1,865 | 1,874 | 1,878 | 1,890 | 1,877 | 1,817 | 1,773 | 1,736 | 1,668 | 1,625 | 1,518 | 1,504 | 1,496 | 1,477 | 1,468 | 1,462 | 1,453 | 1,458 | 1,457 
Newcastle Ao .. | 1,583 | 1,583 | 1,583 | 1,565 | 1,563 | 1,546 | 1,516 | 1,498 | 1,470 | 1,409 | 1,370 | 1,213 | 1,222 | 1,209 | 1,208 | 1,198 | 1,193 | 1,192 | 1,193 | 1,193 
Broken Hill Be .. | 1,010 | 1,013 | 1,006 | 1,006 | 1,010 | 1,015 | 1,012 | 1,012 | 1,016 | 1,009 | 1,006 873 887 887 804 893 897 8907 8990 904 
Goulburn 55 .. | 1,824 | 1,827 | 1,830 | 1,837 | 1,846 | 1,832 | 1,791 | 1,630 | 1,579 | 1,524 | 1,507 | 1,407 | 1,398 | 1,391 | 1,380 | 1,372 | 1,374 | 1,370 | 1,372 | 1,369 
Bathurst oe oe 1,287 1,290 | 1,290 1,295 1,310 | 1,310 | I,300 1,316 1,299 | 1,291 1,277 | 1,124 | 1,121 I,Iro 1,100 | 1,103 I,I02 I,I07 | 1,107 | I,102 
Weighted Average— 
New South Wales .. | 1,812 | 1,844 | 1,822 | 1,824 | 1,835 | 1,822 | 1,767 | 1,724 | 1,690 | 1,625 | 1,583 | 1,47 / 1,460 | 1,452 | 1,435 | 1,426 11,420 | 1,413 | 1,418 | 1,416 
VICTORIA. 
a UTES EIIIIIIII EEIIIIEIT III Eee 
Melbourne .. 1,842 | 1,839 | 1,839 | 1,824 | 1,805 | 1,788 | 1,706 | 1,620 | 1,555 | 1,513 | 1,470 | 1,450 | 1,434 | 1,412 | 1,406 | 1,397 | I.40T | 1,391 | 1,390 | 1,393 
Ballarat .. : 1,320 | 1,320 | 1,320 | 1,322 | 1,311 | 1,308 | 1,304 | 1,286 | 1,266 | 1,243 | 1,214 | 1,200 | 1,233 | 1,231 | 1,237 | 1,236 | 1,240 | 1,240 | 1,242 | 1,24 
Bendigo .. 1,324 | 1,319 | 1,327 | 1,327 | 1,306 | 1,279 | 1,228 | 1,219 | 1,169 | 1,130 | 1,089 | 1,080 | 1,082 | 1,074 | 1,074 | 1,068 | 1,072 | 1,073 | 1,074 | 1,088 
Geelong .. cic .. | 3,644 | 1,622 | 1,613 | 1,589 | 1,593 | 1,556 | 1,51 | 1,457 | 1,484 | 1,471 | 1,441 | 1,428 | 1,395 | 1,383 | 1,368 | 1,355 11,355 | 1,353 | 1,354 | 1355 
Warrnambool a «» | 1,430 | 1,430 | 1,430 | 1,463 | 1,473 | 1,494 | 1,494 | 1,494 | 1,454 | 1,448 | 1,430 | 1,436 | 1,426 | 1,416 | 1,417 | 1,409 | 1,393 | 1,387 | 1,396 | 1,404 
Weighted Average— 
Victoria ae .- | 1,79 | 1,787 | 1,788 | 1,774 | 1,756 | 1,739 | 1,663 | 1,585 | 1,526 | 1,486 | 1,445 | 1,425 | 1,412 | 1,392 | 1,386 | 1,377 | 1,381 | 1,372 11,372 | 1,375 
QUEENSLAND. 
a 
Brisbane + ++ | 1,495 | 1,495 | 1,515 | 1,515 1,351 | 1,286 | 1,257 | 1,221 | 1,224 | 1,203 | 1,167 | 1,187 | 1,175 | 1,164 | 1,159 | 1,148 | 1,18r | 1,162 | 1,187 
Toowoomba on ++ | 1,255 | 1,255 | 1,255 | 1,245 1,256 | 1,253 | 1,219 | 1,163 | 1,166 | 1,142 | 1,126 | 1,138 | 1,165 | 1,156 | 1,175 | 1,195 | 1,178 | 1,183 | 1,184 
Rockhampton no .« | 1,214 | 1,200 | 1,200 | 1,195 1,238 | 1,231 | 1,228 | 1,156 | 1,112 | 1,099 | 1,077 | 1,046 | 1,049 | 1,040 | 1,034 | 1,017 | 1,006 | 1,021 | 1,020 
Charters Towers .. -. | 9571] 9741 97% | 966 991 | 941 | 910] 859} 859 | 842] 793 | 804 | 791 | 775 | 754 25 | 725 | 723'| 727 
Warwick 0 1,126 | 1,120 | 1,120 | 1,120 1,116 | 1,116 | 1,106 | 1,106 | 1,073 | 1,056 | 1,056 | 1,047 | 1,034 | 1,015 | 1,015 | 1,027 | 1,038 | 1,013 | 1,013 
Weighted Average— 
Queensland .. 1,424 | 1,424 | 1,439 | 1,438 1,316 | 1,263 | 1,236 








Srecrion VII.—continued. 


Retail Price Index-Numbers—Housing—All Houses. 
Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 1911 = 1,000. 
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Szcrion VII.—continued. 


Betac, Paros Ixprex-Nousers—Hovsyxa—Ant Hovsxs—continued. 
Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 1911 = 1,000. 








1929. 1930. 
Town. s FE 8 Fr Fe Ee g 8 
eel oil chat cs) ealetleee 
sal Sol soi sel sel 861 Bel se 



































Adelaide +: + 1,581 | 1,56 1,509 | 1,464 | 1,376 | 1,332 | 1,256 | 1,196 | 1,175 | £245 | 1,334 | 1,131 | 1,125 | ¥,133 | 1,136 | 1,342 | 1,138 
Kadina, do. ate as 767 | 698 699 | 694 679 655 651 633 625 629 602 603 601 612 612 614 615 615 615 615 
Port Pirio “ .. | 1,078 | 1,075 | 1,075 | 1,059 | 1,046 | 1,056 | 1,078 | 1,070 | 1,067 | 1,039 | 1,014 | 905 | 973 | 972 | 962 | 958| 948] 946] 951 | 945 
Mount Gambier .. ae 885 888 888 888 893 893 893 893 B90 890 890 889 921 916 915 916 916 916 916 915 
Peterborough ne Rie 1,244 | 1,265 } 1,260 | 1,258 | 1,249 | 1,24 | 1,21& | 1,161 | 1,124 | 1,112 | 1,100 | 1,087 | 1,084 | 1,088 | 1,089 | 1,104 | 1,101 | 1,10% | 1,107 



































Weighted Averago— 
South Australia 








1,582 | 1,559 | 1,513 | 1,495 | 1,491 | 1,445 | 1.405 | 1,325 | 1,285 | 1,215 | x,160 | 1,140 | 1,112 | r,r02 | 1,099 | 1,004 | r,102 | 1,104 | 2,110 | 1,106 
































WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 





Ce 
Perth, d&e. ive «+ | 1,396 | 2,381 | 1,400 | 1,405 | 1,432 | 1,425 | 1,411 | 1,361 | 1,364 | 1,337 | 1,288 | 1,225 | 1,195 
Kalgoorlie, &e. .. we 740 725 722 722 720 729 745 744 754 803 868 go2 955 
Northam ate ++ | I,10r | 1,087 | 1,089 | r,089 | 1,115 | 1,115 | 1,105 | 1,103 | 1,072 | 1,047 | 1,013 | 1,002 978 
Bunbury ate ee 883 881 884 884 940 O41 930 930 945 942 930 929 907 
Geraldton ng +. | 1,063 | £,05x | 1,048 | 1,045 | 1,410 | 1,139 | 1,203 | 1,198 | 1,208 | 1,206 | 1,239 | 1,161 | x,152 








Weighted Average— 


































Western Australia »- | 2,803 | 1,288 | 1,304 | r,308 | 1,332 | 1,329 | 1,321 | 1,278 | 1,282 | 1,264 | 1,230 | 1,479 | 1,159 
TASMANIA. 
Hobart .. or .- | 1,576 | 1,574 | 14585 | 1,584 | 1.58r | 1,582 | 1,573 | 1,535 | 1,528 | 1,522 | 1,473 | 1.463 | 1.449 | 1,464 | 1,456 | 1.451 | 3,448 | 3,446 | 3.447 | 2,445 
Launceston Sr -- | 1,423 | 1,416 | 1,422 | 1,422 | 1,410 | 1,414 | 1,385 | 1,382 | 1,378 | 1,369 | 1,358 | 1,348 | 1,327 | 1,324 | 1,322 | 1,320 | 1,330 | 1,335 | 1,331 1,330 
Burnie .. ae .. | 1,282 | 1,237 | 1,241 | 1,240 | 1,240 | 1,247 | 1,225 | 1,164 | 1,150 | 1,150 | 1,139 | 1,422 | 1,133 | 1,128 | 1,113 | 1,109 | 1,108 | 1,106 | 1,106 | 1,106 
Devonport ae -- | 1,272 | 1,276 | 1,296 | 1,296 | 1,28 | 1,271 | 1,272 | 1,247 | 1,242 | 1,225 | 1,219 | 1,216 | r,206 | 1,213 | 1,204 | 1,196 | 1,204 | 1,210 | 1,201 | 1,204 
Queenstown ne ate 713} 715] 716] 755] 781 | 782] 798} 798 | 80x | 847 | 854 | 854} 898 | 907} 914 | 913 | 920] 938 | 938) 938 






































Weighted Average— 


Tasmania __.. .- | 1,473 | 1,472 | 1,48 | 1,482 | 1,477 | 1,478 | 1,465 | 1,438 | 1,426 | 1,420 | 1,393 | 1,384 | 1,372 | 1,380 | 1,374 12,370 | 1,370 | 3,372 | 1,371 | 3,370 


































Weighted Average— 
Thirty Towns. . 























1,322 | 1,323 ee 











ales wipe 1,326 | 1,325 











iene 1,694 | 1,695 | 1,690 | 1,687 | 1,662 | 1,606 | 1,550 | 1,510 | 1,464 | 1,424 



























Weighted Average— 
Six Capital Cities 











| 1,359 | 1,357 | 1,354 ies 1,357 





1,464 | 1,406 ows 1,378 11,367 











: es ee ie 3,724 | 1,662 | 1,600 | 1,557 ! 1,507 
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; Srecrion VII.—continued. 


Retail Price Index-Numbers—Food, Groceries and Rent—All Houses. 
Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 1911 = 1,000. 




























































































































































































1929. . 1930. 193I 1932. 1933. 
4 el Lod i) 
: 2 33/25/35] 3} 33| eS) S31 23/1 33] pS | 8128] vs] oS ed] 03] od] od] of 
no! AG l Bol Sol Rol &ol aol Rol Fol Feo! Fel Rol Bo! Fol Be! S61 BG! Fol be! Se 
New SovurH WALEs. 
Sydney .. oo «+ | 1,916 | 1,905 | 1,924 | 1,929 | 1,852 | 1,836 | 1,776 | 1,704 | 1,661 | 1,621 | 1,571 | 1,530 | 1,534 | 1,522 | 1,502 | 1,474 | 1,436 | 2,436 | 1,448 | 1,434 
Newcastle Be +e | 1,777 | 1,758 | 1,76 | 1,769 | 1,713 | 1,692 | 1,64z | 1,572 | 1,550 | 1,513 | 1,451 | 1,385 | 1,397 | 1,385 | 1,382 | 1,346 | 1,316 | x,32x | 1,341 | 1,342 
Broken Hill . ++ | 1,753 | 1,761 | 1,768 | 1,793 | 1,719 | 1,710 | 1,634 | 1,58x | 1,537 | 1,511 | 1,435 | 1,379 1,377 | 1,385 | 1,322 | 1,290 | 1,296 | 1,288 | 1,295 
Goulburn ae «+ | 1,897 | 1,892 | 1,901 | x,926 | 1,852 | 1,813 | 1,750 | 1,617 | 1,572 | 1,540 | 1,482 | 1,433 | 1,438 | 1,458 | 1,451 | 1,422 | 1,388 | 1,390 | 1,390 1,380 
Bathurst se ++ | 1,647 | 1,618 | 1,620 | 1,642 | 1,593 | 1,584 | 1,543 | 1,492 | 1,465 | 1,450 | 1,402 | 1,343 | 1,339 | 1,335 | 1,323 | 1,279 | x,252 | 1,264 | 1,289 | 1,282 
Weighted Average— Fines 
New South Wales + | 1,898 | 1,887 | 1,895 | 1,910 | 1,834 | x,8r9 | 1,759 | 1,687 | 1,646 | 1,607 | 1,555 | 1,512 | 1,516 | 1,504 | 1,487 1,457 | 1,420 | 1,421 | 1,433 | 1,422 
VICTORIA, 
Melbourne ate -. | x,80x | 1,826 | 2,816 | 1,815 | 1,733 } 1,723 | 1,667 | 1,565 | 1,519 | 1,457 | 1,421 | 1,405 | 1,417 | x 392 | 1,360 | 1,332 | 1,294 | 1,307 
? , , ’ , , , , ’ , < I, 2 , 2307 1,332 |X, 
Ballarat .. Sc ++ | 1,604 | 1,610 | 1,636 | 1,655 | 1,579 | 1,576 | 1,542 | 1,455 | 1,420 | 1,371 | 1,339 | 1,327 | 1,350 | 1,322 | 1,304 | 1,279 | 1,256 | 1,268 reo Fags 
Bendigo .. an ++ | 1,629 | 1,621 | 1,655 | 1,659 | 1,577 | 1,576 | 1,525 | 1,428 | 1,389 | 1,330 | 1,297 | 1,204 | 1,286 | 1,274 | 1,259 | 1,226 | 1,196 | x,200 | 1,225 | x,224 
Geelong .. as e+ | 1,73 | 1,717 | 1,729 | 1,734 | 5,635 | 1,624 | 1,577 | 1,505 | 1,459 | 1,420 | 1,399 | 1,407 | 1,410 | 1,400 | 1,383 | 1,342 | 1,312 | 1,323 | 1.348 | 1.342 
Warrnambool tw. ++ | 1,594 | 1,600 | 1,654 | 1,688 | 1,618 | 1,623 | 1,588 | 1,547 | 1,484 | 1,435 | 1,424 | 1,438 | 1,447 | 1,437 | 1,424 | 2,393 | 1,334 | 1.346 | 1,374 | 1,369 
Weighted Average— ae | ars fe - 
Victoria bc ++ | 1,782 | 1,795 | 1,798 | 1,799 | 1,737 | 1,707 | 1,653 | 1,554 | 1,507 | 1,448 | 1,404 | 1,398 | 1,409 | 1,385 | 1,363 | 1,327 | 1,290 | 1,303 | 1,327 | 1,337 
QUEENSLAND. 
Brisbane oe ++ | 1,633 | 2,620 | 1,615 | 1,624 | 1,554 | 1,46x | 1,406 | 1,342 | 1,343 | 1,333 | 1,293 | 1,289 | 1,289 | 1,269 | 1,246 | 1,229 | x,r99 | r,215 | x,21 2 
Toowoomba ae ». | 4,499 | 1,477 |x,488 | 1,508 | 1,453 | 1,427 | 1,396 | 1,337 | 1,324 | 1,286 | x,240 | 1,251 | 1,251 | 11260 | x1239 | r219 | tron | 17188 sac Sih 
Rockhampton ne + 145579 11,545 | 255% | 14559 | 1,536 | 1,484 | 1,455 | 1,397 | 1,392 | 1,350 | 1,318 | 1,327 | 1,318 | 1,290 | 1,263 | x,244 | 1,204 | 1,210 | 1,207 1,195 
Charters Towers .. ++ [1,580 | 1,547 | 1,565 | 1,539 | 1,485 | 1,465 | 1,362 | 1,321 | 1,328 | 1,318 | 1,277 | 1,265 | 1,276 | 1,257 | 1,230 | 1,213 | x,164 | 1.148 | 1.128 1,130 
Warwick . ++ [1,496 | 1,468 | 1,476 | 1,495 | 1,431 | 1,406 | 1,375 | 1,314 | 1,311 | 1,288 | 1,261 | 1,267 | 1,249 | 1,247 | 1,226 | 1,210 | 1,175 | 1,186 | 1,184 | 1,187 
Weighted Average— 2 
Queensland .. ++ | %623 | 1,589 | 1,595 | 1,603 | 1,539 | 1,459 | 1,407 | 1,345 | 1,345 | 1,330 | 1,289 | 1,288 | 1,288 | 1,269 | 1,246 | 1,228 | 1,197 | 1,210 | x,209 | x,219 
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Town. 


Sxortion VII.—continued. 


Reran Prior Inpex-Noumpers—Foop, Groceries aND Rewr——ALL Hovusss—continwed. 
Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 191% = 1,000. 
























































































































































































































































ue u we w ue we oa ry te we a uw ui 4 mI re ue oy ut 4 
3 2 s 3 2 s < s 2 s $ 2 2 s 3 s 2 2 Be} 
Bel ae heel eae) cal veal le Malan yall ea| malo mi mga ese | cdo) mila ael, mele 
51 I 3 =I eS i= = = ei =) = 3 25 = KAGE =] 2 ysl) 
<4 6&| 861 361 #261 861 61 861 B61 86! 561 Sol BS] 861 361 S61 BE! Fol bel 8G 
SourH AUSTRALIA. 
Adelaide ae 0 1,766 | 1,784 | 1,781 | 2,755 | 1,689 | 1,655 | 1,563 | ¥,466 | 1,427 | 1,370 | 1,286 | 1,280 | 1,299 | 1,289 | 1,258 | 1,218 | 1,210 | 1,234 | 1,249 | 1,245 
Kadina, é&e. no a 1,489 | 1,471 | 1,497] 1,50 1,423 | 1,406 | 1,350 | 1,26% | 1,237 | 1,192 | 1,115 | 1,126 | 1,166 | 1,157 | 1,146 | 1,103 | 1,086 | 1,096 | 1,094 | 1,105 
Port Pirie Sc é 1,606 | 1,595 | 1,618 | 1,621 | 1,559 | 1,559 | 1,494 | 1,429 | 1,396 | 1,34 | 1,276 | 1,272 | 1,299 | 1,280 | 1,250 | 1,199 | I,17E | 1,178 | 1,179 | 1,172 
Mount Gambler .. 6 1,439 | 1,445 | 1,463] 1,466 | 1,402 | 1,353 | 1,333 | 1,274 | 1,202 | 1,181 | 1,167 | 1,174 | 1,208 | 1,201 | 1,182 | 1,164 | 1,153 | 1,152 | 1,154 | 1,154 
Peterborough ari A 1,741 | 1,724 | 1,758] 1,749 | 1,668 | 1,660 | 1,608 | 1,501] 1,438 | 1,393 | 1,322 | 1,334 | 1,343 | 1,319 | 1,296 | 1,262 | 1,254 | 1,260 | 1,267 | 1,270 
Weighted Average— i a 
South Australia A 1,743 | 1,759 | 1,759 | 1,736 | 1,669 | 1,637 | 1,549 | 1,453 | 1,414 | 1,359 | 1,277 | 1,272 | 1,292 | 1,282 | 1,252 | 1,212 | 1,203 | 1,225 | 1,239 | 1,235 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 
Perth, &c. ae «+ |%,724 | 1,742 | 1,716] 1,678 | 1,660 | 1,651 | 1,58 | 1,470 | 1,484 | 1,461 | 1,379 | 1,339 | 1,361 | 1,363 | 1,316 | 1,277 | 1,250 | 1,2 1,27 68 
Kalgoorlie, &c. .. 2. | 33626 | 667 | 1,659] 1,579 | 15525 | 1,554 | 1,530 | x,391 | 1,376 | 1,390 | 1,386 | 1,403 | 1,435 | 1,469 Tao shee 1,42 fue ae aes 
Northam a +. | 1,664 | 1,697 | 1,672] 1,633 | 1,599 | 1,609 | 1,557 | 1,446 | 1,401 | 1,369 | 1,328 | 1,319 | 1,317 | 1,343 | 1,319 | 1,274 | 1,246 | 1,278 | 1,263 | 1,268 
Bunbury oe ++ | 1,578 | 1,613 | 1,616] 1,586 | 1,575 | 1,574 | 1,510 | 1,384 | 1,360 | 1,352 | 1,301 | 1,261 | 1,245 | 1,270 | 1,254 | 1,239 | 1,192 | 1,229 | 1,232 | 1,223 
Geraldton an «+ | 1,627 | 1,650 | 1,661] 1,629 | 1,62 | 1,630 | 1,615 | 1,488 | 1,484 | 1,48x | 1,458 | 1,424 | 1,421 | 1,427 | 1,372 | 1,300 | 1,250 | 1,271 | 1,278 1,277 
Weighted Average— E 
Western Australia 1,707 | x,728 | 1,706| 1,663 | 1,642 | 1,638 | 1,575 | 1,460 | 1,469 |'r,450 | 1,379 | 1,343 | 1,367 | 1,373 | 1,330 | 1,292 | 1,265 | 1,305 | 1,289 1,284 
TASMANIA, 
Hobart we +» | 2,730 | 1,720 | 1,725] 1,740 | 1,687 | 1,685 | 1,65 | 1,564 | 1,534 | 1,490 | 1.43% | 1,433 | 1,453 | 1,456 | 1,427 | 1,410 | 1,367 | 1,381 | x,4rr | 1,395 
Launceston on .. | 3,618 | 1,6xx | 1,628] 1,668 | 1,602 | 1,590 | 1,558 | 1,495 | 1,465 | 1,428 | 1,391 | 1,378 | 1,387 | 1,377 | 1,352 | 1,334 | 1,307 | 1,319 | 1,332 | 1,317 
Burnie oe «+ | 1,640 | 1,623 | 1,663] 1,669 | 1,589 | 1,606 | 1,563 | 1,466 | 1,389 | 1,365 | 1,337 | 1,340 | 1,370 | 1,347 | 1,320 | 1,297 | 1,259 | 1,265 | 1,255 | z,242 
Devonport 5 «+ | 1,609 | 1,605 | 1,634] 1,635 | 1,539 | 1,535 | 1,519 | 1.441 | 1,423 | 1,374 | 1,342 | 1,357 | 1,395 | 1.382 | 1,335 | 1,328 | 1,294 | 1,302 | 1,295 1,298 
Queenstown ae ee | 1,494 | 1,487 | 1,492] 1,520 | 1,464 | 1,469 1,458 | 1,405 | 1,374 | 1,327 | 1,300 | 1,315 | 1,33 | 1,329 | 1,321 | 1,317 | 1,291 | 1,307 | 1,303 1,300 
Weighted Average— 
Tasmania .. «- |1,68r | 1,673 | 1,683| 1,704 | 1,644 | 1,640 | 1,608 | 1,529 | 1,498 | 1,457 | 1,407 | r,406 | 1,424 | 1,422 | 1,304 | 1,377 | 15340 | 1,352 11,374 | 1,359 
Weighted Average— | | | 
Thirty Towns. . «. !2,797 | 3,797 | 1,800! 1,803 | 1,732 11,711 | 1,652 | 1,566 | 1,531 | 1,487 11,435 | 1,404 | 1,423 | 1,409 | 1,386 | 1,354 11,321 11,332 | 1,345 | 31,344 
Weighted Average— | 
Six Capital Cities -. | 1,820 | 1,822 | x,8231 1,825 | 1,752 | 1,730 | 1,668 | x,582 | 1,546 | 1,501 | 1,447 | 1,425 | 1,435 | 2,419 | 1,395 | 1,363 | 1,330 11,342 11,355 11.354 
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170 APPENDIX. 


Section VII. 


Retail Price Index-Numbers.—The “Harvester-All Items’? Index.— 
(“D” Series).—The following table gives the equivalent ‘ Harvester” 
index-numbers for the towns and States shown, derived by applying the 
variations of the ‘‘ All Items” index-numbers (““C” Series) to the “ All 
Houses ” base index-numbers (“ A ”’ Series), in accordance with the Award 
of the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration delivered on 
the 5th May, 1933. 

Base.—Relevant ‘‘ Harvester ’’ Index-Number (‘A Series) for each Town or 

Combination of Towns affected for 4th Quarter, 1929.(«) 


| Year 







































































4th ended 
Quarter 4th rat and 3rd 4th ae 
Town. Ean "| Quarter,| Quarter,| Quarter,| Quarter,| Quarter, ath 
(Base). | 793?- 1933. 1933. 1933. 1933- Quarter, 
1933- 
es | 
New SourH WaLEs— | 
Sydney oe oe 1929 152I 1498 1498 1,499 1,490 1.496 
Newcastle .. a ie 1769 1415 1404 1404 1,415 1,416 1,410 
Broken Hill .. ry Da 1793 1434 I41r_ | 1423 1,418 1,423 1,419 
Goulbuen =... ay ae 1926 1505 1476 1465 1,462 1,457 1,465 
Bathurst .. Ar ae 1642 1342 1330 1340 1,354 | 1,348 | 1,343 
Weighted Average—New South | N 
Walesa si me Bie I9I0 1509 1488 1486 1,489 1,482 1,486 
Vi0cTORIA— 
Melbourne .. ae ws 1815 1417 1392 1403 I 1,408 
Ballarat we AS we 1655 1316 1304 1309 I.3 | 1,315 
Bendigo A ae es 1659 1361 1339 1344 hy 1,351 
Geelong a ; os 1734 1375 1355 1362 I; 1,366 
Warrnambool se a 1688 1449 1415 1422 | I 1,428 
Weighted Average—Victorla .. 1799 1409 1386 1395 1,408 1,401 
QUEENSLAND— 
Brisbane... = or 1624 1323 1314 1323 1,320 1,325 1,32 
Toowoomba ay ae 1508 128: 1278 1274 1,284 1,284 1,280 
Rockhampton oF en 1559 1321 1293 1299 1,302 1,293 1,297 
Charters Towers a a 1539 1285 1260 1252 1,241 1,241 1,249 
Warwick ee oe o 14905 1227, I214 1220 1,216 I,214 1,216 
Weighted Average—Queensland 1603 1316 1304 1311 1,309 1,313 1,309 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA— 
Adelaide .. ee se 1755 1325 1322 1335 1,345 1,340 1,336 
Kadina, &.”.. ie ¢ 1506 1203 r1g0 1193 1,193 1,198 1,194 
Port Pirie .. ae er 1621 1272 1260 1262 1,262 Laser 1,260 
Mount Gambler . 55 1466 1225 1219 1218 1,218 I,216 1,218 
Peterborough . ++ | 1749 1395 1392 1392 1,397 | 1,309 | 1,395 
Weighted Average— South Aus- | 
tralia aie cr oe 1736 1318 1313 1325 1,335 1,330 1,326 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA— 

Me AG oe a 1678 1335 1317 1339 1,326 1,32 1,327 
Kalgoorlie .. ee ue 1579 143% 1420 1434 1,443 1,440 1,434 
Northam .. ae on 1633 1320 1302 1312 1,297 1,289 1,300 
Bunbury .. os we 1586 1354 1325 1341 1,346 1,333 1,336 
Geraldton .. oe os 1629 1350 1317 1319 1,321 1,316 1,318 
Weighted Average— Western 

Australia .. oe. oe 1663 1345 1327 1349 1,339 1,336 1,338 
TASMANIA— 
Hobart ak ee e 1740 1448 1422 1430 1,451 1,439 1,436 
Launceston .. o. os 1668 1414 I4or I4Ir 1,420 1,408 1,410 
Burnie ae ae afk 1669 1375 1348 1349 1,334 1,323 1,339 
Devonport .. a ae 1635 1357 1331 1333 1,331 1,335 1,333 
Queenstown ee a 1520 1364 1348 1362 1,359 1.356 1,356 





Weighted Average—Tasmanis .. 1704 1427 1405 I414 1,429 1,417 3,416 





Weighted Average—30 Towns .. 1803 1425 1404 I4It 3,416 1,415 1,412 





Weighted Average—6 Capitals 1825 1433 1413 1420 3,426 1,424 3,422 


(a) For explanation of this Index, see p. 46 of this Report. 


Nore.—The “* Powera’ 3s."" for any town may be varied by the ratio which its ‘* base ” index-number 
(4th Quarter, 1929) bears to that of the period required. 


Section VII.—coniinued. 


Retatl Price Index-Numbers—Capital Ciutes—Annual Figures—t1oo1 to 1933. The index-numbers given in the separate parts 
of the table cannot be compared with each other in order to show the relative cost of housing, and food and groceries, since 
the weighted average cost for the six capital cities taken together in IgII in each group or combination is made equal to 1,000. 


Weighied Avevage—Siz Capitals in 1911 = 1,000. 


Foop anv GrRocERIes ONLY. 









































































































































City. gor. | 1907. | rox1r. | 191%4.| 1918. | Ig9IQ. | 1920. | rO2z. | 1922. | 1923. | 1924. | 1925. | 1926. | 1927. | 1928. | 1929. | 1930. | 193Z. | 1932. | 1933. 
Bydney .. se AS 917 936 989 | 1,156 | 1,549 | r,783 | 2,148 | 1,898 | 1,703 | 1,820 | 1,732 | 1,785 | 1,867 | 1,846 | 1,826 | 1,948 | 1,759 | 1,567 | 1,524 | 1,430 
Melbourne oth a0 965 925 935 | 1,092 | 1,466 | 1,620 | 2,056 | x,90r | 1,644 | 1,802 | 1,684 | 1,748 | 1,774 | 1,732 | 1,684 | 1,795 | 1,632 | x,414 | 1,355 | 1,273 
Brisbane 0 ae 965 947 | x,018 | 1,078 | 1,495 | 1,762 | 2,052 | 1,812 | 1,608 | 1,693 | 1,690 | 1,734 | 1,788 | 1,680 | 1,671 | 1,701 | 1,508 | 1,392 | 1,320 | 1,250 
Adelaide .. on «+ | 1,028 95I | 1,020 | 1,215 | 1,554 | 1,719 | 2,132 | 1,906 | 1,723 | 1,823 | 1,79 | 1,840 | 1,869 | 1,841 | 1,775 | 1,887 | 1,674 | 1,411 | 1,361 | 1,308 
Perth .. On e+ | %,184 | 1,197 | 1,346 | 1,302 | 1,486 | 1,772 | 2,050 | 1,995 | 1,776 | 1,828 | 1,891 | 1,938 | 1,866 | 1,796 | 1,882 | 1,938 | 1,719 | 1,494 | 1,438 | 1,352 
Hobart .. ae «+ |1,01Z | 1,010 | 1,058 | 1,212 | 1,635 | 1,748 | 2,162 | 2,025 | 1,794 | 1,863 1,849 1,8r0 | 1,868 | 1,788 | 1,727 | 1,833 | 1,702 | 1,459 | 1,425 | 1,354 
Weighted Average— 
Six Capitals .. ae 972 955 | 1,000 | 1,144 | 1,514 | 1,716 | 2,102 | 1,902 | 1,684 | 1,805 | 1,732 | 1,785 | 1,829 | 2,789 | 1,761 | 1,866 | 1,682 | 1,477 | 1,425 | 1,342 
Hovsina—A. HovssEs. 
wa a ee ee 
Sydney .. ate ne 858 QXX | x,090 | 1,279 | x,252 | 1,289 | 1,445 | 1,474 | 1,535 | 1,617 | 1,687 | 1,729 | 1,813 | 1,808 | 1,857 | x,870 | 1,839 | 1,637 | 1,486 | 1,457 
Melbourne a5 sr 733 804 | 970 | 1,126 | 1,180 | 1,283 | 1,405 | 1,502 | 1,597 | 1,672 | 1,729 | 1,742 | 1,839 | 1,850 | 1,835 | 1,836 | 1,729 | 1,497 | 3,412 | 1,304 
Brisbane Ac AG 488 575 767 882 905 983 | 1,06% | 1,079 | 1,206 | 1,247 | 1,242 | 1,251 | 1,459 | 1,480 | 1,487 | 1,505 | 1,344 | 1,204 | 1,17 | 1,170 
Adelaide .. are os 629 8x2 | 1,112 | 1,040 | 1,022 | 1,108 | 1,216 | 1,289 | 1,360 | 1,450 | 1,551 | 1,565 | 1,553 | 1,60% | 1,665 | 1,607 | 1,477 | 1,240 | 1,134 | 1,137 
Perth ©. ae ae Bor 684 810 914 885 916 996 | 1,055 | 1,092 | 1,124 | 1,134 | 1,154 | 1,316 | 1,33x | 1,382 | 1,395 | 1,407 | 1,304 | 1,177 | 1,166 
Hobart .. a te 667 708 805 | 914 | 956 | 1,134 | 1,373 | 1.440 | 1,445 | 1,602 | 1,665 | 1,634 | 1,650 | 1,603 | 1,565 | 2,580 | 1,568 | 1,492 | 1,455 | 1,447 
Weighted Average— 
x Ca ee oe I I 1,000 | 1,135 | 1,143 | 1,2 1333 | 1,404 9480 | 1,551 | 1,609 | 1,632 | 1,725 | 1,734 | 1,75 1,760 | I, 1,48 
Six Capitals 75 816 | 1, 15 |t 1,48 6 6 758 6 685 | 1,483 | 1,374 | 1,356 
a 
Foon, GRocERIEs AND HovsinG—ALL Hovuszs—COMBINED. 
Sydney .. an .. | 893 | 926 | 2,031 | 1,206 | 1,427 | 1,580 | 1,847 | 1,724 | 1,634 | 1,737 | 1,714 | 1,762 | 1,844 | 1,830 | 1,839 | 1,916 | 1,792 | 1,596 | 1,508 | 1,439 
Melbourne oe es 870 | 875 | 950 | 1,105 | 1,349 | 1,48x | 1,788 | 1,737 | 1,625 | 1,749 | 1,703 | 1,745 | 1,801 | 1,78 | 1,746 | 1,812 | 1,672 | 1,448 | 1,378 | 1,319 
Brisbane As — 769 794 915 997 | 1,252 | 1,442 1,645 | 1,511 | 1,442 1,510 1,506 | 1,535 | 1,653 | 1,598 | 1,595 | 1,620 | 1,441 | 1,315 | 1,258 1,214 
Adelaide .. ee a 864 804 | 1,058 | 1,143 | 1,335 1,468 | 1,756 | 1,653 | 1,574 | 1,670 | 1,693 | 1,727 | 1,739 | 1,742 | 1,730 | 1,772 | 1,593 | 1,341 | 1,266 | 1,235 
Perth... on s. | 1,027 | 986 | 2,126 | 1,143 | 1,239 | 1,420 | 1,617 | 1,609 | 1,495 | 1,538 | 1,580 | 1,616 | 1,640 | 1,605 | 1,677 | 1,725 | 1,591 | 1,416 | 1,329 | 1,272 
Hobart .. Ns +. | 869 | 886 | 954 | 1,090 | 1,356 | 1,496 | 1,837 | 1,785 | 1,652 | 1,756 | 1,773 | 1,738 | 1,778 | 1,712 | 1,061 | 1,729 | 1,647 | 1,472 | 1,437 | 1,389 
Weighted Average— 
Six Capitals .. .. | 880] 897 | x,000 | 2,240 | 2,362 | 2,510 | 1,785 | 1,697 | 1,600 | 1,700 | 1,682 | 1,722 | 1,786 | 1,766 | 1,760 | 1,822 | 1,683 | 1,479 | 1,403 | 1,345 
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APPENDIX. 1971 


Section IX. 
COMPARATIVE INDEX-NUMBERS FOR THE SIX CAPITAL CITIES COMBINED. 
* Base of Hach Section—Weighted Average for Six Capitals 1911 = 1,000. 





























Rent. Food and Rent. All 1 
Food Lenin Items of | Whole- Nominal} Percentage of 
and House- | °8/¢ | Wages | Real | Unemploy- 
Period. } ; Prices | ment among 
Grocer-| 4 a u ds [Hold Ex-| y55 Adult | Wages. | aca 
lea. Saud oT} 4and 5 | pendi- |, Sel | Males. |  (b) one 
Houses. | Rooms. | Houses.) Rooms.| 41, | bourne. | Unionista, 
| | 
asa % 
I9Ir .. | 1,000] 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 |{a)z,000 | 1,000 1,000 | 1,000 r Be 
ADES: cc 1,095 1,118 {c) 1,104 (c) 1,104 1,088 1,076 975 6.5 
I9gI4 .. 1,144 1,135 1,082 Z,140 I,I2z I,I40 1.149 1,082 948 8.3 
Ig2I .. 1,902 1,404 1,410 1,697 En of 1,680 1,903 1,826 1,076 5 ih es 
1928 .. | 1,762 | 1,758 1,743 1,760 1,755 1,675 1,792 1,963 | 1,115 10.8 
1929 .. 1,866 | 1,760 1,754 1,822 1,824 1,713 1,803 1,972 Ti. 
1930 .. 1,682 | 1,685 1,71I 1,683 1,693 1,618 1,596 1,939 ‘ 19.3 
I93t -- | 1.477 | 1,483 1,473 1,479 1,475 1,448 1,428 1,752 2185 27.4 
1932 .. | 1,425 | 1,374 1,336 1,403 1,390 1,377 1,41 1,639 | 1,361 29.0 
1933 -- 1,342 1,356 1,314 1,345 1,329 1,335 1,409 1,554 25.1 
Quarter— 
1923. 
srd Qtr. | 1,902 | 1,559 1,557 1,760 1,772 (c) 2,003 1,813 1,030 7-4 
4th ,, 1,816 | 1,566 1,566 oy A 1,722 (c) 1,966 1,840 1,074 6.6 
1924 
ist Qtr. | 1,778 | 1.577 1,585 1,695 1,705 (c) 1,946 2,840 1,086 7.6 
2nd ,, 1,740 | 1,610 1,619 1,686 1,694 (c) | 1,880 1,840 1,092 8.3 
gtd; 1,706 | 1,619 1,619 1,670 1,674 (c) 1,848 1,840 1,102 9-5 
4th ,, 1,705 | 1,630 1,635 1,674 1,679 {c) 1,866 1,839 1,099 10.3 
1925. 
ret Qtr. | 1,737 | 1,633 1,644 1,694 1,702 1,642 1,848 1.840 1,086 9-3 
2nd ,, 1,784 | 1,633 1,647 1,722 1,733 } 1,654 1,826 1,846 1,072 10.2 
Sidi. 1,810 | 1,622 1,644 1,732 1,74 1,662 1,847 1,869 1,079 7-9 
4th 1,810 | 1,640 1,653 1,740 1,751 1,662 1,856 | 1,887 1,084 8.1 
1926, | 
1st Qtr. | 1,808 | 1,719 1,670 1,772 1,756 1,667 1,842 1,892 1,068 8.2 
and ,, 1,888 | 1,727 1,679 1,822 1,810 1,699 1,892 1.904 1,045 6.7 
3rd ,, 1,820 | 1,726 1,678 1,78r 1,766 1,675 1,832 1,922 1,079 7.6 
4th ,, 1,803 | 1,726 1,680 br ir 1,757 1,669 1,764 1,938 1,094 5-7 
1927. 
1st Qtr. | 1,782 | 1,723 1,673 1,758 1,742 1,656 1,737 1.944 1,106 5-9 
2nd ,, 1,758 | 1,721 1,678 1,743 1,728 1,648 1,743 1,942 T,I14 6.4 
ard ,, 1,794 | 13,746 1,690 1,774 1,755 | 1,666 1,882 1,944 1,096 6.7 
4th 2, 1,820 | 1,746 | 1,694 1,789 | 15773 1,678 1,904 1,955 1,093 8.9 
1928. 
ist Qtr. | 1,771 | 1,765 1,744 1,768 1,761 1,675 1,840 1,966 1,1i2 10.7 
2nd ,, 1,784 | 1,760 1,745 1,774 1.769 1,684 1,820 1,963 1,107 x73 
3rd ,, 1,745 | 3,752 1,741 1,748 1,744 1,670 1,764 1,963 1,12 Ir.4 
en 1,746 | 3,752 | 1,742 3,749 | 1,744 | 1,670 | 1,744 | 1,959 1,120 9-9 
ret. Qtr.| 1,859 | 1,763 1,758 1,820 1,821 E3933 1,788 1,958 1,076 9.3 
2nd ,, 1,865 | 1,759 1,753 1,821 1,823 1,713 1,794 1,977 1,086 10.0 
3rd ,, 1,867 | 1,761 1,754 1,823 1,824 1,733 1,834 1,979 | 1,086 Zed 
4th ,, 1,873 | 1,755 1,752 1,825 1,827 1,712 1,799 1,974 1,082 13.1 
1930. 
ist Qtr. | 1,75x | 13,752 1,782 1,752 1,763 1.670 | 1,680 1,973 1,126 14.6 
2nd ,, 1,734 | 1,724 1,744 1,730 1,738 1,653 | 1,667 1,956 2,257 18.5 
Sti 5, 3,673 | 1,662 1,692 1,668 | 1,680 1,607 | 1,599 1,939 1,162 20.5 
ar ” 1,568 | 1,600 1,625 1,582 1,590 3,542 | 1,438 1,887 1,i93 23-4 
931. 
iat Qtr. | 1,538 | 1.557 1,560 1,546 1,546 1,500 1,453 1,814 1,173 25.8 
2nd ,, 1,496 | 1,507 1,50 1,50 1,498 1,464 1,437 1,764 1,175 27.6 
” 1,435 | 1,464 1,447 1,447 1,439 1,423 1,406 1,735 1,199 28.3 
geen 1,439 | 1,406 1,382 1,425 1,418 1,406 1,418 1,694 1,189 28.0 
1932. 
ret Qtr. | 1,465 | 1,397 1,358 I,435 1,425 | 1,403 | 1,434 1,680 1,171 28.3 
and ,, 1,448 | 1,378 | 1,345 | 1.419 | 1,409 | 1,389 | 1.470 | 1672 | 1,178 30.0 
3rd ,, 1.416 | 1,367 1,327 1,395 1,381 1,370 | 2,418 1,608 1,153 29.6 
were 1,369 | 1,359 1,314 1,363 1,346 1,346 1,384 1,597 1,172 28.2 
st Qtr. | 3,317 | 1,357 2,318 1,330 1,314 1,327 2,336 1,585 1,192 26.5 
and ,, 1,337 | 1,354 1,314 1,342 1,326 1,334 1,401 1,595 1,789 25.7 
rd ,, 1,359 | 1.355 1,31t 1,355 1,339 1,340 1,467 1,587 I,I7t 25.1 
ath ,,~ | 1,355 | 1,357 | 1,312 1,354 1,336 | 1,337 | 1,432 1,570 Z,160 23-0 


ret Qtr. | 1,371 | 1,360 1,315 1,365 1,348 1,344 1,456 1,572 2,152 
2nd ,, 1,404 | 1,365 | 1,319 1,387 1.37% | 1,358 1,463 :- -- 


o) Taken back from true base (November, 1914=1,000) by means of the Food and Rent (All Houses) Index. 
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5) Calculated by Food and Rent (All Houses) Index. 

¢) Not available. 

* The index-numbers given in the separate columns of the table cannot be compared with each other in 
order to show the relative cost of housing, and food and groceries, since the cost in 1911 im each group or 
tombination is made equal to 1,000. 
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